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D Y N A M I T E AGAINST S T E E L : A TRAGEDY A N D 
A N OPPORTUNITY 

T h e U n i t e d States Steel C o m p a n y e m p l o y s l a b o r 
u p o n t he r o t t e n e s t t e r m s o f a n y b i g c o r p o r a t i o n i n 
the w o r l d . I t has a c c o m p l i s h e d t h i s b y k i l l i n g w i t h 
s t a r v a t i o n o r b u l l e t s e v e r y g e r m of a l a b o r u n i o n 
t h a t ever t o o k r o o t i n a n y i n d u s t r y u n d e r i t s c o n 
t r o l . I t has had the he lp o f the U n i t e d Sta tes 
m i l i t i a i n th i s j o b , besides t h a t o f l a w - m a k e r s , c o u r t s 
a n d l o c a l execu t ives i n m a n y pa r t s of the c o u n t r y . 

T h e r e is j u s t one u n i o n o f l i g h t i n g w o r k m e n w h o 
ever h e l d o u t aga ins t any s u b s i d i a r y o f t h e Steel 
T r u s t , a n d t h a t is t he S t r u c t u r a l I r o n W o r k e r s . 
F r o m the t i m e t h e y w e r e o r g a n i z e d (1896, i n N e w 
Y o r k ) up t o the yea r 1906 t h e y increased t he i r 
wages a l l o v e r the c o u n t r y m o r e t h a n 100 per cent . 
a n d r e d u c e d t h e i r w o r k i n g t i m e f r o m t en t o e i g h t 
h o u r s a day . E a r l y i n 1906 the A m e r i c a n B r i d g e 
C o m p a n y , a s u b s i d i a r y of the Steel T r u s t and t he 
ch i e f e m p l o y e r of these w o r k m e n , b r o k e i t s c o n t r a c t 
w i t h t h e u n i o n , and the f i g h t began . T h e N a t i o n a l 
E r e c t o r s ' A s s o c i a t i o n was t h e n f o r m e d f o r the p u r 
pose o f e x t e n d i n g t he a n t i - u n i o n m e t h o d s o f t h e 
Stee l T r u s t i n t o t h i s b r a n c h o f t he b u i l d i n g t rades . 

B a c k e d b y the so l ides t b l o c k o f w e a l t h and i n d u s 
t r i a l t y r a n n y k n o w n t o h i s t o r y , t he N a t i o n a l E r e c 
t o r s ' A s s o c i a t i o n set o u t i n 1906 t o d e s t r o y the 
power o f the S t ruc tu ra l I r o n W o r k e r s ' U n i o n . B u t 
s t r u c t u r a l i r o n w o r k e r s are da re -dev i l s b y t r ade , 
a n d t h e y accepted the cha l l enge o f t h i s n e w o r g a n i 
z a t i o n and made up t h e i r m i n d s t o fight i t t o the 
l a s t d i t c h . T h e y f o u g h t i t w i t h d y n a m i t e . T h e y 
f o u g h t i t t h i s w a y because t h e y saw n o o t h e r w a y 
t o fight. I t s c o n t r o l o v e r t he l a w , i t s c o n t r o l over 
the press and p u b l i c o p i n i o n , i t s c o m p l e t e o r g a n i z e d 
d o m i n a n c e o f the s t r u c t u r a l business, and i ts n o t o r i 
o u s l y merc i l e s s m o d e o f fighting, seemed t o leave 
them no a l ternat ive but cr ime. T o a l l i n 
t en t s and purposes t h e y w o n t h e i r fight. T h e y 
f o r c e d the E r e c t o r s t o g o back t o t he Steel T r u s t 
and say: " Y o u ' v e g o t t o g i v e us m a t e r i a l t o be 
h a n d l e d b y u n i o n m e n , because i f y o u d o n ' t , w e 
can ' t h a nd l e your m a t e r i a l at a l l . W e can ' t a f fo rd 
the loss ." T h e S t r u c t u r a l I r o n W o r k e r s ' U n i o n , i n 
stead o f d w i n d l i n g , has g r o w n since the b e g i n n i n g 
of t h i s c a m p a i g n aga ins t i t . I n s t e a d o f w e a k e n i n g , 
i t has s t r e n g t h e n e d i ts p o w e r . A n d w h i l e the open 
shop is s t i l l the dec la red p o l i c y o f t he E r e c t o r s , 
and the s t r i k e is s t i l l n o m i n a l l y on , as a m a t t e r o f 
t a c i t a r r a n g e m e n t the re is a c losed shop i n t h o u 
sands o f s t r u c t u r a l en te rpr i ses a n d the un ion ' s t e r m s 
are m a i n t a i n e d a l m o s t t h r o u g h o u t the t r ade . 

O f course t h i s does n o t m e a n t h a t the Steel T r u s t 
gave up . N e v e r so w i t h a t y r a n t . I t h i r e d W i l l i a m 
J. Burns and put h i m on the t r a i l o f the dynamiters . 
H e f o u n d O r t i e M c M a n i g a l first, and f o r ove r a 
year , I a m t o l d , he l e t t h i s m a n t r a v e l r o u n d w i t h 
J. B . M c N a m a r a , k n o w i n g t h e y w e r e d e s t r o y i n g 
p r o p e r t y , b u t w a i t i n g t o ge t a l l t he c r imes c o m 
m i t t e d t h a t w o u l d be necessary t o n a i l t he u n i o n 
leaders . W h e n he g o t r eady he sna tched J. B . 
a n d J . J . M c N a m a r a d o w n t o L o s A n g e l e s f o r the 
first o f a sensa t iona l series o f t r i a l s . 

C la rence D a r r o w t r i e d t o defend t h e m , b u t he 
f o u n d h i m s e l f i n a s t r ange t o w n , w i t h h is office 
f u l l o f de tec t ives , u n l i m i t e d m o n e y and u n l i m i t e d 
ev idence aga ins t h i m . W h e n a deal was p r o p o s e d 
w h e r e b y a l l t he res t o f the series o f t r i a l s was to 
be called off, the prosecution o f the I r o n W o r k e r s 
to cease a b s o l u t e l y i f h is c l i en t s confessed, he ad
v i s ed t h e m t o do so. A t first t h e y refused because 
o f the b l o w i t w o u l d mean to labor i n general. B u t 
they were persuaded by the assurance that i f they con
fessed the cases against the i r f e l low unionists w o u l d 
be called off. T h e y gained n o t h i n g else by confessing 
T h e labor w o r l d should remember that. 

T h e fac t t h a t Stee l was r u n n i n g t he " G o v e r n m e n t " 
side o f th is case was b rough t ou t at this t ime. T h e 
o r i g i n a l f o r m o f the agreement called on ly fo r a con
fession f r o m J. B . M c N a m a r a . B u t a te legram f r o m 
the Erec tors ' Assoc ia t ion tha t only a double confession 
would be accepted, stopped the proceedings on the 
p a r t o f " T h e Sta te ," a n d a n e w a g r e e m e n t h a d t o 
be d r a w n up . T h i s a g r e e m e n t s t i l l c o n t a i n e d the 
p r o m i s e t h a t a l l o t h e r p r o s e c u t i o n s s h o u l d be ca l l ed 
off. So b o t h the M c N a m a r a s confessed. 

J. J . g o t five years m o r e t h a n was agreed, and 
the evidence aga ins t the r e s t o f the I r o n W o r k e r s 
was i m m e d i a t e l y t u r n e d o v e r t o t he federa l a u t h o r i 
t ies , and the p r o s e c u t i o n s w e n t m e r r i l y on , i n spi te 
o f an a g r e e m e n t i n t o w h i c h b o t h the State and the 
Erec tors ' Assoc ia t ion had entered. T h a t U . S. Steel 
has been largely d i r ec t ing the prosecut ion at I n 
dianapolis, jus t as i t d i d that i n Los Angeles, has 
been the op in ion o f many observers. I am t o l d 
b y a r e f o r m e r w h o f a v o r e d t he c o n v i c t i o n o f the 
m e n at I n d i a n a p o l i s , t h a t he f o u n d the State 's ex
hibi ts against the unionists not on ly accessible to, 
b u t a c t u a l l y i n the cha rge o f a r e p r e s e n t a t i v e o f the 
E r e c t o r s ' A s s o c i a t i o n . I do n o t d o u b t t h a t e i t he r 
the Steel m i l l i o n s , o r the p r e j u d i c e o f the c o u r t s i n 
the i r favor, has determined the ma in points in this 
t r i a l . A c o n v i c t i o n o f t h i r t y - e i g h t m e n b y one j u r y 
and one j u d g e s i t t i n g l i t t l e m o r e t h a n t h i r t y - e i g h t 
days, a n d g i v i n g one of the i n d i v i d u a l cases e x a c t l y 
one m i n u t e o f separate c o n s i d e r a t i o n , is n o t a m o d e l 
o f pu re j u s t i c e . B u t t h i s fac t does n o t p r o v e t h a t 
the c o n v i c t i o n of t he t h i r t y - e i g h t I r o n W o r k e r s was 
unwar r an t ed I t only proves over again wha t those 
I r o n W o r k e r s be l i eved at the s ta r t , n a m e l y , t h a t 
e v e r y p o w e r t o c r u s h t h e m lies i n t he hands o f t h e i r 
e m p l o y e r s . E v e r y w e a p o n t h a t w e a l t h and u n 
scrupulous t y r a n n y can provide , is against them. 

I say u n s c r u p u l o u s w i t h d e l i b e r a t i o n , because I 
w i s h t o b r i n g o u t the fac t t h a t c r i m e has been c o m 
m i t t e d o n b o t h sides o f t h i s fight, a n d t h a t i f the 
m o n e y f o r p r o s e c u t i o n was i n the hands o f the I r o n 
W o r k e r s , the E r e c t o r s w o u l d be h a v i n g j u s t as h o t 
a t i m e i n the c o u r t s t o - d a y as a n y b o d y else. I 
w i l l descr ibe o n l y one o f the c r i m i n a l acts o f the 
E r e c t o r s ' A s s o c i a t i o n — o n e t h a t became a m a t t e r 
of p u b l i c r e c o r d i n the t r i a l o f Clarence D a r r o w , 
the l a b o r l a w y e r w h o defended t he M c N a m a r a s . 
T h e E r e c t o r s ' A s s o c i a t i o n c o n s p i r e d w i t h the B u r n s 
de tec t ive agency t o " g e t " Clarence D a r r o w , o n a 
charge o f a t t e m p t i n g t o b r i b e a j u r o r . W e happen 
t o k n o w t h a t D a r r o w d i d n o t a t t e m p t t o b r i b e a 
j u r o r , and a n y b o d y w h o w a n t s t o r ead his speech 
i n h is o w n defense m a y k n o w tha t , even i f he had 
wanted to, he could not conceivably have made such 
an at tempt under the circumstances. 

W h a t t h e n d i d B u r n s do, and w h a t d i d the E r e c 
tors ' Associa t ion pay h i m to do? H e got B e r t 
F r a n k l i n , one o f h is m e n , i n t o D a r r o w ' s e m p l o y , 
a n d t h e n had" B e r t F r a n k l i n b r i b e a j u r o r , t a k i n g 
pa ins t o leave p l e n t y o f ev idence t h a t he had done 
so, and s t a t i n g he was a c t i n g f o r D a r r o w . I n c o n 
sequence o f this act, D a r r o w m i g h t be i n the peni 
t e n t i a r y n o w ( a n d the E r e c t o r s ' A s s o c i a t i o n c h u c k 
l i n g over i t ) i f i t w e r e n o t f o r the fac t t h a t F r a n k l i n 
le f t too much evidence. H e took too much pains 
t o le t e v e r y b o d y k n o w t h a t he was b r i b i n g a j u r o r . 
T h e case he made o u t was j u s t t o o g o o d t o be t r u e . 
A n d , m o r e o v e r , b y a r a re f a l l o f l u c k , he d i d the 
b r i b i n g af ter the a g r e e m e n t abou t a confess ion had 
been reached, and a m o t i v e f o r b r i b e r y o n D a r r o w ' s 
par t no longer existed. These t w o accidents have 
saved D a r r o w f r o m the peni tent iary. A n d that the 
whole prosecution was the result o f a c r i m i n a l con
spiracy o f the Erectors ' Associa t ion, is pract ical ly cer

tified by the j u r y that acquit ted h i m — f o r his defense 
acknowledged tha t F r a n k l i n d i d bribe a j u r o r . 

I n o u r o p i n i o n a c o n s p i r a c y t o have j u r y b r i b i n g 
c o m m i t t e d , and t o have i t c o m m i t t e d w i t h a v i e w 
to destroy the repu ta t ion o f a good m a n and send 
h i m t o t he p e n i t e n t i a r y f o r t he bes t years of h is 
l i f e , is a m o r e u n s c r u p u l o u s c r i m e t h a n t he c o n 
s p i r a c y t o d e s t r o y p r o p e r t y i n the i n t e r e s t o f decent 
wages and a chance t o l i v e , w h i c h w e r e the a ims o f 
the S t r u c t u r a l I r o n W o r k e r s . I t seems t o m e t o 
be the act o f a b u n c h o f u n m i t i g a t e d b l a c k g u a r d s , 
and I k n o w t h a t i f t he press i n t h i s c o u n t r y w e r e 
free, the o p i n i o n o f the d i s t i n t e r e s t e d p u b l i c u p o n 
th i s seven yea r s ' fight a n d t he m e r i t s o f the pa r t i e s 
t o i t , w o u l d be o t h e r t h a n i t is. 

I f these are t he w a y s the Stee l T r u s t fights the 
unions, how do you expect the unions to fight the 
Steel Trust? I do not ask this as a rhe to r i ca l ques
t i o n , n o r w i t h a v i e w e i the r t o j u s t i f y o r c o n d e m n 
the d y n a m i t e c o n s p i r a t o r s . T h e y h a d t he courage 
to be c r i m i n a l s i n the defence o f t h e i r u n i o n , w h i c h 
is t h e i r l i f e , a n d t h e y de fended i t f o r t h e t i m e b e i n g 
e f fec tua l ly . T h o s e w h o fee l ca l led o n t o dec ide 
w h e t h e r t h e y are g o o d o r b a d m e n , a n d h o w g o o d 
or h o w bad , are w e l c o m e t o the j o b . T h e q u e s t i o n 
I w a n t t o ask—as a ser ious p r o p o s a l t o y o u r p r ac 
t i c a l i n t e l l i g e n c e — i s t h i s : I f t he Stee l T r u s t is de
t e r m i n e d t o fight t h e e m a n c i p a t i o n o f i t s w o r k e r s 
by eve ry means t h a t m o n e y , and f r a u d , a n d the 
con t ro l o f government , provides, h o w do you expect 
i ts w o r k e r s t o fight t h e Stee l T r u s t ? T h a t is t h e 
b ig question tha t rises out o f the dynamite case. 

A n d , f o r m y pa r t , t h i s is the w a y I answer i t : 
I expec t the w o r k e r s to fight the Stee l T r u s t i n t w o 
gene ra l w a y s w h i c h — t h o u g h t h e y c o u l d n o t have 
done w h a t d y n a m i t e and self-sacr i f ice d i d f o r t he 
S t r u c t u r a l I r o n W o r k e r s j u s t i n t h a t c r i s i s—can t ake 
the place o f d y n a m i t e n o w , a n d do a g r e a t deal m o r e 
f o r a l l the steel w o r k e r s i n the l o n g r u n . 

T h e first o f these th ings is a new k i n d of labor 
a g i t a t i o n t h a t has r e c e n t l y a r i sen i n A m e r i c a — n e w a t 
least i n its s t rength and success, class-conscious as 
opposed to trade-conscious, o r even industry-con
scious, a g i t a t i o n , l e a d i n g t o an o r g a n i z a t i o n o f w o r k 
ers o n the same vas t l ines o n w h i c h c a p i t a l is o r 
gan ized , and l e a d i n g t o s i m u l t a n e o u s s t r ikes o f a l l 
the worke r s i n a g iven indust ry . Revo lu t iona ry U n i o n 
i s m — I don' t care w h o starts i t , w h o seems to be at the 
head o f i t , o r wha t letters y o u place at the top o f i ts 
s ta t ionery—Revolu t ionary U n i o n i s m is one hope o f 
l a b o r aga ins t t he Stee l T r u s t . 

T h e other is united class-conscious voting. Keep 
a r e v o l u t i o n a r y p o w e r i n t he p o l i t i c a l field, a n d y o u 
w i l l find t he c o n t r o l even of Stee l o v e r the l eg i s l a 
tu res and o v e r t he c o u r t s d i m i n i s h e d w i t h e v e r y 
vo te y o u can add t o i t . 

These are the t w o m e t h o d s . C o m b i n e t h e m , as 
t h e y u l t i m a t e l y m u s t c o m b i n e , a n d y o u have the 
p o w e r t h a t w i l l y e t free the w o r k e r s of the w o r l d . 
I t w i l l t ake m o r e t i m e , m o r e m o n e y , m o r e i n g e n u i t y 
and close counsel, to plant the idea o f class so l ida r i ty 
i n the m i n d o f eve ry w o r k e r i n t he Steel I n d u s t r y 
t h a n i t w o u l d t o p l a n t d y n a m i t e unde r a t h o u s a n d of 
i ts f ac to r i e s , b u t y o u can do i t . Y o u can s t a r t w i t h 
th i s c o n v i c t i o n o f the d y n a m i t e r s , i f y o u w i l l s t and 
with them and for t h em as y o u r brothers , whether 
y o u t h i n k t h e y w e n t w r o n g o r n o t — y o u can m a k e 
th i s event n o t the end o f a secret c o n s p i r a c y , b u t 
the b e g i n n i n g o f an open r e v o l u t i o n a r y a g i t a t i o n 
tha t w i l l s t r i k e i n t o the v e r y h e a r t o f c a p i t a l i s m 
i n t h i s c o u n t r y . F o r i t s h e a r t is made o f s teel . 
A n d t h a t is w h y w e ca l l t h i s an o p p o r t u n i t y as w e l l 
as a tragedy. 

M . E . 



Drawn by John Sloan. 

D i r e c t " A c t i o n " ! 
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Drawings by Arthur Young D I T T O 
We are green at the ed i to r ia l business. W e thought 

that when an edi tor had t r i m m e d up an idea 
and displayed i t i n the show w i n d o w on the f r o n t 
page o f his paper fo r a mon th , the publ ic w o u l d be 
f a i r l y f ami l i a r w i t h its contours , and he could b r i n g 
out a new idea, i f he had any, the nex t m o n t h . W e 
though t the diff icul ty o f the ed i to r i a l business was to 
keep up a large stock o f new ideas. W e f ind on the 
con t r a ry tha t ha rd ly anybody gets acquainted w i t h an 
idea tha t has on ly been i n the w i n d o w f o r one m o n t h , 
and the business o f an edi tor is to keep the same idea 
there a l l the t ime, on ly change its clothes once in a 
whi le—say the same t h i n g over again w i t h o u t repeat
i n g i t . 

T a k e that idea we pu t f o r w a r d last t ime about the 
foolishness o f t h i n k i n g po l i t i ca l act ion and di rec t ac
t i o n are opposed. N o w we dressed out tha t idea to 
the ve ry best o f our ab i l i ty and taste. W e showed 
that the whole dispute that goes by the name o f "po
l i t i c a l versus d i rect ac t ion" is the p roduc t of an o l d -
fashioned w a y of t h i n k i n g . A n d we said that our at
t i tude , w h i c h we expla ined o f course to be the only 
correct and w h o l l y in te l l igent at t i tude, was to advo
cate bo th k inds o f act ion as necessary, and no t waste 
any t ime t r y i n g to decide w h i c h is the most impor tan t . 
W h a t was our astonishment, then, d u r i n g our wander
ings among men interested i n these problems, to hear 
i t announced that " T H E M A S S E S is a Syndical is t Pub
l i ca t ion , and John Sloan" ( w h o drew a p ic ture of 
w h a t actual ly happened to h i m i n a p o l l i n g place) "is 
a Syndical is t w i t h anarchist tendencies." I t seems as 
i f y o u can't open y o u r m o u t h i n any d i rec t ion these 
days w i t h o u t ge t t ing a new "ist" t h r o w n at you. W e l l 
—we're not discouraged by this. O n l y we see we had 
a w r o n g idea o f the ed i to r i a l business, and i t isn ' t 
qui te such a d r a in on a man's resources as we thought 
i t was. A l l we've got to do this m o n t h is to take i n 
tha t idea we put f o r w a r d last t ime, dress i t up i n a 
new suit o f clothes, and stick i t out again i n the f r o n t -
co lumn . 

So here i t i s ! A n d please take a good look at i t 
this t i m e : 

W h e n we publ ish a car toon showing possible l i m i 
ta t ions o f po l i t i c a l act ion as a means to the r evo lu 
t i o n , we are no t saying that po l i t i c a l act ion is no good, 
we are t r y i n g to t e l l you that the idea o f po l i t i ca l ac
t i o n ought not to be t u rned in to a dogma. I t ought 
no t to be regarded as an exclusive method, i n v o l v i n g 
a denial o f the value o f a l l o ther methods. I t ought 
no t to be an i d o l , but an idea. I t ought not t o con t ro l 
o u r m i n d s ; ou r minds ought to c o n t r o l i t . 

A n d l ikewise when we publ ish a cartoon—as we do 
he rewi th—showing l imi t a t ions o f direct action, we are 

not saying that d i rec t act ion is no good, bu t we are 
t r y i n g to t e l l y o u that th is idea ought no t to be tu rned 
in to a dogma either. 

These t w o methods do not conflict w i t h each other. 
T h e y supplement each other. A n d we believe that 
the dispute w h i c h centers a round them, arises m a i n l y 
out o f the tendency o f every man to t u r n his pet idea 
in to a l i t t l e god. I t arises out o f the dogmatic habit 
o f t h i n k i n g , and the people on one side o f the dispute 
seem to have the habi t a lmost as bad as the people o n 
the other. W e shall never see a uni ted r evo lu t iona ry 
movement u n t i l they both g r o w up. 

E X P O S U R E O F A N E G A T I V E 

J .P. M O R G A N , the K i n g o f the Jungle, has been 
* d r iven in to a c lear ing and actual ly sighted by 

the public. A b o u t eight square feet o f p r i n t e d " tes t i 
m o n y " has been ext rac ted f r o m h i m , and a l though this 
tes t imony contains absolutely no g l i m m e r o f i n f o r m a 
t i o n upon any subject o r remote ly related to any sub
ject, the general feel ing is one o f h i g h satisfaction. 

W e share this feel ing. W e do not agree w i t h the 
press tha t M r . M o r g a n was "clever and enter ta in ing." 
T h e reason we do not agree is tha t we haven't any 
bank account and we don' t have to. W e t h i n k he was 
d u l l and mere ly dogged i n his evasion o f questions. 
But we do agree that he appeared i n a w h o l l y di f fer
ent l i g h t f r o m that i n w h i c h the publ ic imag ina t ion 
had painted h i m , and tha t this was a good t h i n g . 

F o r twen ty o r t h i r t y years, J. P. M o r g a n has been 
the greatest single power i n this country . A l l that 
t ime he has been active. H e has been do ing things, 
ex t r ao rd ina ry things, th ings o f vast public interest, 
things tha t belong on the f ron t page, double headlines 
i n red ink , w i t h a twelve-poin t leader, and a large pho
tograph. B u t never has any one o f these things that 
J. P. M o r g a n was do ing been so much as ment ioned 
upon any page o f any newspaper i n the count ry . God 
moves i n a myster ious w a y his wonders to p e r f o r m . 
So does the D e v i l , as f a r as we are acquainted w i t h 
h i m . A n d so does J. P. M o r g a n . A n d i f the publ ic 
imag ina t ion has c lo thed this la t ter gent leman w i t h su
perna tura l a t t r ibutes be longing o f r i g h t to either o f 
the other t w o , i t was on ly an inevitable result o f th is 
uncanny silence o f the press. W e can learn a l l we 
w a n t to k n o w about Doc to r P a r k h u r s t o r Theodore 
Roosevelt, whose business is t a l k ing , o r about M r s . 
Lesl ie Car ter or N a t Goodwin , whose business is pre
tending, bu t about J. P . M o r g a n , whose business is 
rea l ly achieving and m o v i n g things, we can learn not 
one single paragraph i n twen ty years. W e j u s t have 

that a w f u l fee l ing tha t you get when y o u k n o w there 
is a man under the house and nobody dares go d o w n 
and ask h i m h o w he got there, o r w h a t he intends 
to do. 

T h a t explains the peculiar a t t i tude o f the publ ic t o 
wards J. P. M o r g a n . A n d the best t h i n g , i f no t the 
on ly t h i n g , th is P u j o enter ta inment commit tee w i l l ac
complish, is to scare h i m out o f the da rk and show the 
public that he is personally n o t h i n g more or less t han 
an o r d i n a r y man, ra ther du l l , but w i t h a s tubborn con
s t i t u t ion and a good head f o r business. H e is j u s t 
the same as the rest o f us. H e has done the same 
things most o f us w o u l d do i f we got the chance. W e 
haven't go t the chance, and that is w h y we f ind our 
selves opposed to h i m i n an economic struggle. 

T h e class s t ruggle is a conflict o f human interests 
that are s imply na tura l . I t is no t bad men against 

Economic Necessity 

Art Young 

good men. I t is not smart against s tupid men. I t is 
not even successful against unsuccessful men, unless 
y o u spell $ucce$$ w i t h a l isp. N o — i t is mere ly a con
flict between those who happened to get i n o n the 
owning business tha t has g r o w n up w i t h mode rn ma
chinery, and those w h o happened to be l o o k i n g the 
other way when the i n d u s t r i a l r evo lu t i on came along. 
Some o f the best people i n the l and are on the o w n 
i n g side. Others are on the w o r k i n g side. Some o f 
the w o r s t crooks tha t ever squi rmed up a spi ra l s ta ir
case are on the w o r k i n g side. Others o f the same, on 
the o w n i n g side. B u t the general average on bo th 
sides is j u s t p la in , o rd ina ry , common, back-par lor fo lks 
l ike J. P. M o r g a n , l o o k i n g out f o r the i r f a m i l y in te r 
ests the best way they can, and l o v i n g to be a power 
i n the communi ty . 

I t is a scientific t r u t h that the babies b o r n i n the 
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poorer classes are born w i t h talents, tendencies, and 
capabili t ies essentially the same as those b o r n i n the 
wea l thy classes. B u t i t takes a l o n g t ime to expla in 
the technical mat te r that underlies th is t r u t h , and so 
i t is a fine t h i n g to have i t a l l set f o r t h i n a dramat ic 
w a y by r end ing the ve i l , and d ragg ing the ve ry h igh 
pr ies t o f the temple o f wea l th out in to the l ime- l igh t , 
and s h o w i n g h o w per fec t ly o r d i n a r y he can be f o r 
s ixteen o r eighteen hours o f steady conversation. 

CLASS S T R U G G L E & CLASS H A T E 
C L A S S hatred? W h y nobody tha t is g r o w n up feels 

any class ha t red w h e n he is s i t t i ng home t h i n k 
i n g about th ings . T h e doct r ine o f the class s t ruggle 
is flatly opposed to class-hate. I t is a ca lm and l o v i n g 
acknowledgment o f the fact tha t ou r problems arise 
ou t o f a confl ict o f interests w h i c h are inevitable and 
a l l r i g h t — a l l r i g h t on bo th sides. 

Loving 
Cup 

Art Young 

B u t o f course af ter you go outdoors and get in to 
the fight i n a concrete s i tuat ion, l ike tha t at L i t t l e 
Fa l l s , where the k n i f e is d r a w n and it 's a clear case o f 
l i f e against profi ts , then y o u begin to see red, and you 
fo rge t a l l about y o u r theory, and s tar t i n ca l l i ng names. 
B u t we ought no t m i n d a few swear words n o w and 
then, so l o n g as our general phi losophy is sound. W e 
don ' t have t o shake hands at the end o f each round . 
T h a t w o u l d l ook s i l ly . 

B u t we do have to keep the sp i r i t o f sympathy and 
good sense a l ive i n our hearts, and recognize a l l a long 
tha t human's is human's. T h e t rue sp i r i t f o r those 
on the under side o f a class s t ruggle is summed up 
fo rever i n the gree t ing o f M o t h e r Jones to the W a r d e n 
at San Quen t in—"Poor boy, God damn y o u r soul, ye 
can't help i t ! " 

Q U A R A N T I N E ! 
N I N E dol lars a week is the least they can pay a 

w o m a n and re ta in the i r o w n self-respect. I t is 
the least a w o m a n can l ive on and keep "decent." So 
says the Publ ic Service Corpora t ion o f N e w Jersey. 
W h a t amount she can l ive on and keep happy, is a 
more in te res t ing question. B u t let us not discuss that . 
L e t us accept this estimate o f the N e w Jersey corpo
r a t i o n as a fact so fa r as i t goes. A woman cannot 
live decently on a cent less than $9.00 a week. 

Las t October the w o r k e r s i n the mi l l s a round L i t t l e 
Fa l l s were ge t t i ng an average wage o f six dollars a 
week. T h e N e w Y o r k Call says five. T h e Evening 
Post says seven. W e ' l l say six. T h a t is one dol la r 
a day. A n d f o r that do l la r they w o r k e d ten hours . 

T h e m o r n i n g the n ine-hour l aw fo r w o m e n went 
i n to effect, a l l these wages were reduced 10 per cent., 
to make up f o r the lost hour . Instead o f $6.00 the 
average is n o w $5.40. A n d that , remember, is the aver
age fo r a l l worke r s . T h e average fo r w o m e n is p rob
ably a good deal lower—runs d o w n perhaps to about 

$4.50. T h a t is, i t runs d o w n to about one-half of the 
least sum upon which, according to the Public Service 
Corporation of New Jersey, a woman can be supposed 
to live decently. 

W h a t do you t h i n k o f that? Y o u t h i n k at least one 
th ing , i f y o u t h i n k freely, and tha t is that those jobs 
at those wages are propagators o f indecency. T h e y 
are generators o f filth and disease. T h e y are a menace 
to the health, l i f e , and mothe rhood of the w o m e n 
worke r s at L i t t l e Fal ls . T h e y are the germs o f p r o s t i 
t u t i o n and a s ta rva t ion o f body and sp i r i t more last
i n g and more a w f u l than the bubonic plague. T h a t is 
wha t y o u th ink . 

A n d wha t have the w o r k e r s done to clean up this 
fes ter ing place, and w a r d off th is evi l? T h e y have 
declared a quarantine on those jobs, as any in te l l igent 
g roup o f people w o u l d do. T h e y have declared that 
any man o r w o m a n w h o enters i n to those occupations 
and spreads that contagion is an enemy o f the i r being 
and the being o f the i r ch i ld ren . A n d they stand pre
pared to enforce tha t declarat ion by every power, 
whether consistent w i t h the personal l ibert ies o f others 
or not , tha t is ready to the i r hands T h e y are ac t ing 
i n defense o f the i r l ives. T h e y are employ ing exact ly 
the r i g h t tha t every commun i ty employs when i t dele
gates to a medical a u t h o r i t y the power to i n f r i nge 
upon the personal l ibe r ty o f men o r w o m e n w h o con
ta in the contagion o f death. The re is no pr inc ip le o f 
personal l i be r t y w h i c h denies to a man, o r a g roup o f 
men, the r i g h t to defend the i r l ives against destruc
t i on . A n d i t is i n defense o f the i r lives against de
s t ruc t ion tha t the s t r ikers o f L i t t l e Fal l s have taken 
whatsoever act ion they have taken. I t is f o r enforc
i n g a quarant ine i n the p ro tec t ion o f human l i f e tha t 
f o r t y - s i x o f them are n o w i n j a i l . A n d i f the people 
o f that commun i ty w h o have t ime to t h i n k , w i l l bu t 
penetrate beyond the fo rms and technicali t ies o f a l aw 
anciently constructed i n the defense o f proper ty , look 
in to the face o f t r u t h , and determine the real ve rd ic t 
o f human jus t ice upon those men of l iber ty , they w i l l 
soon be free. 

NIGGERS A N D N I G H T - R I D E R S 
W H I T E men o f N o r t h e r n Georgia have banded to

gether i n a conspiracy to d r ive out the negroes. 
T h e y s l ink out at n igh t and paste threats o f death on 
the doors o f black famil ies—death, i f they aren' t out 
o f the county in t w e n t y - f o u r hours . The re have been 
enough lynchings i n that v i c i n i t y to p rove they mean 
business, and the negroes are leav ing by the hundreds. 
M a n y o f them are desert ing proper ty—real estate and 
chattels that were the savings o f a l i f e t ime . T h i s is 
wha t y o u call "Race W a r . " 

The re is no more a w f u l t h i n g i n this coun t ry than 
the p rob lem here revealed. I t is the on ly p rob l em o f 
democracy that nobody offers an u l t ima te so lu t ion of . 
I am go ing to offer one now. I t is no t so m u c h " u l t i 
mate," perhaps, as immedia te—for the quest ion where 
we shall finally a r r ive is small compared to the ques
t i o n i n w h a t d i rec t ion we shall go. W e ought to go 
i n the d i rec t ion o f equal i ty and l iber ty . A n d the first 
step i n tha t d i rec t ion , w h e n the whi tes combine against 
the negroes and call i t a race war , is f o r the negroes 
to combine against the whi tes and make i t a race war . 

The re are forces enough i n the condi t ions o f indus
t r y and pol i t ics i n the South, to make a Negroes ' P r o 
tective Assoc ia t ion w i t h a m i l i t a n t sp i r i t a great weapon 
of democracy. A Toussa in t L ' O u v e r t u r e is wha t the 
South needs—a fighting l ibera tor , a negro w i t h power , 
pr ide o f ancestry, and eternal rebel l ion i n his soul. 
Unless y o u l ook to the awakening o f such a man, o r 
a thousand such men and w o m e n among the negroes, 
y o u r ins t i tu t ions o f chari table education w i l l no t amount 
to the land they are b u i l t on. F o r y o u cannot educate 
a suppressed sp i r i t . N o t one c h i l d i n ten m i l l i o n can 
achieve his f u l l s tature against the inh ib i t ions o f a 
humi l i a t ed or contemptuous environment . T h e possi
bi l i t ies o f the black man have never been tested, and 
they never w i l l be tested u n t i l af ter the w i n e o f l i b e r t y 
and independence is in s t i l l ed in to his veins. 

W e v i ew the poss ib i l i ty o f some concentrated ho r 
rors i n the South w i t h calmness, because we believe 
there w i l l be less innocent b lood and less mise ry spread 
over the h i s to ry o f the nex t century, i f the black c i t i 
zens arise and demand respect i n the name o f power , 
than there w i l l be i f they cont inue to be niggers, and 
accept the counsels o f those o f the i r o w n race w h o ad
vise them to be niggers. W h e n we speak f o r m i l i t a n t 
resistance against ty ranny , we speak f o r democracy 
and just ice. Everybody grants th is as t o the past, bu t 
few are bo ld enough to see i t i n the present. 

A s f o r the "u l t imate so lu t ion ," we a re no t great ly 
concerned. N o t h i n g is u l t imate when you get to i t . 
B u t i f the negroes were to d r ive the w h i t e men ou t 
o f N o r t h e r n Georgia, or some other section o f the 
count ry , i t w o u l d go fa r nearer to a so lv ing o f the 
race p rob lem than this homeless and desti tute m i g r a 
t i o n o f good citizens f r o m one unwelcome to another 
w h i c h inaugurates the year 1913. 

They need no t y o u r p i ty . T h e y need no t y o u r e th
nological interest, y o u r u p l i f t endowments. T h e y w a i t 
f o r the i r heroes—for them w h o shall put l i f e and the 
rea l i ty o f ac t ion in to the c ry o f Pau l Laurence D u n b a r : 

"Be p r o u d m y Race i n m i n d and s o u l ; 
T h y name is w r i t on Glory ' s scrol l , 

I n characters o f fire!" 

Art Young 
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Beware o f P i c k p o c k e t s ! Drawn by Maurice Becker. 

T H E D I V I N E D I S C O N T E N T 
(As G. K. Chesterton might have written it, if 

he only had.) 
LOUIS U N T E R M E Y E R 

IN that kaleidoscopic j u m b l e o f education, pre judice 
and beauty that we cal l the M o d e r n W o r l d , more 

hideous er rors , more flagrant misconceptions have per
sisted than even so fearless a s tat is t ician as, say, A n 
thony Comstock could catalog. W e grope i n a da rk 
ness none the less d a r k fo r being m e n t a l ; a darkness 
compared to w h i c h the so-called D a r k Ages were, i f I 
may be pe rmi t t ed to use so fantastic a metaphor, a 
succession o f b r i e f but b l i n d i n g shooting-stars. W i l d 
thoughts and w i l d e r deeds may have filled many a san
guine day, bu t i f the years shone l ike shor t - l ived and 
sinister suns, at least they shone. . . . T h e black
s m i t h had a place no less secure t han the song-
s m i t h ; the a r m o r he fashioned protected and rescued 
m e n ; to-day the same i r o n destroys t hem since i t has 
entered the i r souls. Hosp i t a l i t y , i n those times, was 
someth ing more t han a ha l f -hear ted i n v i t a t i o n f o r a 
funereal week-end ; one could be sure o f cakes and 
ale at every door-step, and every house was a publ ic-
house. W e have merely substi tuted the middle-classes 

fo r the M i d d l e - A g e s . I t used to be considered cheap, 
fo r instance, to o w n slaves. W e have advanced eco
nomica l ly ; we find i t cheap to be slaves. 

I n n o t h i n g is o u r slavery so apparent as i n the i n 
tel lectual fetters we b i n d upon ourselves. N o longer 
do we c ry out, "These th ings are u n w o r t h y o f us" ; 
we ask i n an excess o f h u m i l i t y , " A r e we w o r t h y o f 
these chains?" W e do no t s t ruggle to cast off ou r 
bonds ; we wear them openly, p roud ly , even decorative¬
ly. I f any o f us bear a cross we insist that we ca r ry 
no burden, but are i n d u l g i n g i n a new k i n d o f phys
ical c u l t u r e ; we pre tend tha t o u r c r o w n o f thorns is 
a w r e a t h o f roses! A n d thus a le thargic sat isfact ion 
has begun to r e t a rd the wheels o f the w o r l d ; i t has 
crept, l i ke a stealthy disease, in to the veins o f m e n ; 
i t lays its palsied hand upon the gyra t ions o f the sun, 
and twines its. c lammy fingers a round the unconscious 
centuries. Complacency is the sleeping-sickness o f 
our t ime and Dissa t i s fac t ion i ts cure. W e owe every 
improvement , every convenience, every inven t ion to a 
few dozen dissatisfied men w h o refused to let w e l l 
enough a lone; whose f au l t - f ind ing powers were so 
great tha t our ho r i zon is greater f o r the i r g rumbl ings . 
T h e i r restlessness became new cont inents ; the i r i r r i 
t a t ion sent t ra ins r o a r i n g t h r o u g h the bowels o f m o u n 

ta ins ; messages t h r o u g h the unspanned seas, ships 
t h r o u g h the unchar ted air . Discontent planned the 
wireless, conceived the spinning- jenny, b u i l t the first 
br idge, the last aeroplane. Dissa t i s fac t ion discovered 
A m e r i c a i n 1492; but A m e r i c a has j u s t begun to dis
cover dissatisfaction. Revo l t is the g lor ious her i tage 
o f a b o u n t i f u l energy; i t is the lack o f i t alone w h i c h 
is r evo l t i ng . I l i ke to feel tha t every dawn is a new 
and more s t a r t l i ng exper iment o f discontented Na tu re , 
and that, w i t h each t u r n i n g o f the ear th upon its axis , 
we have accomplished, i n t r u t h , a da i ly r evo lu t ion . 

Perhaps I have obscured w h a t I wished to say be
h i n d a net o f words . I t takes one so l o n g to be b r i e f 
tha t I have to go the longest w a y r o u n d to come to 
the ve ry obvious po in t o f these ra ther pointless para
graphs. N o w that I have come to pu t i t i n a sentence. 
I see tha t I should not have used instances bu t slang, 
whose every utterance crystall izes a host o f images i n 
one s t a r t l i ng metaphor. W h a t ou r complacent w o r l d 
needs is more "knockers"—knockers at o u r i n 
tel lectual doors—"knockers tha t shall waken us 
f r o m inac t i v i t y to act ion, f r o m s lo th fu l peace to 
i n s p i r i t i n g conflict. Centuries ago i t was w r i t t e n , w i t h 
a reverence so deep as to r i n g l ike a challenge f o r a l l 
t i m e : " ' K N O C K ' — a n d i t shall be opened un to y o u ! " 
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9 T H E M A S S E S 

A S I D E - S P L I T T I N G C O M E D Y 
AT this t ime o f widespread solemnity, accompanied by 

dis t inct signs o f peevishness i n the lower classes, 
i t is a p r iv i l ege to press-agent a new Comedian w i t h 
a r e f resh ing and u p l i f t i n g entertainment. W e do no t 
here refer to the Supreme Court ' s inves t iga t ion o f the 
Coal T r u s t w i t h i ts cha rming denouement i n the dis
covery tha t the Coal T r u s t is not a Coal T r u s t af ter 
a l l . T h i s style o f h u m o r was a l l r i g h t i n its day, but 
i t is a funera l compared to the w o r k o f the r i s ing 
Comedian, J. P ie rpon t M o r g a n . 

T h e s te r l ing drama, " T h e M o n e y T r u s t , " was staged 
by the P u j o Commit tee i n W a s h i n g t o n . J. P ie rpon t 
M o r g a n is supposed i n the first act to be the v i l l a i n 
o f the piece, o w n i n g a l l the banks except those tha t 
are empty, and acqu i r ing insurance companies dai ly . 
I t is represented tha t y o u couln ' t get the change f o r 
a dol la r , i f y o u had one, w i t h o u t g o i n g to M o r g a n . 
T h i n g s are g o i n g f r o m bad to worse up to the last 
act, w h e n the great man h imse l f appears and a l l is 
set r i gh t . I t tu rns out tha t there isn ' t any such thing" 
as a money monopoly . H e shows that he is on ly one 
o f many benevolent gent lemen w h o w r i t e m i l l i o n d o l 
lar checks to deserving y o u n g men w h o are good to 
the i r mothers . H e does almost n o t h i n g bu t sit and 
t h i n k about the publ ic g o o d ; some times he goes to 
see a man named R y a n and they sit and t h i n k about 
i t together. H e is not opposed to c o m p e t i t i o n ; o n the 
con t r a ry he takes a l i t t l e h imse l f n o w and then. H e 
is s t rong ly against stock manipu la t ion , and would 
g l a d l y put a stop to i t on ly he has no influence in 
W a l l Street. H e says he has of ten heard the name of 
tha t thoroughfare . 

M r . M o r g a n ' s act alone insures the success o f the 
p roduc t ion . T h e play comes oppor tunely a l t e r the 
close o f the foo tba l l season and w i l l help the t i r e d 
business man pass the hours happi ly u n t i l the opening 
o f the t r a ined donkey exh ib i t i on on M a r c h F o u r t h . 

H O W A R D B R U B A K E R . 

T O R E L I E V E T H E E C C L E S I 
A S T I C A L C O N G E S T I O N 

T H E fate o f the o l d minis ters seems to hang i n the 
balance! One pessimist goes the length o f say

i n g tha t he fears they w i l l have to be ch lo ro fo rmed . 
Is there no t a better way to solve this p rob lem of 
evangelical overproduc t ion? W i t h most o f these o ld 
gentlemen, i t is more a question o f food than o f age. 
Age , i n fact, i f accompanied by a cer ta in amount o f 
d ign i ty , w h i c h is l a rge ly a mat te r o f nour ishment , is 
no disqual if icat ion fo r service upon the upper terraces 
o f the v ineya rd . W h o ever heard o f a bishop being 
h u r t by age? W h y , they improve w i t h age. A n d an 
e lder! Can you imagine an elder be ing too old? "The 
older, the elder," we should say. 

The re are many sides to this question o f p r o v i d i n g 
f o r the o l d heroes o f the L o r d ' s a rmy,—many out-
sides, and there is also an inside upon w h i c h we w i l l 
touch as delicately as possible, as to w h a t we k n o w , 
t hough no one has l i ved to t e l l the whole s tory. Jonah 
came as near to i t as any one, and i t is probable that 
i f the b i g fish had detected the pure f o o d label tha t 
must have been on the prophet, the la t te r w o u l d have 
been retained, and never g iven us ha l f as much o f a 
fish s tory as he d id . H e is the on ly one o f his k i n d 
w h o ever came back. A n d his example need no t dis
courage us, because o f course he d i d not go i n as a 
miss ionary to the whale . 

T h e po in t is t h i s : I s i t no t possible to make r o o m 
i n the ecclesiastical marke t f o r those w h o have passed 
beyond tender years, by" sending more o f the y o u n g 
in to that branch o f the profession i n w h i c h a certain 
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tenderness is absolutely essential. W e refer to the 
w i n g o f the a r m y that is charged w i t h c a r r y i n g the 
news to the far off savage in the cannibal islands. 
A n d this br ings us to the very bone and m a r r o w of 
our subject. 

W e are almost ready to insist tha t by a jud ic ious 
selection o f the mate r ia l destined fo r the fo re ign mis 
s ionary field and fireside, decidedly more r o o m can be 
made i n the home ranks, and there need be no more 
c r o w d i n g ou t o f the w o r t h y o l d men w h o have so 
f a i t h f u l l y borne the burden and heat o f the day. 

A n d the question arises i n this connection, are we 
n o w do ing to the heathen as we w o u l d have t h e m to 
do to us i f we were they, and they were us? A r e we 
devot ing t o the fo re ign miss ionary field the mate r ia l 
that most decidedly appeals to the i r tastes? I f not, 
then our du ty is clear. I f there is a good opening 
f o r f o r e ign missionaries, then i t behooves us to s t ra in 
every nerve and push f o r w a r d an ample supply o f at
t rac t ive y o u n g and tender missionaries, so tha t the 
heathen w h o are c r y i n g fo r sustenance may be filled 
more abundant ly and may acquire a taste f o r miss ion

aries and fo r more and better missionaries. N o t h i n g 
could be better calculated to make the average heathen 
t u r n up his nose to ou r cal l , t han f o r us, when he 
asks f o r the substance o f l i f e , to offer h i m a bag o f 
theological bones. N o t h i n g could do more to weaken 
the enthusiasm o f the c h i l d o f the jung le , o r t o shake 
his confidence i n o u r good f a i t h , t han the appearance 
upon his hospitable shores o f a shipload o f emaciated 
enthusiasts w h o look as i f they had t h r o w n up a l l 
desire fo r l i f e w i t h the i r first meal at sea. T h i s is 
s imply a mat te r f o r selection by the H o m e B o a r d . 
Once let t hem fu rn i sh an abundant supply o f good, 
smooth, even, w e l l - f e d missionaries, p roper ly dressed 
and del ivered at the fireside, and the t h i n g is done, 
done t o a t u r n , and a demand w i l l be created tha t w i l l 
t r y the stoutest hearts i n the v ineya rd to fill. 

T h e n there w i l l be lots o f r o o m i n the ranks as 
w e l l as at the top o f the profession, almost as much 
r o o m i n fact as i n the o l d days o f the bonfire and the 
h u n g r y l ions, w h e n the gospel was taken seriously 
and a min is te r never had the chance to get o ld . 

W I L L HERFORD. 



1O 

economics 

Drawn by Maurice Becker. 

N one So B l i n d As T h o s e W 
T H E M A S S E S , February , 1 9 1 3 . 



I I 

ho C a n ' t A f f o r d T o See 



1 2 

A R I F T OF 
A S T O R Y B Y 

T H E CURSE 
Drawing by John Sloan. 

M I C H A E L P A V L O V s t o o d i n the center o f 
the r o o m f o r a m o m e n t af ter he h a d t u r n e d 
out the gas, and looked about as i f seeking 
s o m e t h i n g . I t was a s m a l l r o o m , s tuffy 

w i t h people and t h i n g s . O n a c o u c h unde r the w i n 
d o w a y o u n g m a n was asleep. H e was b i g a n d s t r o n g 
a n d he b r e a t h e d h e a v i l y . I n the d o u b l e bed t w o 
l i t t l e boys s lept , one at the f o o t , t he o t h e r at the 
head. M i c h a e l t u r n e d s l o w l y f r o m side t o side, peer
i n g i n t o the h o t darkness , his b o d y b e n t s l i g h t l y f o r 
w a r d , l i s t e n i n g . B u t t he re w e r e o n l y t he f o u r w a l l s , 
c lu t te red w i t h smal l pictures, the floor w i t h i ts 
coarse, f r i n g e d r u g , r o u g h t o h is bare feet, a n d his 
th ree b r o t h e r s s leep ing . 

M i c h a e l P a v l o v hes i t a t ed b y the side o f the doub le 
bed as one hesi ta tes before j u m p i n g i n t o deep w a t e r . 
T h e n he g o t i n , d r a w i n g as fa r t o t he edge as pos
sible, and lay s ta r ing up in to the cei l ing, rest ing a 
l i t t l e i n i t s bareness. B u t i t was o n l y f o r a m o m e n t . 
T h e n e x t i t h a d begun , l o w at first, l o u d e r and l oude r , 
the s o u n d he h a d come t o d read , t he sound he t r i e d 
hope less ly t o escape, the sound o f people b r e a t h i n g 
i n the i r sleep. I f he could on ly o u t w i t i t one n ight , he 
m i g h t ge t the uppe r h a n d . I t was useless t o shu t h is 
eyes and t r y t o fo rce h is b r a i n t o a b l a n k . H e h a d 
done t h a t f o r weeks . T h e s o u n d g o t i n u n d e r the 
b l a n k space and beat u p o n i t as the l e a t h e r n m a l l e t 
beats o n the t i g h t e n e d d r u m h e a d . H e c o u l d n o t 
escape. I t a l w a y s c a u g h t up w i t h h i m . S o m e t i m e s , 
d u r i n g the las t weeks , he h a d cove red h i s head and 
p r a y e d t h a t i t m i g h t s top , f o r he f ea red i t n o w w i t h a 
physical fear. B u t i t came on, w i t h o u t a pause, stead
i ly , evenly t h r o u g h the blankets, g r o w i n g u n t i l i t 
r o a r e d l i k e a g r e a t w i n d ove r bare h i l l s . B e y o n d the 
l i g h t s n o r i n g o f J i m o n the c o u c h and the b r e a t h i n g 
o f the t w o small brothers i n bed w i t h h i m , he could 
hear d is t inc t ly , t h r o u g h the t h i n wal l s o f the next 
room, the heavy brea th ing o f the b ig Fedor Pavlov, his 
father, and o f his mother , and behind them, the 
b r e a t h i n g o f h is t h r ee y o u n g e r sisters . S o m e t i m e s 
he f anc ied he c o u l d hear t he t i n y , flutelike b r e a t h o f 
the b a b y i n i t s c r i b beside t he bed of his f a the r and 
m o t h e r . A l l ove r the g r e a t t e n e m e n t i t was the 
same, m e n and w o m e n a n d c h i l d r e n , b r e a t h i n g i n 
the n i g h t . M i c h a e l P a v l o v was a f r a i d o f i t , a f r a i d 
t h a t some n i g h t he w o u l d be d r i v e n t o ge t up a n d 
stop i t—jus t make one l i t t l e spot o f silence i n that 
even, r h y t h m i c beat. 

M i c h a e l P a v l o v was t w e n t y - t w o . I n t h ree m o n t h s 
he was t o be m a r r i e d . H e a n d L e n a w o u l d g o t o 
l ive i n another b r i c k hive. A l l over i t there w o u l d 
be the same s u c k i n g beat, o n l y n o t qu i t e so close. 
T h e r e w o u l d be o n l y L e n a v e r y near, b i g , p i n k , f a i r 
L e n a b r e a t h i n g i n the darkness . H e w o n d e r e d 
w h e t h e r L e n a b r e a t h e d h e a v i l y l i k e J i m . H e r a t h e r 
though t she d id , she was so b i g and s t rong. 
M i c h a e l P a v l o v d i d n o t l i k e the idea, b u t once i t h a d 
come, i t w o u l d no t go away. H e t u rned over, t r y i n g 
t o find a c o o l spot . I f he c o u l d find a c o o l spo t he 
m i g h t be able t o ge t t o sleep. B u t t he re was n o c o o l 
spot . H e was o n the v e r y edge, c u r l e d up t o keep 
away f r o m the mo i s t l y w a r m bodies o f his l i t t l e 
brothers . T h e sma l l boy at the foot slept quiet ly , 
b u t M i s h n a tossed uneas i ly , t h r o w i n g o u t h is legs 
a n d a rms i n spasmodic j e r k s . A s i f f o l l o w i n g a m a g 
net , aga in and aga in , l i t t t l e M i s h n a w o r k e d his w a y 
t o w a r d the g rea t e r coolness of M i c h a e l ' s b o d y . 

E a c h t i m e M i c h a e l pushed h i m away , b u t v e r y 
g e n t l y , f o r M i c h a e l was never r o u g h w i t h M i s h n a . 

H e loved M i s h n a better than he loved his father, o r 
his mother , or any o f his brothers or sisters. Lena 
said o f t e n t h a t he l o v e d t h i s s m a l l b r o t h e r b e t t e r 
t h a n he l o v e d her , b u t t h a t was qu i t e r i d i c u l o u s . 
M i c h a e l l o v e d L e n a as the b o y loves t he g i r l he is 
g o i n g t o m a r r y . M i s h n a he l o v e d as an a r t i s t loves 
his i n s p i r a t i o n . M i s h n a k e p t h is sou l a l i ve . F o r 
h o u r s M i s h n a w o u d s i t close, l i s t e n i n g t o s tor ies o f 
Russia , u n t i l t he d a m p o f e x c i t e m e n t came o u t o n 
h is s m a l l , pa le face a n d his g r e a t b r o w n eyes b u r n e d . 
O n e day J i m h a d o v e r h e a r d t he t w o , t he b i g b r o t h e r 
a n d the l i t t l e . J i m h a d s m i l e d i n h is easy, s l o w w a y . 

" T e l l h i m abou t the M a s t e r , M i c h a e l , a n d - " 
" W h a t a b o u t t he M a s t e r , b r o t h e r ? " 
" N o t h i n g , M i s h n a , n o t h i n g . " A n d M i c h a e l h a d 

looked at J i m so that he stopped smi l ing . F o r 
M i c h a e l never t o l d M i s h n a o f t he h u n g e r , t he h a r d 
ships , o n l y of the flat greenness o f t he field, t he b lue 
sky , the c lean s n o w , t he w o n d e r f u l days w h e n t h e 
M a s t e r t o o k h i m af ter w o l v e s a n d foxes . S o m e t i m e s 
he even w h i s p e r e d these t h i n g s t o the s m a l l b o y i n 
the n i g h t , h o t n i g h t s w h e n n e i t h e r o f t h e m c o u l d 
sleep. T h a t was before M i c h a e l h a d come t o hear 
so c l ea r l y the b r e a t h i n g o f t he sleepers. 

M i s h n a t h r e w o u t an a r m . I t l a y across M i c h a e l ' s 
breast , h o t and t h i n t h r o u g h t he s h i r t . M i c h a e l l i f t e d 
i t g e n t l y , b u t M i s h n a t w i s t e d r e s t l e s s ly a n d began 
t a l k i n g . 

" I t ' s a g r e a t b i g one," e x p l a i n e d M i s h n a . " I t ' s 
f ly ing away up there. I can't reach i t and it 's so 
t h i r s t y . " 

M i c h a e l t u r n e d over . M i s h n a ' s eyes w e r e open 
and he was s ta r ing at the cei l ing. "There i t is— 
b e h i n d t h a t w h i t e c l o u d , the l i t t l e one t h a t l o o k s l i k e 
a s n o w b a l l . T h e r e ' s a m a n " T h e v o i c e rose 
s h a r p l y . " H e ' s s i t t i n g o n the edge of the c l o u d " 

M i c h a e l sat up a n d p u s h e d t he heavy , d a r k h a i r 
f r o m M i s h n a ' s fo rehead . 

" W a k e up, l i t t l e b r o t h e r , w a k e u p . " 
" I t ' s t h i r s t y , " repea ted M i s h n a p e e v i s h l y , " i t can ' t 

find the faucet . T h e b i g man ' s s i t t i n g o n i t . " 
" L i t t l e b r o t h e r , w a k e u p . " M i c h a e l s h o o k h i m . 

" Y o u ' r e d r e a m i n g . " 
M i s h n a t h r e w off M i c h a e l ' s h a n d . " T h e b i g , b l a c k 

bear---- " he began, b u t h is vo ice t r a i l e d t o an i n d i s 
t i n c t m u r m u r . 

Michae l got up and t ip toed in to the k i tchen. A s 
he passed t h r o u g h his parents ' r o o m hot a i r seemed to 
beat and retreat, d r i v e n by the be l lows- l ike b rea th ing 
o f huge Fedor Pavlov. W h e n the water had r u n cold 
M i c h a e l c a r r i e d b a c k a cup t o M i s h n a . T h e l i t t l e 
b o y d r a n k i t g r e e d i l y a n d s t o p p e d t a l k i n g o f t he 
b l a c k bear, b u t he c o n t i n u e d to w h i n e f r o m t i m e to 
t ime and to t h r o w out his arms. 

Michae l though t that he had not slept at a l l , w h e n 
he w o k e w i t h a s t a r t t o hear h is m o t h e r c a l l i n g , 
" M i c h a e l , M i c h a e l , i t ' s a f te r s ix , y o u ' l l be l a t e . " 

M i c h a e l t u m b l e d o u t a n d began t o dress. S u d d e n l y 
he r e m e m b e r e d M i s h n a and t u r n e d t o the bed . 
M i s h n a was s leep ing , b u t h is face was a deep r e d 
a n d h is l i p s c r a c k e d a n d d r y . 

" M i c h a e l , y o u ' l l be l a t e . " M r s . P a v l o v came aga in 
t o t he d o o r . 

" L i t t l e m o t h e r , I t h i n k M i s h n a is s ick . I n t he 
n igh t he ta lked o f strange things, and n o w feel his 
face, i t is l i k e fire." 

M r s . P a v l o v crossed h e a v i l y t o t he bed a n d l a i d 
her h a n d o n M i s h n a ' s fo rehead . 

" H e is hot ." She spoke i n a d u l l , t h i c k way as i f 
she h a d first t o l i f t some w e i g h t f r o m he r b r a i n a n d 
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so l e t f ree he r speech. " H e is h o t , b u t he sleeps. I t 
is n o t m u c h . " 

F r o m the k i tchen beyond, Fedor Pav lov called fo r 
more coffee and she went out, w a l k i n g i n her heavy 
w a y as i f t he l o n g sleep i n the h o t r o o m had n o t 
r e s t ed her . B y t he t i m e M i c h a e l came o u t the o the r s 
had gone. H e d rank his coffee standing, and as he 
passed t h r o u g h the door t u rned to cal l back : 

" D o n o t w a k e M i s h n a . I t is t o o h o t f o r h i m t o 
g o t o s c h o o l . " 

O n c e i n the f a m i l i a r a t m o s p h e r e o f the s l a u g h t e r 
room, M i c h a e l f o rgo t every th ing but his w o r k , w h i c h 
was t o keep f o r e v e r s c r a p i n g the floor. I t was s t u p i d 
w o r k , b u t t he r o u t i n e of i t c a u g h t M i c h a e l as i f he 
w e r e a b i t o f w a s t e o n the b e l t o f a g r e a t w h e e l and 
bo re h i m r o u n d a n d r o u n d . T h e r e was n o t h i n g i n 
the w o r k to prevent h i m f r o m t h i n k i n g o f other 
t h i n g s , b u t t h e r e was no i n c e n t i v e t o t h i n k o f any 
t h i n g else. M i c h a e l P a v l o v h a d been s c r a p i n g the 
floor o f t he s l a u g h t e r r o o m f o r f o u r years . H e ex
pec t ed t o g o o n s c r a p i n g i t . T h e f o r e m a n said he 
was a g o o d m a n . 

A l l day the great steers came d o w n the n a r r o w 
a l l e y w a y , w e r e s t r u c k o n the head and d r o p p e d . 
M i c h a e l and a n o t h e r m a n sc raped t he b l o o d f r o m 
the floor be fo re i t t h i c k e n e d . I t was a l w a y s h o t and 
airless, and l i f e was always being cut off. Sometimes 
t he b i g an ima l s b e l l o w e d t h e i r r e b e l l i o n . I t was l i k e 
the c ry o f a persecuted mob. M i c h a e l had heard sounds 
l i ke tha t i n Russia, and at t imes i t made h i m feel tha t 
peop le w e r e b e i n g k i l l e d . A t o the r s , he c o u l d feel 
the w o r l d outside w a i t i n g f o r i ts food . I t was l ike a 
v o r a c i o u s m o n s t e r never sat isf ied. A l l day m e n 
rushed h i ther and th i the r ge t t ing I t s food . A t n i g h t 
they slept heavi ly to get more f o r I t the nex t day. I t 
let no one rest. A l t h o u g h one couldn ' t see I t , I t 
was as r e a l as the R u s s i a n M a s t e r . I t was a l w a y s 
t h e r e b e h i n d u r g i n g o n . T h e o n l y ones w h o h a d 
escaped, were the t w o o ld rabbis w h o came three 
times a week to k i l l according to Kosher rule . V e n 
erable i n the i r s k u l l caps and long , grey beards, they 
s t o o d beside the b l o c k as i f i t w e r e a sac r i f i c ia l a l ta r , 
a n d m a d e t he l a w f u l cuts . B e t w e e n t i m e s t h e y 
l eaned close t o g e t h e r , endless ly d i scuss ing , m a k i n g 
a n c i e n t ges tures w i t h t h e i r o l d hands . T h e y t a l k e d 
o f f a r a w a y , useless t h i n g s t h a t h a d no b e a r i n g o n 
t he s l a u g h t e r i n g of . t he ca t t l e . T h e i r m o n o t o n o u s , 
s ingsong had i n i t something o f the s t i l l coolness 
o f a v a u l t . T h e y came d o w n the cen tu r ies t o the 
k i l l i n g . 

A s M i c h a e l passed near t h e m the s h o r t e r a n d 
s t o u t e r o f the t w o l o o k e d up and s m i l e d k i n d l y w i t h 
h is s m a l l , b r o w n eyes. 

" I t is h o t t o - d a y . " 

M i c h a e l nodded. " I t is always hot i n here—like the 
a i r i n an oven." 

T h e o l d m a n ra i sed h is head so t h a t h i s b e a r d 
s t o o d o u t f r o m h i s b o d y l i k e a b o a r d , and sni f fed . 

"So. L i k e an oven." H e seemed never to have 
n o t i c e d i t be fo re . " T h e r e w i l l be m u c h s ickness ." 

" M u c h s ickness ." T h e second o l d m a n echoed the 
w o r d s so c lo se ly t h a t i t seemed as i f the first h a d 
sa id the same t h i n g t w i c e . T h e second o l d m a n was 
a l i t t l e o lde r , a l i t t l e d r i e r , a l i t t l e b r o w n e r . H e 
a l w a y s s t o o d a f e w paces b e h i n d , l i k e a she l l f r o m 
w h i c h the first h a d e m e r g e d . 

" A t n i g h t one canno t sleep." M i c h a e l l eaned f o r a 
m o m e n t o n the l o n g hand le o f his r ake and gazed 

i n t o the l e n g t h of the s l a u g h t e r r o o m as i f he saw 
the re T h e I n a b i l i t y t o Sleep l y i n g i n w a i t . 

"So. O n e c a n n o t sleep." T h e first o l d m a n s h o o k 
his head as i f r e v o l v i n g a w o r l d p rob lem. 

" O n e canno t sleep," echoed t he second o l d m a n . 
" T h e r e are so m a n y people . T h e y b rea the so 

l o u d . " M i c h a e l spoke as i f the o l d m a n w i t h t he 
k i n d l i t t l e eyes m i g h t be able t o do s o m e t h i n g a b o u t 
i t . B u t the o l d m a n o n l y s h o o k h is head. 

" Y e s . T h e r e are m a n y peop le . I t is g o o d . T h e 
w o r l d is fo r that—the many people." 

M i c h a e l h a d sc raped c lean the floor a b o u t t h e 
b l o c k and so he passed o n . T h e t w o o l d m e n w e n t 
back t o the d i scuss ion he h a d i n t e r r u p t e d . T h e i r 
sof t s i n g s o n g f o l l o w e d h i m u n t i l i t was k i l l e d b y t he 
heavy t h u d o f a f a l l i n g steer. 

" T h e y are so o l d , " M i c h a e l apologized f o r them, 
" t h e y are as i f dead a l r eady . " 

H i s w o r k d i d n o t t ake h i m near the t w o o l d m e n 
aga in , b u t he saw t h e m t a l k i n g , s m i l i n g s o m e t i m e s , 
un t roub led by the heat, or closeness o f the place. 
I n the m i d d l e o f the a f t e r n o o n t h e y t o o k off t h e i r 
b l o o d - s t a i n e d ap rons a n d w e n t , the s t o u t e r a n d 
y o u n g e r one, as usua l , a f e w steps i n advance . T h e y 
had gone back i n t o the pas t f o r a n o t h e r t w o days . 

O n the stroke o f s ix w o r k stopped. F ive minutes 
l a t e r t he s t reets l e a d i n g f r o m the s t o c k y a r d s w e r e 
c h o k e d w i t h m e n a n d w o m e n h u r r y i n g a w a y . T h e y 
w e n t i n a su l l en , h e a d l o n g f a s h i o n , as i f g e t t i n g a w a y 
f r o m the t h i n g b e h i n d t h e m . 

A s M i c h a e l opened t he k i t c h e n d o o r t he s t e am 
f r o m the ket t le o f cabbage soup dropped about h i m 
l ike a cur ta in . T h r o u g h its t h i n greyness his mothe r 
came t o w a r d h i m f r o m the bedroom. 

" H o w is M i s h n a ? " 
M r s . Pav lov shook her head. " H e is s t i l l i n the 

bed. H e sleeps n e a r l y a l l day. H e w i l l n o t eat— 
and I made i t e x t r a g o o d . " She l o o k e d d o w n h e l p 
lessly at the plate o f s teaming soup i n her hand. 
M i c h a e l fe l t her disappointment and patted her 
shou lde r . 

" N e v e r m i n d , L i t t l e M o t h e r , one does n o t eat m u c h 
i n bed . I t is g o o d t h a t he sleeps." 

A s soon as M i c h a e l h a d w a s h e d his face a n d hands 
at the s i n k he w e n t i n t o M i s h n a . 

" L i t t l e b r o t h e r , " he ca l l ed s o f t l y , " a r t b e t t e r ? " 
M i s h n a opened his b ig , b r o w n eyes. " T e l l — m e a 

s tory," he began, bu t seemed to drop asleep before 
he h a d finished. 

M i c h a e l s t r o k e d back the t h i c k c u r l s l o v i n g l y . 
"Shame, l i t t l e l a zybones . A s t o r y ? W h y , t h o u 
sleepest be fo re I can b e g i n . " 

" M i c h a e l , t he d i n n e r is r e ady . " B i g F e d o r P a v 
lov's voice broke in to the r o o m . 

" I — d o — n o t — w a n t — t h e — s o u p " L i t t l e M i s h n a 
f r o w n e d w e a r i l y . " I do n o t — w a n t — t h e — s o u p , 
b r o t h e r . " 

" N o . A f t e r , I w i l l get thee ice cream. T h a t is 
sweet and c o l d . Y o u w i l l l i k e i t , L i t t l e M i s h n a . " 

M i s h n a s m i l e d f a i n t l y . " I t — i s c o l d . " 
M i c h a e l w e n t b a c k i n t o t he k i t c h e n . F e d o r P a v l o v 

had a l r eady h e l p e d some o f the c h i l d r e n t o a second 
p la te of the t h i c k soup. W h e n i t was a l l gone , M r s . 
Pav lov b rough t three saucers o f apples cooked w i t h 
c i n n a m o n a n d p u t t h e m d o w n before he r h u s b a n d 
a n d J i m a n d M i c h a e l . W h e n the t h r e e m e n h a d 
finished, w i p i n g t he saucers c lean w i t h b i t s o f b read , 
t h e y p u s h e d back t h e i r cha i r s . F e d o r P a v l o v t o o k a 
Russ i an paper f r o m his p o c k e t and filled h is p ipe . 

J i m p u t o n h is h a t and w e n t o u t ; the y o u n g e r c h i l 
d r e n d i sappeared i n t o the s t reet . M r s . P a v l o v t o o k 
the pot o f tea and the bread tha t was lef t , and car r ied 
t h e m o u t t o the b o x o n the fire escape t h a t se rved as 
an ice box, and M i c h a e l f o l l o w e d her. 

" I w i l l g e t a l i t t l e ice c r e a m f o r M i s h n a . H e l i kes 
i t . " 

" Y o u are good to the l i t t l e one—like a father ." M r s . 
P a v l o v ' s h e a v y face l i g h t e n e d . 

" H e is not s t rong. H e is different ." M i c h a e l 
looked d o w n in to the street fa r below, where the c h i l 
d r e n w e r e s c r e a m i n g i n t h e h o t dust . " M o t h e r , 
when I m a r r y Lena we w i l l take h i m . There w i l l be 
m o r e r o o m . I t w i l l " 

" F o r a l i t t l e w h i l e — m o r e r o o m , M i c h a e l . " M r s . 
Pav lov laughed, and Michae l blushed. 

H i s m o t h e r l a i d a s ca r r ed h a n d o n h i s . " I t is so 
w i t h us a l l . I t is n o t t o b l u s h . A t first y o u a n d 
L e n a a lone i n the w o r l d . " M r s . P a v l o v l o o k e d o u t 
o v e r t he r o o f s of the l o w e r houses oppos i t e , as i f 
she could see back in to the past. " T h e n a l i t t l e son, 
a l i t t l e daugh te r . A f t e r t h a t — y o u t w o are n o m o r e 
alone. M o r e sons, more daughters, and i n some way 
a l l t h e w o r l d . " M r s . P a v l o v t u r n e d a n d l o o k e d at 
M i c h a e l . "So . I t is s t range . A t first t h e r e are o n l y 
two—against the w o r l d . A f t e r , there are t w o and— 
a l l t he w o r l d . " M r s . P a v l o v leaned f o r w a r d o n t he 
i r o n r a i l i n g a n d l o o k e d d o w n , s m i l i n g i n t o t he 
c r o w d e d s t ree t b e l o w . " N o . A t first L e n a w i l l n o t 
w a n t M i s h n a . She w i l l w a n t o n l y y o u . A f t e r w a r d s , 
w h e n she has one, t w o o f he r o w n , t h e n she w i l l 
t ake M i s h n a also. I t is t h a t w a y . " 

S u d d e n l y t he b o y t h o u g h t o f the t w o o l d m e n i n 
the s l augh te r r o o m . H i s shou lders d r o o p e d as i f 
a l r eady he f e l t f a i n t l y t he w e i g h t o f the f u t u r e . 

" T h e r e are so m a n y peop le a l r eady i n the w o r l d ! " 
M r s . P a v l o v l o o k e d at h i m p u z z l e d . " M a n y peo

ple? O f course—for w h a t else is the w o r l d ? " 
" M o t h e r , M i s h n a ca l l s . " F e d o r P a v l o v came t o 

the w i n d o w a n d k n o c k e d the ashes o f h is p ipe 
t h r o u g h t he i r o n g r a t i n g . M r s . P a v l o v p u s h e d past 
h i m and w e n t i n . M i c h a e l and h is f a t h e r s t o o d 
w h e r e t h e y w e r e , t he b i g m a n l e a n i n g aga ins t t he 
w i n d o w f r a m e . 

" N e x t w e e k I t h i n k t h e y w i l l fire D i m i t r i . Per 
haps I w i l l g e t the place . T o - d a y the f o r e m a n said 
he w o u l d speak f o r me . I have been l o n g e r t h a n 
any o f the o the r s . I " 

" I t is a g o o d j o b . " Michae l shook off the respon
s i b i l i t y of his o w n f u t u r e a n d t u r n e d t o h is f a the r 
eager ly . 

T h e b i g m a n s m i l e d i n an a w k w a r d , se l f -conscious 
w a y . " Y e s . I t is g o o d . I a m n o t y e t sure, so I 
have n o t t o l d the m o t h e r . She w i l l be g l a d . " 

" W h y does D i m i t r i g o ? " 
" H e is g e t t i n g o l d . L a s t w e e k he made t w i c e the 

same m i s t a k e . T h e c o m p a n y c a n n o t a f f o r d t o keep 
h i m . " T h e r e was a f a i n t no te o f p r i d e i n F e d o r 
P a v l o v ' s v o i c e as i f he a n d the c o m p a n y w e r e n o w 
re spons ib l e t o g e t h e r . 

" I t is a g o o d j o b . T h e L i t t l e M o t h e r " 
"Fedor—Michae l—oh, m y God " 
M i c h a e l was t h r o u g h the w i n d o w before b i g F e d o r 

P a v l o v c o u l d t u r n . 
M r s . P a v l o v k n e l t b y t he bed, her a r m s t h r o w n 

across the smal l figure i n i t . 
" H e is dead. H e is dead." I t was a c r y l i k e the 

f a r a w a y h o w l i n g o f w o l v e s at n i g h t . " H e is dead." 
F e d o r P a v l o v t h r u s t h i s w i f e aside r o u g h l y and 

b e n t d o w n , t u r n i n g the l i t t l e w h i t e face t o the g r e y 
i n g l i g h t . T h e n he began t o sob. 

O n l y M i c h a e l d i d no th ing . H e stood helpless ju s t 
in s ide the door , l i s t e n i n g , l i s t e n i n g t o t he si lence. 
B e h i n d t he s o b b i n g o f F e d o r P a v l o v and h is w i f e 
he h e a r d i t — a l i t t l e r i f t o f s i lence. 
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Drawn by H. J . Turner. 

" O H , HELLO, NELLIE ! H O W DO Y O U L I K E B E I N G M A R R I E D ?" 

" N A I L YOURSELVES TO T H E COUNTER, GIRLS ! T H A T ' S M Y ADVICE ! N A I L YOURSELVES TO T H E COUNTER !" 

T H E L A D Y O F S U S S E X 

EUGENE W O O D 

C O much space is g iven i n the newspapers to what 
happens over and over again, graft-probes, r a i l 

road accidents, and promises to reduce the ta r i f f , that 
on ly the stingiest l i t t l e b i t is l e f t f o r real news, f o r 
w h a t never happened before and cannot happen again, 
say, l i k e the f ind ing of the Sussex sku l l . 

T h i s is the ancientest re l ic o f the human race. 
"Yes ," says Science, t h o u g h t f u l l y cocking her head to 
one side, and screwing up her mou th , " a w f u l l y ape
l ike , i t is t rue , but human beyond a doubt." 

Anc ien t? A d a m was made—Let me f igu re—Adam 
was made j u s t 5,917 years ago, come the 27th o f nex t 
September. B u t th is s k u l l i s—Oh, w e l l , 100,000 years' 
e r ro r , one w a y o r another, w o u l d n ' t count. Some an
cien t ; wha t? 

T h i s box o f bone once he ld a woman's m i n d . H o w 
the Sher lock Holmeses o f an thropology can be so sure 
o f that, the newspapers cannot t e l l and give due space 
to W o o d r o w W i l s o n ' s cold. T h a t she was no cook 
(p robab ly had no fire to cook b y ) and was a slack 
housekeeper that d idn ' t fuss to wash the g r i t off her 
food , they gather f r o m her w e l l - w o r n teeth. B u t here's 
the wonderfules t surmise o f a l l ! F r o m the bumps 
upon her poor dead dome, they find that she could 
reason, and even had the special organs o f the b ra in 
f o r speech, yet couldn ' t t a l k ! A w o m a n and no t t a lk? 

Can i t be that? N o . Imposs ib le ! I was go ing to 

suggest tha t she m i g h t have been the charter m e m 
ber o f the Society Opposed to W o m a n ' s H a v i n g A n y 
Say. Bu t , t hough her s k u l l is th ick , i t isn ' t so l id bone. 
She could reason but not t a l k ; they can. t a lk bu t not 
reason. 

I s th is the answer to the r iddle? A m o n g p r imi t i ve s 
the female is s t ronger than the male. N o t yet but 
soon ( and she was ge t t i ng ready) d i d the Sussex lady 
require a tongue t o t e r r i f y her l o r d i n to behaving. 
She kept h i m i n the n a r r o w pa th by clout ings rather 
than curtain-lectures, by D i r e c t A c t i o n ra ther than 
Par l i amenta r i sm. 

A N U N V E R I F I E D R E P O R T 
C H A R L E S C . M E L L E N , whi te , employed by the 

N e w Y o r k , N e w H a v e n and H a r t f o r d as pres i 
dent, was recently a r ra igned before Judge H o u g h i n 
N e w Y o r k , charged w i t h a conspiracy to defraud Mas 
sachusetts and Rhode I s l and o f a new ra i l road . A 
man who gave his name as Edson J. Chamberla in , and 
w h o cla imed that he also was a r a i l r o a d president by 
trade, was arrested at a resort called the W a l d o r f -
A s t o r i a as an accomplice. B o t h men gave themselves 
up w i t h o u t resistance. A l f r e d W . Smithers , k n o w n 
to the L o n d o n police as " S m i t h y , " cha i rman o f the 
board o f directors o f the G r a n d T r u n k r a i lway , is 
s t i l l at large, but his arrest is m o m e n t a r i l y expected. 
T h e case is a remarkable one i n tha t a l l o f the c u l 
pr i t s are apparently we l l - to -do . 

I n sentencing the t w o prisoners t o the peni ten t ia ry 
the judge declared tha t an example should be made 

o f this type o f offender and that the gang w h i c h has 
been t e r r o r i z i n g the N e w E n g l a n d States for years 
must be b roken up. Chamber la in was g iven a l i g h t 
sentence as a first offender, but the M e l l e n m a n was 
treated t o the m a x i m u m penal ty because of his l o n g 
c r i m i n a l career, especially his recent connect ion w i t h 
the W e s t p o r t and B r i d g e p o r t murders . The outcome 
o f the case is a w e l l mer i t ed rebuke to those who c l a im 
that we have i n this coun t ry one l a w for the r i c h and 
another fo r the poor. 

( N o t e to the E d i t o r : I t may be tha t m y i n f o r m a n t 
has confused the case o f M e l l e n w i t h that of M i l a n o 
and his gang o f y o u n g I ta l ians who b roke i n t o a candy 
store on East Seventy-eighth Street and were sen
tenced about tha t t ime. I hope not , f o r that w o u l d 
give the discontented cr i t ics of o u r cour ts another 
chance to gloat . ) 

H O W A R D B R U B A K E R . 

U N R E A S O N A B L E 
BUT don ' t y o u unders tand," exploded the Capi

tal is t , "we must have a d iv i s ion o f labor. 
N o t h i n g else is possible—we must have a d iv i s ion of 
labor." 

"Just w h a t I ' m after ," said the Lean W o r k m a n , "and 
w h a t I ' m go ing to do nex t is to div ide the labor. I ' m 
go ing to take some f r o m the people w h o have too 
much o f i t and give the ex t r a share to those w h o have 
too l i t t l e . N o w are y o u satisfied?" 

B u t o f course the Capital is t wasn' t . 
H O R A T I O W I N S L O W . 



Conventional Life 
Midnight is come, 

And thinly in the deepness of the gloom 
Truth rises startle-eyed out of a tomb, 

And we are dumb. 

A death-bell tolls, 
And we still shudder round the too smooth bed, 
For Truth makes pallid watch above the dead, 

Freezing our souls. 

But day returns, 
Light and the garish life, and we are brave, 
For Truth sinks wanly down into her grave. 

Yet the heart yearns. 

Max Eastman 

Drawn by Charles A, Winter. 
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ADAM & EVE —THE TRUE STORY 
To be continued. 

S I D E - W A L K D I A L O G U E S 

G E E , who 's the swel l guy i n the automobile? 
She's a peach a l l r i g h t ! " 

" O h , that 's one o' the o l d age pensioners o' the 
Steel T r u s t . " 

" W h a t yer g i v i n ' us?" 
" S u r e ! She's been w o r k i n ' fer 'em fer t w e n t y years 

an ' r e t i r ed . " 
" W h y , she don ' t l ook l ike no more ' n a k i d d o . " 
" W e l l , they t reat yer so whi t e , the longer yer stay 

the younger yer looks. She had to qui t , er she'd a 
been l o o k i n ' l ike a baby ' f o r e l o n g . " 

" B u t where 'd she g i t the ou t f i t ? " 
" T h e pension, y o u boob! One per cent. o f a t en th 

o f one per cent. o f Iyer last year's earnings FDR l i f e — 
t w o per cent. i f yer dies—green t r a d i n ' stamps fer 
every finger yer lose! I t ' s a regular hand-me-out ." 

"Gee—I 'm g o i n ' t e r qu i t m y j o b ! " 
" W h a t yer do in ' ? " 
" R u n n i n ' a f ew banks." 
" W e l l , ye r better s t ick to i t . ' T a i n t a sure t h i n g 

about the lady. I was on ly go in ' by the i r reports o n 
wel fa re w o r k . " 

I ' V E j u s t f o u n d the cutest l i t t l e apartment , dear 
M r s . V a n T w i l l e r , 3 rooms and 9 baths." 

" O h , y o u lucky t h i n g , I ' v e hun ted a l l over t o w n and 
o n l y saw one decent one w i t h 2 rooms and 7 baths— 
another had 1 r o o m and 9 baths, bu t 1 was a f r a i d i t 
w o u l d be a l i t t l e too smal l . " 

" I s n ' t i t exc i t ing , the w o r l d is m o v i n g so q u i c k l y ! 
Dear M r s . V a n T w i l l e r , w h e n I was a ch i ld , we on ly 
had t w o ba th tubs i n ou r whole house!" 

"Yes, o f course, bu t n o w everyone can af ford an 
auto, and we must have some m a r k o f d i s t i n c t i o n ! 
Good-bye, dear M r s . Fea therg i l l , so g lad to have met 
y o u ! " 

" G O O D ma rn in ' , M r s . O ' B r i e n . H o w are ye? 
H o w is ' t ye're no t at yer j o b th is m a r n i n ' ? " 

"Good m a r n i n ' to ye, M r s . F i t zge ra ld . O i ' m fine. 
O i ' m s o r r y o i can't be s tandin ' t a l k i n ' t o ye. O i ' m on 
me way to Jay Parepoint M o r g i n to b o r r y a thousand 
dol la rs . " 

" A r e ye crazy, gone out o' yer sinses? W h a t ' s the 
madder w i t h ye?" 

" D i d O i say a thousand? O i m i n t a m i l l i o n . O i ' ve 
go t es foine a cheracter es enny on the block, an' O i 
nade the money." 

"Ye ' r e shure gone mad, M r s . F i t zge ra ld . " 
" I t ' s on ly cheracter is needed, he sis. T i n chi lder 

—a no- 'count man—hard work in '—al ' ays paid me bi l ls 
—Eggs is h igh—an ' O i ' m short th is week. Good-bye 
— O i can' t be l o i t e r i n ' ! H i s office hours is shor ter 'n 
me o w n . Mee t me ' t the corner o' F i f t ' A v e n a and 
T h a r t y - f o u r t ' , w e ' l l have a boite at the W a l l d o r f after 
me seein' h im—Good-bye !" 

" S A Y , d i d yer ever hear the likes o f i t ? " 
" W h a t ? " 

" W h y , the cost o f l i v i n ' is m o u n t i n ' so h igh , they ' re 
g o i n ' to make d y i n ' a l i t t l e nicer." 

" I bet Carnegie's behind i t . He 's a noble sou l ! " 
" Y e r can have a band n o w w i t h yer funera l fer the 

same pr ice ." 

Drawn by John Sloan. 

T h e F o r a y 

" I thocht that wuz a f u r r i n ' custom. T h e French 
does i t , they say." 

"Sure—but there a in ' t no t a r i f f yet on dy in ' , an' 
a l l the appurtenances thereto goes a long w i t h i t . " 

" W h a t yer p u t t i n ' ove r?" 

" W e l l , a in ' t i t ye r dooty to die? I t ' s the on 'y way 
to keep d o w n prices. I f yer wuz poor , i t wuz yer 
doo ty to have no ch i ldren , wasn ' t i t ? W e l l , th is is 

the next step i n c iv i l i za t ion . Y e r got ta die, that 's a l l . 
Progress demands i t . " J U L Y C U R T I S . 

Important Distinction 
"ONE t h i n g more ," said F r a n k Doyle , the Na¬

tional Organizer , to the s t r i k i n g Garment 
W o r k e r s , "you must be o rder ly . T h i s is no t a r i o t . 
I t is a smal l Social Revo lu t ion . " 
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Drawn by John Sloan. T h e S i x t h D a y 

Drawn by John Sloan. T h e N i g h t A l a r m 



THE WORLD-WIDE BATTLE LINE 
W i l l i a m English W a l l i n g S O C I A L I S T S AND 

T H E G E N E R A L 
S T R I K E . 

T h e press has w ide ly no
t iced the in te rna t iona l Social
is t demonstrat ions against a 
threatened European war , but 

i t has no t r emarked the i r most impor t an t feature. T h i s 
was the widespread endorsement o f the idea o f the gen
eral s t r ike . V a i l l a n t , the F rench Socialist , s a id : " I n 
France and E n g l a n d we have seen the t ranspor t and 
mine w o r k e r s i n general s tr ikes f o r economic demands, 
and i n B e l g i u m they are n o w prepar ing a general 
s t r ike fo r equal suffrage. Can i t be impract icable fo r 
such a momentous object as peace?" A n d T h e French 
P a r t y unanimously dec lared: "Never were revo
l u t i o n a r y means better ju s t i f i ed than i n the use o f the 
general s t r ike and insurrection fo r the p reven t ion and 
the end ing o f war , and f o r the t ea r ing o f power out 
o f the hands o f the r u l i n g classes tha t unchained i t . " 

W e f requent ly hear o f Socialist disagreements on 
the use o f the general s t r ike . B u t these disagreements 
are on ly as to details. F o r instance, i n France the i r 
repressible Gustave H e r v e f o r m e r l y favored desertion 
at the t ime w a r is declared, w h i l e Jaures ( the m o d 
era te ! ) p re fe r red insurrection at tha t junc tu re . H e 
wanted the t roops to m a r c h to the f ron t ie r , but by 
way of Paris! N o w i t is agreed by bo th tha t the best 
t ime to s t r ike is no t d u r i n g mobi l i za t ion , but either be
fore mob i l i za t ion o r a f ter i t . H e r v e wants the s t r ike 
before, and asked o f the F rench congress that a com
mit tee be appointed to prepare i t . Compere -More l , f o l 
l o w i n g the German Socialists, wants the s t r ike to come 
during the w a r and af ter the t roops have been called 
away. H e believes that i t w o u l d then lead to a social 
r evo lu t i on . T h e resolu t ion adopted combined bo th 
v iews . 

Socialists are ready to declare a general s t r ike fo r 
peace, but i t is chiefly because they believe i t w i l l pre
pare the way to a general s t r ike f o r Social ism. 

IS C A P I T A L I S T 
P E A C E W O R S E 
T H A N WAR? 

T h e object o f Socialist peace 
efforts is no t mere ly peace, 
but Social ism. H a l f the capi
talists are f inancial ly in te r 

ested i n peace. A t the French Congress j u s t men
t ioned , Jaures said, "Capi ta l i sm contains i n i t se l f peace 
as w e l l as war , " and the final resolut ion o f the Con
gress admi t t ed tha t the "democrats" o f the c o u n t r y 
m i g h t be expected to stand against w a r as w e l l as the 
w o r k i n g m e n . T h e difference between Socialist and 
Capi ta l is t peace movements must therefore be empha
sized. 

Baroness von Sut tner n o w has "a p lan fo r m e r g i n g 
a l l the armies and navies o f the w o r l d in to an in te r 
na t iona l police force ." A l l Socialists are aware that 
th is w o u l d mean an in te rna t iona l force fo r suppress
i n g every r evo lu t ion , as happened i n Europe at the 
t ime o f the French Revo lu t ion , and again i n 1849 
when Russia put d o w n the H u n g a r i a n revol t . Social
ists w i l l f avor an in te rna t iona l police force when they 
can con t ro l i t , bu t no t before. 

T H E R I G H T TO 
S T R I K E . 

Roosevelt 's no tor ious ly re
act ionary pos i t ion on this 
question as far as r a i l r o a d 

and government employees are concerned, is undoubt
edly that o f most Progressives. A n d the govern

ment-appointed a rb i t ra tors o f the recent dispute be
tween the ra i l roads and the i r engineers reached the 
same por tentous conc lus ion : 

" A s t r ike i n the a r m y or navy is m u t i n y , and un i 
versa l ly punished as such. 

" T h e same pr inc ip le is applied to seamen because o f 
the public necessity involved . 

" A s t r ike among postal clerks, as among the teach
ers of our publ ic schools, w o u l d be unthinkable . . . . 

" I t is believed that i n the last analysis the on ly so
l u t i o n is to qua l i fy the p r inc ip le o f free con
tract i n the r a i l r o a d service." 

As i n this country , so also i n Germany, the P r o 
gressives w a n t to gain fo r r a i l road employees the empty 
r i gh t to organize, but not the r i g h t to s t r ike . T h i s 
right "they can no more have than the m i l i t a r y , " re
marked D r . Ablass, w h o represented the Progressives 
i n the great Reichstag debate th is December. 

T h e German Socialists are unanimous ly opposed to 
this a t t i tude. Ra i l road employees hav ing been recently 
dismissed i n Essen fo r j o i n i n g an association " w h i c h d i d 
not expressly repudiate the r i g h t to s t r ike ," the Socialist 
representative Bauer declared that "against this menace 
every means o f defense is permissible. H e w h o is co
erced in to res igning [ f r o m his association] is not 
bound by his res ignat ion. H e can quie t ly sign a state
ment that he has resigned, but he is a miserable 
wre t ch i f he real ly does so." T h e speaker was here 
in t e r rup ted by shouts o f approval f r o m the rest o f 
the 110 Socialist members o f the Reichstag. 

The r i g h t o f r a i l w a y employees to s t r ike is i n a l l 
countries ei ther p roh ib i t ed , o r res t r ic ted to a degree 
that amounts to p roh ib i t i on . A n d as Socialists i n a l l 
countries preach the r i g h t and du ty to s t r ike , they ev i 
dent ly stand everywhere fo r law-breaking, not on ly 
d u r i n g some fu ture r evo lu t ion , bu t now. 

S O C I A L I S T 
D E F E A T S ? 

T h e defeat o f certain So
cialist candidates, l ike Con
gressman Berger i n W i s c o n 

sin and legislators M a u r e r and M e r r i l l i n Pennsylvania 
and N e w Y o r k , are signs o f growth—since they 
were b rough t about by a combina t ion o f the opposing 
parties. Congressman Berger 's recent recogni t ion o f 
this fact is epoch m a k i n g . H e says: " T h e Socialists 
cannot c la im any d is t r ic t u n t i l they have an absolute 
m a j o r i t y o f a l l the votes there." U n d e r this rule the 
Socialists have had no r i g h t to c la im M i l w a u k e e o r 
any other impor t an t place i n the count ry . A n d they 
may need several m i l l i o n votes before they can elect 
another Congressman. 

L O C A L L O S S E S 
IN T H E R E C E N T 
E L E C T I O N . 

T h e losses sustained by the 
Socialists i n cer ta in localit ies 
are n o w being reckoned, as 
we l l as the i r unparal le led 

gains i n the count ry at large. Ant i -Soc ia l i s t s say these 
losses occurred i n states l ike Wiscons in , Massachusetts, 
Connecticut, and some places i n Eas tern Pennsylvania, 
because Social ism has been longest k n o w n there, and 
has had the most power . I t is t rue tha t the vote went 
back i n these locali t ies, when compared w i t h 1910. I t 
is evident, however, that i n these places the Social ism 
h i the r to presented to the voters had at t racted persons 
who were essentially Progressives. T h e local leaders 
now admi t this. I n contrast to these losses the gains 
were largest, w i t h o u t exception, i n those states where 
the Social ism presented to the voters was most unlike 
Progress ivism, as i n Ohio , W e s t V i r g i n i a and W e s t e r n 
Pennsylvania, where the vote increased f r o m 50 to 
200 per cent. 

A good example o f the result o f present ing a 
Progressive p rog ram as Social ism has j u s t been 
shown i n Massachusetts-. N o t on ly has the So
cialist vote in this state steadily decreased f o r 
ten years, u n t i l i t is on ly a t h i r d o f wha t 

i t was, but the setback is especially disastrous i n the 
places where experiments i n "munic ipa l Socia l ism" 
were made. A t B r o c k t o n , a f o r m e r "Social is t c i t y , " the 
Socialists are n o w a bad f o u r t h . I n sharp contrast 
w i t h this, the Socialists prac t ica l ly he ld the i r o w n i n 
the c i ty o f But te , Montana , where the M a y o r , D u n 
can, is a Socialist o f the m i l i t a n t type. 

E v i d e n t l y i f the w o r k i n g people can't get Social ism 
f r o m the Socialists they w i l l take the i r Progress iv ism 
f r o m the Progressives. 

P R O G R E S S I V E S 
E X P E L L E D FROM 
S O C I A L I S T 
P A R T I E S . 

W h e n the Socialist Pa r ty 
o f I t a l y , a few months ago, 
expelled h a l f i ts members o f 
Par l iament , i nc lud ing I t a ly ' s 

greatest ora tor , Bissolat i ( w h o has been offered a 
place i n the Cabine t ) , on the g r o u n d that the i r words 
and actions, especially d u r i n g the T r i p o l i war , had 
shown them to be mere Progressives and not Social
ists, many though t th is w o u l d prove a serious loss to 
the I t a l i a n Par ty . B u t the P a r t y on ly lost 2,000 o f its 
26,000 members, and n o w w i t h i n t w o months 2,000 new 
members have been added. T h i s is the most r ap id 
g r o w t h i n the Par ty ' s h i s to ry . 

S i m i l a r results seem to have f o l l o w e d the recent ex
puls ion o f H i l d e b r a n d by an o v e r w h e l m i n g vote o f the 
German P a r t y Congress—the first case impor tan t 
enough to occupy the na t iona l Congress for twen ty 
years. T h e last expuls ion o f th is na t iona l character 
was that o f a g roup o f u l t r a - revo lu t ion i s t s i n c l u d i n g 
Johann Mos t , the Ana rch i s t . H i ldeb rand ' s v iews were 
much l ike those o f a number of leading B r i t i s h Social-
its, and his expuls ion reveals a m a r k e d cont rad ic t ion 
between the German and B r i t i s h parties. 

G O V E R N M E N T 
OWNERSHIP. 

L o u i s Brandeis , Senator L a 
Fol le t te , and even Roosevelt 
have come our f o r g o v e r n 

ment ownersh ip o f ra i l roads or steamships i n N e w 
England , Panama, and Alaska , respectively. A n d the 
New Y o r k Journal has declared f o r government o w n 
ership i n the U n i t e d States. E v i d e n t l y i n a few years 
government ownership, under that or some other name, 
w i l l be the central feature o f a l l Progressive programs. 
T h i s pol icy must no t be confused w i t h Social ism. B . 
L . W i n c h e l l , Cha i rman o f the B o a r d o f the Fr i sco 
System, has shown i n the Atlantic Monthly how 
stockholders may ga in f r o m government owner 
ship, since "no government i n acqu i r ing ra i lways has 
ever pa id an improperly l o w price fo r them." H e says 
that stockholders feel tha t i f properly pa id they could 
invest the i r money elsewhere " w i t h more chance o f 
large prof i ts ." 

A n o t h e r w a y i n w h i c h government ownership may 
be made to benefit the o w n i n g class is shown i n Ger
many, where the state r a i l w a y profits have been used 
either as government revenue to take the place o f i n 
come and inheri tance taxes that w o u l d o therwise be 
levied against capitalists, or have been employed to b u i l d 
up the a rmy and navy i n order to get new markets 
and new investments fo r capital . Moreover , the na
t iona l iza t ion o f the potash and pe t ro leum industries 
n o w proposed i n tha t country , is designed to b r i n g 
l o w e r prices to the smal l capitalist consumers, ag r i cu l 
tur is ts and manufacturers . 

I n Germany, as elsewhere, Socialists agree tha t gov
ernment ownership may be ind i rec t capital ist ownership . 
T h e on ly k i n d o f government ownersh ip Socialists care 
about, is ownership by a r evo lu t iona ry working-c lass 
government . 
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Drawn by Arthur Young. 

SERENE ON-LOOKER : (To The Striker) "VERY UNFORTUNATE SITUATION, 
BUT WHATEVER YOU DO, DON'T USE FORCE." 


	Front Cover
	Cover Design by H. J. Turner

	Contents
	Dynamite against Steel: A Tragedy and an Opportunity, by M. E.
	Direct "Action"! by John Sloan
	Knowledge and Revolution: editorials by Max Eastman
	Beware of Pickpockets! by Maurice Becker
	The Divine Discontent, by Louis Untermeyer
	Discrimination, by Alice Beach Winter
	"I Like a Little Competition," by Art Young
	A Side-Splitting Comedy, by Howard Brubaker
	To Relieve the Ecclesiastical Congestion, by Will Herford
	None So Blind as Those Who Can't Afford to See, by Maurice Becker
	A Rift of Silence, by Adriana Spadoni
	The Curse, by John Sloan
	"Oh, Hello, Nellie!" by H. J. Turner
	The Lady of Sussex, by Eugene Wood
	An Unverified Report, by Howard Brubaker
	Unreasonable, by Hortatio Winslow
	Conventional Life, by Max Eastman
	Illustration for "Conventional Life" by Charles A.  Winter
	Side-Walk Dialogues, by July Curtis
	Adam and Eve—The True Story, by John Sloan
	The Foray
	The Sixth Day
	The Night Alarm

	The World-Wide Battle Line, by William English Walling
	Advertisements
	Back Cover
	"Whatever You Do, Don't Use Force," by Arthur Young


