destroy a United States iIndustry and leave us
ent upon foreign producers in time of war.”

T'he spokesman for another iIndustry—one in which
a large amount of highly skilled hand labor is involved

and which finds it increasingly

difficult to compete with
foreign producers

says that the skills of their workers
are highly useful in time of war, and high tariffs
necessary to insure the industry’s survival in this country
In anticipation of such an emergency.

These illustrations are typical of industries which are

faced with competition from foreign products and which
seek |

sumption is the sole end and purpose

of all production,
and we place the emphasis

on the industry as such.
Once the door is opened to the granting of

favors, there is no logical point at which to
industry is not, in this

special
stop. What
same sense, essential to national
defense? In two global wars, we have discovered that

more than men and guns and tanks and planes are
essential. Yes, even peanuts!

If such reasoning 1S followed. the
close our borders
this

logical end 1s to
to the importation of everything. And
means closing them to the exportation of everything.

Productive Capacity

depend-

used before the war’s end. Political leaders, usua(ljly lg:llk(;
ing in business experience, tio not seem to un erctive
that a major war is primarily a test of the prto iy
capacity of the respective contestants. Theyltry ffom T
pile war goods and withhold military supp 1e§ aptngn
enemy. They frequently act as though the .goo S o1d i
when the war starts were all that each srde wou iy
have. They underestimate the powe.r of resistance al: £
capacity for production of a relatively free peolp
are not subject to absolute eovernmental control. .
With increasing governmental control, our own p e
litical leaders are tending more and more 1n that- sarrrll
fallacious direction as the years go by. At the begmg ug
of World War 11, the government began to worry an c;n_
our supply of natural rubber. It ordered ztntlen:gbber
dustry to build factories and produce synt ehlc e O%
regardless of the cost as compared with the b
natural rubber. True, this synthetic rubber was need g
to fight the war. But what 1s not generaily recog}nlze "
that American private industry-——-mdmduals—-— a eb
perimented and learned how to produce synthetic ruh—
ber at least 18 months before Pearl Harbor. All that the
government actually accomplished was to declarefwaarli
The people, as always, had to produce the tools o]dwal-
and furnish the manpower to use them. We 5honhh o
ways remember that the government can only xvz‘t 0 |
ideas and information and materials from 1ts citizenry;
it cannot give them anything beyond what they them-
selves are capable of producing. TR 1
As a war measure, a government 1S inclined to stop
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