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The Fatal Consequences, &c.

j* S formerly, To now a Days, and in this

rk Country too, the perverfe Scribes, Mark

/ji III 2,4, and blind Leaders, Matdu if: 14*

do trouble and confound many Men, who

with the Do&rine of Calvin, Bez,a and Pifcator arc

fo highly taken, that fome die away in the greateft

Defpair, by adhering to fuch Do&rinc, which teaeheth,

that God, by the eternal Ele&ion in Grace and Wrath,

not regarding the Fall of Adam, or that he could

or would fall in Time; hath abfolutcly in Adam

created (without refpe&ing his future Fall) fome to

eternal Life, and others to eternal Death, becaufehe,

as an abfolute or arbitrary Lord, could deal with

his Creatures according to his Pleafure, as the faid

Cahtn,Be^a&c. did fee forth, //* h Inftk - <fy.*U

€§ P. rn. f 89^ *lr° cap. 24. §* iz. p. 614, Item

BeKA au6t ad Rom. 9. Pifcator in lib. de Gratia Dei%

Viz. We call Predefiination the eternal Decree of God%

wherfh he rejolved by himjelf hm it fhould go with

ever? Man : for they are created not all in [or with}

Condition ; but to fome is deftined eternal Life*

^bers eternal Damnation dec. Whereto the blind

Uid perverfe Scribes further add, that many

Babes of a Span long are under Damnation*

that art in the Mouth of the falle Shep-
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herds, Ezeek. J4': 10. and art confufed and full of

Miftruft of the Grace of God, who has faid that he

is good to alls and his tender Mercies are over all his

Works, PC 14; : Rom, 11: jz. and retameth not

his Anger for ever, Micha 7: 18. pray, let the blind

Leaders alone, as the Lord Jefijs commandeth, Matth*

if: 14. and turn thyfelf to him, the Saviour and

Salvation of all Men, Ifu 4?: J then thou wilt

be happy indeed Ifa, 4f ill. like Mary> Luke 7:

48* CX 10: J?. 11 : * and the prodigal Son,

Luke if* and the penitent Thief on the Crofs, Luke

2 j, 4 J. But ifthou arc a Murderer as Cain had been,

Gen. 4. then do as God would have him to do, Do
well, and leave off Sin ; or art thou an Adukerefs as

the Woman mcntiond fohn. 8. then a£fc as the Lord

efus defired her to do, viz* fin no more. In fhort,

e good and fin no more henceforth, and then

will God no more damn thee than he did Cain or

the Adulterefs, But if thou doft not leave off fin-

ning, then thou condemned thyfelfi forasGoddotk

not tempt any Man to Evil, Co he damncfth no

body, but the Man's own Evil enticing and alluring

bringeth forth to him Sin and Damnation, James 1:

and when thou art upon the Point Life

and Death, and there is no Time more for thee to

do Good in ftead of Evil, and thy Confcience con-

vinced and accufeth thee, that thou haft done only

evil Things and no Good, then do thou count th fclf

worthy and guilty of Damnation, and commit

thyfelf unto God,' and nor unto the Devil, and do not

believe, that God is fo cruel as the Teachers of Pre-

destination and eternal Damnation do defcribe him,

when they teach, that he hath damned the moft Part
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of Men from Eternity, and will never have Mercy

upon them again ; yea, they declare, that God, to (hew

and to manifeft his abfolute Soverignity [as it follows

from the -above mentioned Doctrine of Predeftina-

rion] doth create, prepare and ordain an infinite Num-
ber of Men to cverlafting Damnation, and fo by this

Means make God much worfe than the Devil (for

the latter is not able to do it) and thus they do nothing

elfe, as far as it is in their Power, but dishearten

Men, and drive them away from God, to remain with

the Devil : Now, whofoever doeth fo, ferveth the

Devil, and not God.

Therefore, O Man, when thou art difcouraged,

and ready to doubt of the Grace and Mercy of God,

and art a great Sinner, lying upon thy Death-bed,

let not the transformed Minifters of Righteoufoefs and

Servants of Satan, zCor* 11: ij\ difturbe thee

through their Preachings and Writings, but how-
ever do thou believe, that if God muftcaft thee down
for thy Wickedness into Hell, that yet he will bring

thee out of it again, I Sam, 2:6.* and that he created

thee not unto everlafling Damnationy but to eternal

Life^ Wifd* z: zj, GeneC I : Z7* and that he is only

to this End raanifefted in Chrift Jefus, viz, tofee^

md to fave that which is lo(l% Luke 19: io4 and to

defiroy the Works of the Devily 1.John J : 8. and that

he, being omnipotent, will find thofe which he feeketh

for, and fave them, and certainly will deftroy the

Works of rhe Devil: And do not believe that God,
[rphich is Love, John* 4: 8* *»df retaineth not his

Anger for ever, Micha7:l8, PC ioj ; 9. ] is fuch a
"*'

according to Luthers Translation
~~"
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fovcreign Lord as a tyrannical Monarch, who out

ofAffection loves fome Men and hates others ; or doth

make fome, for his Ambition's fake, to profper exceed-

ingly and others to be eternally miierable; but do
thou believe, that God is a fovereign Lord in the

following manner, That he is God and none elfe,

and that unto him every Knee fhallbow,and every

Tongue fhall fwear, Ifa* 45- : 22. Philipp, 2 : 10, 1 1.

and through his omnipotent Wifdom and Love he

is excellent in working, Ifa* 28: 28> 29. without

defiling to annihilate his Creatures : So that every

Creature which is in Heaven and on the Earthy and
under the Earth, and fuch as are in the Sea> will all

at lafl fay> Bleffmg, and Honour and Glory > and Power
be unto him for ever and ever. Revel, f : I J. And
that God, for to (hew his abfolute Sovereignity, has

no need to create and ordain fome Creatures to an

infinite, everlafting Damnation, like a tyrannical

Monarch ; for, all and every Creature may not de-

prive him of his abfolute Dominion, as they may do
an earthly Monarch; but the Creatures, through their

raging agaivfl God, deprive themfelves of their own
Dominion, Pfalm 2, Ezek. 52* and condemn them-

felves. Therefore do not believe it at #11, that God
fhould condemn the Babes of a Span lode* who,
as we find, would not only fpare Men that could

not difcern between their right Hand and their left,

bur alfo the Cattle, Jonah* 4: 11. who will not afflict

the Children of Men for ever, neither caufeth he

Grief unro them willingly, Lament, j : ji, $2. But

when he is contained to afflict them for their Wic-
kedncts, he doth it only to the End that they may
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feekjiim-* and pout out their Lamentation* and earnejt

Prayers for Redemption Ifa, z6: 16. that he may

have Compaffion on them, as on the prodigal Son*

and deliver them out of all Troubles, or Torments,

in Time and Eternity, fo as he loves to doJfa,Z4:

»*» zz. Hofea. I j : 14. Yea, Godwill difannul their

Covenant with Death, and their Agreement with Hell

/hail not ftand, Ha. z8: I7> 18. and he will

fwallow up Death in Vidory, Ifa. Z f t7> 8- andmake

every Thing new. Rev* Zi : f* How then could it be,

that he mould have made and ordained innume-

rable Men to eternal Death and Damnation ? The

Places of Scripture which feem to be contrary tq

thofe above-cited, will by no means difannul or make

them void, but will only demonftrate the Thing as

it is in itfelh When, for Inftance, Ifa. 66 % Z4. and

Mark 9 : 44. it is written, that their Worm (hall not

die, and their Fire lhall not be quenched, it is very

true, as in Rev. zo, ven. if. ftands, the gnawing

Worm of their bad Confiience dieth not, and their

tormenting Fire is not quenched, as it happens now

and then in this Time by wicked Men, that they do

fupprefs the Accufations of their Confciences by

various Diverfions and Sports, and will not learn to

regard the Word by Tribulations, but in the eternal

Fire the Wicked is reftrained from all Opportunities

to get rid of thefe ghawing Worms and tormenting

Fire, and this Worm liveth always, and this Fire

burnetii continually, that thefe lading Punimments

may teach them to regard the Word i Tet'fi as by

the Fire to befaved 1 Cor+ j : if. And when Match.

Zf : 46. it is faid, that the Wickedfhall go away into
j

A 4 ' everlafiing
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rverlafling Pmifhments, but the RighteoM into Life
eternal^ the Meaning is the fame as the Expreffion
is, becaufe that after the abolifliing of this tempora-
ry World, the Pains andTorments oftheWicked will be
to Eternity fuch as they were here in this Time, and
much greater, infomuch that the Bed of 7$rturey
[which only will teach the Impious to regard rhc

Word] i-s in the Eternity fhorter than that a Man can
ftretch himfelf on it, and the Covering narrower
than that he can map himfelf in it, Ifa. zg : I?, zo,
but it is not to be fuppofed that the Pain is infinite like

the Life ; for the Life tseffential, and God himfelf, John
f : zo. and the Pain is an Accident, and God no more
made it than Death iffelf, Wifdom 1 : 15. and there-
fore they cannot poffibly remain as long as God is

God, who is Life. Neither doth Rev. 24 : improve*
that there is an infinite Pain, but only the long Pe-
riod wherein the Wicked fliall be fhm up in Prifon,

Ifa. Z4: zz. till they fball be vifited : For no Creature
is able to bear fitch Torments eternally. And that
God fliould give them Power or Affiftance to fuffer

fuch eternal Pains, is not to be believed; for he doth
not affiicl willingly, nor grieve the Children of Men,
Lament, 3 : and he ts good to all, PC 14? : And
whereas it is written Rom. g: v. z8~?8. concerning
thofe that are called according to his Purpofe, that

the Juftified, Glorified, and Eletl of God are fore-
known and predsfrinated ; thou mtift not think, thar
inch a highly illuminated Apoftle as Paul was, has
meant fuch a Preordination as is above mentioned,
and as thon bearaft from the Pulpits or readeft in

Book?; no, no; bciicv.- :nc never fuch a Predefti-

nation
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nation came into the Apoftle's Thoughts, the per-

yerfc Scribes do only charge him faifely with it,

which is eafily to be difcerned when thou doft mind
attentively the Meaning of the Scripture, and giveft

more Credit to it than to thy blind Leaders; for fo

doing thou wilt find, that the Apoftle there, Rom*
2

:

1, is fpeaking of them which are in Chrifl fefus%

that no Condemnation is to them ; that they are (#17)
Children, Heirs of God and foint-heirs with Chrifl, if

fa be that they fuffer with him, that they may be alfo

ghrified together ; and if. ig„ the Apoftle reckons^
Sufferings of this Time not worthy to be compared with

the Glory which fhall be revealed in them, and extends

1? to 27. the Circumftances of the Sufferings

further; and then he fays, f. 28« We know that

all Things work^ together, [viz, all Sufferings and

Weaknefles] for good to them that love God, to them
which are the Called according t§ his Purpofe, which

Furp$fe is, through Suffering, f, jf, $6, and many
Iribulations to come to the Glory, 1 8. or to enter

into the Kingdom of God, Ads 14: 22* And the

Apoftle well knowing that a great many would not

like to engage upon fuch Terms, and that they would
dread the Sufferings of this prefent Time, and reckon
the Glory which fhall be revealed in the Lovers of
God and Chrift, not worthy of fuch Sufferings, and

that they would not be faved but by Fire, 1 Cor, J : 1

and God foreknowing that but a few Men would
love to fuffer with his beloved Son, and (o to be exal-

ted with him to the Glory, therefore faith the

Apoftle farther Chap* 8 : 29. For whom he (God) did

foreknow, he alfo dpd predefiinate to be conformed to
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the Image of his Son; and further ir. jo to J J. he

callcth them God's Eletl, and ftieweth their Quali-

fications, f. }f to j?. And his Meaning fimplyis,

that becaufe of their very great Love unto God and

the only Saviour Jefus Chrift they do evidence them-

felvcs to be elecT: of God. But the Apoftle did never

fo much as think on fuch a Predeftination or Elec*

tion of Wrath, or Reprobation, as the blind Leaders

would make Men believe. And as the Apoftles Bre-

thren according to the Flefh, viz. the ferns did count

themfelves unworthy of the Glory and Liberty ofthe

Believers in Jefus Chrift by their Unbelief and En-

mity againft him ; fo hath the Apoftle great Heavi-

nefs and Sorrorv in his Heart, Rom. 9 : 2. and thatalfo

the Believers from among the Gentiles mould not be

high-minded [as the fervs] and boaft that God had

caft them [the fervs] away, and had only accepted

and chofen the Gentiles, in the fame manner as the

fetvs did glory in Haughtinefs to be the only peculiar

and chofen People ofGod above all other Nations, he

having, as they thought (A£h 10) rejected all others,

therefore doth St. Paul demonftrate to the Gentiles,

being their Aipoflley as he had given them to under-

ftand Rom* 11 : 15. the Election of the Jews very

plain, ver if. and acquainceth them Rom. Ch. 9:
10, 11. that there is with God no other Election

than in Jefus Chrift; Gal. j :z8, and that he, who
is joined unto-and loverh him, mall be blefled and
elected, though he be Jew #

or Greek, and that he,

who defpifeth Chrift Jefus, and is not joined unto-

nor with him, fhall be condemned, [though he be

nominated a few or Chnftianj John 1
J*

: 4, 6. and



that therefore no Man fhall truft in a particular

Eledtion, as the Jews had done, and defpife there*

by the Chafing in Chrift, but becaufc Jefus Chrift

has made an Atonement for all Men, CoL I : ZO.

through the Offering of his Body for Sin, which Sacri-

fice is efficacious for ever* Heb* IO : f-XZ. God having

thereby reconciled the World unto himfelf, z Cor. f :

X^, and Jefus having obtained eternal Redemption*

and being able to fave to the utm&jl ; Heb. *}XZf+

CK I? : 12. and that confequently it is'a light Thing

to God to rife up the Tribes of facob, and to refiore the

Preferved of IfraeU and all Things. Ifa. 4? : 6. A&s
y.zi. Wherefore alfo the Apoftle, Rom,ii:$z»
faith, God hath concluded them all in Unbelief, that

he might have Mercy upon all. Rom. 1 1 : $z. The

Meaning of this is, That GOD hath concluded

every Unbeliever, Jew, Gentile, (Sc. by Reafon of

their Unbelief and Difobedience, under the fame

Judgment, in order to convince them that they are

Unbelievers and difobedient, and worthy of the Pu-

nimment of Unbelief, and that He may have Mercy

on every one in his due Time, And the Apoftle,

who, in his Extafy, being exalted to the third

Heaven, 2 Cor. iz* had very well learned theOeco*

nomical Government of God with his Creatures,

never thought on fuch a Hardening, Reje&ion, and

Preparation for Damnation, as the Teachers of Pre-

deftination pretend.

That thou, therefore, O Man, who counteft thy-

felf forlorn, may eft underftand rightly the Meaning

of that Text of Scripture, which the blind Leaders

do hold for the Foundation of their Syftem, viz,

Rom,



Rom. 9: II—JJ> facoi have I loved, hut Efau bave

I hated Z$c> obferve, that the Apoftlc grounds the

Salvation of Men, and the Ele&ion ofGod, only upon
Chrift crucified, as is clearly to be feen in this and

all his other Epiftles; tnd that God doth chufenone

for his Children that are without Chrift. Now,
God foreknew very wefl, before Jacob and Efau

were born, that Jacob would keep clofe to Chrift,

and f the Seed efPromife, Gen. J : 1 f A Chap, zz : I 8*

and that he would believe in Chrift; but chat Efau

would be a Fornicator and prophane Per/on, Hebr. 12

;

%6. and that Jacob would love that which God
loves, but Efau would love that what God doth
hate : therefore it is laid, Jacob have I loved

y &c. If

Efau had loved that what Jacob did love, then

would God have loved him as well as he did love

Jacob; but God (f 14.) is not unrighteous, becaufe he
doth not love the Ungodly, and has not Mercy on
him fo long as he continued! in Wickednefs and is

not gracious to the Wicked, aslongashebetievetb not

on the only begotten Son of God; John j: 16. and
becaule a Man can in no wife help himfelf, (f 16)
but it is of God that fheweth Mercy : And Pharaoh's

Heart being fo hardened that he would mt know of
any Lord above him, neither would hear his Foice,God
differed him to be fo as he defired to be, and there-

fore it is faid, the Lordhardened his Heart. Exod, 9,12.
that He, the true God might prove to thofe falfc

Lords, and to the whole World, that he is greater

than this fuppofedLord upon Earth; m this manner
God has Mercy on whom he will, and hardeneth
whom he will ; and remainerh fhll righteous in all

his
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his Doings. But, faith the wicked Mam Why doth he

yet find fault I for roho hath rejifted his Witt? f. 19*

Nay, bur O man J even therefore finds he fault, be~

caufe then wilt refill his Willy and lay it to h$s Charge

and wilt not bow rhyfelf under him, like the Clay

under the Potter, and therefore (t* 11) he cannot

make thee a Veflel unto Honour, and muft needs

make known his Power and fhew his Wrath untfr

thee, as loth as he is to it, which he proveth by this*

in that he beareth thee with the greateft LongfufFering*

before he maketh of thee [through this thy own

fault] to Damnation a Veflel fit for Wrath. And
fo, O Man, that looked upon rhyfelf as forlorn and

fitted for the Wrath of God and eternal Damnation*

thou may eft fee that the Cafe is not fo, and that the

Apoftle hath not meant* it as the blind Leaders repre-

fent it : I pray, therefore, do not adhere to that per-*

verfe Generation, Matth* mf which, according k>

their corrupt Humour, can do nothing elfe butpoi*

fon Men, as thou wilt find it on 0$ within thyfelS

and in the holy Scripture, that they have milled

and perverted the Jews and thee from Jefus Chrift the

Saviour and Salvation of all Men; tnift thyfelfno
longer to thefe falfe Prophets, Madh* 7 : if. and

grievous Wolves* Ads zot z?* but truft thyfelf unto

Chrift, who faith to thee, March* M S Comemm
me, allje that labour and are heavy laden, andlroillgive

you refi; and befieve certainly,that on ?yery individual

Soul, that turns to the Father like the prodigal Son,

and humbleth itfelf before him, confeffing and

repenting ofits Sin, and inrreateth .hisGracc andMercy

in a right way, he will have Mercy andCoinpaiTiofii;
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that the Father (EpheC } : I j\) will pity fuch a Man,
and be reconciled to him through our Saviour Jefiis

Chrift, who is come to feek and to (ave that which
was loft, as Luke 19 : 10. Ch. 1 f : 17-24. he doth
clearly (hew, And when his Difciples once asked him,
Who then could be faved? Matth. 19: 2f. he an-

fwered, with Men this is imfojfible^ but roith God all

Ihings are pojfible : Let this be thy Beliefj and not
that which the blind Guides do didtate unto thee,

that thou mayeft efcape the Damnation of Hell,

Matth. 2
J"

: and mayeft not fall with them into

the Ditch, Matth. 19 : 24. nor mayeft take thy Por-
tion with them that have their part in the burning
Lafo Rev. 11 : g.






