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MEMORANDUM OF CONVERSATION 

SUBJECT: 

November Ik, 1968 

PARTICIPANTS: 

PLACE: 

COPIES TO: 

Church-Military Relations; Dom^felder's Non-Violence Campaign; 
and M i l i t a r y ^ C i v i c Actiojj^Programs 

General Al^redo/Souto Malan, Fourth Army Commander 
Donor M. 'Lion/ Consul General and USAID Associate D i r e c t o r 
Richard H. Melton, P o l i t i c a l O f f i c e r 

Fourth Army Headquarters, Recife 

Rio 
B r a s f l i a 
ARA/LA/BR 

INR/CS 
INR/RAR 
USAID 

During a courtesy c a l l by Consul General Lion, General Malan made the f o l l o w ­
ing comments of i n t e r e s t : 

SUMMARY 

The B r a z i l i a n Catholic Church i s divided and weakened by i n t e r n a l dissension 
over the proper r o l e i t should play i n the modern world. The Church through­
out i t s long h i s t o r y has undergone many s i m i l a r periods of t e s t i n g and 
emerged strengthened w i t h i t s basic precepts s t i l l i n t a c t ; there i s no 
reason t o believe t h a t i t w i l l not s i m i l a r l y survive i t s current troubles. 
While there i s undoubtedly some communist i n f i l t r a t i o n i n Church ranks, t h i s 
penetration i s by no means so extensive as t o present any immediate danger 
t o the State. Although the M i l i t a r y and the Church share many common objec­
t i v e s , i t has been d i f f i c u l t t o convert t h i s shared i n t e r e s t i n t o cooperative 
endeavors. The Fourth Army i s f o l l o w i n g w i t h i n t e r e s t the slower-than-
expected. progress of Dom Holder's "Non-violence Campaign." while i t does 
not appear th a t the Army could play any u s e f u l r o l e i n the campaign at the 
present time, i t would not h e s i t a t e t o p a r t i c i p a t e i f i t believed i t s c o l ­
l a b o r a t i o n would prove useful. The M i l i t a r y recognizes the need t o improve 
i t s image by presenting the true f a c t s of i t s r o l e i n n a t i o n a l l i f e . I n 
t h i s connection, t r a d i t i o n a l c i v i c a c t i o n programs are also being broadened % 
t o give them greater " s o c i a l content." 1 

******* 

THE CHURCH AND COMMUNISM: The B r a z i l i a n Catholic Church i s t o r n by i n t e r n a l I 
disagreement over the proper r o l e i t should play i n the modern world. While 
. one f a c t i o n tenaciously c l i n g s t o the past, a vocal, mis-named "progressive" | 
mi n o r i t y clamors f o r more ra p i d adjustment t o i t s own i n t e r p r e t a t i o n o f the 
advanced s o c i a l p ositions taken a t Vatican I I . This i n t e r n a l dissension 
weakens the Church as an i n s t i t u t i o n . The Church has o f t e n throughout 
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