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FROM 

SUBJECT 

REr 

r Despite the best e f f o r t s of Embassy o f f i c e r s and the 
Service Attaches, the B r a z i l i a n s b e l a t e d l y declined the 
i n v i t a t i o n . 

The f o l l o w i n g i s a t r a n s l a t i o n of Foreign O f f i c e Note 
No. DCInt/79/539.22(22) of March 20, 1963: 

"The M i n i s t r y of Foreign Relations presents i t s 
compliments t o the Embassy of the United States of 
America and has the honor t o r e f e r t o the o f f e r of 
nine vacancies t o B r a z i l i a n candidates i n the armed 
forces academies of the United States of America. 

"I n r e p l y , the M i n i s t r y of Foreign Relations 
has t o communicate t h a t the contents of the Embassy's 
note were broaght t o the a t t e n t i o n of the Armed Forces 
General S t a f f which, though very g r a t e f u l f o r 
generous o f f e r , f i n d s I t s e l f obliged t o dec l i n e " w i n g 
t o current B r a z i l i a n l e g i s l a t i o n on m i l i t a r y i n s t r u c t i o n . " 

COMMENT: 
5 r On past occasions, the Foreign O f f i c e simply (ignored our 

approaches i n t h i s matter. The present c i t a t i o n oJg IfBp-l 
bases f o r d e c l i n i n g suggests t h a t the GOB wishes ten terminate 
the dialogue. 0 3 

Some B r a z i l i a n m i l i t a r y o f f i c e r s w i t h whom the q u Q t i on 
l _ 
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was discussed have pointed out t h a t i t would not be l e g a l l y possible 
t o commission a graduate of United States service academies i n the 
B r a z i l i a n armed forces unless" the cadet also, e i t h e r before or a f t e r , 
completed a f u l l course of study i n the respective B r a z i l i a n academy. 
Such procedure, I t was noted, would be undesirable f o r many reasons, 
the c h i e f one being t h a t the t o t a l study period would be excessively 
long and an o f f i c e r so educated would begin h i s career at an age 
several years behind h i s own contemporaries. Other o f f i c e r s have 
expressed doubt as t o whether an o f f i c e r r e c e i v i n g t r a i n i n g i n the-. 
United States i n h i s formative years would be able t o a d j u s t himself 
t o the r e l a t i v e l y meager f a c i l i t i e s of the B r a z i l i a n armed f o r c e s . 
I n other words, the conclusion was t h a t such an o f f i c e r would become 11 
a discontented m i s f i t . 

C e rtain amounts of f a l s e p r i d e and u l t r a n a t i o n a l i s m are undoubtedly 
involved I n these r e s e r v a t i o n s . B r a z i l i a n s , w i t h ample j u s t i f i c a t i o n , 
hold t h e i r service academies as objects of great p r e s t i g e and as 
expressions of the B r a z i l i a n p e r s o n a l i t y . I n the l i g h t of t h i s , i t 
i s easier t o understand t h e i r u nwillingness t o do anything t h a t could 
be I n t e r p r e t e d , by B r a z i l i a n s or f o r e i g n e r s , as an i m p l i c a t i o n t h a t 
the n a t i o n a l academies are anything less than the best i n the world--
or at l e a s t the best f o r B r a z i l i a n s . 

E x i s t i n g reservations notwithstanding, the Embassy recommends 
t h a t we continue t o extend these i n v i t a t i o n s each year. We may 
e v e n t u a l l y overcome the r e s i s t a n c e . 

For the Ambassador: 

Counselor f o r 
P o l i t i c a l A f f a i r s 

Exempted from automatic decontrol 
by Charles C ./Carson, P o l i t i c a l O f f i c e r 
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