then they re-establish price controls, tanfts,
and the various other restraints on trade!
They rebel against the 1dea of government-
oranted special privileges to certain persons
and groups, and then demand special priv-
ileges from government for themselves and
their particular groups! They rebel against
Siberia for political prisoners, and then send
political prisoners to Siberia! They rebel
against the Bastille, and then put the guillo-
tine 1n 1ts place!

Even so, the ideas of human freedom which
have been loosed throughout the world dur-
ing the past 500 years are now too strong to
be completely lost again. While the trend of
the past 50 years has been toward more gov-
ernment and less freedom, there 1s no reason
to assume this will continue forever.

A Slow Process

Ix orDER for the highest ideas and ideals of
mankind to prevail generally, 1t seems obvi-
ous that a condition of peace and freedom 1s
required—a society wherein no person mo-
lests any other person; a society wherein no
person prevents any other person from de-
veloping his creative potentialities to the full-
est extent of his understanding and ability.

This desirable state of affairs will not oc-
cur all at once. It will grow only as freedom
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1s understood and as faith in 1t 1s restored. If
one person decides today to practice freedom,
the evolutionary process in human relation-
ships will move forward one more step. | hat
1s the only possible path to freedom—a peace-
ful change in thought and understanding and
action among individual persons.

Anyone can begin the practice of freedom
whenever he chooses to do so. It 1s easy, and
one need not wait upon other persons to agree
before he begins. No committee resolutions or
elections or laws are needed for a person to
begin the practice of freedom. One need
merely resolve not to impose his will—legally
or illegally—upon his peaceful fellow men 1n
their religions, their economic theories, their
attitudes, their morals, their mores, or what-
ever. And then start to practice it.

A Groundless Fear

BuTt suprrose that “scoundrel next door”
takes advantage of your faith in freedom and
begins molesting peaceful you? Well, you will
discover two things: First, your neighbor 1s
just as convinced that you won’t voluntarily
“do the right thing’’ as you are convinced
that he won’t voluntarily “do the right
thing.”” Second, when your words and your
actions have convinced your neighbor that
you have no designs upon him or his, he will
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