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Professor Dipankar Gupta, Professor Andre Beteille, Lt. Gen. V. R. Raghavan,
Shri B.G. Verghese, Dr Shankar Acharya, among others. These lectures are
being organised in collaboration with the New India Foundation, Bangalore.

The second series of lectures is FREEDOM FROM HUNGER which looks at the
issue of poverty that haunts a large proportion of India’s population. The first
lecture was by Smt. Aruna Roy on ‘The Capital of Labour and the Costs of
Deprivation’. This series, which is being conducted jointly with the Centre for
Environment and Food Security, has so far had speakers like Prof. Utsa Patnaik,
Dr Kirit Parikh, Prof. C. Douglas Lummies, Dr Vandana Shiva and Dr Jayathi
Ghosh.

The on-going - lecture/discussion series on DIMENSIONS OF SCIENCE
organised in collaboration with NISTADS, the Toxics Link programmes on
environment and health, and the ‘To Serve’ series, which gives an opportunity to
individuals and groups engaged in humanitarian work to share their experiences
(in collaboration with the Foundation for Human Responsibility of H.H. The Dalai
Lama), have continued to be regular and popular.

Two lectures were held in 2005 under, the OVERWHELMING QUESTION which
was inaugurated in 2004 by the President of India. Prof M.S. Swaminathan spoke
on ‘How to Overcome Hunger and Poverty’ in June.

Prof M.G.K. Menon's lecture was ‘The Road Not Taken which recalled the great
advances made in science and technology and now there had been a
catastrophic decline in ethical values.

THE GROWING CONSCIOUSNESS OF THE OTHER was another lecture
series held from July to early October 2005. The series intent was to initiate a
debate on growing sectarian trends in Indian society. Focusing on the Indian
Muslim, a range of issues confronting the community were selected for
discussion. The attempt was to bring to the open popular myths and remove
prejudices that exist in large sections of Indian society regarding Indian Muslims.

Semina(s/T alks/Discussions

Topics covered in the seminars this year ranged from Security to Energy, Tamil
epics, Re-imaging Delhi, Freedom, and so on. A three stage programme was on
‘National Security: Internal and External Dimensions’.

A one-day seminar on ‘India and its Neighbourhood: Energy Cooperation for
Prosperity’ was organised in collaboration with the Association of Indian
Diplomats. IIC co-sponsored the publication which has come out under the title
Energy and Diplomacy.
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The great Tamil epic, Cilappadikaram, written in the third century AD, was
examined in the course of another one-day seminar which ended with a
Bharatanatyam recital by Priyadarshini Govind who had based her dance on the
epic.

Other interesting seminars were: ‘Re-Imaging Delhi: Master Plans and the City's
Future’; ‘Ancient India New Research’ which presented the work of young
scholars of ancient Indian history and archaeology; ‘Actors and Models of the
Indian Diaspora in International Relations’; ‘National Convention on Judicial
Reforms’; and ‘Towards Greater Human Solidarity: Options for a Plural World'.

The UN Secretary General, Mr. Kofi Annan, spoke on ‘In Larger Freedom'. The
changing role of the United Nations. He remarked that India has been one of the
most eloquent voices helping to shape the UN agenda on behalf of the
developing world. Referring to his Report he emphasized the importance of
three goals: development, security and human rights within the overarching
concept of a larger freedom and expressed the confidence that India’'s leaders
and people would help bring about the far-reaching changes required to reach
these goals.

MID-YEAR REVIEW OF THE INDIAN ECONOMY for the period 2005-2006 was
presented by Dr. M. Govinda Rao, Director, National Institute of Public Finance
and Policy, New Delhi, on 5 November 2005. In his presentation he focused
on fiscal consolidation, tax reforms and regional disparities, as well as on the
policy of public expenditure in India.

This year's lectures and discussions have been wide-ranging, covering current
issues as varied as international relations, education, environment, social issues,
literature, culture and leisure. Some of the distinguished speakers were Dr
Susan George, author of Faith and Credit: The World Bank’s Secular Empire; Dr
Francine Frankel, University of Pennsylvania; Mr. Kanak Mani Dixit, Himal
Foundation; Dr Hans Blix, Chairman, Commission on Weapons of Mass
Destruction; Ms Medha Patkar, Narmada Bachao Andolan; Prof. Irfan Habib,
historian; Professor Deepak Pental, currently Vice-Chancellor of Delhi University;
Shri Valmik Thapar, photographer, filmmaker and leading expert on Tiger
conservation; Dr Abdullah Abdullah, Foreign Minister of Afghanistan; Prof.
Geraldine Forbes, Professor of History, State University, New York; Prof.
Frances Pritchett, Urdu scholar, Columbia University; Mr. Es'kia Mpaphele,
South African writer and Black activist; Dr John A. White, Chancellor, University
of Arakansas; Mr. Francis Alys, leading contemporary artist from Mexico; and Mr.
Giuliano Amato, former Prime Minister of ltaly.

Cultural Programmes

‘Portugal-Call of the Sea’ was a week-long programme series organised in
collaboration with the Portuguese Embassy Cultural Centre comprising four
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exhibitions: Portuguese Travel and Meeting of Civilisations, which mapped
Portugal's maritime discoveries; The Art of Azulejos, posters on the development
of ceramic tiles integral to Portuguese architecture, Porcelain: Myriad
Expressions—hand painted porcelain objects by Bharati Bhatnagar; and
Embroideries—Portugal India: 16" Century Synthesis to Contemporary
Globalisation. Three lectures supported this theme of Portugal's interaction with
the East and South America. The lectures were on ‘Voyages from India to
Portugal in the 17™ and 18" centuries’ by Professor Artur Teodoro de Matos;
‘The First Global Network’ by Professor Luis Filipe Reis Thomaz, both
distinguished historians; and ‘Embroideries-Portugal India, by Dr. Lotika
Varadarajan who also curated the exhibition on embroideries. The programme
was inaugurated by Professor M.G.K. Menon and H.E. Mr. Joaquim Ferreira
Marques, Ambassador of Portugal. The Film Club also screened eight feature
films from Portugal on the occasion.

Glimpses of Serbia and Montenegro was a three day programme which included
a feature film, Goose Feather, a concert, presented by the Wood Wind Trio of the
Beigrade Philharmonic Orchestra; and a documentary, The Enclave of Kosovo.

An international conference on Mahayana Buddhism was inaugurated by H.H.
The Dalai Lama. The Centre organised special events with Tibet House on the
occasion of this 3-day conference.

The Centre has continued to support young and lesser known artists in its music
and dance presentations and noteworth.

A series of popular music programmes in collaboration with the K L. Saigal
Memorial Circle were dedicated to the great musical legends of the 20™ Century:

Music festivals included: a 3-day festival presenting Hindustani vocalists, Shanti
Sharma, Jawad and Mazhar Ali Khan and sitar maestro Shujaat Hussain Khan;
the Bade Ghulam Ali Yaadgar Sabha's annual Shradhanjali festival which
presented women vocalists; and a 2-day Veena festival.

Concerts of Western music were held regularly.

Several plays were performed during the period under review.

Exhibitions

Memorable exhibitions held were: the late Maya Kamath's cartoons, ‘Taking
Time to Stare as Long as Sheep and Cows’; ‘Driven Lives of Indian Truck
Drivers', photographs by Jason Taylor; ‘Mountains of the Mind:Journey with a

Tibetan Painter, canvases by Tenzing Jamyang; ‘The Magic Realism of Light',
photographs by Hiranmoy Karlekar; ‘Stray Feathers - A Study of Avian Forms’,




