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Bust af a Roman emperor, 3fd Century A.D.

FROM a small section of land sacred to three great
religions—Christianity, Judaism and Mohammedan-

ism—archeologists have unearthed rare treasures of the
past. Hundreds of these priceless art and historical objects
are now on display, for the first time in the United States,
at the New York Met useum of Art, in their
current exhibit,
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Among the fascinating displays is a slingstone of the

kind that David used to slay Goliath. There is the jawbone
of an ass, sharpened into a sickle, of the kind Samson
used against the Philistines. There is a tiny seal of the
time of Moses, showing Pharaoh slaying a captive. The
precious Biblical *Dead Sea Scrolls” are there.

A marvelous collection of lamps tells the story of pre-
historic times to the third century. Among them is a beau-
tiful bronze lamp marked with symbols of the Jewish
religion, and beautiful pottery lamps marked with Chris-
tian symbols.
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The spectator will notice that pagan art influenced early
Jewish art, and that Judaic art, in turn, influenced early
Christian art, in its shift from pagan naturalism to mysti-
cal subjects and forms. The whole heart of man is here, a

moving record of his search through all ages for the
beautiful and the good.

The Israeli government has long been aware of their
country’s rich historical potential for archeologists. Con-
sequently, great care has been taken to safeguard as yet
undiscovered treasures. Areas believed to harbor historical
treasures are protected by law.A representatlve of the
Department of Afiiq fpanies every road gang!
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The present exhlblt2 -y ide significance, accord-
ing to Professor William F. Albright, of Johns Hopkins
University, because it is a “'vivid illustration of the fact
that the Bible is a living human document as well as a

Divine revelation.”


