And I believe I speak for all in our group
when I say the Soviet people and their gov-
ernment want more than peace with America.
They want to live and work together with us
as their brothers and sisters and they want
the arms race to end as soon as possible.

SOVIET VISION AND THE NEW MAN

Barbara Hubbard saw our task as a sharing
f wvisiong:; to learn what the future of the
world should be from the Soviet and American
point of view, and see how close we can come.

We met with the Leningrad Peace Committee
for the Soviet answer and I videotaped thelr
response (in black & white, amateur fashion).

The vision they called communism would con-
sist of a new society in which each person

would receive according to their need and

would give according to their ability. Such a
society, they believed, could not be a direct
result of the present socialist system or ev-
en of the children's education which we were
later to observe as possibly the best 1n the
world. (Not their words, but mine - Art).

The belief of the communists was that when
the true communist society would arise, love
would be the real motivation and the State
would 'wither away' - almost the opposite of

the present system called Socialism. For this continued to

to happen, however, a new kind of humanity
must arise; a humanity based on love.

Barbara Hubbard suggested that we ought to
have a special international conference to
work on the creation of the "'newman' and I be-
lieve she has the intention of aqrganizing it
in October. Soviets were very 1nterested.

Some of the Soviets who got to know her
told Barbara that Gorbachov was also on ber
'wavelength' and that had they known her bet-
ter at an earlier date, they might have ar-
ranged for her to meet with him. She hopes to
meet with Gorbachov in October.

USA CONSULATE: AN EXPERIMENT IN CONFIDENCE

A great new age songwriter/singer was an
important part.of our group and so a bunch of
us were happy. to be 1invited to a party at the
U.S. consulate; we felt it would be a great
"new age influence' for them to hear Michael
-Elley sing his songs,

About 40 of us came and to enter we had to
stand in line while a U.S. marine checked
each one's identification. While waiting, it
came to me that I would try an experiment in
confidence so I didn't get out any I.D. When
I got to the front I just said with total as-

surance, '""I'm Art Rosenblum; its O.K.',and I
walked right bsy. |

Leningrad monument: Intourist guide explains
"900 Days'' (of Nazi siege) to Samantha Smith.

The marine turned and stared at me; I
smiled back at him and went on in. He then

-

check the others' 1.D.

About an hour later, I was chatting with
the same marine at the party and he was tel-
ling me that they were prohibited by -our own
government from having any contact with the
Soviets or others fromsany eastern block
country. Our government feared they might
"f£a1l in love with scmeone and SO compromise
security''.

I then said, ''weren't you the one who was
checking our I.D.s outside ?" He was and, 8o
I said, -"What would you do if someone walked
right past without showing any identification
at all ?"

"1'd grab him and throw him out” was the
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certain reply, ''But it's never happened !

Afterwards T wondered why our marines in
the S.U. were not allowed to talk to Soviets,

and came tc think that the real reason is that

they could find the Soviets to be very reason-
able and begin to.wonder what this "cold war"

is all about. Whose 'secutrity' would be com-
promised 7

Throughout our time in the Soviet Union
we had very well prepared guided tours with

L

. A o o
Intourist guides, but at all times we were

Lo

also totally free to do our own thing without

being followed or obServed. We alsc had free
use of the phone system {and most phones in-
side the city are totally free; some require

L

2 kopeks (almost nothing) to taik all you at the hotels where we ste. 1 alsc stayzd st
wish, ' his apartment one night and ilearned much of

OUR WEEK IN MO\SCOW typlcal SOVlEt llfe .

An overnight sleeper train tock us from

Leaingrad to Moscow where my schedule became
sapecially busy, My first intentiorn was to In Moscow alone, there are cver 60 grade
go to the home of my poet friend, Igor Mik- schools where all the children learn Enzlish
hailusenko end bring him the video machine from grade 2 on snd speak 1t fluently by the
and Japanese TV for which he had waited so time they are 11 or 12, Igor supplied m= with
iong. It was great to meet with Igor after a list of 28 of them which our kids ca&zn start
all our letters and phone calls for six or to write letters to now. Soviet studenis are
more monthe. This would be my best chance for eager for our letters. I hope soon tc have &
& really intimate contact with a Soviet citi~ },isting of all such schooisz and be shle to
zen through whom I could really kuow what pair them with schools in our country.
the ordinary people experience. I wish that , , ,
my original plan tc stay with him for severael Right now L& takes 7 - 14 daya'foranléttew‘
days had worked out, for we never realily had e?ch'way,‘but in a few weeks we will ha?& -
enough time together. direct fl}ght schedule (4/wk) between USA &

| Moscow which could reduce that considerabliy
Igor did give me insights that I might not and I intend to ask my top Soviet contacts to

_%;jzﬁve g fen in other ways aind I found that he make a gpecia]_ arrangement for 3pgediﬂg up
is very much like any of us with his fears letters between schools even more.

snd joys and ordinarv humanity. His special
problem 18 that he lost both legs as a boy of
ten during a Nazi air attack and therefore
has a difficult life. However instead of giv-
ing himself to & hatred of the Nazis, Igor
has devoted his life to the cause of peace so
that other children would not have to suffer
as he has. He receives a govermment pension A _ ,
whizh is 647 of the minimum wage and has a it i iy oy ﬁ%}augh&we Fa. EY Geciae T
vrelatively large spartment where he can easi- Wi88 s8upper to make it. (it S i g
soviets spare no expense 1n education and

iy take in an additional person. Most of all,I found T " b and , ﬂ
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ne would like t9 invite an American to come s sp% i e A Frl%ndahlp
there that 1've never experienced in our sys-

and stay with him. . o
. tem. All rooms were decorated with green

1f anyone i8 interested in 8 long term vi- | > _
31t as a guest of Igor's, thev could ceatactjpl&an an@ felt'h?mey, L e PR -REAy LpCatl
me for more information snd &lsc see about an DE118h With teachers and chidren. _

hour of videotape I made of him telling his I must have seen about 400 children aitg-
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iife story including an cut-of-body experience SSther and only three wore eye glassas. 1 un
derstand that emotional stress is a majorx

2t the time he icst his legs. |

Bhe o L i cause of shildes

It would take 3. months to get a guest Iuﬁfﬁzf?fye groblems forb ?fldrﬁn*

visa and some time longer to correspond with =~ S°<€C the Teason 1 was toid that
o=

Tgor and myself, but in that way, one could | -° good food. No chemicals are perm
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arrange an extended visit withour the $100 a °“OViet agriculture.

ENGLISH LANCUACE SPECIAL SCHOCLS

VISIT TO OUR SPECIAL SCHOOL

These schools get s¢ many visits from Am-
erican tour groups that tours go to cach of
the schools in turn to avoid interfering too
much with their educational work.So ocurz was

a long way outside the city but the trip was
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but when

1t was duye

1tted in
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sey for a tourist hotel. One could even earn
JP‘
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good money teaching English pa: ime AN ATTRUTSTIC APPROACH

igor wee, of course thrilled with the VCR The school system in general aims at much
uaforturstely due to myv own impstience I more than academics and children are led ¢to
s 2 mimteks which resultad in the fsilure 1look at the world and one another from z2n gl-
&L & wB8ll power supply that provides it with truistic approach. Almost all of them hope to
i volis 8.e, power, %0 thei ! am now looking some day be invited to join the Communist
for & treveler whas co3n taske Igor another one Prarty. |
from here, Pleass cail at once if you Faelels : i qsed to bellgve that the low;percent%ge
anyone headed for Moscow real soon.{215) ﬁé?mi?“ gﬁrfy*members T Ene §0v1et;Uh10Frwa§a?e
3237 er 849-1235. Pareon -person colliect OK,. O EHAINEaGS .. bgt pya i r?al}se o
only that the party 1is so difficult to enter.
I was abie to bring Igor to meat our group You have to prove your dedication to become a
and to share seversl ecgtely dinnere with us Communist which 1s seen as & great honeor.

3




