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By WILLIAM B. FOSTER, JR.
A controversial teacher

manual containing passages
Governor Stanley has des
scribed as “socialistic” and |
““un - American” was disap-
proved for further use by the

State Board of Education to-
day.

Board members withdrew their
endorsement of the manual after
2 two-hour closed-door confer-
ence with Stanley in the latter’s
office today.

. Effect of the action was to
declare thousands of copies of
' the Book no longer representa-
tive of the official views of the
board and the State Department
of Education and to forbid their
use by schoolteachers and divie
sion superintendents.

The manual first was published
in 1934. The current edition was
revised in 1943. Stanley had di-
rected the board to recall out-
standing copies of the manual
prior to today's meeting.

The Governor concuryed in
today’s action in forbidding fur-
- ther use of the manual iIn the

State school system.

STATEMENT READ

~ Blake T. Newton, president of
'the board, called waiting re-
- porters into the conference room
- at the conclusion of todayv'’s
'meeting and read them this
statement:

“The State Board of Educa-
tion, together with the State
Superintendent of Public Ine

stvnintinan . hnoe ogivan cavefull rnn.

Of Disputed Va. Manual

sideration to criticisms which

"have been recently expressed In

regard to certain statements cone
tained in the ‘Course of Study
for Virginia Elementary Schools,
Grade I-VII’ At its regular
meeting on March 24, 1955, the
board authorized the following
statement:

“The board and the staff of
the State Department of Educa-
tion are of the opinion that the
Manual of Instruction contains
much valid and valuable mate-
rial but have for some time
recognized the need of revision.

“This revision has been 1In
process of accomplishment for
more than a year, and a number
of the sections have already been
issued in revised form and others
are in the process of preparation.

“The section entitled ‘Bases of

. the Course of Study (Section V)

contains some statementgs which
are recognized as objectionable.

' The board does not approve the
“Inclusion of such statements in a

manual of instruction for the use
of teachers.

“For these reasons, the board
disapproves of the use of the
manual entitled ‘Course of Study
for Virginia Elementary Schools,
Grades I-VII’ (1934 edition as re-
vised In 1943) in the publie
schools and requests all division
superintendents to direct the
teachers of their division to with-
draw it from use and confirm
such aetion to the State superin-

.tendent.

“The board expresses its com-
plete confidence in the teachers

~of this State, division superin-
- tendents, the State superintend-
-ent of public instruction, and his
'staff in the Department of Edu-

cation and their absolute loyalty
to American ideals and - tradi-
tions.”

UNCERTAIN ON REVISION

In response to a question,
Dowell T. Howard, State superin-
tendent of public instructicn, said
1t iS unce~tain whether the man-
ual now being revised will con-
tain substitute statements for
the ones to whicR the Governor
objected or whether the new
manual] will eliminate the sec-

See SCHOOL HOARD, Page 2
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