
e

Page 20 The Western Socialist No. 2 — 1962

MAN - THE SOCIAL ANIMAL
Man, the human animal, must satis-

fy certain natural basic needs in
order to survive. He must eat,
drink, excrete, sleep, maintain ade-
quate health and procreate. These
needs constitute the innate nature of
man.

But Man cannot live alone—he must
enter into relationship with his fellows
if he is to develop and maintain ade-
quate mental and physical health. We
know that this dependency of man on
others 1s exhibited in the continuum
of the life process, with the parent-
offspring relationship and with his
existence within the womb and during
infancy. The organism is dependent
upon the maternal organism for the
satisfaction of its needs. This satis-
faction is the result of biological
co-operation between the embryo, or
the infant, and the maternal organism.
The maternal organism, too, can only
exist so long as the cells and tissues
which comprise it act in co-operation
one with the other. An individual
cannot live if, among other functions,
the heart does not pump blood to cir-
culate through the body or the lungs
do not supply oxygen, or blood does
not reach the brain. Food must be
broken down and digested so that the
ingredients necessary to replace worn
tissue and the supply of vitamin and
mineral needs to the body is as-
sured—the whole process of co-oper-
ation within the individual. Man’s life
can only continue so long as his bodily
function are co-operative — in short,
where there is biological harmony.

The above brief look at man as an
individual leads us to examine him as
a social being — one who lives in a

group, subject to the demands and
pressures of modern society. The
nature of this society is based upon
economic conflict. That is, the striv-
ings of one class, (the capitalist class)
to maintain and extend its economic
supremacy and control over the work-
ing class by virtue of its ownership
of all the means of wealth production.
Man, as a member of the working
class, 1s something less than a man —

he is a commodity to be bought and

sold on the labour market, just as
is a pound of sugar, a loaf of bread
or a tube of toothpaste,

Inherent in this capitalist society
is conflict between its component
classes — the working class and
the capitalist class. Concurrently
with this is the existence of conflict
between worker and worker, be-
tween capitalist and capitalist, whether
individual, group or national cap-
italist. This conflict expresses itself
in many forms. The struggle of
the worker to obtain higher pay,
lowered hours of work, improved con-

ditions, or at best, the maintenance
of his present conditions of life. For
the capitalist class this conflict expres-
ses itself in price-cutting, trade rival-
ries, search for markets, new methods
of production, tariffs, Common Mar-
kets, preferred trade agreements,
sanction, embargoes and, finally,
force of arms — war.

This struggle is the direct outcome
of the economic basis of capitalist
society, that is, the ownership of the
means of life by a small minority and
the consequent enslavement of the
majority, the working class, a society
whose existence is dependent upon
the production of commodities for
sale and profit, a society where com-

petition, aggressiveness and rugged
individualism are lauded and exalted
as the finest of virtues. This conflict
i1s apparent in the misery surrounding
us, in the unemployed, the hunger
amidst abundance, the anxiety over

losing one’s job, in industrial strife,
in criminality, prostitution and its
attendant evils, in nationalism, war,
o4 4t

:This condition exists because man’s
social organization is built upon a
division based upon private property
and its relationships, with its con-

sequent innate conflicts and antago-
nisms. This malady is as easily curable
as a tooth-ache from a decayed tooth—
remove it and the pain ceases. Remove
the private property basis from our

society and replace it with common

ownership in the means of life and we

will enjoy a society which is socially
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in  harmony with man’s biological
necessity. Biologically man can live
only by co-operation — economically
and socially he will be forced to co-

operate if he is to survive.
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INTELLECTUAL BANKRUPTCY
“The only system . . . that approaches

an ideal society” is expounded by Kelso
and Adler in “The Capitalist Manifesto.”
Guess what it is? According to E. J. Le-
beaux, Jr. in The Wall St. Journal, 1-10-62,
it is the perfecting “of our now imperfect
capitalism so that an increasing number
of families derive a major or total share
of their income from investments and
therefore, have no mneed for work.” (our
emphasis). He hails this as a “Christian
philosophic concept . . . (because) its ulti-
mate conclusion is... (a) society where
all men are freed from toil and bondage. . .

(and) preserves individual freedom and
private ownership in fact as well as in
name.”

It is indeed naivete to see “income from
mvestments” as resulting from anything
other than “toil and bondage.” There is no

pie in the sky, not in the here anymore
than in the hereafter. Only by the social
cooperation of humans all over the world
in a sane system of society, socialism, can

true INDIVIDUAL freedom be finally
realized?
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LAND OF “MILK AND HONEY”
AND DISCRIMINATION

JERUSALEM (Special) — Israel today
debates whether to enact its first anti-bias
legislation to combat discrimination against
dark-skinned Jews.

Justice Minister Dov Joseph said that it
was ‘“‘a painful matter” but that the exist-
ence of such discrimination here ‘“cannot
be denied.”

Two bills introduced in the parliament
would ban inclusion of questions about an

Israeli’s land of origin in employment ap-
plications and bar discrimination in private
housing on the basis of a prospective
tenant’s birthplace.

They also would make it an offense to
use slurs such as ‘“‘schwartze” (black) while
referring to Jews of Oriental origin.

Jews from Africa and some Mideast

countries are dark complexioned and com-

prise 54 percent of Israel’s 2 million Jews.
They are loosely grouped under the head-
ing of the Oriental community here.
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ADAM SMITH ON MERCANTILIST
CONTROLS

Consumption is the sole end and purpose
of all production; and the interest of the
producer ought to be attended to, only so

far as it may be necessary for promoting
that of the consumer. The maxim is so

perfectly self-evident, that it would be
absurd to attempt to prove it.

But in the mercantile system, the inter-
est of the consumer is almost constantly
sacrificed to that of the producer; and it
seems to consider production, and most

consumption, as the ultimate end and object
of all industry and commerce.

— WALL ST. JOURNAL, 1-23-62
Is it possible that the Wall St. Journal

is finally learning the validity of the social-
ist case: that capitalism IS based on pro-
duction for PROFIT and mot on production
for wuse?
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UNITED STATES DEVELOPING
DEATH RAY

DENVER (AP) — Scientists are devel-
oping a death ray weapon designed to turn

anything it is focused on into a wisp of

gaseous vapor.
Dr. Carl L. Kober of the Martin Co.

plant near Denver yesterday disclosed the
weapon would be partially nuclear-powered.
It would accomplish its destructive work
by throwing a fantastically hot beam on

an object.
Dr. Kober said the supersecret weapon

is conceived as a defensive arm for use

by the U. S. Air Force in helping to police
space in the future.

Prototypes of the weapon under devel-
opment here will be able to produce a

beam in excess of 100,000 degrees, he said.
Temperatures of a million degrees are

possible,
“The effect will be similar to a solar

furnace, or a burning glass through which
sunlight is concentrated on an object,”
the Austrian-born scientist said. “Whatever
it is focused upon evaporates and becomes
gas.”

—ARIZONA REPUBLIC, 12-9.61.
Who’s afraid of the big bad

H-Bomb?


