
T H E W H I T E H O U S E 

W A S H I N G T O N 

>RET - SENSITIVE October 6, 1964 

Minutes of a mee t ing of October 5, 1964, 4:15 p . m . , Cabinet Room 
P r e s e n t w e r e : The P r e s i d e n t , S e c r e t a r y of State , S e c r e t a r y of Defense, 

McGeorge Bundy and, for the l a s t two i t e m s , John McCone 

1. It was a g r e e d that no dec is ion would be taken at p r e s e n t on 
sending the S e c r e t a r y of State to South Vie tnam. The S e c r e t a r y a rgued 
that at p r e s e n t such a v i s i t would be m i s u n d e r s t o o d , lead to c r i t i c i s m , 
and have no pos i t ive r e s u l t s . It might be wise to r e c o n s i d e r the quest ion 
l a t e r . Specif ical ly, the S e c r e t a r y sugges ted that af ter the B r i t i s h 
e lec t ion i t migh t be useful for him to go to the U K and then come home 
by way of the F a r E a s t . 

2 . It was a g r e e d that we would not at p r e s e n t r e spond af f i rmat ive ly 
to Souvanna P h o u m a ' s r e q u e s t for in t e rd ic t ion opera t ions along Route 7. 
We should point out to h im that such opera t ions now would put the onus 
of e s ca l a t i on upon u s . We should not, however , fo rec lose the poss ib i l i ty 
of a different dec i s ion in the event of r enewed host i le act ivi ty by the 
P a t h e t Lao and the Viet Minh. 

3. The P r e s i d e n t approved the next scheduled m a r i n e opera t ion 
under the 34-A p r o g r a m , a pa t ro l p roceed ing to a d is tance of 
t h r e e m i l e s from the North Vie tnamese coas t l ine . 

4. The P r e s i d e n t a g r e e d to a p r o g r a m of Laot ian bombing in the 
communica t ions c o r r i d o r s of Southern L a o s , using the T - 2 8 force now 
ava i l ab le . The S e c r e t a r y of Defense pointed out that t he re was impl i ed 
in this p r o g r a m a l imi ted use of U . S . f i gh t e r s , at some s tage , for 
s u p p r e s s i v e s t r i k e s , but P r e s i d e n t i a l approva l for this p a r t of the 
p r o g r a m was ne i the r asked nor given. 

5. The S e c r e t a r y of State p roposed the fo rmat ion of a nat ional 
commi t t ee for the All iance for P r o g r e s s , and the P r e s i d e n t ag reed . 
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