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...THE GENERAL WELFARE

The preamble to the Constitution of the United
States sets forth six objectives. One of them
has always had major significance for the labor
movement:

“To promote the general welfare.”

What distinguishes the labor movement from
the “special interest” lobbies in Washington
and the state capitals is our concern for the
“general welfare” of our nation and all its
people, rather than the interests of union mem-
bers alone.

It is in that tradition that the issues set forth
in this pamphlet are presented and discussed.

By the end of this year our national produc-
tion will be at a rate of $500 billion a year—

half a trillion dollars, the greatest productive
achievement in the word’s history.

But we must not be dazzled by this statistic.
This apparently impressive figure is too small.
Since 1953 our national economy’s growth has
barely kept pace with the increase in our
population. It has grown too slowly to meet

the long-neglected needs of our own people;
and it has been at a snail’s pace compared to

the surging growth of the Soviet Union, which
threatens to match our industrial power In a
decade.




