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On t h e f o u r t e e n t h of A p r i l , s e v e n t y - s i x y e a r s a g o , t he na t i ons of 

t he W e s t e r n H e m i s p h e r e f o r m a l l y p l e d g e d t h e m s e l v e s to t he jo in t p u r s u i t 
of p e a c e and j u s t i c e for a l l our p e o p l e s . The r e g i o n a l s y s t e m then f r e e l y 
e s t a b l i s h e d , and now know a s the O r g a n i z a t i o n of A m e r i c a n S t a t e s , h a s 
b e e n a g r e a t i n s t r u m e n t for c o o p e r a t i o n t h r o u g h o u t the A m e r i c a s . 

Seven y e a r s ago the A m e r i c a n g o v e r n m e n t s a t Buenos A i r e s began 
c h a r t i n g new d i r e c t i o n s for e c o n o m i c and s o c i a l a d v a n c e m e n t in the 
h e m i s p h e r e . In 1959, we jo in t ly a g r e e d t o e s t a b l i s h t h e I n t e r - A m e r i c a n 
D e v e l o p m e n t Bank t o give new i m p e t u s to e c o n o m i c d e v e l o p m e n t . At 
Bogota the fol lowing y e a r , s o c i a l p r o g r e s s w a s r e c o g n i z e d a s a p a r a l l e l 
ob jec t ive for i n t e r - A m e r i c a n c o o p e r a t i o n . In 1961 a t P u n t a de l E s t e we 
jo ined wi th n i n e t e e n of our s i s t e r r e p u b l i c s in a v a s t c o l l e c t i v e e n t e r p r i s e 
of d e v e l o p m e n t and r e f o r m : the A l l i a n c e for P r o g r e s s . S ince a s s u m i n g 
office in N o v e m b e r 1963 it h a s b e e n m y deep c o n c e r n t h a t the Al l i ance 
should p r o d u c e r e a l and m e a s u r a b l e r e s u l t s i n a c c e l e r a t i n g e c o n o m i c 
g r o w t h , expand ing s o c i a l j u s t i c e , and s t r e n g t h e n i n g d e m o c r a t i c i n s t i t u t i o n s . 

What h a s b e e n a c c o m p l i s h e d in L a t i n A m e r i c a in the l a s t two y e a r s 
shows how far we have fo rged a h e a d . 

In p o l i t i c a l t e r m s t h e r e i s : 
A g rowing n u m b e r of v i g o r o u s p o l i t i c a l l e a d e r s c o m m i t t e d to 
r e v o l u t i o n a r y c h a n g e t h r o u g h r e f o r m in f r e e d o m . 
W i d e r p a r t i c i p a t i o n in t h e d e m o c r a t i c p r o c e s s , p a r t i c u l a r l y a t 
the g r a s s r o o t s l e v e l . 
I n c r e a s i n g a p p r e c i a t i o n of t he n e e d for full c i t i z e n i n v o l v e m e n t 
in na t i ona l a f f a i r s . 
G r e a t e r s t a b i l i t y and a s t r e n g t h e n i n g of d e m o c r a t i c i n s t i t u t i o n s . 
K e e n e r a w a r e n e s s of the d a n g e r of c o m m u n i s t s u b v e r s i o n and 
g r e a t e r r e s o l v e to c o m b a t i t . 

In e c o n o m i c and f inanc ia l t e r m s : 
The r a t e of g r o w t h in G r o s s Na t iona l P r o d u c t h a s e x c e e d e d the 
P u n t a de l E s t e t a r g e t . 
The a n n u a l v o l u m e of n a t i o n a l s a v i n g s h a s i n c r e a s e d by 1. 5 b i l l ion 
d o l l a r s . 
C e n t r a l g o v e r n m e n t r e v e n u e s h a v e r i s e n by a l m o s t 20 p e r c e n t . 
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T h e a n n u a l l e v e l of e x p o r t s h a s g r o w n by c l o s e to a b i l l i on and 
a half d o l l a r s . 

- - T h e a n n u a l l e v e l of i m p o r t s h a s a d v a n c e d by a l m o s t one b i l l i o n 
d o l l a r s . 
L o a n a u t h o r i z a t i o n s and c o m m i t m e n t s f r o m the Uni ted S t a t e s 
and the i n t e r n a t i o n a l f i na nc i a l i n s t i t u t i o n s have i n c r e a s e d by 
863 m i l l i o n d o l l a r s . 

In h u m a n t e r m s , the A l l i a n c e in the p a s t two y e a r s h a s m a d e p o s s i b l e 
t he t r a i n i n g of o v e r 1 0 0 , 0 0 0 s c h o o l t e a c h e r s ; i t h a s bu i l t m a n y t h o u s a n d s 
of new s c h o o l s and h o m e s ; i t h a s b r o u g h t safe d r i n k i n g w a t e r to t e n s of 
m i l l i o n s ; and i t h a s opened u p o p p o r t u n i t i e s fo r fu l l e r p a r t i c i p a t i o n i n 
m o d e r n i n d u s t r y and a g r i c u l t u r e . 

Bu t t h e s e a c h i e v e m e n t s f r o m c o m m o n e n d e a v o r s r e p r e s e n t only a 
b e g i n n i n g . M a j o r d e f i c i e n c i e s r e m a i n to b e o v e r c o m e . V a s t new o p ­
p o r t u n i t i e s fo r p r o g r e s s w a i t to b e c o n q u e r e d . We m u s t con t inue our 
p r e s e n t p r o g r a m s - - q u i c k e n i n g the p a c e . We m u s t a l s o m o v e bo ld ly 
t o w a r d the new f r o n t i e r s . One of t h e s e i s the e c o n o m i c i n t e g r a t i o n of 
L a t i n A m e r i c a : the k e y to l a r g e r m a r k e t s , g r e a t e r p r o d u c t i o n , m o r e 
r a t i o n a l u t i l i z a t i o n of r e s o u r c e s , b e t t e r c o m m u n i c a t i o n , and new l e v e l s of 
m a t e r i a l p r o s p e r i t y and m u t u a l u n d e r s t a n d i n g . We h e a r t i l y s u p p o r t th is 
v i t a l p r o c e s s and p l e d g e o u r c o o p e r a t i o n . 

A n o t h e r i s to open u p t h e v a s t , u n t a p p e d i n t e r i o r of South A m e r i c a 
t h r o u g h m u l t i n a t i o n a l p r o j e c t s to w h i c h I r e f e r r e d l a s t A u g u s t . B e t w e e n 
P a n a m a in t he n o r t h and A r g e n t i n a in the s o u t h l i e h u n d r e d s of t h o u s a n d s 
of s q u a r e m i l e s of f e r t i l e l and wa i t i ng t o be c u l t i v a t e d ; m i n e r a l and 
p e t r o l e u m d e p o s i t s to b e d i s c o v e r e d and f o r g e d i n to new i n d u s t r i e s . We 
in t he Uni ted S t a t e s s t a n d r e a d y to h e l p the p e o p l e s of La t i n A m e r i c a in 
m a k i n g t h e s e d r e a m s b e c o m e a r e a l i t y . T h i s w i l l r e q u i r e a new kind of 
c o o p e r a t i o n b e c a u s e t h e s e h o r i z o n s t ouch m o r e t h a n one na t i on . 

On t h i s a n n i v e r s a r y , t he Uni ted S t a t e s s t r o n g l y r e a f f i r m s i t s own 
con t inu ing c o m m i t m e n t to t he c o m m o n t a s k of bu i ld ing a W e s t e r n 
H e m i s p h e r e of e c o n o m i c a b u n d a n c e and p o l i t i c a l f r e e d o m in wh ich e v e r y 
i n d i v i d u a l w i l l h a v e h i s full and e q u i t a b l e s h a r e . 

We c a l l upon o u r s i s t e r R e p u b l i c s to j o i n u s once a g a i n in r e n e w i n g 
the hope and the p r o m i s e w h i c h f i r s t b e a c o n e d o u r a n c e s t o r s to the New 
W o r l d , and w h i c h a r e o u r m o s t s o l e m n o b l i g a t i o n s to the g e n e r a t i o n s 
w h i c h w i l l c o m e a f t e r u s . 

NOW, T H E R E F O R E , I, LYNDON B . JOHNSON, P r e s i d e n t of the 
Uni ted S t a t e s of A m e r i c a , do h e r e b y p r o c l a i m T h u r s d a y , A p r i l 14, 1966, 
a s P a n A m e r i c a n Day,, and the w e e k beg inn ing A p r i l 10 and ending A p r i l 16 
a s P a n A m e r i c a n W e e k ; and I c a l l u p o n the G o v e r n o r s of the fifty S t a t e s 
of the Union , the G o v e r n o r of the C o m m o n w e a l t h of P u e r t o R i c o , and the 
o f f ic ia l s of a l l o t h e r a r e a s u n d e r the F l a g of the Uni ted S t a t e s to i s s u e 
s i m i l a r p r o c l a m a t i o n s . 

I c a l l upon m y fe l low c o u n t r y m e n to r e n e w t h e i r c o m m i t m e n t to ou r 
n e i g h b o r s in t h i s h e m i s p h e r e , and to r e a f f i r m tha t c o m m i t m e n t by s u p p o r t 
for the O r g a n i z a t i o n of A m e r i c a n S t a t e s . , 

F u r t h e r , I c a l l u p o n t h i s Na t ion to r e d e d i c a t e i t s e l f to the i d e a l s of the 
i n t e r - A m e r i c a n s y s t e m , a s e m b o d i e d in the C h a r t e r of the O r g a n i z a t i o n of 
the A m e r i c a n S t a t e s , and to the g o a l s of e c o n o m i c and s o c i a l p r o g r e s s of 
the C h a r t e r of P u n t a d e l E s t e and the E c o n o m i c and Soc i a l Ac t of 
R io de J a n e i r o , w h i c h a r e so f i r m l y founded on ou r be l i e f in the d ign i ty 
of m a n , and on o u r fa i th in the fu tu r e of f r e e d o m . 
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IN WITNESS W H E R E O F , I have h e r e u n t o s e t m y hand and caused 

the Seal of the United S ta tes of A m e r i c a to be affixed. 
DONE a t the City of Washington th is s ix th day of A p r i l in the y e a r 

of our Lord n ine teen 
hundred and 3 ix ty - s ix , 
and of the Independence 

(SEAL) of the United S ta tes of 
A m e r i c a the one hundred 
and n ine t i e th . 

LYNDON B . JOHNSON 

By the P r e s i d e n t : 

DEAN RUSK 
S e c r e t a r y of Sta te 
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