
to communicate the Anarchist philosophy to anyone outside their
own ranks. Many attending the Anarchist conference were very awareof the meaning of Anarchy; but many others were not.. A few carriedblack dflacs and shouted ™ amash the state" but in faet pehaved %1kefaselists and thought like nihilists. Many are struggling to find
the meaning of Anarchy, but, unfortunately, a few bglieve thatAnarchism means only hatred, vengeance, and committing futile,
mindless acts of rebellionm in‘publie. Also, unfertunfitely, it was
this group of Anarechists (?) that presented our ideas to the public.
The warmthy compassion, brotherly dove, and tolerarnice that 'drew me
to Anarchism was not in evidence outside the conference classrooms.

I am afraid that neither the Anarchist eonference rior the
1.W.WN. conference’did much te honor the dideas of the Haymarkes
martyre,. as far as introdueing thely: 1deas to the public.  The
only  group that did that, in' . opirilon; Was' the much-mallgngd"Adelman" organization. The display at the museum by the ChicagoHistorical Society, the dramatic reading of the martyrs®' speeches
at Haymarket Square, and the ceremony at Waldheim, while not
above criticism, still did more to bring the martyrs! ideas to
the . public than anything we did.

S50, what do we do how? : Was €he event a total failure? T
think not. Divisive criticism will flow freely for awhile,which is natural, I guess; but what is meeded to turn a negativeinto & positive is gonstructive criticism. What ecan we learn from
this experience to improve ours positaen in the future?

Is: the labor movemem® a dead issue? ' I' just spent four daysin Anpsting Minnesota. and Otbumwa, -fewa., .@and 1 can tell vau that
it dsinot dead, buliflowering in ali dts glory there and fermentingunder the surface everywhere else. There is a subterranean fire
smoldering, and Austin is only a minor eruption, although animportant one. Our goal should be to get involved and fan theflames; but before we can do that we must evaluate ourselves
and try to understand why we aren't effective in reaching people.

Why didn't people come to the I.W.W. conferences? One reasonI heard while I was in Chicago was that the hall was noisy andinconvenient. It was, but good labor rallies have been held in
worse places. Another reason I heard was that Jon Bekken isdivisive, abrasive, and alienated many wouldabe participants.  Jonis abrasive and divisive, but he is also a hard Worker &8 loyal,conscientious Wob, and a bright Alarcho-synidicalist. The I.W.W.needs him. What we need is not fewer Jon Bekkens but more who are
as strong in their convictions as he is; people who are notintimidated by him and will stand up for their gonviction=. Jonlikes to .leads 1t 'is doie zesponsibitatynot to flollow.

Jon just needs to mature into his theory, dn my epinien: Heneeds to learn the patience that democracy requires, to become moretolerant of the opinions of others. The intellect is only .a smallpart of what it is to be human and we cannot judge a man solely onhis political opinions. Some of the Haymarket martyrs went throughLiberal and Social Democrat stages and may never have progressedwithout tolerance and warmth from others. But while Jon matures
we must be just as strong and demanding as he is if he is not to


