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J a n u a r y 5, 1966 

Bear Birch: 
This brings my warm thanks for your 
thoughtful memorandum of January 4 
about your visit to Peru, Brazil, Argentina, 
and Chile. Your suggestions make a lot 
of sense to me, and ! am asking that they 
be given a hard and sympathetic look by 
Jack Vaughn and his experts. What you say 
about education, especially, fits right into 
my own current thinking. 

EXECUTIVE , 
6 0 h 2 * r 

• f o G 

Co 17 

Sincerely, 

The Honorable Birch Bayh 
United States Senate 
Washington, O. C. 
L B J :McG B : m z 
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January 6, 1966 

MEMORANDUM TO: Hon. Jack H. Vaughn 
FROM: McGeorge Bundy 
Enclosed exchange i s self-explanatory. 
The President hopes you will do what you 
can to follow up on this. 

Encl: 
Ltr from Birch Bayh 
& Pre*' reply 1/5/66 



A f t e r c a r d i n g , g ive to 
D i c k G o o d w i n . 



THE WHITE HOUSE 
WASHINGTON 

J a n u a r y 4 , 1966 

M e m o r a n d u m fo r M c G e o r g e B u n d y 

T h e P r e s i d e n t a s k e d t h a t y o u r e a d t h e 
a t t a c h e d and p r e p a r e a r e p l y fo r h i m , 
t h a n k i n g t h e S e n a t o r fo r a good r e p o r t , 
h i s i d e a s , e t c . 

A l s o t h e P r e s i d e n t a s k e d t h a t you p a s s 
a l o n g t h e l e t t e r and y o u r t h o u g h t s to 
D i c k G o o d w i n fo r s t u d y and p o s s i b l e 
u s e in t h e d o c u m e n t on w h i c h he i s 
w o r k i n g . 

M a r v i n W a t s o n 



: . -MEM'ORANDUM _ _ * 
T O : T h e P r e s i d e n t Jj\ft g .ggg 
F R O M : S e n a t o r B i r c h B a y h 
D a t e : J a n u a r y 4 , 1966 

D u r i n g N o v e m b e r , 1965, S e n a t o r H a r r i s and I v i s i t e d t h e c o u n t r i e s 
of P e r u , B r a z i l , A r g e n t i n a a n d C h i l e . I w o u l d l i k e t o c o n v e y m y o u t s t a n d i n g 
i m p r e s s i o n s t o y o u . 

1) T h e U n i t e d S t a t e s i s s u f f e r i n g b e c a u s e of a s e v e r e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s 
g a p w h i c h e x i s t s b e t w e e n o u r c o u n t r y a n d t h o s e t o the S o u t h . We a r e no t 
c o m m u n i c a t i n g w i t h t h e m e f f e c t i v e l y . I t w a s c l e a r , a t a l l l e v e l s of g o v e r n 
m e n t a n d s o c i e t y , m o s t L a t i n A m e r i c a n s do no t u n d e r s t a n d o u r p o l i c i e s o r 
o u r m o t i v e s a n d , m o s t i m p o r t a n t of a l l , o u r f r i e n d s h i p t o w a r d t h e m . 

2) B e c a u s e of t h e f r u s t r a t i o n of t h e i r i n a b i l i t y t o s o l v e t h e n u m e r o u s 
and c o m p l e x p r o b l e m s , t h e r e i s a n a t u r a l i n c l i n a t i o n to b l a m e the U n i t e d 
S t a t e s for m o s t p r o b l e m s w h i c h c o n f r o n t t h e i n d i v i d u a l c o u n t r i e s . In m y 
o p i n i o n , o u r a v a i l a b l e r e s o u r c e s for a s s i s t a n c e c a n n o t b e g i n t o s o l v e a l l of 
t h e i r p r o b l e m s . I s u g g e s t we c o n c e n t r a t e o u r a i d a n d e f f o r t s i n to m o r e 
l i m i t e d a r e a s f r o m w h i c h g r e a t e r b e n e f i t s c a n be d e r i v e d . I s p e c i f i c a l l y r e 
f e r to t h e i n c r e a s e d e f f o r t s w h i c h I f e e l a r e n e c e s s a r y on t h e p a r t of t h e U n i t e d 
S t a t e s t o p r o v i d e L a t i n A m e r i c a n s w i t h i n c r e a s e d e d u c a t i o n a l o p p o r t u n i t i e s . 

3) A g r i c u l t u r a l t e c h n i q u e s a r e m o s t p r i m i t i v e a n d , w i t h o u t t r e m e n d o u s 
p r o g r e s s , food p r o d u c t i o n w i l l no t m e e t food d e m a n d s . E x i s t e n t r e s o u r c e s 
m u s t be d e v e l o p e d . T h i s p r o b l e m c a n o n l y be s o l v e d by e d u c a t i o n . 

T o m e e t t h e s e p r o b l e m s , I s u g g e s t the f o l l o w i n g : 
T h e u l t i m a t e g o a l a P r e s i d e n t i a l v i s i t t o S o u t h A m e r i c a w h i c h w o u l d 
e n a b l e t h e P r e s i d e n t t o c a p i t a l i z e on h i s p e r s o n a l w a r m t h a n d c h a r m t o c o n 
v e y o u r f e e l i n g of f r i e n d s h i p . T h i s v i s i t s h o u l d c l i m a x a n i n t e n s i v e c a m p a i g n 
of a t l e a s t a y e a r ' s d u r a t i o n in p r e p a r a t i o n fo r the t o u r . T h i s p e r i o d of 
p r e p a r a t i o n s h o u l d i n c l u d e : 

a) a g r a n d p r o n o u n c e m e n t by t h e P r e s i d e n t of a m a j o r d r a m a t i c n e w 
p r o g r a m of e d u c a t i o n a l o p p o r t u n i t y for L a t i n A m e r i c a n s . I h a v e s u g g e s t e d 
t h e p r o g r a m be e n t i t l e d " O p e r a t i o n T H I N K " - T o t a l H e m i s p h e r i c I n v e s t m e n t 
in K n o w l e d g e . A b e t t e r t i t l e c a n be found . 

I s u g g e s t a n e d u c a t i o n a l p r o g r a m , f i r s t , b e c a u s e l a c k of e d u c a t i o n and 
t e c h n i c a l k n o w - h o w i s a t t h e r o o t of a l l m a j o r L a t i n A m e r i c a n p r o b l e m s . 
E d u c a t i o n i s n e e d e d t o i n c r e a s e food p r o d u c t i o n , to p r o v i d e t e c h n i c a l k n o w -
h o w a n d s k i l l s n e e d e d i n a m o d e r n , i n d u s t r i a l s o c i e t y , to t r a i n t e a c h e r s t o 



P a g e two 

f u r t h e r e x p a n d t h e i r e d u c a t i o n a l s y s t e m i t s e l f a n d , f i n a l l y , t o d e v e l o p a 
c i t i z e n r y w h i c h i s c a p a b l e of func t i on ing w i t h i n a d e m o c r a t i c p r o c e s s . 
T h e a v e r a g e L a t i n A m e r i c a n r e a l i z e s t h e i m p o r t a n c e of an e d u c a t i o n 
to h i s c h i l d r e n a n d , t h u s , the p r o g r a m c a n be d r a m a t i z e d . F i n a l l y , 
t h e P r e s i d e n t h i m s e l f h a s l ong b e e n a s s o c i a t e d w i t h s a c r i f i c e a n d e f f o r t 
i n t h e f i e ld of e d u c a t i o n . 

b) V i s i t s by o f f i c i a l s of t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s i n c l u d i n g V i c e P r e s i d e n t 
H u m p h r e y t o L a t i n A m e r i c a n n a t i o n s . 

c) I n v i t a t i o n s t o L a t i n A m e r i c a n h e a d s of S t a t e t o c o m e t o t h e U n i t e d 
S t a t e s fo r S t a t e v i s i t s . H e r e , a g a i n , t h e P r e s i d e n t c a n u t i l i z e h i s g r e a t 
s k i l l a t p e r s o n a l d i p l o m a c y . 

A f ina l w o r d c o n c e r n i n g m y f e e l i n g t h a t t h e c h i e f U n i t e d S t a t e s e f f o r t 
s h o u l d be in c o o r d i n a t e d e d u c a t i o n a l p r o g r a m s . T h e m o s t i m p r e s s i v e A m e r i 
c a n AID p r o j e c t I s a w w a s an a g r i c u l t u r a l c o l l e g e and e x t e n s i o n s e r v i c e p r o 
j e c t in M i n a s G e r a i s , V i c o s a , B r a z i l . T h i s p r o j e c t c o n d u c t e d p r o g r a m s i n 
b a s i c a g r i c u l t u r a l r e s e a r c h t o f ind ou t w h a t c a n f e a s i b l y be a c c o m p l i s h e d 
in t h e f i e ld of a g r i c u l t u r e . I t t r a i n s young c o l l e g e g r a d u a t e s in t h e a r t of 
t e a c h i n g t h i s r e s e a r c h i n f o r m a t i o n a n d i t e s t a b l i s h e s a n e x t e n s i o n s y s t e m 
c o m p a r a b l e to t h a t in t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s w h i c h p r o v i d e s m e a n s t o d i s s e m i n a t e 
t h i s i n f o r m a t i o n to t h e g r a s s r o o t s . 

I n v e s t m e n t of A I D funds i n e d u c a t i o n p r o m i s e s m o r e r e t u r n of l a s t i n g 
b e n e f i t s for e a c h d o l l a r e x p e n d e d t h a n a n y o t h e r a r e a . F u n d s for s u c h a 
m a j o r e f f o r t c a n be d e r i v e d by c o n s o l i d a t i n g e x i s t i n g p r o g r a m s a s w e l l a s 
by a p p r o p r i a t i n g n e w f u n d s . I a m c o n v i n c e d t h a t U n i t e d S t a t e s funds w h i c h 
a r e p r e s e n t l y e x p e n d e d in L a t i n A m e r i c a for m i l i t a r y h a r d w a r e c a n be 
m u c h b e t t e r i n v e s t e d in e d u c a t i o n . 


