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M R S . E L I Z A B E T H W A L T O N 

P . o. B O X 615 
H I L O , H A W A I I 96720 

J u n e 2 0 , 1 9 6 4 
D e a r M r s . R o b e r t s : 

T h a n k y o u s o v e r y m u c h f o r y o u r 
l e t t e r i n r e p l y t o m y l e t t e r a b o u t t h e S o u t h 
A m e r i c a n s i t u a t i o n . (ywi <fb^*^i^ <*A, * fc*fS»y* >e£ty^U 

I t m a y a m a z e y o u - b u t I h a v e a 
g r e a t c o n c e r n w i t h r e g a r d t o e v e r y t h i n g t h a t b e a r s 
u p o n o u r b e l o v e d C o u n t r y . 

M y a n c e s t o r s o n b o t h s i d e s f o u g h t 
i n t h e " W a r o f t h e ^ e v o l u t i o n " a n d o n e o f t h e m 
w a s a y o u n g n a v a l o f f i c e r a p p o i n t e d t o s t a n d g u a r d 
o v e r P r e s i d e n t L i n c o l n ' s c a s k e t i n t h e R o t u n d a o f 
t h e C a p i t o l . 

I am b r i n g i n g m y t w o t e e n - a g e 
g r a n d s o n s t o W a s h i n g t o n t h i s s u m m e r , a n d f o r a 
t o u r o f h i s t o r i c a l s i t e s i n V i r g i n i a a n d P e n n s y l ­
v a n i a . I w a n t t h e m t o s e e a n d a p p r e c i a t e t h e 
g r e a t b e a u t y , t h e h i s t o r y a n d m a g n i f i c e n c e o f o u r 
C o u n t r y . 

S e n a t o r P o n g h a s a r r a n g e d s o m e 
s p l e n d i d t h i n g s f o r u s , a n d - w h i c h p l e a s e s m e 
m o s t - M r . N a s h C a s t r o o f t h e W h i t e H o u s e H i s t o r i c a l 
A s s o c i a t i o n h a s a r r a n g e d a s p e c i a l t o u r o f t h e 
W h i t e H o u s e f o r u s . T h e o n l y t h i n g t h a t c o u l d 
m a k e . t h i s a l l m o r e w o n d e r f u l w o u l d b e t o m e e t 
P r e s i d e n t J o h n s o n - b u t I w o u l d n o t a s k i t , b e c a u s e 
I k n o w w h a t a n e x t r e m e l y b u s y m a n h e i s . 
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I h a v e , i n t h e p a s t , w r i t t e n h i m t w i c e ( b u t p r e s u m e 
h e n e v e r s a w t h e m ) , l e t t e r s a s s u r i n g h i m t h a t I 
am o n e R e p u b l i c a n w h o i s n o t o n l y g o i n g t o v o t e f o r 
h i m , b u t w h o w i l l a c t i v e l y w o r k f o r h i m . 
I h a v e n e v e r y e t v o t e d f o r a D e m o c r a t f o r P r e s i d e n t , 
b u t I f e e l M r . J o h n s o n ' s g r e a t s i n c e r i t y a n d I f e e l 
h e h a s s o f a r , a t l e a s t , d o n e a s p l e n d i d j o b f o r 
o u r p e o p l e - o u r C o u n t r y . 
A g a i n - t h a n k y o u f o r y o u r v e r y e x c e l l e n t l e t t e r . 
I a p p r e c i a t e y o u r c o u r t e s y . 

S i n c e r e l y y o u r s , 

P. S. P r e s i d e n t a n d M r s . J o h n s o n m a y w e l l b e 
v e r y p r o u d o f M i s s L y n d a B i r d w h i l e s h e 
w a s o n h e r H a w a i i a n t o u r . I 



- G E N E R A L 

co 
June 8, 1964 

D e a r M r s , W a l t o n : , / / T # 

Thank you for your letter of May 29 on Latin America. It 
is certainly true that the problems of Latin America are 
staggering as Mr. Gross indicates. The area is experiencing 
profound social and economic changes. The political events 
which he describes are the surface manifestations of the se 
much deeper problems. The agencies of our government, 
and especially the Department of State, which must deal with 
the hard realities on a day to day basis, often find the situation 
frustrating. But we recognize that we are engaged in a serious 
struggle against poverty, disease, and ignorance that does not 
permit us the luxury of even occasional despair. 

The resources available to Latin America to deal with these 
problems are indeed limited. In 1963, for example, Latin 
American Governments had only $54 per capita to provide all 
essential government services. Our loan assistance under the 
Alliance for Progress added less than $3 to this total. In contrast, 
expenditures by the State and Federal Governments in Hawaii 
were almost $900 per capita. 

But we are hopeful about Latin America. The spirit of the 
Alliance for Progress is taking hold. 

Recent developments in Brazil , for example, are a cause for 
optimism. The Brazilians give every evidence of wanting to 
deal realistically with their problems and in that they will have 
our full support. There are other places like Mexico which 
give even greater cause for optimism. 

We are pleased that Americans such as you have a real concern 
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about the area. We need your help and understanding in 
solving the problems of that area, and in many othereways. 
It was most thoughtful of you to write and let us know of 
your interest and support. 

Sincerely, 

Juanita Roberts 
Personal Secretary 
to the President 

Mrs. Elizabeth Walton 
P. O. Box 615 
Hilo, Hawaii 96720 

MJDR: B . S A Y R E : vm 
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D e a r M r s . W a l t o n : 

T h a n k y o u f o r y o u r l e t t e r o f M a y 2 9 o n L a t i n A m e r i c a . I t i s 

c e r t a i n l y t r u e t h a t t h e p r o b l e m s o f L a t i n A m e r i c a a r e s t a g g e r i n g a s 

M r . G r o s s i n d i c a t e s . T h e a r e a i s e x p e r i e n c i n g p r o f o u n d s o c i a l a n d 

e c o n o m i c c h a n g e s . T h e p o l i t i c a l e v e n t s w h i c h h e d e s c r i b e s a r e t h e 

s u r f a c e m a n i f e s t a t i o n s o f t h e s e m u c h d e e p e r p r o b l e m s . T h e a g e n c i e s 

o f o u r g o v e r n m e n t , a n d e s p e c i a l l y t h e D e p a r t m e n t o f S t a t e , w h i c h m u s t d e a l 

w i t h t h e h a r d r e a l i t i e s o n a d a y t o d a y b a s i s , o f t e n f i n d t h e s i t u a t i o n f r u s t r a t ­

i n g . B u t w e r e c o g n i z e t h a t w e a r e e n g a g e d i n a s e r i o u s s t r u g g l e a g a i n s t 

p o v e r t y , d i s e a s e , a n d i g n o r a n c e t h a t d o e s n o t p e r m i t u s t h e l u x u r y o f 

e v e n o c c a s i o n a l d e s p a i r . 

T h e r e s o u r c e s a v a i l a b l e t o L a t i n A m e r i c a t o d e a l w i t h t h e s e p r o b -
a r e 

l e m s / ^ s i n d e e d l i m i t e d . I n 1 9 6 3 , f o r e x a m p l e , L a t i n A m e r i c a n G o v e r n ­

m e n t s h a d o n l y $ 5 4 p e r c a p i t a t o p r o v i d e a l l e s s e n t i a l g o v e r n m e n t s e r v i c e s . 

O u r l o a n a s s i s t a n c e u n d e r t h e A l l i a n c e f o r P r o g r e s s a d d e d l e s s t h a n $ 3 

t o t h i s t o t a l . I n c o n t r a s t , e x p e n d i t u r e s b y t h e S t a t e a n d F e d e r a l G o v e r n ­

m e n t s i n H a w a i i w e r e a l m o s t $ 9 0 0 p e r c a p i t a . 

B u t w e a r e h o p e f u l a b o u t L a t i n A m e r i c a . T h e s p i r i t o f t h e A l ­

l i a n c e f o r P r o g r e s s i s t a k i n g h o l d . 

R e c e n t d e v e l o p m e n t s i n B r a z i l , f o r e x a m p l e , a r e a c a u s e f o r 

o p t i m i s m . T h e B r a z i l i a n s g i v e e v e r y e v i d e n c e o f w a n t i n g t o d e a l r e a l i s t i c ­

a l l y w i t h t h e i r p r o b l e m s a n d i n t h a t t h e y w i l l h a v e o u r f u l l s u p p o r t . T h e r e 

a r e o t h e r p l a c e s l i k e M e x i c o w h i c h g i v e e v e n g r e a t e r c a u s e f o r o p t i m i s m . 



W e a r e p l e a s e d t h a t A m e r i c a n s s u c h a s y o u h a v e a r e a l c o n c e r n 

a b o u t t h e a r e a . W e n e e d y o u r h e l p a n d u n d e r s t a n d i n g i n s o l v i n g t h e 

p r o b l e m s o f t h a t a r e a , a n d i n m a n y o t h e r w a y s . I t w a s m o s t t h o u g h t ­

f u l o f y o u t o w r i t e a n d l e t u s k n o w o f y o u r i n t e r e s t a n d s u p p o r t . 

S i n c e r e l y y o u r s , 

2 . 



M R S . E L I Z A B E T H W A L T O N 

P . O . B O X 615 

H I L O , H A W A I I 96720 

M a y 2 9 , 1 9 6 4 
D e a r M r s . R o b e r t s : 

I n t h e J u n e 2 i s s u e o f LOOK 
m a g a z i n e , t h e r e i s a n a r t i c l e b y L o o k S e n i o r 
E d i t o r , L e o n a r d G r o s s , e n t i t l e d " T h e S o u t h 
A m e r i c a n s . " 

I t i s m y s i n c e r e h o p e t h a t 
P r e s i d e n t J o h n s o n h a s r e a d t h i s , a n d i f h e h a s 
n o t d o n e s o , t h a t y o u w i l l b r i n g i t t o h i s a t ­
t e n t i o n . 

H e i s d o i n g s u c h a s u p e r b 
j o b a s P r e s i d e n t a n d I f e e l i s r e a l l y ^ t r u l y 
i n t e r e s t e d i n i m p r o v i n g t h i n g s i n e v e r y a r e a , 
t h a t I f e e l h e u n d o u b t e d l y w i l l w a n t t o d o 
w h a t h e c a n a b o u t S o u t h A m e r i c a . 

I am j u s t o n e o f m i l l i o n s w h o 
a r e n o t a t a l l p l e a s e d w i t h t h e S t a t e D e p a r t m e n t ' s 
h a n d l i n g o f S o u t h A m e r i c a a n d i t s p r o b l e m s . 

A l s o - I a m o n e o f v h a t I b e l i e v e 
w i l l b e m i l l i o n s o f A m e r i c a n s w h o a r e R e p u b l i c a n s 
b u t w h o a r e g o i n g t o v o t e f o r M r . J o h n s o n i n t h e 
N o v e m b e r e l e c t i o n . 

I w r i t e t o y o u b e c a u s e I f e e l 
h e w o u l d n o t g e t a l e t t e r a d d r e s s e d d i r e c t l y t o 
h i m . S o - i f y o u c a n s u g g e s t t h a t a r t i c l e , I 
t h a n k y o u . 

- S i n c e r e l y y o u r s , 


