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DEPARTMENT OF STATE 2.7

Washington, D.C. 20520

February 21, 1968

MEMORANDUM FOR MR. WALT W, ROSTOW
THE WHITE HOUSE

“Subject: Brazil: Possible Invitation to President
Costa e Silva from President Johnson

When the Brazilian Chairman of the House Foreign
Affairs Committee, Raimundo Padilha, returned to Brazil
February 7 he told the Brazilian press that through him
President Johnson had invited President Costa e Silva to
visit the United States (Rio's 5318). 1In a later dis-
cussion with an Embassy officer, Padilha said he conveyed
the invitation to President Costa e Silva who '"reacted
favorably'" and noted that '"normal diplomatic channels
should now be used" (Rio's 1889). Bill Bowdler has told
us he has been trying to find out the facts of the matter
so that we could instruct our Embassy on how to handle
inquiries from the Brazilian press and GOB officials.

In this morning's Brazilian press, there was a
reference to George Christian's statement yesterday about
President Stroessner's visit and renewed speculation
about a possible visit by Costa e Silva. Ambassador
Tuthill has an appointment with President Costa e Silva
early tomorrow afternoon and would like to know what he may
say to the Brazilian President in case the matter comes up.
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The Department does not believe that Costa e Silva
should be invited to the United States on an official visit
this year. The way his administration has been developing,
and the increasing possibility that his regime will assume
even more authoritarian overtones, adds to the inadvisability
of the President associating himself too closels in public
with Costa e Silva this year.

Should Brazil decide to participate in Hemisfair,
Costa e Silva could easily be included with oth:er Latin
American presidents in being greeted by the President in
Texas.

The Department believes we should try and avoid any
further publicity in Brazil about the so-called "invitation"
and, if not inconsistent with what the President has said,
would like to instruct Ambassador Tuthill as follows: if
President Costa e Silva raises the matter, Ambassador
Tuthill should inform him that President Johnson desires
to maintain their close and friendly relations and that
the President would, of course, be glad to have Costa e
Silva visit the United States at some mutually convenient
time; the schedule of such visits for 1968 has already been
set although perhaps such a visit could be arranged for
some time next year; should Costa e Silva visit the United
States in connection with the opening of Hemisfair
President Johnson would be glad to greet him in Texas
along with other visiting Latin American presidents.

I understand that Bill Bowdler has already briefed
you to some extent on this matter and that Bcb Sayre has
discussed it with you by telephone. We would appreciate a
call from you, if possible this afternoon or this evening,
as to what we may tell Ambassador Tuthill.
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Enclosures:

1. Copy of Rio's telegram 5318.
2. Copy of Rio's telegram 1889,
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i« DEPUTY RAIHO&DD PADILHA, CHAIRMAN FOREIGN AFFAIRS
COMMITTEE WHO TODAY RETURNED FROM US AS MEMBER
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