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MEMORANDUM F O R MR. W A L T W D ROSTOW 
T H E W H I T E H O U S E 

S u b j e c t : B r a z i l : P o s s i b l e I n v i t a t i o n t o P r e s i d e n t 
C o s t a e S i l v a f r o m P r e s i d e n t J o h n s o n 

W h e n t h e B r a z i l i a n C h a i r m a n o f t h e H o u s e F o r e i g n 
A f f a i r s C o m m i t t e e , R a i m u n d o P a d i l h a , r e t u r n e d t o B r a z i l 
F e b r u a r y 7 h e t o l d t h e B r a z i l i a n p r e s s t h a t t h r o u g h h i m 
P r e s i d e n t J o h n s o n h a d i n v i t e d P r e s i d e n t C o s t a e S i l v a t o 
v i s i t t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s ( R i o ' s 5 3 1 8 ) = . I n a l a t e r d i s ­
c u s s i o n w i t h a n E m b a s s y o f f i c e r , P a d i l h a s a i d h e c o n v e y e d 
t h e i n v i t a t i o n t o P r e s i d e n t C o s t a e S i l v a w h o " r e a c t e d 
f a v o r a b l y " a n d n o t e d t h a t " n o r m a l d i p l o m a t i c c h a n n e l s 
s h o u l d n o w b e u s e d " ( R i o ' s 1 8 8 9 ) . B i l l B o w d l e r h a s t o l d 
u s h e h a s b e e n t r y i n g t o f i n d o u t t h e f a c t s o f t h e m a t t e r 
s o t h a t w e c o u l d i n s t r u c t o u r E m b a s s y o n h o w t o h a n d l e 
i n q u i r i e s f r o m t h e B r a z i l i a n p r e s s a n d GOB o f f i c i a l s . 

I n t h i s m o r n i n g ' s B r a z i l i a n p r e s s , t h e r e w a s a 
r e f e r e n c e t o G e o r g e C h r i s t i a n ' s s t a t e m e n t y e s t e r d a y a b o u t 
P r e s i d e n t S t r o e s s n e r ' s v i s i t a n d r e n e w e d s p e c u l a t i o n 
a b o u t a p o s s i b l e v i s i t b y C o s t a e S i l v a . A m b a s s a d o r 
T u t h i l l h a s a n a p p o i n t m e n t w i t h P r e s i d e n t C o s t a e S i l v a 
e a r l y t o m o r r o w a f t e r n o o n a n d w o u l d l i k e t o k n o w w h a t h e m a y 
s a y t o t h e B r a z i l i a n P r e s i d e n t i n c a s e t h e m a t t e r c o m e s u p . 
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T h e D e p a r t m e n t d o e s n o t b e l i e v e t h a t C o s t a e S i l v a 
s h o u l d b e i n v i t e d t o t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s o n a n o f f i c i a l v i s i t 
t h i s y e a r . T h e w a y h i s a d m i n i s t r a t i o n h a s b e e n d e v e l o p i n g , 
a n d t h e i n c r e a s i n g p o s s i b i l i t y t h a t h i s r e g i m e w i l l a s s u m e 
e v e n m o r e a u t h o r i t a r i a n o v e r t o n e s , a d d s t o t h e i n a d v i s a b i l i t y 
o f t h e P r e s i d e n t a s s o c i a t i n g h i m s e l f t o o c l o s e l y i n p u b l i c 
w i t h C o s t a e S i l v a t h i s y e a r . 

S h o u l d B r a z i l d e c i d e t o p a r t i c i p a t e i n H e m i s f a i r , 
C o s t a e S i l v a c o u l d e a s i l y b e i n c l u d e d w i t h o t h e r L a t i n 
A m e r i c a n p r e s i d e n t s i n b e i n g g r e e t e d b y t h e P r e s i d e n t i n 
Texas„ 

T h e D e p a r t m e n t b e l i e v e s w e s h o u l d t r y a n d a v o i d a n y 
f u r t h e r p u b l i c i t y i n B r a z i l a b o u t t h e s o - c a l l e d " i n v i t a t i o n " 
a n d , i f n o t i n c o n s i s t e n t w i t h w h a t t h e P r e s i d e n t h a s s a i d , 
w o u l d l i k e t o i n s t r u c t A m b a s s a d o r T u t h i l l a s f o l l o w s : i f 
P r e s i d e n t C o s t a e S i l v a r a i s e s t h e m a t t e r , A m b a s s a d o r 
T u t h i l l s h o u l d i n f o r m h i m t h a t P r e s i d e n t J o h n s o n d e s i r e s 
t o m a i n t a i n t h e i r c l o s e a n d f r i e n d l y r e l a t i o n s a n d t h a t 
t h e P r e s i d e n t w o u l d , o f c o u r s e , b e g l a d t o h a v e C o s t a e 
S i l v a v i s i t t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s a t s o m e m u t u a l l y c o n v e n i e n t 
t i m e ; t h e s c h e d u l e o f s u c h v i s i t s f o r 1 9 6 8 h a s a l r e a d y b e e n 
s e t a l t h o u g h p e r h a p s s u c h a v i s i t c o u l d b e a r r a n g e d f o r 
s o m e t i m e n e x t y e a r ; s h o u l d C o s t a e S i l v a v i s i t t h e U n i t e d 
S t a t e s i n c o n n e c t i o n w i t h t h e o p e n i n g o f H e m i s f a i r 
P r e s i d e n t J o h n s o n w o u l d b e g l a d t o g r e e t h i m i n T e x a s 
a l o n g w i t h o t h e r v i s i t i n g L a t i n A m e r i c a n p r e s i d e n t s . 

I u n d e r s t a n d t h a t B i l l B o w d l e r h a s a l r e a d y b r i e f e d 
y o u t o s o m e e x t e n t o n t h i s m a t t e r a n d t h a t B o b S a y r e h a s 
d i s c u s s e d i t w i t h y o u b y t e l e p h o n e . We w o u l d a p p r e c i a t e a 
c a l l f r o m y o u , i f p o s s i b l e t h i s a f t e r n o o n o r t h i s e v e n i n g , 
a s t o w h a t w e m a y t e l l A m b a s s a d o r T u t h i l l . 

c 

B e n j a m i A H. R e a d 
E x e c u t i v e . S e c r e t a r y 

l I , I HMI'1 IT I 



E n c l o s u r e s 

1 . C o p y o f R i o ' s t e l e g r a m 5 3 1 8 . 
2 . C o p y o f R i o ' s t e l e g r a m 1 8 8 9 . 
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t ( W r ! H I I I ' T I A L BRASILIA 18SS 

SUBJECTS POSSIBLE I NV I T A TI 0 N TO COSTA E SILVA 

I i AT HIS REQUEST j DEPUTY R AI M'JNDC P A D j L H A , (CHAIRMAN 
OF CHAMBER DEPUTIES FOREIGN RELATIONS COMMITTEE I* CALLED 
ON POL COUNSELOR FEBRUARY ~\Z TC DISCUSS PRESUMED 
INVITATION FRPM PRESIDENT JOHNSON TO COST A E SlL'VA* 

2» POL COUNSELOR AS*ED PAD J L HA FOR D E T A I L S OF 
INVITATION AND LATTER GAVE FOLLOWING ACCOUNT s 
EARLY EVENING FEBRUARY \„ BRAZILIAN MEMBERS OF 
CHRISTIAN LEADERSHIP GROUP WERE AT HOTEL S H E R A T O N , 
WASHINGTON* PRESIDENT JO HNS 0N * ACCOMPANIED B Y 

P A G E 2 P U E S U Z !8g? C <• U f I U L . N I I A L 

V I C E P R E S I D E N T H U M P H R E Y * S E N A T O R S C A R L S O N A N D J A V I T S * 

W E S T V I R G I N I A G O V E R N O R H U L E . T T S M I T H * A N D O T H E R S , 

V I S I T E D B R I E F L Y W I T H B R A Z I L I A N G R O U P * P A D I L H A 

W A S I N T R O D U C E D T O - R E S I D E N T A S G R Q U D L E A D E R A N D 

T H E Y S P Q K E F O R ABOUT T W O " T H R E E M I N U T E S 0 P R E S I D E N T 

PRAISED 3 R A 7 I L s RFC Al 
E SILVA AT PUNTA DEL 
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C> .. 
ASKED PADILHA TO ACT AS INTERMEDIARY AND TRANSMIT 
TO COSTA E SILVA INVITATION TO VjSIT US * PADILHA 
CONTINUED THAT HE UNDERSTOOD THE PRE SIDENT t S C O M P L I ­
MENTARY REMARKS ABOUT BRAZIL AND ITS PRESIDENT TO 
BE NORMAL PROTOCOLARY ONES BUT THAT INVITATION WAS 
STATED "FIRMLY AND C A T E G O R I C A L L Y " , 

3^ PADVLHA SAW COSTA £ SILVA AFTERNOON FEBRUARY S 
IN PETROPOLIS* SAID HE GAVE ABOVE ACCOUNT TO 
PRESIDENT WHO REACTED FAVORABLY TO INVITATION* 
NOTING THAT NORMAL DIPLOMATIC CHANNELS SHOULD NOW 
BE U S E D . AT SAME T IME * ACCORDING PADILHA* COSTA 
E SILVA AUTHORIZED HIM TO QUERY US AS fO STATUS OF 

I N V I T A T I O N — W H I C H P A D I L H A W A S D O I N G V I A T H I S 

VISlTo P C L C O U N S E L O R T O L D P A D I L H A H E WoULD S E E K 

D E T A I L S A N D L E T H I M K N O W ASAPo C O M M E N T | P A D I L H A 

IS S E R I O U S C O N G R E S S M A N , N O T N O R M A L L Y G i V £ N T O 

F L I G H T S O F F A N C Y , A T S A M E T I M E * J T A P P E A R S H E 

M A Y B E P R E S S I N G U S ! N O R D E R G E T H I M S E L F O F F 

H O O K H A V I N G P U B L I C L Y A N N O U N C E D AN Q U O T E I N V I T A T 1 O N 

U N Q U O T E . IN E I T H E R C A S E * WoULD A P P R E C I A T E C A B L E 

R E P L Y S O O N E S T R E S T A T U S O F " I N V I T A T I O N " , 

ko i S H A L L B E I N B R A S I L I A U N T I L N O O N L O C A L T I M E 

F E B R U A R Y 

TUTHILL 
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A T T E N T I O N S K U B I S H 

J O I N T E M B A S S Y - ' U S i S M E S S A G E 

j'c D E P U T Y R A I M W D O P A D I L H A * C H A I R M A N F O R E I G N A F F A I R S 

C O M M I T T E E W H O T O D A Y R E T U R N E D F R O M U S A S M E M B E R 

B R A Z I L I A N P A R L I A M E N T A R I A N C O M M I S S I O N S H A S T O L D 

L O C A L P R E S S I N A I R P O R T I N T E R V I E W T H A T Q U O T E 

P R E S I D E N T J O H N S O N H A S I N V I T E D P R E S I D E N T C O S T A E 

S I L V A T O T H E U S T O D I S C U S S M U T U A L . P R O B L E M S U N O U O T E C 

A C C O R D I N G P A D I L H A P A R L I A M E N T A R Y C O M M I S S I O N W A S T O L D 

O F I N V I T A T I O N D U R I N G I N T E R V I E W W I T H P R E S I D E N T J O H N S O N " 

P A G E 2 R U E S U A 5318 U N C L A S 

2" A L L M A J O R N E W S P A P E R S L I K E L Y C A R R Y T H I S S T O R Y T O = 

M O R R O W o U S I S H A S U N O F F I C I A L L Y S A I D T O P R E S S W E 

H A V E N O K N O W L E D G E S U C H I N V I T A T I O N " 

3« P L E A S E A D V I S E , T U T H I L L 

U N C L A S S I F I E D 


