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5 MILLION FREE TEXTBOOKS PROVIDED 

FOR CENTRAL AMERICAN SCHOOLS 
More than 5 ,500,000 textbooks have been printed for free use in 

the public schools of the five Cent ra l Amer ican republ ics and Panama under 
an All iance for P r o g r e s s pro jec t inaugurated t h r e e y e a r s ago. 

The Regional Textbook P r o g r a m , financed for the All iance by the 
Agency for Internat ional Development , obse rves i ts th i rd ann ive r sa ry in 
J u n e . It was s ta r ted as the f i rs t major s tep toward implementat ion of a 
d i rec t ive to the Organizat ion of Cent ra l Amer ican States (ODECA, from 
its Spanish init ials) to s tandard ize p r i m a r y education in the region c o m ­
pr i s ing Guatemala , El Salvador, Honduras , Nicaragua , Costa Rica and 
P a n a m a . 

Cooperat ing with ODECA in the pro jec t a r e the Min i s t r i e s of 
Education of the s ix coun t r i e s , the AID country m i s s i o n s and AID's Regional 
Office for Cen t ra l A m e r i c a and Panama (ROCAP). 

In the pas t t h r e e y e a r s 5 ,544,000 copies of 12 textbooks have been 
published for approximate ly 1, 300,000 chi ldren and 58, 400 t e a c h e r s in the first four g rades of the reg ion ' s public schoo l s . Included a r e tex ts on 
read ing , language, m a t h e m a t i c s , social s tudies and s c i ence . In addition, 
about 150,000 copies of seven t e a c h e r s ' guides for or ientat ion pu rposes 
have been publ ished. AID has contributed approximate ly $3 ,000 ,000 for the 
pro jec t thus fa r . 

Headquar t e r s for the mul t i l a t e ra l project is the Cent ra l Amer ican 
Regional Textbook. Development Center in Guatemala City. Each book and 
guide is p repa red at the Center by a team of w r i t e r s r ep re sen t ing a l l of the 
countr ies of the I s t h m u s . The Minis te r of Education of each country J 
des ignates his count ry ' s r ep re sen t a t i ve s for each team and pays the i r s a l a r i e s , 
and the cos ts of warehousing and dis t r ibut ing the finished books. ROCAP 
finances the operat ion of the Center and pays the costs of superv is ion , paper 
and pr in t ing of the pilot edition. The AID mis s ions finance the cost of paper 
and priii t ing by c o m m e r c i a l f i rms in thei r r e spec t ive coun t r i e s . 

Dr . Albino Roman y Vega, Sec re t a ry -Gene ra l of ODECA, said that 
the phiiosophv behind the p r o g r a m "is s imple and plain: Every child i s 
entitled to an equal opportunity for an education the child in the r emotes t ' 
hamlet of our countryside as well as the child in our capital c i ty . " 
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In a s ta tement signalizing the third ann ive r sa ry , ROCAP Di rec to r 
Ol iver L . Sause said in Guatemala City that the U. S. government is 
"proud" to be able to pa r t i c ipa te in the production of the textbooks. Noting 
that P r e s i d e n t s Kennedy and Johnson have cited r a i s ing the educational 
level of the h e m i s p h e r e ' s chi ldren as one of the ca rd ina l object ives of the 
All iance for P r o g r e s s , Sause said that the textbook p r o g r a m "is in full 
keeping with the l e t t e r and sp i r i t of the All iance and the U. S. government 
wholehear tedly endor ses and suppor ts i t . " 

The C h a r t e r of Punta del Es te s t ipula tes "at leas t s ix yea r s of 
e l emen ta ry education, free and compulsory , for the en t i re school -age 
populat ion" of Latin A m e r i c a as the f i r s t goal of the Al l iance ' s educational 
effort . 

The textbooks a r e modest paperback editions with l a rge c l ea r type 
and color i l lus t ra t ions ref lect ing life in the Cent ra l Amer i can region . They 
vary in s i ze from 40 to 352 pages . They have been so well rece ived that 
non-public, schools have a lso reques ted use of them. 

In p r o c e s s of publication this yea r a r e 2 ,750 ,000 textbooks and 
t e a c h e r s ' gu ides . Approximately 11,500,000 books a r e expected to be in 
c i rcula t ion when the e igh t -yea r p rog ram ends in 1970. By then, al l pupils 
and t e a c h e r s in a l l subjects taught in the s ix g rades of the reg ion ' s public 
e l emen ta ry schools a r e expected to be supplied with free textbooks . C u r r e n t ­
ly the r eg ion ' s public e l emen ta ry schools have about 1,521,000 pupi l s , 
68,000 t e a c h e r s and 17,000 teacher t r a i n e r s and supe rv i so ry pe r sonne l . 

An impor tant aux i l i a ry benefit of the pro jec t is the t ra in ing of 
Cen t ra l A m e r i c a n spec ia l i s t s in cu r r i cu lum development and in wri t ing, design 
and product ion of textbooks. Such spec ia l i s t s a r e being developed at the 
Center under the guidance of U. S. consul tants and Cen t ra l A m e r i c a n a d v i s o r s . 

TJ. S. par t ic ipa t ion and financing for the p r o g r a m a r e expected to 
phase out gradual ly as the contributions of Cen t ra l A m e r i c a n count r ies i n c r e a s e . 
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