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Mr. Thomason, Mr. Co l l i n s , Ladies and Gentlemen, Colleagues. 
I speak to you as colleagues, not because I have any professional 

connection with the world of journalism, but because you gentlemen of 
the fourth estate are more than ever Involved i n the shaping of foreign 
policy and International relationships. 

To some degree, this has always been true. Thackeray wrote of the 
press, more than a hundred years ago: 

"There she i s — the great engine — she never sleeps. She has her 
ambassadors in every quarter of the world, her couriers upon every road. 
Her o f f i c e r s march along with armies, and her envoys walk into states­
man's cabinets. They are ubiquitous." 

And as James Reston points out in his a r t i c l e i n July's Foreign 
A f f a i r s , "the eighteenth-century American pamphleteers not only helped 
write the Constitution but thought — with considerable j u s t i f i c a t i o n — 
that they created the union. They believed that government power was 
potentially i f not inevitably wicked and had to be watched, especially 
when applied i n secret and abroad, and they wrote the rules so that the 
press would be among the watchers," 

We In the Department of State are accustomed to many watchers: the 
president and his aides i n the White House; the Congress, i t s Committees, 
and their professional s t a f f s ; the General Accounting Office; and not 
l e a s t among them the working press, the would-be Secretaries of State 
otherwise known as columnists, and the editors and publishers so broadly 
represented here today. We are also watched by the chancelleries of more 
than a hundred nations and by a foreign press corps whose outlook often 
d i f f e r s from that of their American colleagues. 

This fish-bowl environment sometimes has i t s drawbacks. A l l of us 
have suffered our share of haphazard and distorted reporting, of pre­
mature leaks, and even of occasional malice. Nonetheless, as we con­
t r a s t our l o t with regimes which censor and control their press, we 
cherish our blessings. 
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I n the f i e l d of inter-American a f f a i r s , my own p r i n c i p a l 
complaint concerning the p r e s s has been too l i t t l e r e p o r t i n g 
r a t h e r than too much, and too narrow a view of the dramatic 
and newsworthyo F o r t u n a t e l y , there are s i g n s of improvement 
on both these f r o n t s . I hope that t h i s meeting -- the f i r s t 
of i t s kind to take p l a c e i n L a t i n America s i g n i f i e s an 
a c c e l e r a t e d improvement. S u r e l y there could be no more 
appropriate a l o c a t i o n than Mexico, which, i n a d d i t i o n to 
i t s n a t u r a l beauties and j u s t l y renowned c u l t u r e , i s a 
l i v i n g proof of L a t i n America's c a p a c i t y f o r modernization 
without detriment to h i s t o r i c n a t i o n a l v a l u e s . 

To some extent, t e n s i o n between the p r e s s and the 
o f f i c i a l makers of f o r e i g n p o l i c y i s b u i l t i n t o t h e i r 
d i f f e r i n g r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s and time p e r s p e c t i v e s . Diplomats 
and f o r e i g n p o l i c y planners must think i n terms of months, 
y e a r s , and even generations; a newsman w i t h a deadline must 
get h i s s t o r y turned i n i n a matter of minutes. 

We a l s o have our s t a c k of d a i l y c a b l e s from the f i e l d 
and must f i g h t a constant b a t t l e to avoid e x c l u s i v e c o n c e n t r a t i o n 
on the day-to-day c r i s e l e t s , r e s e r v i n g a due share of our 
time and energies f o r the l a r g e r a c t i o n s which r e a l l y matter 
i n the long run. But we are t r a i n e d to make the e f f o r t to 
observe long-run processes of change and to s e a r c h f o r l e v e r s 
which may i n f l u e n c e them c o n s t r u c t i v e l y . For the p r e s s to 
do l i k e w i s e r e q u i r e s a conscious e x e r c i s e of will-power --
a conscious r e s i s t a n c e to the easy temptation to l e t today's 
apparent but momentary and s u p e r f i c i a l drama drown out the 
s t o r y of where a nation and a continent has come from and 
where i t i s going. 

So my p l e a to you i s to p r e s s on w i t h t h a t conscious 
e f f o r t to r e d e f i n e the dramatic and the newsworthy i n L a t i n 
America. Even i n the ten years that I have been a c t i v e l y 
concerned w i t h Western Hemisphere matters, there has been a 
marked move i n that d i r e c t i o n . As Ambassador to B r a z i l , I 
r e c e i v e d dozens of v i s i t i n g American j o u r n a l i s t s , e d i t o r s , 
and p u b l i s h e r s , many of them seeing L a t i n America f o r the 
f i r s t time. Most of them were e x c i t e d by t h e i r d i s c o v e r y of 
a new world -~ the tremendous p o t e n t i a l , the immense problems, 
the throbbing changes, the o p p o r t u n i t i e s , the v i t a l c u l t u r e s . 

I t remains t r u e that f a r more news from the United 
S t a t e s i s p r i n t e d i n L a t i n America than L a t i n American news ' 
p r i n t e d i n the United S t a t e s . I t i s s t i l l t r u e that bad 
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news t r a v e l s f a s t e r and f a r t h e r than good news; consequently 
the North American p u b l i c more often gets exposed to dramatic 
he a d l i n e s of d i s a s t e r s and golpes than of quiet achievements 
i n L a t i n America. 

Nevertheless, r e p o r t i n g from L a t i n America i s becoming 
not only more i n t e n s i f i e d , but a l s o more a n a l y t i c a l . W r i t e r s 
for the news agencies and big d a i l i e s and the TV crews seem 
to be g e t t i n g more of the "why" i n t o t h e i r s t o r i e s . While 
I may not always agree w i t h t h e i r i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s , t h i s 
kind of i n t e r p r e t a t i v e r e p o r t i n g i s immensely important f o r 
the e n t i r e hemisphere. I have no doubt that the present 
trend i n t h i s d i r e c t i o n w i l l continue, as e d i t o r s and 
p u b l i s h e r s such as y o u r s e l v e s recognize the need and the 
growing d e s i r e of t h e i r readers f o r more understanding 
of t h i s neighboring continent immersed i n t r u l y dramatic 
and r e v o l u t i o n a r y change. 

I n a phrase, here i s a Continent which during the l a s t 
century, a f t e r the e x c i t i n g period of winning i t s independence 
from Spain and P o r t u g a l , f e l l behind the mainstream of 
Western modern e v o l u t i o n , but i s now coming a c t i v e l y to 
g r i p s with i t s d e s t i n y . Today i t i s unlocking the o p p o r t u n i t i e s 
which i t s superb endowment of human t a l e n t and n a t u r a l 
r e s o u r c e s make a v a i l a b l e to i t . The key i s i n s t i t u t i o n a l 
modernization. 

I t i s an immensely d i f f i c u l t p r o c ess. I t confronts 
not only the i n e r t i a of manifold vested i n t e r e s t s , but the 
burdens of a population growth r a t e higher than any other 
world region, r u r a l i s o l a t i o n and a g r i c u l t u r a l backwardness, 
q u a n t i t a t i v e and q u a l i t a t i v e e d u c a t i o n a l inadequacies on a 
massive s c a l e , and the f r a c t i o n a l i z a t i o n of n a t i o n a l economies 
i n t o areas too s m a l l f o r t r u l y modern development. 

Yet, i t i s not a hopeless process. With any reasonable 
time p e r s p e c t i v e i t can be seen i n motion. Casual v i s i t o r s 
to t h i s b e a u t i f u l and dynamic c a p i t a l of Mexico, or to a 
B r a z i l i a n c i t y such as Sao Paulo, sense i t i n s t i n c t i v e l y , as 
do v i s i t o r s to the new f r o n t i e r s of the E a s t e r n Andes, Mato 
Grosso, or lower B o l i v i a . Those who knew L a t i n America a 
generation ago f u l l y a p p r e c i a t e how r a p i d l y the t h r u s t toward 
modernization i s t a k i n g hold. But the pace i s too slow and 
i t must be a c c e l e r a t e d . I t needs vigorous e f f o r t i n each 
n a t i o n ; i t needs i n t e n s i v e cooperation among the L a t i n 
American n a t i o n s ; and i t needs s u s t a i n e d support from out s i d e 
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L a t i n America, notably f r o n the United S t a t e s . That i s the 
r a i s o n d'etre of the A l l i a n c e f o r Progress, whose f i f t h 
a n n i v e r s a r y we c e l e b r a t e d l a s t month. And that i s why the 
A l l i a n c e f o r Progress i s i n r e a l i t y , and not merely as a 
slogan, the cornerstone of the Johnson Ad m i n i s t r a t i o n ' s 
p o l i c y i n inter-American r e l a t i o n s . 

The Charter of Punta d e l E s t e was a r e v o l u t i o n a r y 
innovation i n the h i s t o r i c process of b u i l d i n g a t r u e 
community of f r e e peoples i n our Hemisphere. From the 
e a r l i e s t days of n a t i o n a l independence, t h i s has been one 
of the most c h e r i s h e d a s p i r a t i o n s of f a r - s i g h t e d statesmen 
i n L a t i n and North America a l i k e . L i k e a l l great p o l i t i c a l 
movements, i t has s u f f e r e d periods of f r u s t r a t i o n and setbacks. 
But as we review the sweep of the decades, we can say with 
some p r i d e that we have not b u i l t badly. 

For over t h r e e - q u a r t e r s of a century, the Pan American 
Union has f o s t e r e d the c u l t u r a l , e d u c a t i o n a l , and t e c h n i c a l 
interchanges that are the b a s i s f o r mutual knowledge and 
understanding, For almost two decades, the T r e a t y of Rio 
and the Charter of Bogota have provided a framework of 
cooperation i n p o l i t i c a l and s e c u r i t y matters -- to promote 
the p e a c e f u l settlement of d i s p u t e s , to strengthen r e p r e s e n t a t i v e 
democracy, and to guard a g a i n s t aggression of any type 
from any source. 

Although the roots of economic cooperation i n the 
Americas a l s o run f a r back, i t was only at Punta d e l E s t e 
that a s u s t a i n e d e f f o r t f o r economic and s o c i a l progress 
took i t s r i g h t f u l p l a c e as a major purpose of our I n t e r -
American endeavors. At Rio de J a n e i r o l a s t November, our 
Foreign M i n i s t e r s agreed to incorporate the b a s i c p r i n c i p l e s 
of the A l l i a n c e for Progress as permanent f e a t u r e s of the 
OAS Charter -- a d e c i s i o n soon to be consummated i n terms 
already agreed among our governments, And w i t h i n a few 
months, i t i s expected that a l l the P r e s i d e n t s of OAS nations 
w i l l meet to explore new ways to give added impulse to the 
A l l i a n c e , 

I have o c c a s i o n a l l y heard i t argued by L a t i n Americans 
that the inter-American system should be conceived as a 
s o r t of bargain i n which L a t i n American support f o r United 
S t a t e s ' s t r a t e g i c and s e c u r i t y i n t e r e s t s i s balanced a g a i n s t 
American support for L a t i n economic i n t e r e s t s . T h i s s t r i k e s 
me as a s i n g u l a r l y erroneous view. 
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When German and I t a l i a n agents were seeking before and 
during World War I I to subvert L a t i n regimes to the purposes 
of Fascism, the s e c u r i t y of L a t i n America was engaged no 
l e s s than our own. When only s i x years ago, the agents of 
T r u j i l l o sought to a s s a s s i n a t e a Venezuelan P r e s i d e n t , and 
more r e c e n t l y the agents of F i d e l C a s t r o sought to capture 
Caracas i n a l i g h t n i n g coup d'etat, the s e c u r i t y of L a t i n 
America was even more d i r e c t l y engaged than our own. The 
Havana T r i - C o n t i n e n t Conference l a s t January, the g u e r i l l a 
a c t i v i t i e s i n h a l f a dozen c o u n t r i e s , and contemporary 
speeches of Castro make c l e a r t h at the danger of e x t e r n a l l y 
supported subversion continues and r e q u i r e s c o n t i n u i n g 
v i g i l a n c e . 

Nor should the value of OAS a c t i o n i n r e s o l v i n g p e a c e f u l l y 
a whole s e r i e s of p o t e n t i a l l y inflammable L a t i n American 
border disputes be underestimated as a c o n t r i b u t i o n to 
L a t i n American s e c u r i t y . I n sh o r t , the s e c u r i t y aspects 
of the system must be recognized as a convergent i n t e r e s t of 
a l l i t s members, 

T h i s i s e q u a l l y the case with the newer measures f o r 
cooperation i n economic and s o c i a l p r ogress. We i n the 
United S t a t e s Government b e l i e v e and we have had the 
c o n s i s t e n t support of the Congress and p u b l i c opinion i n 
t h i s b e l i e f that a c c e l e r a t e d economic and s o c i a l progress 
i n L a t i n America i s a l s o decidedly i n the i n t e r e s t of the 
American people and of the United S t a t e s as a na t i o n . T h i s 
and not some imagined bargain of high s t r a t e g y -- i s why 
L a t i n America can expect our continued i n t e r e s t and support. 

T h i s i s not to suggest any P o l l y a n n a - l i k e notion of 
u n i v e r s a l i d e n t i t y of i n t e r e s t — that what i s good f o r 
L a t i n America i s always good for the United S t a t e s and v i c e 
v e r s a . Of course we have d i f f e r e n c e s , and often s u b s t a n t i a l 
ones. So do the L a t i n nations among one another, as h i s t o r y 
eloquently t e s t i f i e s , I t i s only to suggest that there i s 
an even l a r g e r a r e a of convergence, r e s u l t i n g from h i s t o r y , 
geography, economics, and above a l l a shared s e t of b a s i c 
v a lues of what give s l i f e d i g n i t y and meaning and how 
e s s e n t i a l to those values are not only m a t e r i a l w e l l - b e i n g 
but a l s o freedom and r e s p e c t f o r the i n d i v i d u a l . 
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I t i s c l e a r t h a t m a t e r i a l p r o g r e s s i s n o t s y n o n y m o u s w i t h 
m a t e r i a l i s m , t h a t m o d e r n i z a t i o n i s n o t i n c o m p a t i b l e w i t h 
s p i r i t u a l v a l u e s . R a t h e r , t h e A l l i a n c e s t a n d s f o r w h a t t h e 
g r e a t M e x i c a n t h i n k e r J o s e V a s c o n c e l o s o n c e c a l l e d -- s p e a k i n g 
o f t h e r e l a t i o n s b e t w e e n L a t i n a n d N o r t h A m e r i c a n c u l t u r e s --
t h e " c o n c u r r e n c e o f t h e t w o g r e a t l i f e - c r e a t i n g f o r c e s " o f t h e 
h e m i s p h e r e . I t r e p r e s e n t s t h e " m e a n s " h e s o u g h t b y w h i c h t h e s e 
" t w o c u l t u r e s , i n s t e a d o f e x p e n d i n g a n d w a s t i n g t h e m s e l v e s i n 
c o n f l i c t , s h o u l d u n i t e a n d c o l l a b o r a t e f o r p r o g r e s s . " 

W h e n P r e s i d e n t J o h n s o n r e v i e w e d t h e f i r s t f i v e y e a r s o f 
t h e A l l i a n c e o n A u g u s t 1 7 , h e t o o k e n c o u r a g e m e n t f r o m t h e 
r e c o r d , e s p e c i a l l y i n t h e l a s t t w o y e a r s w h e n o v e r a l l g r o w t h 
r a t e s h a v e e x c e e d e d t h e m i n i m u m t a r g e t o f 2 - 1 / 2 p e r c e n t p e r 
c a p i t a s e t f o r t h a t P u n t a d e l E s t e . M o r e i m p o r t a n t e v e n t h a n 
t h e s e s t a t i s t i c s o f g r o w t h , a n d t h e i r p h y s i c a l c o u n t e r p a r t s i n 
s c h o o l s , r o a d s , p o w e r p l a n t s , w a t e r s y s t e m s , a n d f a c t o r i e s , i s 
t h e c h a n g e i n a t t i t u d e s — t h e g r o w i n g c o n v i c t i o n t h a t 
p r o g r e s s c a n b e a n d w i l l b e a c h i e v e d u n d e r f r e e i n s t i t u t i o n s — 
a n d t h e g r o w i n g u n d e r s t a n d i n g o f h o w t o d o i t . 

T h e P r e s i d e n t c a l l e d f o r a r a i s i n g o f t h e t a r g e t s f r o m 
2 - 1 / 2 t o 4 o r e v e n 6 p e r c e n t p e r c a p i t a a n n u a l l y . S u c h r a t e s 
h a v e b e e n a c h i e v e d i n o t h e r d e v e l o p i n g c o u n t r i e s i n t h e 
r e c e n t p a s t . T h e r e i s n o f u n d a m e n t a l r e a s o n w h y t h e y c a n n o t b e 
a c h i e v e d i n L a t i n A m e r i c a . I n d e e d t h e y m u s t b e , i f t h e 
r a p i d l y g r o w i n g u r b a n l a b o r f o r c e i s t o s e c u r e u s e f u l a n d 
p r o d u c t i v e e m p l o y m e n t , t h e s t a n d a r d s o f a g r i c u l t u r a l 
p r o d u c t i o n r a i s e d , a n d a r e a l a t t a c k m a d e o n t h e d e f i c i e n c i e s 
i n e d u c a t i o n , h e a l t h , a n d h o u s i n g . 

T h a t i s t h e c h a l l e n g e t h e f o r t h c o m i n g S u m m i t M e e t i n g o f 
A m e r i c a n P r e s i d e n t s w i l l f a c e . I t i s n o t f o r m e t o d a y t o 
a n t i c i p a t e t h e r e s u l t s o f t h a t m e e t i n g . E a c h o f t h e 
p a r t i c i p a n t s w i l l h a v e h i s o w n v i e w s o n p r i o r i t i e s . T h e 
t a s k o f j o i n t p r e p a r a t i o n b y g o v e r n m e n t s a n d t h e a p p r o p r i a t e 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l i n s t i t u t i o n s i s j u s t g e t t i n g u n d e r w a y . 

P r e s i d e n t J o h n s o n h a s m a d e c l e a r , h o w e v e r , h i s b e l i e f 
t h a t t h r e e t o p i c s s t a n d o u t a s o f t h e h i g h e s t u r g e n c y : 
g r e a t l y a c c e l e r a t e d p r o g r e s s t o w a r d L a t i n A m e r i c a n e c o n o m i c 
i n t e g r a t i o n ; a n i n t e n s i f i e d d r i v e f o r t h e m o d e r n i z a t i o n o f 
a g r i c u l t u r e a n d r u r a l l i v i n g c o n d i t i o n s ; a n d a m a s s i v e e f f o r t 
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i n education w i t h s p e c i a l emphasis on developmental needs 
for s k i l l e d manpower. I f new e f f o r t s i n these f i e l d s can 
be mounted i n a d d i t i o n to -- and not i n replacement fo r --
the progress i n i n f r a s t r u c t u r e , i n d u s t r i a l i z a t i o n , the 
strengthening of p r i v a t e e n t e r p r i s e , the c o n t r o l of i n f l a t i o n , 
and the expansion of trade already w e l l s t a r t e d under the 
A l l i a n c e f o r Progress, there i s a good chance that higher 
t a r g e t s of economic and s o c i a l progress can i n f a c t be 
r e a l i z e d . _ 

You may suppose that my own emphasis on education 
merely r e f l e c t s the b i a s of a former u n i v e r s i t y p r o f e s s o r 
w i t h o c c a s i o n a l n o s t a l g i a f o r the ivy-covered h a l l s . I can 
assure you that there i s much more to i t . The f a c t i s that 
no n a t i o n i n modern times has achieved adequate r a t e s of 
economic growth without a major expansion and reform of i t s 
e d u c a t i o n a l system. The opening of opportunity to t a l e n t 
a l s o has profound p o l i t i c a l and s o c i a l e f f e c t s i n c r e a t i n g 
a b a s i s f o r meaningful popular p a r t i c i p a t i o n i n p u b l i c l i f e , 
i n expanding the middle c l a s s , and i n encouraging s o c i a l 
m o b i l i t y . But even i n the most narrow and severe economic 
terms, investment i n education has been proven to y i e l d 
higher r e t u r n s than most forms of more conventional investment. 

T h i s i s e s p e c i a l l y true today, when the more advanced 
nations are going through a second or even t h i r d phase of 
the i n d u s t r i a l r e v o l u t i o n , and when modern a g r i c u l t u r e 
i t s e l f i s becoming a h i g h l y c a p i t a l i z e d and h i g h l y t e c h n i f i e d 
i n d u s t r y . I f L a t i n America i s to achieve the ambitious 
growth r a t e t a r g e t s suggested e a r l i e r , one e s s e n t i a l element 
w i l l be to get on board t h i s l a t t e r - d a y i n d u s t r i a l r e v o l u t i o n 
without going slowly and p a i n f u l l y through a l l the intermediate 
s t a g e s . T h i s i s a l r e a d y happening here and there i n p a r t i c u l a r 
areas or i n d u s t r i e s . But i t can become genera l only w i t h a 
l a r g e supply of s k i l l e d manpower able to make i t so -- engineers, 
s c i e n t i s t s , medical doctors, middle-grade t e c h n i c i a n s , economists, 
a d m i n i s t r a t o r s a l l i n numbers f a r beyond anything on hand 
or i n prospect with the educational systems as they now a r e . 

T h i s t a s k i s p r i m a r i l y one f o r national, e f f o r t i n each 
of the L a t i n c o u n t r i e s , but i t can be supplemented from the 
outside i n v a r i o u s ways. One of the most promising i s the 
concept of m u l t i - n a t i o n a l post-graduate i n s t i t u t e s of s c i e n c e 
and technology b r i e f l y mentioned i n P r e s i d e n t Johnson's 
speech of August 17. I f e s t a b l i s h e d on a sound b a s i s w i t h • 
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t h e s u p p o r t o f g o v e r n m e n t s a n d t h e p r o f e s s i o n a l g r o u p s 
c o n c e r n e d i n e a c h c o u n t r y , a n d i f p r o p e r l y b a c k e d b y 
q u a l i f i e d i n s t i t u t i o n s i n t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s , t h e y c o u l d 
m a k e a m a j o r c o n t r i b u t i o n t o L a t i n d e v e l o p m e n t t h r o u g h t h e i r 
o w n p r o g r a m s o f t r a i n i n g a n d r e s e a r c h , t h r o u g h t h e i r e f f e c t 
i n r a i s i n g t h e s t a n d a r d s o f n a t i o n a l u n d e r g r a d u a t e i n s t i t u t i o n s , 
a n d ~- n o t l e a s t --" t h r o u g h r e v e r s i n g t h e b r a i n d r a i n o f 
h i g h l y t a l e n t e d y o u n g L a t i n A m e r i c a n s t o t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s 
a n d E u r o p e . 

M a j o r d e v e l o p m e n t s i n e c o n o m i c r e l a t i o n s , s u c h a s t h o s e 
I h a v e t o u c h e d u p o n h e r e , i n e v i t a b l y h a v e t h e i r p o l i t i c a l 
c o n s e q u e n c e s . I b e l i e v e t h e r e i s a f a v o r a b l e p o l i t i c a l 
t r e n d . S i n c e D e c e m b e r , 1 9 6 3 , o v e r h a l f t h e L a t i n A m e r i c a n 
c o u n t r i e s h a v e h e l d f r e e d e m o c r a t i c e l e c t i o n s a n d i n s t a l l e d 
i n o f f i c e t h e e l e c t e d c a n d i d a t e s . T h r e e o t h e r c o u n t r i e s 
w i l l h o l d e l e c t i o n s i n t h e n e x t f e w w e e k s . C e r t a i n l y 
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e d e m o c r a c y i s n o t y e t u n i v e r s a l p r a c t i c e i n 
t h e h e m i s p h e r e , a n d w h e r e i t i s a t w o r k a s i n t h e U n i t e d 
S t a t e s i t s e l f t h e r e r e m a i n s a m p l e r o o m f o r f u r t h e r 
i m p r o v e m e n t . B u t t h e t r e n d t o w a r d s e s t a b l i s h m e n t o f m o r e 
p e r m a n e n t a n d m o r e s t a b l e d e m o c r a t i c i n s t i t u t i o n s i s o n t h e 
w h o l e e n c o u r a g i n g . 

E v e n i n t h e D o m i n i c a n R e p u b l i c , s t i l l s u f f e r i n g t h e 
m a l e f i c e n t e f f e c t s o f t h r e e d e c a d e s o f d i c t a t o r s h i p , t h e 
p e o p l e h a v e a n o t h e r p r o m i s i n g c h a n c e f o r d e m o c r a t i c g r o w t h 
f o l l o w i n g t h e o r d e r l y f r e e e l e c t i o n o f J u n e t h i s y e a r . 

U n f o r t u n a t e l y , C u b a s t i l l w e a r s t h e c h a i n s o f c o m m u n i s t 
d i c t a t o r s h i p i m p o s e d b y F i d e l C a s t r o i n r e p u d i a t i o n o f t h e 
p r o m i s e s h e h a d m a d e t o t h e C u b a n p e o p l e . F i v e y e a r s a g o , 
t h e r e w a s w i d e s p r e a d f e a r t h a t t h e C a s t r o e x a m p l e m i g h t 
t a k e h o l d e l s e w h e r e i n L a t i n A m e r i c a . B u t t o d a y , t h r o u g h o u t 
t h e h e m i s p h e r e , p e o p l e a r e l o o k i n g a t C a s t r o ' s C u b a m o r e 
w i t h p i t y t h a n w i t h a d m i r a t i o n . I t a p p e a r s t h a t L a t i n 
A m e r i c a n s h a v e d e c i d e d t h e y c a n m a k e t h e i r o w n r e v o l u t i o n a r y 
c h a n g e s , i n p e a c e w i t h f r e e d o m a n d w i t h o u t e m p t y p r o m i s e s 
o f u l t i m a t e p a r a d i s e o r c o m p u l s i o n s o f i n s t a n t p a r e d o n . 

S u r e l y i n t h i s p a n o r a m a o f c h a l l e n g e a n d r e s p o n s e , o f 
n e w c i v i l i z a t i o n b e i n g b u i l t o n t h e f o u n d a t i o n s o f a n c i e n t 
c u l t u r e s , t h e r e i s a m p l e m a t e r i a l b o t h d r a m a t i c a n d n e w s w o r t h y . 
H o w i t c a n b e s t b e c o m m u n i c a t e d t o t h e A m e r i c a n p e o p l e , a l l 
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of you know much b e t t e r than I , but th a t i t should and must 
be communicated I have no doubt. 

I t was s a i d a few years ago that " i t i s one minute to 
midnight i n L a t i n America." 

Perhaps now i t i s w e l l a f t e r midnight, and the dawn 
of a new day, a new e r a , i s almost here. But t h i s new day 
w i l l be a working day, and we w i l l want to be up and at i t 
long before s u n r i s e . 

* # * 


