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Goulart actions have been initiated in the central state og Minas Gerais.

Troops led by General Olympio Mourfio Filho, commander of the Fourth Military
Region with headquarters in Juiz de Fora, second largest city in the sﬁate,
heave been mobilized and may be moving on Rio de Janeiro, about two and a
half hours away by highway. State Governor Magalh#ies Pinto is supporting
the uprising and has reportedly requisitioned all privately-owned petroleum
supplies in the state. The main highways in the State have been blocked,
and buses are being used to transport troops to strategic locations.

Similar steps are expected to occur shortly in neighboring SZo Paulo

State, according to various sources.

Leaders. It is possible that MourZo Filho's actions are not being taken

on orders of the principal leaders of the anti-Goulart sector in the Army,
although the latter are reliably reported to be planning an all-out effort l
ggainst the Brazilian President sometime this week. In the past, Mour#o
Filho has not always proven responsive to advice from other, more responsible
officers, and has engaged in almost continual plotting against Goulart.
Nevertheless, he is the principal military commander in a key state, and

his troop movements will probably lead to an eventual showdown between

pro~ and anti-Goulart forces in the military end civilian seciors. The
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key to any successful military effort will be conirol over the First Army
Conmand in Rio de Janeiro, where most important army forces are located.

Issue May Be Decided in 48 Hours. The situationhesnot clarified, but

the issue will probably be decided within the next 48 hogrs. Thus, elements
supporting the anti-Goulart movement could move to assume control over the
First Army in Rio. The two most prominent anti-Goulart military leaders,
Army Chief of Staff Castello Branco and Second Army (SZo Paulo) commander
Amaury Kruel, may attempt to stimulate military moves in S&Zo Paulo and other
southern states, and seek to overcome or neutralize pro-Goulart elements
elsewhere in the country. Navy and Air Force roles are likely to be minor,
A clash between rivel militery forces and/or civilian groups is always
possible, but the outcome of the movement should be determined by speedy
maneuvers and the capturing of key military establishments. Exitreme

leftist forces, represented by such organigzetions as the Central Labor
Command (CGT), the Popular Mobilization Front (FMP), the National Union

of Students (UNE) would probably oppose a move against Goulart with a call
for a nationwide general sitrike.

If there should be a clash, or even a standoff,.beﬁween opposing forces
in the Rio area, the outcome of the crisis will probably remain in doubt for
several days. In this case, agitation stimulated by extreme leftist
supporters of the President and countermoves on Goulart's part in political
and military circles may lead to widespread civilian disorders and possibly
civil war.

In view of the extensive preparations already made by anti-Goulart

militery figures, it seems unlikely thal they will fail to grasp the
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opportunity presented by MourZio Filho's actions. If, however, they should

hesitate, they will have lost much of the initiative in the current erisis.




