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From search of records hexe today Yost conversation with U Thant this

morning and our phone conversation, we have tried to reconstruct events re
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YGls 1964 sujgvs tion mat US and DRV meet in Rangoon to discuss peace in

C'D
e

Vietnam.
: Highest authority would appreciate receiving your best recollection of
:__v te talks with Stevenson on this subject, and we would appreciste any

|

L-:-rr.n.:er;ts or modifications you have on following reconstructed chronology:

;_L,uum 1954 : U Thant approa;ched Ho Chi Minh (through Soviéts)

| sending represeniative to meet with US emissary at
some unspeciiied plac

i";:;: hali September U Thant got affirmative reply indicating talks should be:

private and without kniowledge Peking., U

he immediately passed word to Stevenson but ¥HEL

s / Stevenson
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Stevenson told Cleveland he first informed in late November,
Y - .

and that Thant said he had not wanted to talk to him on matter

before elections but that he (Thant) had gone ahead on his own.

Talk between Secretary and Stevenson on subject.
b}
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Secretary told Stevenson we nesd know U

To

Thant's thinl :JO and

what reaction he had had., Possible fe ues also discussed.
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Labcr same day, t::VEl"SuflA_‘ 250 G vsconsﬂ was "very affi

ti’v;e" re opening line of communcation, and that he (Thant) got

this word from the Russians,

Stevenson told Secretdry of further conversations with U Thant

and indicated would explore the pOSSlbl ity o
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for talks,  Secretary sazid for time being it "makes sense for

U Thant to keep this (matter) in his own hand for the m

After Stevenson said U Thant's source of inform=ion wa

omernt, "

S

Suslov, Secretary sald h& w ou_@ t mimdl asking Dobrynin
"quite frankly about it." (UThant account is that he suggested
to Steverson in November that discussions take place in
Rangoon between the American Ambassador and the Noxrth
Vietnamese Consul General in order tnat secrecy e ma intained.
Stevenson was not enthusiastic). ;
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