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FROM: B r a s i l i a ' 1 r r a 

TO: Secretary o f State 

NO: 42, October 4, 1 PM 

PRIORITY 

ACTION PRIORITY DEPARTMENT 42, INFORMATION PRIORITY RIO DE 
JANEIRO 126. 

Reference: Rio Telegram 101. 

According t o t a l k i n h a l l s o f Congress, p r e s i d e n t i a l message 
reque s t i n g s t a t e o f seige expected t h i s a f t e r n o o n . Most 
Congressmen and p a r t y leaders w i t h h o l d i n g opinions pending 
i n d i c a t i o n nature o f s t a t e o f selge t o be requested. Some 
be l i e v e i t w i l l be l i m i t e d i n e f f e c t , although country-wide 
i n a p p l i c a t i o n . Opinions as t o chances o f Congressional 
approval v a r y w i d e l y between b e l i e f of ULTIMA EORA c o r r e ­
spondent F l a v i o Tavares, t h a t measure w i l l not pass ssid 
t h a t o f Fernando Pedreira, of 0 ESTABQ DE SAO PAULO, M10 
i s reasonably sure o f i t s passage. Generally agreed i n 
Congress t h a t m i l i t a r y favor t h i s measure t o r e s t o r e order 
i n armed f o r c e s , as w e l l as peace i n n a t i o n i n a f t e r m a t h 
Lacerda i n t e r v i e w and i n face general s t r i k e t h r e a t . 
Marshal L o t t being mentioned as probably s t a t e o f seige 
executor. 

L e f t i s t Frente Parlamentar N a c i o n a l i s t a , although composed 
mainly o f President's own p a r t y , r e p o r t e d l y w i l l oppose 
g r a n t i n g s t a t e o f seige since they f e a r t h a t the a d d i t i o n a l 
powers t h a t would thus be granted t o m i l i t a r y would scon be 
turned agaithst l e f t . UDN expected t o oppose and some o p p o s i t i o n 
noted i n PSD. 

• DECLASSIFIED 
E.Q. iHB5Z, Sec. 3(0 and 5(D) of ( 0 

/However 
REPRODUCTION FROM THIS COPY IS 
PROHIBITED UNLESS "UNCLASSIFIED" 

01 [ t ' - * S 



-2- 42, October 4, 1 FM from B r a s i l i a . 

However, center and r i g h t , w h i l e n a t u r a l l y opposed t o g r a n t i n 
Goulart request, might be persuaded i f assured t h a t 1) i t i s 
the m i l i t a r y - - a n d not Goulart a l o n e - - t h a t i s r e q u e s t i n g seige 
2) i f the powers requested are not o v e r l y severe. 
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