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After several introductory remarks, Mr, Heany affirmed that the vorkers
of the United States supported the Alliance for Progress, and expressed
hope that there would be a close working relat.ionship between the United
States and Latin America for the implementation of projects that would
assure benefits to the masses on the bottom of the economic pyramid. There
was no interest here in hel ping the wealthy.

Asked what stand labor takes in Brazil with regard to the program,

President Goulart replied that the labor movement in Brazil had a leading .

role in efforts toward promoting basic reforms within the country, to

. include agricultural.and banking reforms, as well as regulations affecting
‘remittance of profits: Such programs now. enjoy the support of the PTB,

organized labor, and other groups.

Mr. Reuther a.sked the President if the wealthy' ei'.ght. percent of the
population owning 75 percent of the land was not finally beginning to

" awaken to the need and to the inevitability of social change, whereby

the few will not be permitted to continue to get all the wealth and .
deprive the less privileged classes of economic and social justice. The

' President replied that there was possibly some awakening to reality now,

but that, as everyone knows, the rich are characteristically motivated by

2 < mte].‘l.igmce or by fear, In Brazil, efforts are being made to bring both
. to bear in order to push reform,

Mr, Reuther observed that social revolution can often be more painful

- than poli*ical. Since social reform entails a shift in the pattern of
property ownership and distribution of wealth, the process will be a ¢

peaceful one only if the land-owner classes go along with change. Other—
wise, there can be violence. President Goulart said that this very apt |
definition was eloquently summed up in President Kennedy's phrase, "Those

" who make peaceable evolution impossible will render violent revolution

inevitable", He went on to say that in Brazil every effort is being bent
toward peaceful evolution. But if the privileged classes oppose this,
force may have to be used in some areas, ,

Mr, Riani at this point spoke of the suffering rural masses in
Brazil, who have not been able to organize themselves as the urban
working people have. Today, there is need for legislation that will
provide for benefits to rural workers, or change will be wrought by
force. He went on to relate that President Goulart, as Minister of
Labor during the Vargas administration, had concerned himself from the
beginning primarily with the question of minimum wages and social
legislation for rural workers, However, Ris seven years of careful
study and persistent struggle were to no avail, and there is no legis-
lation for rural workers to this day. This issue is today a crying need,
said Riani, and declared the orgamznd workers of the city to be entirely
in sympathy with their brothers in the country.

Mr. Riani
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:%; Mr. Riani pointed out that there was confusion in the United States
N about the labor rovement in Brazil, The Brazilian movement is purely
- Brazilian, and has no link whatsoever with international movements, and
is based on the desire for healthy “eform within the franwork of democratic
institutions.

=

¥r, Reuther recalled his two years' experience in Russia among the
workers in auto factoriea there, He, therefore, saw with his own eyes
that the fundamental difference between freedom and communism is hot in
the ownership question.- Some nations may indeed feel it is best to
S _ nationalize the means of production, and many of our friems have adopted
1.+ - socialistic measures in their economic life. The fundamental difference
' lies rather in that free societies wish to improve living standards and
of fer more bread to their citizens, but within a framework of Jjustice -
end political freedom, Our purpose is to ensure both bread and freedom.
oo " There is no doubt that the Russian people will get more bread as time goes
b on but they will not have freedom. Our hop is that the Latin American
- countries will build economic and political structures that, for whatever
their varistion from our precise system in the United States, will provide
ways of finding adequate solutions to the problem of bread without

: sacrificing the values of liberty.
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~ Mr. Meany launched into a st.atement of the AFL/CIO position on
international labor associations, declaring first of all its strong
- support for the ICFTU. Each country may have its individual approach
“to the solution of its problems. Bub the problems of working people
are similar in every country. Two basic requirements were paramount
in the eyes of American labor. First, there must be freedom to organize
‘labor unions as instruments that strive toward the welfare of the working
" people., Then, there must be a sufficient degree of freedom so that
the system can be changed, if necessary, to make room for the right to
organize free unions, The ICFTU is of the utmost importance as far as
. American labor is concerned. We lend much support to international
£ . organizations, and we are far more conscious of international issues than,
... . say, twenty years ago, and take an active role in the programs of the
ﬂ-w-—————nJFFm" and the ORIT. 4An illustration of this is the support of American
organized labor for the Alliance for Progress. Indeed, the Alliance for
Progress would probably not exist without such support. The-reason-for
- : this support is that we wish to help the workers of Brazil and of all the
v Latin American countries. The Alliance for Progress is not designed to
; aid American workers, vwhose problems however. complex have no connection
with the program. Ve would not support the Alliance for Progress if it
went only to augnent the profits of the ruling classes in Latin America.
If the Alliance for Progress were to strengthen the hand of the rich few
who rule some of the countries, to the neglect of literally starving masses,
American labor would tumn against it. The program must work toward raising
- the living standards of the people on the bottom of the economic ladder, - -

g give.
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give them more purchasing powsr, which will in turn promote economic
development, Ve feel that help in this effort should take the form

not only of aid from the United St tates, but should be a part of the
struggle of labor movements toward a better share for their people in

the national wealth. For this reason we find it essential to associate
ourselves with international movements. !¢ have been able to get the
benefit of timely and direct information, for example, only through

our association with the international organizations. Nr. !leany pointed
out that all those present arourd the table served to prove that United
States labor is an international movement, since all these leaders are
members of -the Latin American Section of the International Committee, and
21l were well acquainted with the countries of Latin America. He brought
his remarks to a close by reiterating his hope that the Alliance for
Progress would be of help to Brazil and all the countries of the Hemisphere,
but stressed that it must show its worth through higher living standards
“among the people.

President Goulart expressed agreement with Mr. Heany as well as with
Mr. Reuther in emphasizing the need for "Bread with Freedom". With regard
- to the Alliance for Progress, it was indeed essential that it must not
make the rich richer to the detriment of the poor. Brazil would not
~ support it if this were the case.’ He expressed his appreciation for the
" spirit in which the Alliance foarProgress was conceived, vwhich reflects
the intelligence upon which the action of the United States is based.
- He thanked the labor movement for its needed support for the program,
through which American labor reveals the values it pursues as well as
" - its patriotism and sense of struggle. It is true, the President said,
that resources from interrational and United States credit 1nstitutions ;
_have gone to enrich small wealthy groups in Brazil and in other latin
Aerican countries, But now President Kemmedy has shown the measure of
his patriotism and vision in his philosophy that only with social progress
- will it be possible to improve the living standards of the masses. Herein
lies the principal merit of the Alliance for Progress idea. :

" Turning to the Brezilian labor movement itself, the President stated

-~that, similar to_present national policies on_the international scene, _ _
an independent approach =-- not neutralist, please note —- would be
followed. At the same time, the Brazilian labor would abide by its
commitments; . for the strengthening and safeguarding of Democracy in the’
Western World. He asserted that Brazil would support international labor
‘mcrements, and would stand with the United States in the struggle for the
cause of democratic labor.,- ; : . A

At this point, President Goulart had to leave the meeting in compliance
with his scheduled morning talk with Fresident Kennedy. He bid his guests
remain, however, and continue the exchange with lMr. Riani. - . Reuther, .

.. Mr. Meany, and Mr..Romualdi accordlng4y remained. aﬁﬁfﬂTi;;&i % Sahebd e Rl i it i ¢
S e Reuther
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ir, Reuther started off by enphasizing the importance of the

International Trade Secretariats, notebly as organs of liaison and
cooperation on day-to-day probleﬂa affecting the struggle for better
working conditions vaged by trade unions. Steel workers in the United
States have common problems with steel workers in-Brazil. Auto workers
in Brazil have problems similar to their brothers in the United States.
The same goes for the mine workers. It is through the Secretariats that
they can work closely with one another on concrete issues and be of mutual

help. : .

lr, Riani expressed his gratification at Mr. Reuther's concern with

_the lot of Brazilian workers and their efforts at self-improvement through

their respective trade organizations. Indeed, the metal workers are
strongly organized by this time, representing as they do the largest
~union,. concentrated in the states of Guanabara, Sao Paulo, Rio Grande do
-Sul, ard Minas; Here labor has made great strides. A different situation

ids to be found in the case of the mine workers, who are now at the beginnings

of their organizational efforts, and have yet to obtain benefits needed :
for a better living standard. The Trade Secretariat scheme has been the

- subject of consideration in Brazil, but has not been carried out, and
- cannot be. at this time, Labor is presently in-the delicate process of

re-organization, particularly in the leadership. Under these circumstances,

. Riani pointed, he as newly elected president of his confederation could
not now bring up certain problems, for which there are not even sufficient

e means available to tackle them,

Hr. Romualdi declared that the Trade Secretariat required no large
resources as means of support. There are sufficient means to at least

"'make a beginning in Brazil. Branches of Trade Secretariats already exist
in Brazil as affiliates in ten or eleven areas, such as transportation,
‘metal workers, postal-telephone~telegraph workers, technical services,

agricultural workers; public se:vices, newspaper workers, oil workers.

¥hat is now needed is the supporting cooperation of three confederations,
the largest of which is that now led by lMr. Riani, with the efforts of

these Secretariats. As supporters of the large 1nternationa1 free labor
_organizations, Mr. Romualdi sajd that Americen labor leaders attached

the utmost importance to the Secretarlats, for while the large organizatlons
" make lofty statements on generalities, the Secretariats are at work with
concrete problems of working people, and the benefit of close informational.

exchange could come only through the Secretariats. Mr. Romualdi encouraged -

Mr. Riani to give active attention to these matters, recalling that his
predecgssor did so little, :

Mr, Rianl stated that he was aware of the existence 6f Secretariat

branches in Brazil, though he had recently seen something of the activities

of the metal workers Secretariat only. His organization, on the other
hand, was just starting out, and has yet to establish contact. There is
also need to put the organizatlon'” house in order, so as to arrive at a
well~fourded, honest orientation. At the present time, the upheaval in
the confederation's/ leadersnip demands primary concern for difficult

problems
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problems of an intzrmal order., Ee assured everyone as to the solidarity
of the present leadersnip with their purmoses, but insisted that it was
necessary to study first causes within the union. -

Mr. Reuther granted that first things should come first, but suggested
that initial contacts might be made during the process of internal trans-
faormetion. in order to develop mcanvhile a working relationship. He
put in that his only motivation 1n making his suggestions was that of
helping Brazilian labor to strengtnen its own hand in the fight for economic

and social justice with political freedom.

Mr. Riani thanked Mr, deuther for his solidarity and support, but
re~emphasized the need for preparing his organization for broader under-
takings. He pointed out that the CKRTI up to a short while ago was
diseredited in the eyes of the Government and, more important, in the
eyes of the workers. Prestige must be regained. Only with the reSpect
and support of the workers can a union function effectively. Now,
happily, many strides have been made toward this end under the new leader-
ship; with the Goverrment, in view of the President's support (without
political ties}; and with the workers, in view of a highly productive -
recent council meeting that esddressed itself to important outstanding
problems and drew up an agenda for deallng with minimun wages, family
-allotments, the need for basic reforas in Brazil, statute revision
(the present one is out~dated and in soms ways reactionary), and .

- priority grievances. A new image is being formed and projected into the .

state and local communities, under the philosophy that there is no

victor and no vanguished in the labor cause, but only the attainment of

- the worker 's welfare, Since the last national congress took place in
1946, the confederation is still highly disorganized, from top to bottom.

Other organizations have had their conventions each year. But four

- regional conferences are now plammed for the confederation, leading up

to a general convention in 1$63. Once the essential task of re—organizatlon
and: consolidation has been accomplishied, then will the union be in a
position to act on international affiliation. Mr. Riani mentioned another
direction he would like to take in this respect, and that is contact with
representative vice-presidents to meet with the heads of other confederations
to deal with issues affecting the common interests of working people. In

the light of their responsibilities, the leaders of the confederation are
also examining ties with the ICFTU. There is no desire to go against the
ICFTU or the ORIT. But there has heretofore been little satisfaction with
these organizations with respect to their perforrances in Brazil, If the
CHTI leadership were to yield to the urgings of its electoral majority

and the pressure of basic issues, the confederation in all probability

would split off from these organizations. But a sense of responsibility

calls for caution against precipitating any drastic event, and an objective -

examination of Opportunitles for meeulng the interests of the workers of

Brazil
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Brazil through JICFTU and GRIT »prorrams. The principal concern has been
that these agencies are not attuned to the aspirations of Brazilian labor
today. Healthy movements have been called pro—communist or subversive

by Brazilian representatives of confederations who were affiliated with
ICFTU and ORIT. This happened in the case of three national conventions.
it happened at the 1960 convention, whose agenda had been reviewed by
ICFTU and ORIT, and approved by the council and by the CNTI. Yet these
confederation chiefs walked out of the convention, calling it communistie. .

~and thereby frustrated five years of preparatory work. Hr. Riani said

that he could well testify to this, for it was he that assumed the
chairmanship of that meeting, since he could not see such a gathering of
labor representatives be left without guidance, No true labor leader can
allow himself to mlsrepresent the movement, ' -

The secord instance was with the national convention of mine workers, -
who represented a sound movement with a healthy' sense of political
mzaturity. Brazilian authorities from all levels of government were
present. Again, these men wrote the conventiomoff- -as-Vsubversivets— -t ——meen
The third convention st which this happened was attended by now President.
Goulart, who attempted to assist in finding a sound orientation for
pr0ceedings. So that we have been locked in a ‘struggle with our own
people, who have given the impression, because of their affiliation,
that they were representing the point of view of the international.
organizations and follow1ng their prescribed policies.,

Mr. Reuther hereupon suggested that it would be more productive to
get away from some of the problems of the past., Our main interest is
in the future, He admitted that he has himself not always been satisfied
with the ORIT in.latin America. But now further efforts must be made
toward establishing clearer terms and a closer working relationship.

" He declared that he was little influenced by accusations of the "Right",

which has called him a communist, nor of the "Left", which has called .
him an agent of 'Wall Street. He is simply committed to the cause of

free labor movements and against coramunist labor movements. He referred
to his two years as a worker in Russia, and his year with the anti-Hitler

underground in Germeny, oend assured-all present.that, based on his
knowledge of Communisn and Fascism, the difference in their respective
labor movements is only one of slogan, while their effects upon the

worker is quite-the same, He told of how he grew up in a lzbor movement
that faced powerful farces like Ford and General lMotors, consisting of a
coalition of Socielists, Communists, and other militants. The break with -
the communists came when they announced that in the event of a conflict

of interesis between the cause of the American worker and the foreign
policy of the USSR, the latbter would invariably have precedence.

Mr. Reuther said hc broke with the communists because he was loyal only

to the American worker. He expressed his certainty that labor in Brazil
had no desire to become an instrurent of Soviet foreign policy, but only
of the welfare of the Brazilian worker. Hence, the need to build a strong
democratic movement that will never serve a foreign power or any internal

interest




interest to the detriment of Lhe working classes. For this reason, while
it may be difficult for the new movement to take a clear line that would
suit the tastes of 211, it would beshoove the movement to work toward an

* understanding, if nob comnlete agreement — which is never to be expected
in any event —- to the extent that a working relationship can be built

up for progress toward the permanent goals of freedom and Justice and
plenty, with immunity teo slogons that would divide, The CIO helped to
form the YFTU, which was later recognized to be an instrument of Soviet
foreign policy. For this reason, the CIO joined the AFL in the ICF1U,
with our own slocgan, "Bread, Peace and Freedom!" Our only desire is to
*ensure free worker movements that cannot be used by any political group
for its own emxls a2gainst ‘the interests of the working classes, " It is

not complete agreement we should seek for, but rather a basic understanding
upon which to build a practical relationship in the common taske.

Mr. Romualdi wished to make certain Mr., Riani was clear on the fact’
that the ORIT had little or no participation in Brazil programs up to
‘the last two or three months. Beyond this, programs in Brazil have been
- urder the authority of Brussels, with money and policy coming from there
through the representation of Cavalcantl. But now things would be y;
different with Mr. Becu, the Secretary General, and Couri.. o

. The ma.in issue in the case of the ICFTU, he went on to explain, was
that of not upholding any degree of cooperation with the comaunists.
This is why those leaders thought they must walk out in order to avoid
endorsing resolutions mplyirvfr any such participation.

_ Romualdi finally expressed the hope that Becu and Riani would attend
the coming ICFTU Convent.mn, which would determine policy for the next
three years, and would give Brazil the opportunity to spell out its point -
of view.- There would be changes in ICFTU leadership as well. The future
is what is now most important. S ‘

Mr. Riani said he did not necessarily wish to dwell on the past, but .
asserted that soms use of the past must be made in the present for purposes
of the fubturs, The ICFTU fell into disecrcdit as an anti-communist agency,
ready to spend lavishly on propaganda, travel, etc., and largely failed
to identdfyitself with the interest of the Braz:l.lian labor movement.,

This was why Madariaga and others with him were opposed to the new slate
at recent CNTI elections.: On the other hand, Riani said that he has
finally been to Brussels and made contact with the Sub—committee, which
had never before met with Brazilian leaders or explained its program and
operations. MHe declared himself to have come away generally satisfied
from Brussels, and resolved to stay with the ICFIU, and said as much to
the Committee in Brazil, nof with the hope of being chosen teo the Sub~
committee, but based only on a new certainty of an opportunity for Brazil
to take an active part in the July Convention. The ICFTU is no! paying
for the trip or defraying expenses; nevertheless a delegation is being
gathered for the conventlon, also for the purpose of defending the point

of view of the C\ITI. S o
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YWith regard to the ORIT, Ri~ni went on, more extensive discussion
would be necessary for underetanaeng.' He repeated that he could let
_bymones be bygones, though the past still must be examined in the light
of future plans, in certain respects. He further declared himself to
be satisfied with his contacts on this trip. He agreed that an important
goal for the present was to steer away from any danger of confusing a
labor movemcnt with foreign policies, znd one aspect of this job would be
to disassociate the ICFTU from the Department of State in the thinking of
the new leadership in Brazilian labor, Riani described himself as a
democrat, but not among these who are engaged in the all too profitable
anti—conﬂunlst "1ndustry", and neglect the real interests of the workers.
He is a democrat in ths humane, Christian sense of the word, and will
exercise his leadership in the 1light of this spirit., If he succeeds, he
will form a bulwark of the shared cause for a strong democratic labor
movement whose only ideology will be the welfare of the Brazilian worker,
in understanding and communication with other free labor mnvements,
particularly that of the United States. :

- The talk ended amid expressed hopes of further discussions of such a
o . fruitful nature, of meeting again at the July Convention in Berlin, and of
i growlng friendehip and SOlldarlty. 2 L KPR .-
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