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CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY 

WASHINGTON 25, D .C. 

APPROVED FOR RELEASE 
DATE: SEP 2004 

27 August 13>33 

MEMORANDUM FOR: Mr. U. Ale x i s Johnson 
Deouty (fader Secretary 
f o r P o l i t i c a l A f f a i r s 

SUB JSCT : Appraisal of Current P o l i t i c a l 
S i t u a t i o n i n B r a z i l 

] I t I k not i n o f f i c i a l judgment of t h i s Agency or any 
component. 

'"2. As of 24 August "1963, p o l i t i c a l and. economic 
I n s t a b i l i t y i n B r a z i l had reached the p o i n t vhere B r a s i l ' s 
democratic t r a d i t i o n s and i n s t i t u t i o n s vers i n greater danger 
than a t any time since President Goulnrt came t p o w e r . 

"3. Turning more and more t o demagogy and a g i t a t i o n 
of the masses i n an e f f o r t t o b r i n g pressure t o bear on the 
Congress and h i s p o l i t i c a l , opponents, President Goulart 
seemed t o be adooting the t a c t i c s of » *ould-be a u t h o r i t a r i a n 
d i c t a t o r . 

'"4 At best the Goulart government l s | 
] i n c a p a b l e of s o l v i n g the complex problems of a 

country as b i g as B r a z i l . 
'5. At worst President Goulart i s d e l i b e r a t e l y 

paving the vay f o r an a u t h o r i t a r i a n type government h e a v i l y 
i n f l u e n c e d by Communists and/or extreme n a t i o n a l i s t s vhose 
finti-Americanism i s an obsession. The question of n 
'Communist' take-over i s merely one of semantics. Tba conse­
quences v l l l be the same v h e t b e r . i t i s a Prestes, an Armas, 
or a Leonel B r i z o l * ?ho emerges as a behind-the-scene s t r o n g ­
man . 
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"6. P r e s i d e n t G o u l a r t ' s e f f o r t s t o n e u t r a l i z e 
r e s t r a i n i n g f o r c e s (Congress, Armed Forces, media o u t l e t s , 
s t a t e governors, p o l i t i c a l moderates, and the U.S. 
Government) are r e a l and are being I n t e n s i f i e d . But i f 
indeed i t i s P r e s i d e n t G o u l a r t ' s i n t e n t i o n t o e s t a b l i s h a f a r 
l e f t i s t a u t h o r i t a r i a n regime i n B r a z i l , i t i s i m p e r a t i v e t h a t 
he e s t a b l i s h e f f e c t i v e c o n t r o l over the Armed Forces, and 
t h i s he i s t r y i n g t o do. 

''7. V i r t u a l l y a l l o f the key Army command p o s i t i o n s 
aro no* f i l l e d by g e n e r a l o f f i c e r s who are acceptable and/or 
l o y a l t o (one o r a l l ) Vfar M i n i s t e r J a i r Dantas R i b e i r o , 
f o r m e r F i r s t Army Commander General Osvino Alves, and 
P r e s i d e n t G o u l a r t . There are a few exceptions o f o f f i c e r s 
whose weak, o p p o r t u n i s t i c c h a r a c t e r assure General l i i b e i r o 
and P r e s i d e n t G o u l a r t t h e r e w i l l be no c o n t r o l problem. A 
breakdown o f newly promoted general o f f i c e r s bears out the 
f a c t t h a t P r e s i d e n t G o u l a r t wants assurance t h e m i l i t a r y w i l l 
o f f e r no r e s i s t a n c e t o h i s a c t i o n s . To achieve m i l i t a r y 
s u p p o r t , P r e s i d e n t G o u l a r t has f o l l o w e d the f a m i l i a r and 
s u c c e s s f u l p a t t e r n he has used i n the l a b o r f i e l d . He has 
i n s t a l l e d l e a d e r s he c o n s i d e r s p e r s o n a l l y l o y a l t o him even 
though he knows a l a r g e percentage are f a r l e f t i s t s . 

"8. At t h i s date the gene r a l s i n key commands 
pr o b a b l y would n o t s u p p o r t an open u n c o n s t i t u t i o n a l a c t i o n 
sponsored by P r e s i d e n t G o u l a r t , b u t as more o f f i c e r s are 
named by him, g i v i n g hira g r e a t e r depth of s u p p o r t , i t i s 
p o s s i b l e t h e r e would be no Army o p p o s i t i o n t o P r e s i d e n t 
G o u l a r t t a k i n g i l l e g a l a c t i o n i f s t r o n g l y backed by 'popular' 
demand. This would be p a r t i c u l a r l y t r u e i f such a c t i o n were 
t o f o l l o w an a b o r t i v e coup by a n t i - G o u l a r t f o r c e s . 

"9. As t h e f o r t u n e s of o f f i c e r s openly f a v o r i n g 
P r e s i d e n t G o u l a r t are im p r o v i n g w i t h r a p i d promotions and 
assignments of importance, t h e s i t u a t i o n o f the a n t i - G o u l a r t 
o f f i c e r s i s re v e r s e d . (Seel Ireport of 6 August promo­
t i o n s and command changes t o s t r e n g t h e n G o u l a r t d i s p o s i t i v o . ) 
T h i s i n t e r a c t i o n s h a r p l y decreases the p o s s i b i l i t i e s of a 
s u c c e s s f u l Armed Forces coup a g a i n s t P r e s i d e n t G o u l a r t . The 
l a r g e group o f uncommitted middle grade o f f i c e r s who have 
w a i t e d f o r the usua l B r a z i l i a n compromise t o save them from 
making a c r u c i a l p o l i t i c a l d e c i s i o n are ceasing t h e i r o u t ­
spoken c r i t i c i s m o f P r e s i d e n t G o u l a r t , as they see w i t h 
i n c r e a s i n g frequency the f a v o r s handed out t o pr o - G o u l a r t 
o f f i c e r s and the assignments t o o b l i v i o n g i v e n t o a n t i - G o u l a r t 
o f f i c e r s . Also i m p o r t a n t i s t h e ever i n c r e a s i n g economic 
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p r e s s u r e which t h e average o f f i c e r i s s u b j e c t e d t o due t o 
B r a z i l ' s i n f l a t i o n . Few o f f i c e r s have the economic resources 
or the moral courage to' knowingly Jeopardize t h e i r chances 
f o r p r o m o t i o n o r c h o i c e assignments, v h i c h i n v o l v e f i n a n c i a l 
f r i n g e b e n e f i t s . I n t h i s i n c r e a s i n g l y t r o u b l e d and confused 
atmosphere, and l a c k i n g a s t r o n g a c t i v e duty spokesman, the 
a n t i - G o u l a r t m i l i t a r y f o r c e s appear t o have time working 
a g a i n s t them i n o r g a n i z i n g a coup a g a i n s t the G o u l a r t 
government. 

, ;10. Of the s i x t e e n newly-promoted g e n e r a l s , f i v e 
are c o n s i d e r e d l e f t i s t s , t h r e e are p o s s i b l e Communists and 
e i g h t a r e n o n - p o l i t i c a l o f f i c e r s whose 

backgrounds r e f l e c t no p r e v i o u s r e c o r u ox a n t i -
G o u l a r t s e n t i m e n t o r open pro-W.S. f r i e n d s h i p . P a r t i c u l a r l y 
s i g n i f i c a n t were the o u t - o f - t u r n promotions of men named f a r 
down t h e p r o m o t i o n l i s t . I n a d d i t i o n t o grade p r o m o t i o n s , 
v i r t u a l l y a l l s i x t e e n were al3o promoted i n terms of more 
i m p o r t a n t assignments. The c o n t r a r y i s t r u e f o r known p r o -
I I . S . o f f i c e r s , who w i t h few e x c e p t i o n s , were given no promo­
t i o n s o r key assignments. Most pro-U.S. o f f i c e r s were i n 
f a c t shunted t o i n s i g n i f i c a n t f i e l d commands o r des* .-jobs 
w i t h o u t r e a l a u t h o r i t y . 

'"11. A breakdown o f the s i x t e e n newly-promoted 
gen era1s fo11ows: 

A. A l f r e d o P i n h e i r o Soaros F i l h o ; f a r 
l e f t i s t , p r i m a r y l o y a l t y G o u l a r t , 
35th on promotion l i s t . 

B. Omar 3mir Chaves; p o l i t i c a l non­
e n t i t y , p r i m a r y l o y a l t y General 
R i b e i r o , 20th on promotion l i s t . 

C. Jono de Deus Nunes Saraiva, p o l i t i c a l 
n o n e n t i t y , p rimary l o y a l t y General 
R i b e i r o , 3'5th on promotion l i s t . 

D. N a r i o V l l l a n o v a Madeira; f a r l e f t i s t , 
p o s s i b l e Communist, primary l o y a l t y 
G o u l a r t , 26th on promotion l i s t . 

2. Joaouim de M e l l o Camarlnha ; p o l i t i c p l 
n o n e n t i t y , o p p o r t u n i s t now t i e d t o 
General R i b e i r o , 27th on promotion l i s t . 
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F. Chrysantho de Miranda F i g u e i r e d o ; 
f a r l e f t i s t , p o s s i b l e Communist, 
p r i m a r y l o y a l t y General Osvino, 
2 5 t h on promotion l i s t . 

G. Napoleao Nobre; f a r l e f t i s t , p r i m a r y 
l o y a l t y General Osvino, 23th on 
promotion l i s t . 

H. A n t o n i o N e g r e i r o s de Andrade P i n t o ; 
l e f t i s t , o p p o r t u n i s t v l t h l o y a l t y 
G o u l a r t and General Osvino, 13th 
on promotion l i s t . 

I . Argemiro de A s s i s B r a s i l : f a r l e f t i s t , 
p o s s i b l e Communist, primary l o y a l t y 
G o u l a r t , General Osvino, and r e s p e c t s 
General R i b e i r o , 44th on promotion l i s t . 

J. Newton B a r r a ; p o l i t i c a l n o n e n t i t y , 
o p p o r t u n i s t p r i m a r y l o y a l t y General 
R i b e i r o , 4 7th on promotion l i s t . 

K. L u i s Lopes de Miranda; p o l i t i c a l 
n o n e n t i t y from Medical Corps, f i r s t 
on Medical Corp l i s t . 

L. Benjamin Rodrigues Galhardo; p o l i t i c a l 
n o n e n t i t y , o p p o r t u n i s t w i t h p r i m a r y 
l o y a l t y General R i b e i r o , f i r s t on 
Major General l i s t . 

M. Armando Bandeira de Moraes; l e f t i s t , 
o p p o r t u n i s t now primary l o y a l t y 
General R i b e i r o , f o r m e r l y General 
Osvino, 5 t h on Major General l i s t . 

N. A l u i z i o de Miranda Mendes; p o l i t i c a l 
n o n e n t i t y , o p p o r t u n i s t p rimary 
l o y a l t y General R i b e i r o , 4 th on Major 
General l i s t . 

0. Mario Poppe de F i g u e i r e d o ; p o l i t i c a l 
n o n e n t i t y , o p p o r t u n i s t primary 
l o y a l t y General R i b e i r o , second on 
Major General l i s t . 
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P. S i l v i n o Castor da Nobrega; f a r 
l e f t i s t , o p p o r t u n i s t primary 
l o y a l t y General Osvino and G o u l a r t , 
t h i r d on Major General l i s t . 

"12. A very key f i g u r e i n the c u r r e n t s i t u a t i o n i s 
Vtar M i n i s t e r R i b e i r o . He i s b a s i c a l l y a p o l i t i c a l , 

s t r i c t l y m i l i t a r y , a s t r o n g l e g a l i s t \ n o i s 
v i o l e n t l y opposed t o i l l e g a l a c t i v i t i e s o f bo t h l e f t and 
r i g h t extremes. He i s very l o y a l t o P r e s i d e n t G o u l a r t b ut 
a s s o r t s h i m s e l f when h i s p r i n c i p l e s are i n v o l v e d . P e r s o n a l l y 
v i o l e n t l y a n t i - L a c e r d a , he c l a i m s backing o f Kubltschek. He 
i s r u n n i n g the M i n i s t r y o f War; however, he i s a t t h e same 
time a f i g u r e h e a d f o r P r e s i d e n t G o u l a r t i n t h e sense t h a t he 
obeys t h e o r d e r s of the P r e s i d e n t o f t h e Republic. General 
R i b e i r o does n o t have s i g n i f i c a n t s t r e n g t h throughout the 
Army; r a t h e r he appears t o be acceptable t o b o t h l e f t and 
r i g h t elements, and draws some support from b o t h . General 
R i b e i r o , under the i n f l u e n c e of P r e s i d e n t G o u l a r t and a t the 
same time determined t o p r o t e c t and m a i n t a i n P r e s i d e n t G o u l a r t 
i s now l e a n i n g toward l e f t i s t m i l i t a r y elements s i n c e they 
f e i g n s u p p o r t o f P r e s i d e n t G o u l a r t , w h i l e r i g h t i s t elements 
openly p l o t and t a l k o f wanting t o oust P r e s i d e n t G o u l a r t . 
General R i b e i r o i s f a c e d w i t h something of a dilemma. He i s 
determined t o m a i n t a i n P r e s i d e n t G o u l a r t , and t h e r e f o r e must 
seek supp o r t f r o m t h e l e f t , even though ha would p r e f e r t o 
avoid l e f t i s t s u p p o r t . Concerning promotions, he had l i t t l e 
c h o i c e b u t t o go along w i t h P r e s i d e n t G o u l a r t ' s recommen­
d a t i o n s and a l t h o u g h he i s aware t h a t t h r e e G o u l a r t choices 
( A s s i s B r a s l l , Napoleao Nobre, and F i g u e i r e d o ) were con­
s i d e r e d 'Osvino men,' General R i b e i r o i s Impressed w i t h t h e i r 
h i g h a b i l i t y and perhaps b e l i e v e s they w i l l be l o y a l o f f i c e r s . 
I n g e n e r a l , however, General R i b e i r o 3eeras t o be i n c o n t r o l of 
assignments. 

"13. Regarding General Osvino's p o s i t i o n and 
i n f l u e n c e , General Osvino has been p o l i t i c a l l y a c t i v e i n the 
m i l i t a r y f o r a l o n g t i m e . He has l e f t h i s mark p r i m a r i l y by 
s e l e c t i n g , promoting and i n d o c t r i n a t i n g a group of h i g h l y 
c a p a b l e , r e l a t i v e l y young o f f i c e r s who as u l t r a - n a t i o n a l i s t s 
b e l i e v e the m i l i t a r y must p l a y an a c t i v e p o l i t i c a l r o l e i n 
achievement o f a s t r o n g , f i n a n c i a l l y independent B r a z i l . 
General R i b e i r o appears t o conside r General Osvino a 
' p o l i t i c o , * n o t a s o l d i e r , and f o r t h i s reason i n s i s t e d t h a t 
P r e s i d e n t G o u l a r t agree t o the r e t i r e m e n t of General Osvino. 



However, Generals H i b e i r o and Osvino have not 'broken' ^ i t h 
each o t h e r . On the c o n t r a r y , General R i b e i r o i s a f r i e n d o f 
General Osvino as General R i b e i r o i s o f L t . General Amaury 
K r u e l , former M i n i s t e r o f War, and L t . General C a s t e l l o 
Branco, former Commander of the Fo u r t h Army i n N o r t h e a s t 
B r a z i l . General R i b e i r o l i s t e n s t o General Osvino s i n c e 
General Osvino has t h e f u l l c o n fidence of P r e s i d e n t G o u l a r t . 

14. 

Richard Helms 
Deputy D i r e c t o r (Plans) 

cc: Mr. McGeorge Bundy 
Mr. McCone 
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