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E 5 & E Although 1oca1 comment on and interest in the Presﬂdeﬂ“’al
; meeting has not been widespread, the disarproving and suspuc ouc
! tone of the initial press reaction has cuntlnhad and the matter
i has, of course, developed into a subject of poler*ca between ths
{ opposing political forces in Brazil. 'The chief complaint on ths
{ part of the sector of the press that has concerned itself with
the matter is that the public has not teen informsd of wha%t toox
place in Rome. Ruwmblings have been heard too, in the Brazilian
| Congress. Whether the matter will grow into something ocut of
| rroportion to its inherent significance will depend on whether
; something else comes upon the scene that is more attractive to
5 the Brazilian predilection for the melodramtic.
| EEXXFERHUNSRTHERTERNE
g From its sensational treatment of the early rumcrs of the
|- - possipbility of a meeting between the two Presidents at Rome, it
seemed that Rio's daily Jornal do Brasil was pushing hardest in
favor of such a meeting. Appearances were deceiving, however,
as revealed in the paper's critical editorial of July 2 (par*i:ll
quoted in the reference telegram). On July 10 the Jornal returns
2 to the subJect with an even more bitter edltorlal as follows :
"President Goulart met *n Rome with Pves*dent Kennedy and
nobody, as yet, knows what the two statesmen discussed. Serious
problems exist in Brazil-US relations. Consider the case of the
“public utility concessions and that of Brazilian foreign debts.
But puyblic opinion has not been provided with any information
lwhatsoever concerning the talks held at the American Embassy. .
P
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Notning remains of the Kennedy-Goulart encounter by a few ovhesograzhs 7
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and speculation published in the Brazilian press, The news +'zs hardly
even mentioned in the US press, The latter did note that the neeting
occurred, but the item was lost among news and pictures of Yennedy's
mzeting with the Pope, his conversations with Adenauer and Iz:2milllan,
his trip to Ireland, ete. Was 1t only a courtesy call that our Pres if/ht
made on the US President? Did any political or economic negctiat ioqi/
take place? If so, has cur couniry begun to resort to secret diplom/y?
There has been no reaction whatever in Brazilian political circles. / The
negative left, ever eager herocically to seize the microphones in tvé
Federal Chamber and go before the televislon cameras wheneve:r the /
national sovereignty seems threatened (and this, according to the{nega-
tive left, is a continuous threat so far as the American are ﬂoncfrned)
has kept 811eﬂt. It would seem that everyone agrees with a convel’sation
the tenor of which remains unrevealed. Brazilian-US relations arie ina
far\too critical stage to permit a continued silence that gives ¢he im-
pression nothing constructive took place in the presidential conversation

7

‘\Che only _nte”p¢e+atlon that can be given such silence is that 1t=sngn—

ifies the failure of efforts to reach an understanding."

\

i humorous feature column in the Rio daily O Jornal of & ly 5 dealt
wlth thé meeting through the medium of characteristic Srazilian satire,
ascribing fictitious monologues to the two Presidents as follows:

©.GOULART speaks : 'Now see here, Fr, Kennedy, we find ourselves in
Rome gyeing one another--a 1ittle embarrasssd Tor having upset the blshops
who feel -that we have shown a lack of co;;te:y to Pope Paul VI in ftaking
advantagze of his coronation in order to take up a few items - business
between our two countries, :

"But the High Pontiff, intelligent Frince of the Church that he is,
will surely bless this meeting. We have a great many things %o talk
about. Brazll is a young nation but it is as full of problexs as any
old one. It is like a young man with arteriosclerosis, We zre not yet
overpopulated, but we have enacted some social legislation trhat would
frighten Sweden and Norway. The trouble is that ocur workers have not
reached the cultural level of the Scandanavians. They demanz far more
than they have won by right of conquest; and they do not take seriously
the lignt responsibilltles they have, - ‘ S

"I was elected by a Labor Party which holds iﬂ 1ts fist a veritable
Holy Grail of proletarian demands. No matter how hard I try to keep my
government along a liberal democratic line, I find myself constantly
being forced to give in to radical promises made to the massss by my
predecessors who were prone to go about handing out, here zand there, a
great deal more than had¢ even been asked of them. For exampies, the
National Democratic Union (a consevvatlve varty) is responsizle {or the
so~-called state mononoly of Petrobrzs and some other refinenants that
are much more socialistice than the irons which our Labor group have in

’ t'h'e .i‘ire. | o 0
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"I realize that it is difszult for an American such az yourself to
understand our way of running a government. At school we always get a
grade ol 100 in Brazilian Hlstory; we always get a grzde of 100 on
Pclitical Science; but on Comportiment as it relates to the United States,
we never get anything higher than a Zero,

"If we are sometines recalcitrant on Pan-Americarism it is becaus
you--that 15, certain of your husiness men who are clasely involved w;th
the Department of State--play mischief with our countr men.

"It is, therefore, imperative that we come to an understanding. To
do this, ¥r, Kennedy, with all your God-given intellizsnce, it will be
necessary for you to clothe yourself for a few months In the skin of a
pure Braailian (thls is not to say whether this means z wolf's skin--you
can take your choice) in order to feel the drama of our Brazilian setting.

"Je must have another chat soon--but next time not in Rome with its
sanctified atmosphere which inhibits f{rankness. It wculd be a good idea
tc et tozether in some slum of Rio de Janeiro or in some city of the
socuthern United States where the Negroes are having suzh a trying time
at the moment."

KEITHEDY speaks : "Iy dear Jango, I know very well that you arz a
zood soldier., 3But you are naking things terrivly difficult Ter me i
tre United States where I am fighting, Just as hard as you are, a"Qi¢ st
the reactlionary asses of the Republican Party

I am as muech a socialist as you are--and maybe z 1little more so.
211 the truin, I am a sceizlist by doctrinzire convTiction, I gaw to
hat my father (whose political ideas are gquite antiguated in compari-
ith my oun)} agreed to keep out of the Administrztion in the everg
that I became President of the United States. And, as you have doubtless
noted, the old man has not so much as given out a peer in ny government,
I believe in rencovation, in democratization of capital, in socialization
of wealth and in politiecal and economlc freadomu for =%

"But I, too, have sevious problems in my governraﬂt I am fighting
from a disadvantageous position since the United Statss is the riech cousin
of the Americas. Any rich cousin 1s maligned, criticized and called a
shark. ) C '

"Meanwhile, we are becoming impoverished through the granting of
financial assistance to some one hundred poor countriss whose people, in
their misery, have become centers for the development of comrmunism,

"The bums 3in the Republican Party even call me-a communist., That

is a Cur10y§iibecause over in your country I am thouzht of as the head
ng
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Goulart would not last a month if U.S. credits were cubt off., This

++" Deputy Joao Doria (PDC-Bahia) who proceedei to put the words used by

minutes fogether in Rome have fallen into the Brazilian political’
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of a plundering nation. Where is the trutr 1y all this? You know
very well, Jango, that wve will fin2 the truzh if we both develor the -
best governnent nossible. Throughout the cznturies political doctrines
hzve been debated without the leaders on eliher side ever being able to
arrive at any useful conclusion that was dezlisively helpful to the
world. Action, alone, is wha! counts. To zovern 1s to act. Let us,
then, act in the sense of facilifating proc:cbion and of easing the

work of those who work so that the wealth ¢ the nations may increase
and become so immense that it may, later on, be divided--or soclialized--
--0r, to use the modern term, democratized. : '

"Sterile discussions over whether to tzie this or that road {and
the ones recommended are usually extreme orzs), do not fill anybody's
belly. In every country--in yours as in mine--there always exists a
gang of politicians who never think of anyining except the game of
playing volitics and, as you lknow, Jango, t2 play politics dces not
mean to provide for the common welfare or to malke the country rich,

Fs

put it means the provision of personal wezlth to a feu men..

"Many of your entremist® politicians wculd 1like to intimidate me
{5ust as some of my own domestic adversarizz do) so that I will
nezotiate out of fbar that Brazil will beccme another Cuba, That is
not the right azprozch. You kmow that, Jdamge. I am not afraid te

neﬁoulaue, but T will not negotizte hecausz ol lear, ‘e are going to
e friends,"
Despite the Jornel do Brazil'!s remarks zhout a2 lazl of political
repercussions, the Kennedy-Goulari meeting Tecame a matter of dis-
cussicn in the Federal Chamber at B“as L‘a In the Tollowing nannar 1
On July 9, Depudy Aliomar Baleeiro (UDi-Guzncbara) in the course of
a speech defending Cuanavara's Gova“no“ Czr_0os Laceraz in his current
dispute with Darci Ribeiro (see Embas sy's - 55 of July 10, 1¢63),

made observations fTo the effect that the Trited States Gouﬂﬂﬁment

ecould "eclose down" Brazil at any moment it chose to do so and that
brought angry protests from various guarters, and particularly from

Deputy Baleeiro in President Kenneav s mouth., Doria, on July 10,
tabled a motion regquesting “clarlflcat¢on 0¢ the matter by the
National Security Council and the Forelgn Cffice. His request was
addressed to the guestions of whether (1) “resident Kennedy had "scold
silenced and humilated" Goulart by saying that Kennedy could "close
down" Brazil and (2) whether it is a fact that the USG has resorted to
"the restriction or withholding of credius to Brazi1 for the purpocse o
inuerPe ing in our polit1ca1 alfaﬁr

Lo

Thus, President Kenﬂedy's and P esident Gouiartﬁs ﬁwenty—five
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whirlwinds ¢of self-interest. The icszue may sutside as gquletly as it

began.

It may reach cyclonic propor-tions, The outcome depends on

~

whether a larger issue makes a timely appearance.

Zor the Ambéssador:

o 0

ohn Keppel
Cpunselor Tor Political Affairs_
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