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" D r a f t e d b y : 
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FROM : Amembassy RIO DE JANEIRO D A T E : J u l y l o , 1953 

. B r a z i l i a n Reaction t o J u l y 1 Meeting Between Presidents 
Kennedy and Goulart 

: Embtel 17, J u l y 2, 1963 REF 

r SUMMARY 
Although l o c a l comment on and i n t e r e s t i n the P r e s i d e n t i a l 

meeting has not been widespread, the d i s a p p r o v i n g and suspicious 
tone of the i n i t i a l press r e a c t i o n has continued; and the matte: 
has, of course, developed i n t o a sub j e c t of polemics between the 
opposing p o l i t i c a l forces i n B r a z i l . The c h i e f complaint on the 
pa r t of the sector of the press t h a t has concerned i t s e l f w i t h 
the matter i s t h a t the p u b l i c has not teen informed of what too", 
place i n Rome. Rumblings have been heard too, i n the B r a z i l i a n 
Congress. Whether the matter w i l l grow i n t o something out of 
p r o p o r t i o n t o i t s inherent s i g n i f i c a n c e w i l l depend, on whether 
something else comes upon the scene t h a t i s more a t t r a c t i v e t o 
the B r a z i l i a n p r e d i l e c t i o n f o r the inelodramtic. 

* -3f -x- TT * -5f # -A- vr -X- -K- -K-

From i t s sensational treatment of the e a r l y rumors of the 
p o s s i b i l i t y of a meeting between the two Presidents a t Rome, i t 
seemed t h a t Rio's d a i l y J o r n a l do Bras11 was pushing hardest I n 
favor o f such a meeting. Appearances were de c e i v i n g , however, 
as r e v e a l e d i n the paper's c r i t i c a l e d i t o r i a l of J u l y 2 ( p a r t i ? l l | 
quoted i n the reference t e l e g r a m ) . On J u l y 10 the J o r n a l r e t u i 
t o the s u b j e c t w i t h an even more b i t t e r e d i t o r i a l as f o l l o w s : 

"President Goulart met i n Rome w i t h President Kennedy and 
nobody, as y e t , knows what the two statesmen discussed. Serious 
problems e x i s t i n Brazil-US r e l a t i o n s . Consider the case of the 
"public u t i l i t y concessions and t h a t of B r a z i l i a n f o r e i g n debts. 
But p u b l i c o p i n i o n has not been provided w i t h any i n f o r m a t i o n 
^whatsoever concerning the t a l k s h e l d a t the American Embassy..J 
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Nothing remains of the Kennedy-Goulart encounter by a few photographs 
and speculation published i n the B r a z i l i a n press. The news was h a r d l y 
even mentioned i n the US press. The l a t t e r d i d note t h a t the meeting 
occurred, but the item was l o s t among news and p i c t u r e s of Kennedy's 
meeting w i t h the Pope, h i s conversations w i t h Adenauer and Macmillan, 
h i s t r i p t o I r e l a n d , e t c . Was i t only a c o u r t e s y c a l l t h a t our P r e s i d / n t 
made on the US President? Did any p o l i t i c a l or economic n e g o t i a t i o n s / 
take place? I f so, has our country begun t o r e s o r t t o secret diplom/t;y? 
There has been no r e a c t i o n whatever i n B r a z i l i a n p o l i t i c a l c i r c l e s . / The 
negative l e f t , ever eager h e r o i c a l l y t o seize the microphones i n t\h -
Federal Chamber and go before the t e l e v i s i o n cameras whenever the / 
n a t i o n a l sovereignty seems threatened (and t h i s , according t o the nega­
t i v e l e f t , i s a continuous t h r e a t so f a r . a s the American are conc/rned), 
has kept s i l e n t . I t would seem t h a t everyone agrees w i t h a conversation 
th e tenor o f which remains unrevealed. B r a z i l i a n - U S r e l a t i o n s ai/e i n ' a 
f a r \ t o o c r i t i c a l stage t o permit a continued s i l e n c e t h a t gives ohe Im­
pression n o t h i n g c o n s t r u c t i v e took place i n the p r e s i d e n t i a l c o n v e r s a t i o n 

"NThe only i n t e r p r e t a t i o n t h a t can be given such s i l e n c e i s t h a t i t ̂ 'Sign­
i f i e s the f a i l u r e of e f f o r t s t o reach an understanding. " 

•humorous f e a t u r e column i n the Rio d a i l y 0 Jornal of J u l y 5 d e a l t 
w i t h the meeting through the medium of c h a r a c t e r i s t i c B r a z i l i a n s a t i r e , 
a s c r i b i n g f i c t i t i o u s monologues t o the two Presidents as f o l l o w s : 

~ -GOULART speaks : "Nov; see here, Mr. Kennedy, we f i n d ourselves i n 
Rome eyeing one a n o t h e r — a l i t t l e embarrassed f o r having upset.the bishops 
who f e e l - t h a t we have shown a l a c k of courtesy t o Pope Paul VI i n t a k i n g 
advantage of h i s c o r o n a t i o n i n order t o take up a few items of business 
between our two c o u n t r i e s . 

"But the High P o n t i f f , i n t e l l i g e n t P rince of the Church t h a t he i s , 
w i l l s u r e l y bless t h i s meeting. We have a g r e a t many things t o t a l k 
about. B r a z i l i s a young n a t i o n but i t i s as f u l l of problems as any 
old one. I t I s l i k e a young man w i t h a r t e r i o s c l e r o s i s . We are not y e t 
overpopulated, but we have enacted some s o c i a l l e g i s l a t i o n t h a t would 
f r i g h t e n Sweden and Norway. The t r o u b l e i s t h a t our workers have not 
reached the c u l t u r a l l e v e l o f the Scandanavians. . They demand f a r more 
than they have won by r i g h t of conquest; and they do not take s e r i o u s l y 
the l i g h t r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s they have. 

" I was e l e c t e d by a Labor Party which holds i n i t s f i s t a v e r i t a b l e 
Holy G r a i l of p r o l e t a r i a n demands. No m a t t e r how hard I t r y t o keep my 
goverriment along a l i b e r a l democratic l i n e , I f i n d myself c o n s t a n t l y 
being forced t o give i n t o r a d i c a l promises made t o the masses by my 
predecessors who were prone t o go about handing out, here and t h e r e , a 
great deal more than had even been asked o f them. For example, the 
N a t i o n a l Democratic Union (a conservative p a r t y ) i s responsible f o r the 
so - c a l l e d s t a t e monopoly of Petrobras and some other refinements t h a t 
are much more s o c i a l i s t i c than the i r o n s which our Labor group have i n 

"the f i r e . Q Q 
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" I r e a l i z e t h a t i t i s d i f f j 2u.1t f o r an American such as y o u r s e l f t o 
understand our way of running a government. At school we always get a 
grade of 100 i n B r a z i l i a n H i s t o r y ; we always get a grade of 100 on 
P o l i t i c a l Science; hut on Comportment as i t r e l a t e s t o the United States, 
we never get anythi n g higher than a Zero. 

" I f we are sometimes r e c a l c i t r a n t on Pan-Americar.ism i t i s because 
you--that i s , c e r t a i n of your business men who are c l o s e l y i n v o l v e d w i t h 
the Department of S t a t e — p l a y m i s c h i e f w i t h our countrymen. 

" I t i s , t h e r e f o r e , imperative t h a t we come t o an understanding. To 
do t h i s , Mr. Kennedy, w i t h a l l your God-given i n t e l l i g e n c e , i t w i l l be 
necessary f o r you t o cl o t h e y o u r s e l f f o r a few months i n the s k i n of a 
pure B r a z i l i a n ( t h i s i s not t o say whether t h i s means a wolf's skin--you 
can take your choice) i n order t o f e e l the drama o f our B r a z i l i a n s e t t i n g , 

"We must have another chat soon--but next time not i n Rome w i t h ' I t s 
s a n c t i f i e d atmosphere which i n h i b i t s frankness. I t would be a good idea 
t o get together i n some slum of Rio de Janeiro or i n some c i t y of the 
southern U n i t e d States where the Negroes are having such a t r y i n g time 
at the moment." 

KENNEDY speaks : "My dear Jango, I know very w e l l t h a t you are a 
good s o l d i e r . But you are making t h i n g s t e r r i b l y d i f f i c u l t f o r me i n 
the United States where I am f i g h t i n g , j u s t as hard as you are, against 
the r e a c t i o n a r y asses of the Republican Party. 

" I am as much a s o c i a l i s t as you a r e — a n d maybe a l i t t l e more so. 
To t e l l the t r u t h , I am a s o c i a l i s t by d o c t r i n a i r e c o n v i c t i o n . I saw t o 
i t t h a t my f a t h e r (whose p o l i t i c a l ideas are q u i t e antiquated i n compari­
son w i t h my own) agreed t o keep out of the A d m i n i s t r a t i o n i n the event 
t h a t I became President of the Uni t e d States. And, as you have doubtless 
noted, the o l d man has not so much as given out a peey i n my government. 
I b e l i e v e i n r e n o v a t i o n , i n de m o c r a t i z a t i o n o f c a p i t a l , i n s o c i a l i z a t i o n 
of wealth and i n p o l i t i c a l and economic freedoms f o r a l l . 

"But I , t o o , have serious problems i n my government. I am f i g h t i n g 
from a disadvantageous p o s i t i o n since the United States i s the r i c h cousi 
of the Americas. Any r i c h cousin i s maligned, c r i t i c i z e d and c a l l e d a 
shark. 

"Meanwhile, we are becoming impoverished through the g r a n t i n g of 
f i n a n c i a l assistance t o some one hundred poor c o u n t r i e s whose people, i n 
t h e i r misery, have become centers f o r the development of communism. 

"The bums i n the Republican P a r t y even c a l l me-a communist. That 
i s a curious/ because over i n your country I am thought of as the head 

t h i n g 
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of a p l u n d e r i n g n a t i o n . Where i s the t r u t h 
very w e l l , Jango, t h a t we w i l l f i n d the t r u 
best government p o s s i b l e . Throughout the c 
have been debated w i t h o u t the leaders on ei 
a r r i v e a t any u s e f u l conclusion t h a t was de 
world. A c t i o n , alone, i s what counts. To 
then, act i n the sense of f a c i l i t a t i n g prod 
work of those who work so t h a t the wealth c 
and become so immense t h a t i t may, l a t e r on 
— o r , t o use the modern term, democratized. 

i n a l l t h i s ? You know 
-h i f we both develop the 
a n t u r i e s p o l i t i c a l d o c t r i n e s 
t h e r side ever being able t o 
s i s i v e l y h e l p f u l t o the 
govern i s t o a c t . Let us, 

t i o n and of easing the 
the n a t ions may increase 
be d i v i d e d — o r s o c i a l i z e d -

" S t e r i l e discussions over whether t o take t h i s or t h a t road (and 
the ones recommended are u s u a l l y extreme ones), do not f i l l anybody's 
b e l l y . I n every c o u n t r y — i n yours as i n mine--there always e x i s t s a 
gang of p o l i t i c i a n s who never t h i n k of anything except the game of 
p l a y i n g p o l i t i c s and, as you know, Jango, t o p l a y p o l i t i c s dees not 
mean t o provide f o r the common welfa r e or t o make the country r i c h , 
but i t means the o r o v i s i o n of personal wealth t o a few men. 

''Many of your e x t r e m i s t p o l i t i c i a n s would l i k e t o i n t i m i d a t e me 
( j u s t as some of my own domestic adversaries do) so t h a t I w i l l 
n egotiate out of f e a r t h a t B r a z i l w i l l become another Cuba. That i s 
not the r i g h t approach, 
negot i a t e ; but I w i l l no 
be f r i e n d s . " ' 

You know t h a t , Jango. 
; n e g o t i a t e because of 

I am not a f r a i d t o 
Je are going t o 

Despite the J o r n a l do B r a z i l 
repercussions, the 
cussion i n the Federal Chamber 
On J u l y 9, Deputy Aliomar 3 a l e e i r o 
a speech defending Guanabara's Gov 
dispute w i t h Darci R i b e i r o (see 

(UDM-Guan 
rno r Carlos 

Embassy's - 55 
.Laceraa 

1 I T 

_'s remarks about a l a c k of p o l i t i c a l 
Kennedy-Goulart meeting became a matter of d l s -

at B r a s i l i a i n the f o l l o w i n g manner : 
bara) i n the course of 

T = « « T . / * O j _ n vjis c u r r e n t 
or J u l y 10, 1963), 

made observations t o the e f f e c t t h a t the United States Government 
could "close down" B r a z i l a t any moment I t chose t o do so and t h a t 
Goulart would not l a s t a month i f U.S. c r e d i t s were cut o f f . This 
brought angry p r o t e s t s from various q u a r t e r s , and p a r t i c u l a r l y from 
Deputy Joao Doria (PDC-Bahia) who proceeded t o put the words used by 
Deputy B a l e e i r o i n President Kennedy's mouth. Doria, on J u l y 10, 
t a b l e d a motion r e q u e s t i n g " c l a r i f i c a t i o n " of the matter by the 
National S e c u r i t y Council and the Foreign 
addressed t o the questions of whether ( l ) 
silenced and humilated" Goulart by saying 
down" B r a z i l and (2) whether i t i s a f a c t 
"the r e s t r i c t i o n or w i t h h o l d i n g of c r e d i t s 
I n t e r f e r i n g i n our p o l i t i c a l a f f a i r s . " 

O f f i c e . His request was 
President Kennedy had "scold 
t h a t Kennedy could "close 
t h a t the USG has r e s o r t e d t o 
to B r a z i l f o r the purpose o 

Thus, President Kennedy's and President Goulart's t w e n t y - f i v e 
minutes t o g e t h e r i n Rome have f a l l e n I n t o the B r a z i l i a n p o l i t i c a l 
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whirlwinds of s e l f - i n t e r e s t . The issue may subside as q u i e t l y as i t 
began. I t may reach c y c l o n i c p r o p o r t i o n s . The outcome depends on 
whether a l a r g e r issue makes a t i m e l y appearance. 

For the Ambassador: 

JUL. kzippoJ? 
V/ohn Keppel 

• . Counselor f o r P o l i t i c a l A f f a i r s 
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