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The enclosure to t h i s airgram gives the background 
to a request f o r assistance to the c i t y o f Caruaru, 
Pernambuco; o u t l i n e s the problem involved; suggests a 
s o l u t i o n ; urges special a t t e n t i o n be given to t h i s request 
by "United States Government agencies. The o f f i c e o f 
USAID/Brazil/NE i s f u l l y informed as to t h i s proposal 
and has reviewed the enclosure i n i t s f i n a l form without 
o b j e c t i o n . Since the recommendation i s outside t h e i r 
immediate terms o f reference, they have not been included 
as co-authors. 

Enclosure: YD I A 
Operation Caruaru ^ 

Edward J. Rowelly 
M i n i s t e r Consul General 

L_ 

SECRET 
I 

DS -323 

F O R P f e P T . U S E O N L Y 

EJRc^^Xi" C o n t e n t s and C l a s s i f i c a t i o n Approved by: 

-7I-7 
J3?W 

Clearances : 

USIS/RPAO; Mr. McGilUxvray CAS Representative, "Mr.' Creane V 



SECRET Pago 1 
E n d , 1 
A - 1 0 2 , RECIPE 

OPERATION CARUARU 

I . BACKGROUND 
I n July 1963 Drayton NEJAIM wa3 elected Mayor of Caruaru, 

This represented the t e n t h consecutive e l e c t i o n i n which the 
people of Caruaru had returned to o f f i c e a non-extremist govern­
ment. This was p a r t i c u l a r l y s u r p r i s i n g i n view of recent p o l i ­
t i c a l developments throughout the s t a t e and the n a t i o n . 

I n September f o l l o w i n g h i s e l e c t i o n , Mayor Nejaim, who was 
also a state deputy running on the UDN t i c k e t , showed up at the 
Embassy i n Rio and made an ardent plea t h a t consideration be 
given t o a program f o r the c i t y o f Caruaru under the " A l l i a n c e 
f o r Progress", since normal municipal revenues were inadequate 
f o r the t a 3 k 3 c o n f r o n t i n g the new a d m i n i s t r a t i o n , and the absence 
of p o l i t i c a l a l l i a n c e w i t h e i t h e r t h e n a t i o n a l or state govern­
ments was expected to close channels of assistance from those 
e n t i t l e s . The Mayor stressed t h a t h i s campaign p l a t f o r m was one 
of overt r e j e c t i o n of communist and extreme l e f t i s t s o l u t i o n s to 
the problems o f the c i t y (and B r a z i l ) , and an insi s t e n c e t h a t the 
best p o s s i b i l i t i e s f o r s o l u t i o n and economic advancement lay i n 
the concept of an open s o c i e t y . 

He appealed to the Embassy f o r assistance i n securing t r a c t o r s , 
bulldozors, ambulances, and supplies f o r public medical and dental 
c l i n i c s . This assistance, he pointed out, would accomplish two 
purposes: 

1 , I t would provide m a t e r i a l assistance toward s o l v i n g 
some of the more urgent problems of Caruaru, 

2 , I t would demonstrate c l e a r l y t h a t those who defended 
democracy had responsible a l l i e s who would h e l p them 
I n time of n e e d — s p e c i f i c a l l y , the United States, 

On February 2 2 , I96I4., i n accordance w i t h a long-standing 
commitment, a group representing the American Government community 
i n Northeast B r a z i l v i s i t e d the Mayor. The group consisted of the 
M i n i s t e r Consul General, the Deputy D i r e c t o r of USAID/NE, the 
Di r e c t o r o f Regional Public A f f a i r s f o r Northeast B r a z i l , and the 
CAS re p r e s e n t a t i v e , 

A, The Caruaru Problem 
The m u n i c i p a l i t y of Caruaru i s located approximately 120 

- kilometers due west of Recife, to which i t i s l i n k e d by a paved 
highway. I t i s i n the heart of the Agreste and the surrounding 


