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A-220 
H A N D L I N G I N D I C A T O R 

T O Department of State 

. I ;. i i 
FILE 

F R O M : 

S U B J E C T : 

R E T : 

Amembassy Rio de Janeiro DATE: August 22, 1962 

B r a z i l i a n M i l i t a r y Commands as P o l i t i c a l Factor 
Department's A-5 

r The Embassy's r e p l y t o the referenced Airgram ha3 
been delayed by serious u n d e r s t a f f l n g i n the Rio P o l i t i c a l 
Section as w e l l as by the swiftness of developments on 
the p o l i t i c o - m i l i t a r y ccene. D r a f t s p r e v i o u s l y prepared 
have become outdated before they could be typed and 
despatched. 

I n the l i g h t of recent events there can be l i t t l e 
doubt t h a t President Ooulart regards h i s power t o make or 
I n f l u e n c e m i l i t a r y assignments as a prime p o l i t i c a l weapon. 
General Penha Bras11's t r a n s f e r from the s e n s i t i v e I I I 
Army command was a case i n p o i n t . However, Goulart must 
be disappointed i n J a i r Dantas, who i s r e p o r t e d l y proving 
t o be l e s s malleable than perhaps he ( o r the Embassy) 
expected (Attache Report R- l6l-62) and i s a c t i n g more 
e f f e c t i v e l y than Penha B r a s l l d i d t o combat Communist 
influence, among the troops under h i s command. 

Pe r i Bevilacqua has been rumored not f o r the command 
of the IV Army but of the perhaps even more c r u c i a l I I 
Army l o c a t e d i n the Sao Paulo area. The Army Attache 
has been t o l d , however, t h a t former incumbent War M i n i s t e r 
Nelson de Hello wishes t o keep the post open i n order t o 
r e t u r n t o i t when the present Cabinet ends i t s tenure, 
which can be no l a t e r than March 15* 196*3. The post has 
not been f i l l e d . * 
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A-220 
Rio de Janeiro 

Another rumored assignment which caused concern has 
f a i l e d t o come o f f : t h a t of Colonel Argemiro Assis B r a s i l 
t o become Chief of S t a f f of the Armored D i v i s i o n of the I 
Army, Considered a Ccrraainist. Assis B r a s i l as D i v i s i o n Chief 
of S t a f f would have strengthened the hand of f a r - l e f t u l t r a -
n a t i o n a l i s t I Army C< riander Osvino F e r r e l r a Alves. The 
o f f i c e o f the Army Atta< he has been unable t o o b t a i n any 
e x p l a n a t i o n f o r Assis E r a s i l ' s r e p o r t e d r e f u s a l of the post and 
speculates, t h e r e f o r e , whether the assignment may have been 
vetoed by conservative elements I n the Army, perhaps by Nelson 
de Mello h i m s e l f . 

One unequivocall?/ ominous, key command change has been 
made. Communist-sympathizing B r i g a d i e r Francisco T e i x e i r a has 
been named Chief of the I I I A i r Zone,, a t Rio de Janeiro. 

I n past weeks, i n the v o l a t i l e p o l i t i c a l c l i m a t e created 
by Goulart's attempts t o f o r c e a p l e b i s c i t e and pressure the 
Congress i n t o g r a n t i n g s p e c i a l powers t o Brochado da Rocha's 
Cabinet, rumors of impending m i l i t a r y coup f i l l e d the a i r . 
According t o one v e r s i o n , Gouiart h i m s e l f planned the coup, 
once the necessary command changes had been made. His o s t e n t a t i o u s 
c o u r t i n g of the m i l i t a r y i n e a r l y August d i d l i t t l e t o assuage 
such f e a r s . Neither d i d the pronouncements of the m i l i t a r y 
m i n i s t e r s i n favor of a prompt p l e b i s c i t e which he managed t o 
o b t a i n (Weelca 31). Another v e r s i o n p r e d i c t e d a coup of the 
a r i g h t — i n order t o f o r e s t a l l Goulart's, s a i d one v a r i a t i o n . 

At l e a s t f o r the next few weeks, u n t i l the Congressional 
Session scheduled f o r September 10-15* a m i l i t a r y take-over of 
any v a r i e t y seems h i g h l y u n l i k e l y , Gouiart simply does not 
have the strength-. Only Osvino F e r r e i r a Alves and Francisco 
T e i x e i r a could even be suspected of w i l l i n g n e s s t o make the 
attempt. Nelson de K e l l o has now c l a r i f i e d h i s statement i n 
f a v o r o f a p l e b i s c i t e , s a t i s f y i n g almost everybody t h a t he 
harbored no c o n s p i r a t o r i a l i n t e n t i o n s or a d e s i r e unduly t o 
i n f l u e n c e the Congress. (This i s not t o say, of course, t h a t 
Gouiart was not w i l l i n g t o l e t Congress worry whether what the 
War M i n i s t e r , s a i d was i n f a c t a t h r e a t — o r conversely, t o l e t i t 
be construed as a sign of the respected Army's endorsement of 
h i s o b j e c t i v e s , thus e x t r a c t i n g a p r o f i t one way or the o t h e r . ) 
Since there i s now l i t t l e apparent l i k e l i h o o d of a Goulart-
i n s p i r e d , or l e f t i s t attempt, the p o s s i b i l i t y of a moderate or 
r i g h t i s t coup diminishes t o the vanishing p o i n t . 



I f the September session f a i l s t o muster the l a r g e 
quorum i n both Houses of Congress r e q u i r e d f o r a c o n s t i t u t i o n a l 
amendment, however, or i f the amendment ( i n c l u d i n g commitment 
on a p l e b i s c i t e ) i s not voted i n terms s a t i s f a c t o r y t o Gouiart, 
the danger t h a t he may then attempt t o engineer a coup i s 
s u b s t a n t i a l . How the m i l i t a r y commands w i l l r e a c t may depend 
h e a v i l y on the p u b l i c image o f the Congress which p r e v a i l s a t 
t h a t time and the extent t o which r e s i s t a n c e t o Gouiart 13 
e f f e c t i v e l y portrayed as defense of democratic l e g a l i t y r a t h e r 
than r e a c t i o n a r y o b s t r u c t i o n i s m . 

For the Ambassador: 

Frank M i c e l o t t a 
T h i r d Secretary of Embassy 

T 
APPROVED: 

Robert Eakens 
A c t i n g Deputy Chief of Mission 
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