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a c h i e v e t h a t w i s h by t h e course we are 
n o w fo l lowing. W i t h t h e R u s s i a n s p r o ­
v id ing t h e sophis t i ca ted e q u i p m e n t a n d 
t h e Chinese providing t h e m a n p o w e r — 
if It b e c o m e s n e c e s s a r y — t h e r e is very 
l i t t le lef t t o provide in t e r m s of mi l i tary 
oppos i t ion to t h e A m e r i c a n troops over 
t h e r e . 

S o , m y conten t ion is t h a t those w h o 
a r g u e t h a t m y course would be "desert­
ing our boys i n V i e t n a m " do n o t real ize 
t h e full danger of t h e s i tuat ion . T h e i r 
course i s t h e one w h i c h is deser t ing those 
boys . T h e i r course is pi l ing up casua l t i e s 
by t h e t h o u s a n d s week a f ter week. If 
t h a t course cont inues , i t wi l l result in 
c a s u a l t i e s by the h u n d r e d s of t h o u s a n d s . 

T h i s i s t h e course w h i c h , i t is sa id , w e 
h a v e n o opportuni ty to do a n y t h i n g 
a b o u t — w e c a n n o t do i t o n a n a u t h o r i z a ­
t i o n bill , w e c a n n o t do it o n a n appropr ia­
t i o n bill , a n d we c a n n o t do it o n a fore ign 
aid bill . 

W h e n c a n we do it? W h a t is t h e 
power of Congress , if it i s n o t to i n d i ­
c a t e i t s fee l ings by use of t h e leg is lat ive 
power a n d t h e contro l of t h e p u r s e -
s tr ings? If no t t h a t , there i s n o power 
i n Congress . 

M a n y o n both s ides of t h e ais le h a v e 
c o m p l a i n e d about t h e great a n d g r o w ­
ing p o w e r of t h e Execut ive . T h e r e is n o 
greater e x a m p l e of t h a t power today t h a n 
t h a t b e i n g exercised by t h e Pres ident i n 
V i e t n a m , w i t h n o congress ional contro l 
w h a t s o e v e r , in th i s m o s t cr i t ical course 
t h a t h a s ever faced t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s , 
a n d w e s i t h e r e a n d say Congress c a n ­
n o t do a n y t h i n g about it . 

Congress c a n d o s o m e t h i n g about i t . 
Congress shou ld do s o m e t h i n g about i t . 
T h i s i s t h e w a y to do i t—by act ion o n t h i s 
bill w e h a v e before us today. 

The Fair Packaging and Labeling Act_of 
1966 

E X T E N S I O N O P R E M A R K S 
OF 

HON. JOHN D. DINGELL 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Monday, March 6, 1967 

Mr. D I N G E L L . Mr. Speaker , t h e F a i r 
P a c k a g i n g a n d Label ing Act of 1966 w a s 
descr ibed by Pres ident J o h n s o n , w h e n h e 
s igned t h e bill, a s "a s trong a n d s i m p l e 
law." T h e ac t goes in to effect Ju ly 1, 
1967. I n order to assure t h e m a x i m u m 
a m o u n t of cooperat ion b e t w e e n t h o s e 
w h o wi l l admin i s t er t h e l a w a n d t h o s e 
w h o wi l l be subjec t to t h e law, A c t i n g 
S e c r e t a r y of C o m m e r c e A l e x a n d e r B . 
Trowbr idge ca l led a m e e t i n g in W a s h ­
i n g t o n o n February 28, to br ing t o g e t h e r 
G o v e r n m e n t officials a n d bus iness leaders 
of affected industr ies . I shou ld like t o 
po in t o u t t h a t th i s m e e t i n g w a s s e t 4 
m o n t h s before t h e law is s cheduled to g o 
i n t o effect. A t h o r o u g h report o n t h i s 
m e e t i n g appeared in t h e M a r c h 1, 1967, 
i s sue of t h e N e w York T i m e s , in an a r t i ­
c le b y N a n Robert son . T h e spirit of 
c o o p e r a t i o n i s ev ident f rom a read ing of 
t h e s t o t y . I urge Members t o read t h i s 

a c c o u n t of t h e m e e t i n g , w h i c h I offer for 
t h e RECORD a t t h i s p o i n t : 
[From the New York Times, Mar. 1 , 1 9 6 7 ] 

UNITED STATES WILL PUBLISH GUIDELINES ON 
PACKAGE SIZES BT JULY 1—TROWBRIDGE 
TELLS BUSINESS THAT PLAN IS VOLUNTARY, 
BUT IN PUBLIC INTEREST 

(By Nan Robertson) 
WASHINGTON, Feb. 28—Top officials of t h e Commerce Depar tment told businessmen to ­day t h a t the depa r tmen t would publ ish guidelines on " u n d u e proliferation" of pack­age sizes before Ju ly 1. The Fair Packaging Act of 1966 goes in to effect on t h a t date . The first guidelines to be made public will be t he Commerce De­par tmen t ' s proposed procedures for deter­mining when a packaged product is sold in to many weights, measures or quant i t ies . When th i s happens, t he law says, the cus tom­er is often confused, and i t is difficult or impossible for h im to judge which package to choose. The acting Secretary of Commerce, Alex­ander B. Trowbridge, told the 300 invited businessmen t h a t his depar tment had no au­thor i ty to regulate t he packaging or labeling practices of private indus t ry . But , he said, "We do have a responsibility and author i ty to de termine whether there are problems and to encourage the develop­ment , on a voluntary basis, of s t andards which will be in t he to ta l public interest ." 

AIM IS TO REDUCE CONFUSION 
The acting Under Secretary, J . Herbert Holloman, carried on the "voluntary" theme by saying: " I t is our i n t e n t to reduce confusion and allow shoppers to Judge. We will no t demand t h a t everything be sold in 10-pound sacks. The depar tment does no t wan t to define ' u n ­due proliferation* for everybody." To define str ict ly wha t t h a t t e rm is would be a "horrible mis t ake" and "pu t us in a s t ra i t jacket," t he Under Secretary said. Mr. Hollomon will oversee t he program. And Robert E. Giles, general counsel for t he depar tment , said t h a t unl ike t he word "regulat ion," t h e word " 'voluntary* is a nice word; i t is a happy word, and i t is a const i -t ional word." " I t has a connota t ion of happy things , be­ing done by happy people—not unhappy th ings being done to unhappy people," Mr. Giles said to m u t e d laughter . 

PROCEDURE IS OUTLINED 
Under the law, if t he commerce Depart­m e n t decided t h a t " u n d u e proliferation" existed, i t would ask t he indust ry concerned to work ou t voluntary package s tandards . If the industry failed to set u p s tandards wi th in one year, or if t he voluntary s tandards were n o t observed, t h e Secretary of Commerce could ask Congress for the au thor i ty to im­pose s tandards . Mr. Giles indicated t h a t the depa r tmen t could set u p procedural guidelines soon, presumably before July 1. I n general, t h e procedure would provide, first, a notice of a t en ta t ive finding of u n d u e proliferation from the Commerce Depar t ­ment . Second, i t would give t he affected industry time to examine the finding. Third, the Industry would present information and a rgument on i t s behalf. Four th , t h e Com­merce Depar tment would t h e n publ ish its final procedural guidelines—also probably before Ju ly 1. Practically every m a n on platform today admi t ted he could n o t define beyond the broad terms expressed in t he law wha t u n d u e proliferation was. 
"How does one go about de termining whether the ability of t h e consumer t o make value comparisons between comparable consumer commodit ies is impaired?" asked Mr. Giles. 

ANSWER IS GIVEN 
The answer, seconding to Mr. Giles and others, bolls down tc making decisions based on common sense a id "experience growing o u t of case-by-case d ; t e rmina t ions" af ter toe law goes into effect. " I t h ink t h e st-at i te author izes a broad g ran t of discretion, .ry au thor i ty o n th i s po in t" Mr. Giles said. " I t seems to me t h a t w h a t may be reason­able for one commodity may very well be unreasonable as applied to a n ent i re ly dif­ferent commodity." The chief lawyer : or t he Commerce De­pa r tmen t had three i uggestions to m a k e to private indus t ry : One, t h a t it develoi and publicize a vol­u n t a r y packaging sti ndard in such a way t h a t producers, distri butors and consumers would be represented. "Some years ago, t t 5 byword for t h e con­duc t of Internationa] relations was, 'open covenants openly arrived at.* The byword for developing voluntary product s t andards by private industry might very well be, 'open s t andards openly arrived a t , ' " Mr. Giles said. \ Two, the s tandard should no t have t h e effect of imposing an unreasonable r e s t r a in t on t rade by being accompanied by efforts t o fix prices, divide marke ts or boycott compet i ­tors. / And finally, he said, it is defeirable before any s tandard is made p u b l i c / t h a t t he re be a competent legal r e i e w of t h e s t anda rd i t ­self" as well as the prefcedujes for developing it and getting i n d u s t i y ^ p p r o v a l . 

Ave Maria Magazine Criticizes Latin Amer­
ican Arms Race When Economic Needs 
Are Critical 

E X T E N S I O N O F R E M A R K S 
OF 

HON. HENRY S. REUSS 
OF WISCONSIN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Monday, February 6,1967 

Mr. R E U S S . Mr. Speaker , a n art ic le 
appear ing i n t h e D e c e m b e r 17, 1966, 
i s sue of Ave Maria m a g a z i n e s tr ikes a t 
t h e h e a r t of one of Lat in A m e r i c a ' s great 
prob lems—cont inued mi l i tary e x p e n d i ­
tures i n t h e face of desperate e c o n o m i c 
needs . T h e article n o t o n l y i s cr i t ical 
of Lat in A m e r i c a n n a t i o n s t h a t fo l low 
t h i s policy, but is equally cr i t ical of those , 
t h e Uni t ed S t a t e s included, w h o t o o o f ten 
encourage i t . 

As c h a i r m a n of t h e S u b c o m m i t t e e on 
In ternat iona l F i n a n c e of t h e B a n k i n g 
a n d Currency C o m m i t t e e , I h a d occas ion 
t o s tudy agricul tural d e v e l o p m e n t i n 
L a t i n Amer ica las t D e c e m b e r . T h e find­
i n g s of t h e s u b c o m m i t t e e conf irm t h e 
art ic le 's conc lus ions t h a t w h a t Lat in 
Amer ica real ly n e e d s i s butter , n o t guns . 
T h i s art ic le shou ld be of in teres t t o a l l 
M e m b e r s of Congress : 
ARMS AND LATIN AMERICA: THEIR G U N S , OUR 

BUTTER 
Report ing t h a t Chile recently bough t 21 Brit ish je t fighters a t a cost of $20,000,000. Newsweek magazine called t h e purchase "a d ishear tening reminder t h a t even in one of t h e most progressive of La t in American countr ies t he worst t radi t ions of La t in poli­t ics are not yet dead.** 
The magazine also repr inted p a r t erf t he 

scolding toe New York Times gave Chile, a n 
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edi tor ia l p o i n t i n g o u t t h a t t h e c o u n t r y " s i m ­
p l y c a n n o t afford mi l l i ons s p e n t o n toys for 
t h e C h i l e a n Air Force." 

B o t h t h e Times and Newsweek s a w a c o n ­
n e c t i o n b e t w e e n Chile's p u r c h a s e a n d t h e 
fac t t h a t Argent ina 's mi l i tary g o v e r n m e n t 
h a d r e c e n t l y b o u g h t 25 Sky hawks i n t h e 
U n i t e d S t a t e s . S o do we. 

Ne i ther p u b l i c a t i o n l iked t o see t h i s m o n e y 
g o i n t o war e q u i p m e n t wh i l e L a t i n America's 
social c o n d i t i o n s are so urgent ly in n e e d of 
drast ic re form. No more d o we . 

B u t b o t h t h e Times and Newsweek a d o p t e d 
a lof ty , super ior tone , reproving Chi le 's Pres i ­
d e n t E d u a r d o Frei for g iv ing in t o t h e m i l i ­
tary. Newsweek m e n t i o n e d t h a t a Times 
edi tor ia l " impl i ed [ t h a t ] i t w a s d o w n r i g h t 
hypocr i t i ca l of Chi le to spend $20 m i l l i o n o n 
warplanes a n d t h e n ask U.S. a id in financing 
ifc socia l a n d economic reforms." 

We fee l t h a t s o m e o n e o u g h t t o p o i n t o u t 
t h a t b o t h L a t i n g o v e r n m e n t s i n v o l v e d — 
Chi le ' s progress ive and democrat i c o n e n o 
less t h a n Argent ina 's repressive and a u t o ­
crat ic o n e — a r e "more t o be p i t i ed t h a n c e n ­
sured ." They're n o t spendthr i f t s s q u a n d e r ­
i n g t h e food m o n e y on s h i n y b a u b l e s : far 
f rom i t . T h e y are, rather, v i c t i m s of a s e t 
of c i r c u m s t a n c e s ne i ther t h e y nor t h e i r p r e d ­
ecessors created , a se t of c i r c u m s t a n c e s f r o m 
w h i c h t h e y d o n o t profit and over w h i c h , as 
m a t t e r s n o w s t a n d , they have l i t t l e or n o 
contro l . 

E i ther d e s p i t e our wars in t h i s c e n t u r y or 
because of t h e m , d e p e n d i n g o n h o w y o u read 
h i s tory a n d psychology , we h a v e n o great 
r e v u l s i o n i n t h i s n a t i o n aga ins t t h o s e w h o 
profit f r o m war. T h a t m a y b e j u s t as wel l , 
for w i t h t h e widespread o w n e r s h i p of our 
i n d u s t r y a n d g i v e n t h e complex web of i n t e r ­
a c t i o n In o u r e c o n o m y , probably n o n e of u s r c a n c l a i m , n o w a d a y s , n o t t o profit f rom war. 
A t a n y rate , t h e days w h e n w e a s a n a t i o n 
were s t i rred b y U p t o n Sinclair 's "Lanny 
B u d d " b o o k s a t tack ing t h e m u n i t i o n s - m a k ­
ers are l o n g g o n e . And so i t m a y be t h a t 
m a n y of u s h a v e forgot ten Pres ident E i s e n ­
hower ' s w a r n i n g , g iven as he lef t t h e pres i ­
dency , a g a i n s t t h e g r o w t h of a " m i l i t a r y - i n ­
d u s t r i a l c o m p l e x " of power. 

F e w c o u l d h a v e fa i led to get h i s p o i n t i n 
Brazil , w h e r e a m i l i t a r y g o v e r n m e n t ins ta l l ed 
i tse l f in 1964 w i t h t h e aid and c o m p l i c i t y of 
our g o v e r n m e n t ' s mi l i tary and c iv i l i an r e p ­
r e s e n t a t i v e s — a n d t h e bless ings of our b u s i ­
n e s s i n t e r e s t s . 

His w a r n i n g c o u l d not have escaped n o t i c e 
i n U r u g u a y — w h i c h , b e t w e e n 1945 a n d 1962, 
rece ived m o r e t h a n half as m u c h in m i l i t a r y 
a id as i n e c o n o m i c ass i s tance . 

Certa in ly , t h i s h i s tory and Pres ident E i s e n ­
hower ' s w a r n i n g are no t lost o n Frei, Argen­
t ina 's genera l s or o ther Lat in A m e r i c a n l e a d ­
ers. 

N o o n e k n o w s bet ter t h a n those w h o l ive 
t h e r e h o w l i t t l e need there is for a m i l i t a r y 
c lass i n L a t i n America—or h o w u r g e n t l y t h e 
m o n e y n o w s p e n t o n mil i tary e q u i p m e n t a n d 
a c t i v i t i e s i s n e e d e d for social and e c o n o m i c 
re forms . P r e s i d e n t Frei n e e d s n o l e c tures o n 
t h i s f r o m t h e N e w York Times or f rom a n y ­
o n e . A n d w e — o u r g o v e r n m e n t leaders a n d 
our m i l i t a r y m e n — r e c o g n i z e t h e t r u t h of t h e 
Times' remarks , t o o . 

Y e t w e c o n t i n u e t o f u r n i s h mi l i tary a id t o 
t h e s e c o u n t r i e s — m o r e t h a n $70,000,000 in 
1962 a l o n e : a n d t h e ques t i on r e m a i n s : W h y ? 

Wel l , t h e y ask for i t . That ' s n o r e a s o n — 
our w i v e s ask for fur coats , b u t t h e y don ' t 
a lways g e t t h e m . 

A n d i t ' s eas ier t o ge t m o n e y from Congress 
for m i l i t a r y a id t h a n for economic ass i s tance . 
True ; b u t t h a t ' s a s y m p t o m , n o t a cause . 

W h y ? 
Cer ta in ly n o t for defense a g a i n s t c o m ­

m u n i s m — g u n s are n o defense a g a i n s t ideas; 
a n d a g o v e r n m e n t t h a t Invests i n Jets a n d 
t a n k s i n s t e a d of In schools a n d h o s p i t a l s a n d 
roads a n d i n d u s t r y i s s imply a s k i n g t o b e 
o v e r t h r o w n . . . probably w i t h t h e h e l p of 

t h o s e very Jets and t a n k s . L a t i n Amer ican 
p o l i t i c i a n s are n o t s t u p i d : T h e y realize th i s . 

T h e cyn ica l answer , heard fairly c o m m o n l y 
i n l a t i n America , is t h a t w e g i v e mi l i tary a id 
s o t h a t c o u n t r i e s wi l l b u y arms f rom u s , 
s i n c e w e p r o d u c e t h e m faster t h a n our o w n 
g o v e r n m e n t c a n u s e t h e m . T h i s h e l p s keep 
our arms i n d u s t r y going, so t h a t w h e n our 
o w n g o v e r n m e n t n e e d s t o call o n it , i t c a n 
respond . A var ia t i on o n t h i s answer h o l d s 
t h a t we g ive m i l i t a r y a id because our m u n i ­
t i o n s a n d aircraft i n d u s t r i e s h a v e a ho ld over 
our lawmakers ; t h u s , Congress s e ldom votes 
a g a i n s t e v e n t h e m o s t o u t r a g e o u s proposals 
for m i l i t a r y aid. Pres ident Eisenhower's 
w a r n i n g is q u o t e d t o suppor t t h i s v i ewpoint , 
as are s t a t i s t i c s . 

Militarismo is. as Newsweek said, o n e of 
" the wors t t r a d i t i o n s of L a t i n po l i t i c s"—and 
Eduardo Frei cer ta in ly recogn izes t h i s , if 
Argent ina 's genera l s d o n o t . He real izes h o w 
l i t t l e h i s c o u n t r y c a n afford t o spend m i l l i o n s 
of dol lars o n "toys for t h £ C h i l e a n Air Force." 

W h e n wil l we real ize t h a t we c a n n o t afford 
t h i s sort of expend i ture , e i ther—or t h e c i r ­
c u m s t a n c e s t h a t compel i t? A n d t h a t by per ­
m i t t i n g t h e s e c i r c u m s t a n c e s t o c o n t i n u e , we 
b e c o m e e v e n m o r e respons ib le for miH-
tarismo's c o n t i n u e d e x i s t e n c e ' t h a n L a t i n 
A m e r i c a n politicos a n d militares? 

W h y do we d o i t? 

Hanoi's Offers To "Talk" 
EXTENSION OF REMAR&S 

OF 
HON. ABRAHAM J. MULTER 

O F N E W YORK 
I N T H E H O U S E O F R E P R E S E N T A T I V E S 

Monday, March 6, 1967 
Mr. MULTER. Mr. Speaker, as pointed out in the following article from the February 10, 1967, edition of the New York World Journal Tribune, Hanoi's offers to negotiate have always been f alse. The only reason they even throw out their whispers and rumors is to try to get us to the point where we will uni­laterally stop bombing the north and thus permit them to rebuild their forces in the south and replenish their supplies there. It would be folly to permit them to do this and President Johnson is to be commended for continuing to protect the lives of our troops by refusing to stop the bombing without an assurance from Hanoi that they will not use the time for increasing their infiltration and aggres­sion. 
The article follows; 
A B E H I N D - T H E - S C E N E S L O O K AT H A N O I ' S 

O F F E R T O T A L K 
(By J o s e p h Alsop) 

W A S H I N G T O N .—W h a t h a s real ly b e e n h a p ­
p e n i n g b e h i n d t h e s c e n e s i n t h e s e last 
m o n t h s ? T h i s q u e s t i o n h a s b e e n i n s a n e l y 
c o n f u s e d by s e l f - s e r v i n g s t a t e m e n t s b y all 
part ies Interes ted i n t h e V i e t n a m e s e war, i n ­
c l u d i n g t h e U.S . g o v e r n m e n t . B u t a fairly 
conf ident answer i s n o w poss ib le . 

Briefly, t h e N o r t h V i e t n a m e s e leaders have 
crossed t h e great d iv ide b e t w e e n m a k i n g 
propaganda and m a k i n g s o l i d - s e e m i n g 
' t h o u g h h i g h l y c o n d i t i o n a l offers to n e g o ­
t ia t e . 

A t o n e m o m e n t , i n Warsaw In December , a 
f a c e - t o - f a c e m e e t i n g b e t w e e n American a n d 
N o r t h V i e t n a m e s e representa t ives even 
s e e m e d poss ib le . T h e P o l i s h ( g o v e r n m e n t , 
h a v i n g p r o m i s e d t o p r o d u c e t h e N o r t h V i e t ­

n a m e s e , t h e n fa i led t o d o so . B o m b i n g of 
t arge t s in t h e H a n o i area was b l a m e d for t h e 
n o - s h o w , b u t i n f a c t t h e r e i s every i n d i c a ­
t i o n t h a t t h i s ep i sode was o n l y a more 
dramat ic version of t h e genera l p a t t e r n . 

T h e general pa t t ern , w h i c h h a s b e e n re ­
p e a t e d again a n d aga in , i s very s i m p l e i n ­
deed . A d i p l o m a t i c or o t h e r t h i r d party 
t u r n s u p w i t h t h e n e w s t h a t h e has b e e n 
h a v i n g frank t a l k s w i t h t h e N o r t h V i e t n a m ­
e s e leaders or the ir qual i f ied representa t ives . 
He does n o t say h e br ings a "message ," b u t 
h e s t a t e s t h a t h e h a s t h e "strong i m p r e s s i o n " 
t h a t t h e N o r t h V i e t n a m e s e will h a s t e n t o t h e 
conference table , If o n l y t h e b o m b i n g of 
N o r t h Vie t N a m c a n be " p e r m a n e n t l y " 
h a l t e d . 

T h u s far, t h e U . S . answer h a s a lways b e e n 
t h e s a m e : t h a t t h e U . S . i s eager for " u n c o n ­
d i t i ona l n e g o t i a t i o n s , " as proposed by t h e 
Pres ident a t Ba l t imore ; t h a t t h e U J S . wi l l 
n o t h a l t t h e b o m b i n g mere ly t o secure n e g o ­
t ia t ions : b u t t h a t t h e U . S . i s a l so eager t o 
b e g i n t a l k s and h a l t t h e b o m b i n g , if H a n o i 
rec iprocates w i t h a n a d e q u a t e q u i d pro q u o . 

T h u s far, w h e n t h i s a n s w e r h a s b e e n r e ­
t u r n e d t o o n e of Hanoi ' s th i rd party-probers , 
t h e seque l h a s a lways b e e n d e a d s i l ence . 
T h i s conf irms t h e s u r m i s e in t h e last report 
i n t h i s space , t h a t t h e w h o l e t h r u s t of H a ­
noi 's recent d i p l o m a t i c effort h a s b e e n t o g e t 
a respi te i n t h e war, in t h e form of a b o m b ­
i n g ha l t , rather t h a n t o ge t n e g o t i a t i o n s . 
T h e i n d i c a t i o n s of w i l l ingnes s t o t a l k are i n 
f a c t m e r e bai t t o secure a u n i l a t e r a l m i l i t a r y 
a d v a n t a g e of t h e u t m o s t i m p o r t a n c e . 

T h e p a t t e r n i s s i m p l e if y o u u n d e r s t a n d i t , 
b u t i t h a s b e e n vas t ly m u d d i e d u p , i n t h e 
first place, by t h e s e l f - d e l u d i n g eagerness 
m a r k i n g t h e efforts of t o o m a n y of t h e th i rd 
part ies , i n c l u d i n g s o m e t h i r d par t i e s w h o 
h a v e spoken w i t h n o a u t h o r i z a t i o n . 

E t i e n n e Manac 'h , of t h e F r e n c h fore ign 
office, spoke w i t h o u t ser ious a u t h o r i z a t i o n , 
for example , w h e n h e p r e s e n t e d t o S e n a t o r 
Robert K e n n e d y a n d a m e m b e r of t h e U . S . 
Embassy staff i n Paris, h i s ideas a b o u t t h e 
poss ib le p h a s e s of n e g o t i a t i o n s . Only af ter 
rece iv ing K e n n e d y d id M a n a c ' h c h e c k w i t h 
t h e N o r t h V i e t n a m e s e i n Paris , Mai Van Bo, 
w h o a p p a r e n t l y sa id t h a t h e persona l ly 
t h o u g h t Manac'h's ideas were q u i t e O.K. 

T h i s exp la ins t h e m y s t e r y of t h e F r e n c h 
fore ign office denia l , i s s u e d o n l y a day or so 
after t h e fore ign office had approved t h e 
Paris Embassy's t e l e g r a m g i v e n a n exact a c ­
c o u n t of Manac'h's conversa t ion . 

T h e M a n a c ' h - K e n n e d y conversa t ion was as 
represented i n t h e t e l egram, b u t t h e ideas 
p u t forward b y Manac'h b e l o n g e d o n l y t o 
Manac'h . Even t h e al leged a f t e r - t h e - e v e n t 
approval of Mai V a n Bo was a lso u n a u t h o r ­
ized by Hanoi , as was i n d i c a t e d by Mai V a n 
Bo's t h r o w - d o w n of t h e w h o l e story, i s s u e d 
s i m u l t a n e o u s l y w i t h t h a t of t h e fore ign office. 

W h e n so m a n y persons are eager t o ge t 
i n t o t h e act , s u c h flurries are u n a v o i d a b l e . 
B u t there is a deeper reason for t h e p r e ­
va i l ing c o n f u s i o n , g o i n g far b e y o n d t h e pre­
t e n s i o n s of a Manac 'h or t h e ground le s s 
whispers of t h e P o l i s h fore ign office. 

T h e root of all t h e c o n f u s i o n , in fact , i s 
t h e Pres ident 's h a n k e r i n g t o defer, or e v e n 
t o prevent a l together , t h e k ind of n a t i o n a l 
a r g u m e n t t h a t is b o u n d t o arise if t h e i s sue 
is s tarkly posed. There are a great m a n y 
people w h o k n o w l i t t l e or n o t h i n g of t h e war, 
w h o would l ike t h e Pres ident "to s t o p t h e 
b o m b i n g t o get ta lks ." T h e y wil l m a k e a n 
ear- sp l i t t ing row, w h e n and if i t is l earned 
b e y o n d q u e s t i o n t h a t h e h a s b e e n r e f u s i n g 
t o d o so. C o n s e q u e n t l y , s m o k e - s c r e e n s h a v e 
b e e n pour ing o u t of t h e W h i t e H o u s e i n t h e 
cus tomary way. — -

Meanwhi l e , n o o n e a t al l pays a n y a t t e n ­
t i o n t o t h e real m e a n i n g of t h e s e probes by 
Hano i . Only a l i t t l e w h i l e ago , t h e H a n o i 
leaders were swear ing t h e y w o u l d never , 
never nego t ia t e u n t i l t h e las t A m e r i c a n s o l ­
dier had left S o u t h Viet N a m . N o w t h e y 


