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legislation in early August. (State 196344 of July 4, 1968)

ND NOFORN,) ' In these discussions the reason Admiral Baptista
gave for the requirement of 180 days advance notice was that

the U.5, research operations are planned and budgeted well in
advance, and that the U,S, organizations would thus have no
difficulty in meeting this requirement, as opposed to Soviet or
other foreign countries which were not so well organized. The
U.5. would thus stand to benefit from this arrangement., 1In
addition, the 180 day period would allow Brazil to submit the
names of the scientists embarked in Soviet/Communist units to

the U.5, for a check on espionage activities prior to the
appearance of the Soviet units, Admiral Baptista stated that
regulations such as this were tailored to government policy and
usually in connection with economic/commercial interest, He
stressed the fact that in Brazil Petrobras has a monopoly on oil
exploration, as opposed to the situation in England where explora-
tion on the North Sea was conducted on a competetive basis by
various commercial enterprises, These comments of Admiral
Baptista's express a poirt of view which is consistent with that
set ferth in Enclosure A, This point of view, however, particularly
as it relates to the background of how the oceanographic decree
came into being would not seem to accurately reflect the Navy's
role or responsibility in the formulation of the decree, Sources
in the Brazilian Foreign Office and Brazilian scientific community
have consistently credited the Navy with a much larger role and
responsibility. This point of view has been independently
verified with reliable sources in the foreign scientific community
and local diplomatic corps.

Admiral Baptista's record would seem to indicate that he is
clearly a man with definite opinions, however loath he may be to
talk about them directly., Given sufficient provocation he not
only could but has voiced vigorous dissent from official policy.
The only logical conclusions therefore, with respect to Brazillan
oceanographic policy, would seem to be that: (a) he supports

the policy, or (b) he has been sufficiently intimidated by previous
bouts with officialdom that he does not feel equal to the task of
challengling them publicly, or even discreetly, Certainly he made
it clear that he felt the decree was primarily politically
motivated and that only higher authority could do something about
securing, a more reasonable implementation. Given present
circumstances the difference between the two conclusions is
unfortunately somewhat academic because under either conclusion
it would appear that we can expect a rigid implementation of the

decree,
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Given the foregoling circumstances this Embassy is inclined to
believe that a cautious go-slow approach which avoids direct
challenge and confrontation is probably the tactic most likely
to succeed, It would appear that a direct challenge to the
oceanographic decree at a high level would run a considerable
and perhaps unwarranted political risk. The reporting officer
is inclined to accept Admiral Baptistatl's judgement that, at this
point in time, a negotiated modus vivendi is the best way to
seeck a solution to the problems posed by the decree if it is
important to us to open up the possibility for cooperative
oceanographic research wlith Brazil,
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he conclusion that the decree was specif
her foreign research Ln oceanography in B
fect of isolating the Brazilian OCEdeerphl
ion with foreign oceano ,rapher . In the same

as a. indicated that we understood from hearsay that
hers from countries other than the United States might be
interpreting the decree in the same way. In response to all probes of
this type the Admiral refused to indicate either that it was or that it
was not the intention of the decree to shut off cooperative research.

} At the discussion the Admiral indicated that
e felt "wise men and patriots” of both governments

the matter, 1f a satisfactory mOlUS vivendi was

stressed that by "wise men and patriots" he did not
wernment offiecials, although whb pressed for who he

he responded "why does not someone talk to Costa e Silva" and

and leave some role for the Army so there will not be a rock

It was pointed out that oceanogra s an old science undergoing
new and rapid development and that the new technology which is being

developed has many useful applications. The Admiral at this point went
into a lengthy discussion of foreign assistance, emphasizing repeatedly
that those who desire to assist should comply with the wishes of those
to be assisted. The oceanographic decree spelled out, in the Admiral'

assistance” could be accepted in this

view, the condi

ield. When s pointed out to the Admiral that these conditions
were so strict as to deter cooperation and that no scientific community
s ever been able to thrive in an isolated atmosphere, he appeared
totally unimpressed. Although he did not respond directly, he implied
hat if isolation was a price that had to be paid, it would have to be
cepted. (Comment: , Presum 1; this is the case ‘1n his view becaus
amnong othe ti s of those giving assistance are

y

indicated in point 2 above.)
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Although not specifically pgermane to the subject of oceanographic
liscussion the Admiral also commented positively on
in Brazil. He gave no indication of

soever with any aspect of student demands,
] icated he was in favor of a thoroughgoing
and branch reform of the whole educational system which would scrap
both American ﬁnd European models. The rejection of the histor
iniversity structure and role was in his view justified by the
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the current university problems
having any patience what

legitimate ones, ai

reakdown of the system in today's world.
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Biographic Datas - Admiral Ernesto de Mello Baptista

Present position: Director General of Hydrography and Navigation,
Service: Navy (Line Corps)

and Place of Birth: December 15, 1

\
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do Norte State, Brazil

\D
)

s Natal, Rio Grande

T

Race: Caucaslan
Citizenship: Brazilian

Religion: Catholic

Marital Status: Married

Height: 517" Weights: 170 Build: Stocky
[ g N}
General state of health: Apparently good

married about 20 \oars. She is quite

Name of Spouse:
: well-dressed. Speaks little English

Children = 3
Loreley Varela de Mello Baptista - born 16 Apr 1950
Paulo Emilio de Mello Baptista born 8 Aug 194
Gilda Varela de Mello Baptista - born 1 Oct 1944

iral Baptista:

1 Academy - 11 Apr 1925
Navigation School -~ 1935
3 - JONT = 1940

?;iLlcc*"’rdr :)i’ At

7e - superior course - 1953
College - 1963

Promotions:

{o) Naval, 1925 - 19206 Capitd3o-de-Fragata,25-7-1949
~in-Har1nw‘ 20-1 ~1 20 Capitdo-de~-Mar-e-Guerra

2.0 Penante, 3-1Q- 1929 30-~1-1954

1-“ '-T:-‘F»l“’”jir"”‘) "' 'l,""_l 1 b\)’lur a-Almirant €, ”"'j 19 5)

CapitZo-Tenente, 16-7-1937 Vice= ﬁlwilante, 18-2-1964

Capitdo-de-Corveta, 7-5-1943 Admiral, 1968
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