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B r a z i l i a n M i l i t a r y H a r d l i n e r Dismissed 

B r a z i l i a n P r e s i d e n t Costa e S i l v a and Army 
M i n i s t e r L y r a 'Tavares have demonstrated c o n f i d e n c e 
i n t h e i r c o n t r o l over t h e army by o u s t i n g a key 
i n t e l l e c t u a l among t h e army h a r d l i n e r s . A p r e s i ­
d e n t i a l decree i s s u e d on 19 May summarily r e t i r e d 
army Col Boaventura (Cava l e a n t i ;for a c t i v i t i e s 
i n c o m p a t i b l e w i t h hi§ a c t i v e - d u t y s t a t u s . 

An army i n v e s t i g a t i o n had r e p o r t e d l y r e v e a l e d 
t h a t he had c o n s o r t e d w i t h c assated o p p o s i t i o n 
l e a d e r C a r l o s Lacerda as w e l l as w i t h o p p o s i t i o n 
congressmen. A l t h o u g h known as a b r i l l i a n t o f f i c e r , 
Boaventura had devoted much o f h i s time f o r s e v e r a l 
years t o a g i t a t i n g ' a g a i n s t t h e government. E f f o r t s 
had been made t o i s o l a t e him from b o t h p o l i t i c i a n s 
and younger m i l i t a r y o f f i c e r s by t r a n s f e r r i n g him 
t o innocuous p o s t s . 

H i s b r o t h e r , M i n i s t e r o f I n t e r i o r J o s e Costa 
C a v a l c a n t i , c o n t e m p l a t e d r e s i g n i n g as a g e s t u r e o f 
su p p o r t f o r Boaventura but i s s a i d t o have decided 
t o s t a y on. 

The d i s m i s s a l w i l l s e r ve as a w a r n i n g t o o t h e r 
m i l i t a r y c o n s p i r a t o r s t h a t e x c e s s i v e a g i t a t i o n w i l l 
n o t be t o l e r a t e d . (CONFIDENTIAL NO FOREIGN DISSEM) 
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