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BIOGCRAPHIC DATA BRAZIL
Col Francisco Boaventura CAVALCANTI Junior
October 1967

(U) NAME: Col Francisco Boaventura Cavalcanti

Junior (boh~ah-venn-TOO-rah), Army.

(v) POSITION: Temporary assignment with Braéil_
ian Mission to the United Nations, since Sep 1967

(C) SIGNIFICANCE: A leader of the hard line

_ faction that advocates a firm and authoritarian
approach in the elimination of subversion

and corruption, he has great prestige in the
Army and is highly respected for his courage

in supporting what he thinks is right. He
achieved national prominence in Oct 1963 for
his anti-Goulart stand in refusing to (¢) 1962
participate in the attempted illegal arrest

of Carlos Lacerda, Governor of the State of

Guanabara from Dec 1960 to Nov 1965. He became very critical of Marshal
(Ret) Humberto de Alencar Castello Branes (President, Apr 1964-Mar 1967),
but has been a supporter of Marshal (Ret) Arthur da Costa e Silva,
inaugurated President in March 1967. (His brother, Army-Brig Gen (Ret)
José Costa Cavalcantl, was appointed Minister of Mines and Energy in

Mar 1967.) He is an excellent commander, airborne gqualified, and very
intelligent (graduated first in his class at the Military Academy and

the Officers Advanced School)., He was United Nations Military Advisor
during the Suez Operation (1957-1959), the Congo Operation (1960-1961)

and in the Dominican Republic (May-June 1965), and served with the
Brazilian Expeditionary Force in Italy during World War II (194L-1945).
All field grade promotions were for merit. §

-

(C/NFD) POLITICS:

(C/NFD) International: Strongly anti-Communist and anti-Castro.
Considered friendly toward the U.S., but extremely nationalistic.

(C/NFD) Internal: Politically conservative, he is a leader of the
hard line faction in the Army that advocates a firm and authoritarian
approach in eliminating subversion and corruption. He believes that
young leaders should replace the old generals who have outlived their
time. Bitterly opposed to Communist infiltration while Jo8o Goulart
was President (1961-196L), he helped organize the revolution that ousted
him in Apr 1964 and brought Marshal (Ret) Humberto de Alencar Castello
Branco to the Presidency, Apr 1964 to Mar 1967. He had been a supporter
and ardent admirer of Carlos Lacerda, controversial Governor of the
State of Guanabara from Dec 1960 to Nov 1965, bub publicly disassocieted
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BRAZIL
{ol Francisco Boaventura CAVALCANTI Junior
October 1OB7T

support Irom liberal and lefiist elementis. He refused L0 obey an order
of L Cet 1963 Lo participate in an Airborne Division "training exercise”
intended by the Goulart administration to kidnap or kill Lacerda and was
transferred from Rio de Janeiro to & provincial post when he publiely
contradicted the administration's version of the events (he subsequently
was placed under disciplinary arrest (24 Nov-1G Dec 1963} for protesting
the punitive transfer). He wag diemiszed Trom the Military fabinet

of President Cestello Brancs in early July 1904 for outspoken critilcisn
that the administration was t25 legelistic and overly cautlcus in handling
subversion, In Nov 1965 he was the key military Figure in an abortive
attempl by military hard line elements (backed by Lzcerda) t5 prevent
Francisco NegrZo de Lima (dinsugurated Covernor of Guanabars in Dec 1965)
from taking officse becsuse »f the latter's close ties with liberal
elements, and Col Boaventura was again placed under disciplinary arrecst.
He has thus far supported President Arthur da Costa ¢ Silva (Inaugurated
March 1967) ard hopes that the administration will be strict in the
handling of leftists, but he is somewhat fearful thet Costs e Silva may
sucumt to political pressuras in an efioart to be popular.

(C) PEESONAL DATA:

(U} Birth: 15 Apr 191G in Fortzleza, State of Ceard, Brawil.

(¢) Fawmily: Member o»f an old military family from the ¥ortheast;
has twoe brothers, Army Brig Gen (Ret) José Coste Cavalcanti, Minister of
Mines and Energy since March 1967, and Army Lt Col Manoel Coste Cavaleanti,
an Instructor of bMathematics. Wife, Maria Amalia Figueiredo (avalcanti
(daughter of a retired Army C21). Children (2): Aurora {f), born in
1953; Renzldo (m), born 1955,

(C) Description: Height, 5'8", slways neat in appearance. Quiet
and dignified in manner, has a pleasant, engaging personality and gives
an impression of vigor and energy. Frieadly, even with unimportant
people; mives well at sociml gatherings.

(U) Langrages: Native Portuguese, fluent English, speaks French,
Italian, German and Spanish.

(U) Religion: Romen Catholic {practicing, 196%4).

(U) Decorations: Brazilian Compaign Medal, Order of Military Merit
(Knight), Military Medal (Silver), War Medal, Peacemzker Medal, Marshal
Hermes Study Medal (Bronze with 1 wreath}, Duke of Caixas Military
Acedemy Medal.
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BRAZIL
Col Franclsco Blaventura CAVALCANII Junior
Qctober 1967

Oadet, Military Prepsratory Schosl, Kecife.
Cadet, Military Acacdemy. Appointed Probeationary 24 LT in
Artillery, 1 Mar 194%3; commissioned 2d Lb, 25 Sept l9ﬂ3.
Student, Instructors Course, Army Physicel Education
School, Ris de Janciro.
Artillery OQbscrver, Brozilian Expeditionary Fprece in
Ttaly, World War IT, Sept 19LL-May 194S5. DPromoted to
lat It, 25 Sept 1Quh.
Student, Officers Advanced School.
Fromoted to Captl, 25 Mar,
Student, General Staff Course, Army Comwand
Staff Scnool, Feb 19Lg-Jan 1952,
Instructor, Army Command and General Staff Schaol, June
1952-Mar 1954,
Student, Basic Airborne Treining and Jumpmzster Courses,
Airborne School, Vila Militar, Rio de Janeiro, Mar 195u-
July 1955.
Instructor, Army Command and
1955-1ar 1957. |
Military Advisor, United Nations Emergency Force {Sucz
Operation), Mar 1957-Junc 1959.
Assigned to Tth Infantry Division, Recife, Feb-Aug.
Military Advisor, United Nations Emergency Force {Congs
Operation), Aug 1960-July 1961,
Staff Officer, 2¢ Section (Intelligence), Army General
Starff, July 1961-Mar 1962,
Student, Superior Course, Sugerior War School, Mar-Dec,
U.8. orientation tour with graduating class, 21 Junc=-
8 July. Promoted to Lt Col, 25 Apr 1962.
Commander, Airborne Howltzer Group (Bn) (TSmm),
Janeirs, July-Nov. i
Divisional Artillery, 5th Infantry Division, Curitiba,
Parand, Nov 1963-Apr 1964, Under disciplinary arrest for
political activity, 2k Nov-l9 Dec 1963,
Assistant Secretary to the Chief, Military Cabinet of the
President, Apr-July.
Army Camrand and General Jtaffl Jchool, July~DeL.
Chief of Staff, Airborne Division Nu.leus, Vila Militar,
Rio de Janeirc. Detached duty as Assistant Military
Advisor to United Netions Qbserver in Dominican Republic,
May-June. Under disciglinary arrest for polltlgal activity,
28 Nov-8 Dec,
Commandcr, 2d Battalion, Tth (lOﬁmm) Howitzer Regiment,
Natal, Rin Grande do Norte, Jan 1066-May 1967. Promoted
10 Col, 25 Aug 19660,
Commander, 2d Coast Artillery Group, Ris de Janciro,
31 May 1967 -gep 1967.
3
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(U) CARFER:
1967-Present - Temporavy sssignment with Brazilisn Mission to the
- United Nztiong, Sep 1967. '
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BIOGRAPHIC DATA BRAZIL
Col Francisco Boaventura CAVALCANTI Junior
October 196?

(U) NAME: Col Francisco Boaventura Cavalcanti

Junior (boh-ah-venn-TQ0-rah), Army.

(U)A?QEE?EQ§= Temporary éSSignment with Brazil-
ian Mission to the United Nations, since Sep 1967

(C) SIGNIFICANCE: A leader of the hard line

_ faction that advocates a firm and authoritarian
approach in {the elimination of subversion

and corruption, he has great prestige in the
Army and is highly respected for his courage

in supporting what he thinks is right. He
achieved national prominence in Oet 1963 for
his anti-Goulart stand in refusing to (C) 1962
participate in the attempted illegal arrest

of Carlos lLacerda, Governor of the State of

Guanabara from Dec 1960 to Nov 1965. He became very critical of Marshal
(Ret) Humberto de Alencar Castello Braneco (President, Apr 1964-Mar 1967),
but has been a supporter of Marshal (Ret) Arthur da Costa e Silva,
inaugurated President in March 1967. (His brother, Army Brig Gen (Ret)
José Costa Cavalcanti, was appointed Minister of Mines and En&lgy in
far 1967.) He is. an excellent commander, airborne gualified, and very
intelligent (graduated first in his class at the Military Academy and
the Officers Advanced School). He was United Netions Military Advisor
during'the Suez Operation (1957-1959), the Congo Operation (1960-1961)
and in the Dominican Republic (payHLA;F 1965), and served with the
Brazilian Expeditionary Force in Italy'aur*nw World War II (19LL-10L5).
A1l field grade promotions were for merit,

(C/NFD) POLITICS:

(C/NFD) International: Strongly anti-Communist and anti-Castro.
Considered friendly toward the U.S., but extremely nationalistic.

(C/NFD) Internal: Politically conservative, he is a leader of the
hard line faction in the Army that advocates a firm and authoritarian
approach in eliminating subversion and corruption. He believes that
young leaders should replace the 0ld generals who have outlived their
time. RBitterly opposed to Communist infiltration while Jodo Goulart
was President (1961-1964), he helped organize the revolution that ousted
him in Apr 1964 and braugnt Marshal (uet) Humberto de Alencar Castellsn
Branco to the Presidency, Apr 106L to Mar 1067. He had been a supporter
and ardent admirer of Carlos Lacerda, controversial Governor of the
State of Guanabara from Dec 1960 to Nov 1965, bub publicly disassoclated
himself from Lacerda in Dec 1966 because the latier sought to obtain
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BRAZIL
Col Francisco Boavensura CAVALCANTI Junior
Octover 1967

support from liberal and leftist elements. He refused to obey an order
of L 0ot 1063 +a pavtisipate in gn Alrborne Division "treining exercisc™
intended by the Goulart administration to kKidnapy or kill Lacerda and was
transferred from Rio de Janeiro to a provincial post when he publiely
contradicted the administration's version of the evenis (he subsequently
was placed under disciplinary arrcst (24 Nov-19 Dee 1963) for protesting
the punitive transfer), He was dismissed from the NMilitary fabinet
of President Cestellos Branco in early July 196L for outspokén criticism
that the adminietwation wag 120 legalistic and overly caulious in hendling
. subversion. 1In Nov 1665 he was the key military figure in an abortive
attempt by military hard line elements {backed by Lacerda) to prevent
Francisco Negréio de Lima (inesugurated Governosr >f Guansbera in Dece 1065)
from taking gffice becsuse of the latter's close ties with 1liberal
elements, and Col Bosventurs was again nlaced under disciplinary arrest.
He has thus far supported President Arthur da Costa e Silva (inaugursted
Mzrch 1967) and hovpes that the administration will be strict in the
handling of leftists, but he is somewhel fearful that Costa e Sllva ray -
sucumb to political pressures in an effort to be popular

(C) PERSONAL DATA:

(U) Birth: 15 Apr 1919 in Forteleza, State of Ceard, Brazil.

(¢} Family: Member of an old military family from the Northeast;
has two brothers, Army Brig Gen (Ret) José Costa Cevalcanti, Minister of
Mines and Energy since March 1967, and Army Lt ol Mancel Custa Cavalcanti,
en Instructor of Mathematics. Wife, Meria Amaliae Figuciredo Cavaleanti
(daughter o7 a retired Army Ccl), Children (2): Aurora (f), born in
1953: Renaldn (m), Dorn 19995.

(C) Deseription: Height, 5' 8", always neal in appeavance. (uiet
end dignified in manner, has a pleasant, engeging versonality and gives
an impression of vigor and energy. TFriendly, even with unimportant
people; mixes well at social gatherings.

(U) Languzges: Native qutuﬂuese, fluent Encllbn, speaxs Fr eﬂcn
Jtalisn, German ard Spanish.

L l (U) Religion: Roman Catholic {practicing, 1964).

(U) Decorations: Brazilian C-mpaign Medal, Order of Military Merit
(Knight), Military Medal (Silver), Wer heaal Peaceraker Nedal, Marshal
Hermes Study Medal (Bronze with 1 wreath), Duke of Caixas Military

" Acedemy Medal.
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Col Franclsco Buavenbura CAVALCANTI Junior
" October 1067

Cadebt, Military Preparatory 3chodl, Recife.
Cadet, Military Academy. Appointed Probationary 24 Lt in
Artillery, 1 Mar 1943; cormissionsd 2d L, 25 Seph 1943,
Student, Instructors Course, Army Physicel Education
ehosl, Rin de Janeiro.
Artillery Observer, Brazilian Expeditionary Ipree in
Ttaly, World War II, Sept 1Q4l-May 1GL5. Promoted to
1st Lt, 25 sept 19kh.
Student, Officers Advsnce
Promoted to Capt, 25 Mar.
Student, General Staff Course,
Staff School ¥eb 19L9-Jan 1952
Instructor, Army Command and General btalf School, June
1952-Mar 1954, :
Student, Basic Alrborns Tralning and Jumpmaster Courses,
Airborne School, Vila Militar, Ris de Janeirs, Mar 1954-
July 1955.
Instructor, Army Command and Genreral Stafl School,
1955-Mar 1957.
Military Advisor, United Nations Emergency Force (Suez
Operation)J Mar 1957—June 1959 )
Aseigned to Tth Infantry DlVlchn, Resife, Peb-lug.
Military Advisor, United Nations Emergency Force (Congo
Operation}, Aug 1960-July 190L.
Stalf Officer, 248 Section (Intelligence), Army General
Staff, July 1961-Mar 1962,
Student, Superior Course, Superior War School, Msr-Dec.
U.8, orientation tour with gradusting cless, 21 Junc-
8 July., Promoted to Lt Col, 29 Acr 1962,
Commander, Airborne Howitzer Group (Dn) (7%mm), Rio de
Janeiro, July-Nov.
Divisional Artillery, 5th Infantry Division, Curitika,
Paranég, Nov 1963-Apr 1964, Under disciplinary arrest for
political activity, 24 Nov-19 Dec 1963,

Assistant Secretary to'the Chief, Military Cabinet of the
President, Apr-July.
Army Command and Generel Staff School, July-Dec.
Chief of Staf?, Airoorne Division Nu leus, Vila Militar,
Rio de Janeilro, Detached duty as Assistent Militery
Advignr to United Katisng Observer in Dominiecan Reprublic,
May-June. Under disciplinsry arrest for political activity,
28 Nov-8 Dec.
Commander, 24 Rattalion, 7th (109mm) Howitzer Regiment,
Natal, Rio Grande do Norte, Jan 1960-May 1967. Promoted
to gol, 27 Aug 1966,
Commander, 2d Coast Artillery Group,
31 Mgy 1967 -Sep 1067.

School.

Army Cormmanc and General
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Col Franu seo Boaventura CAVAICANTI Junior
October 1967

(U) CAREER;
1967-Prese. Present - Temporary &ssignment wlth Brazilian Mission to the
United Nations, Sep 1967.
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BIOCRAPHIC DATA BRAZIL
Col Franecisco Boaventura CAVALCANTI Junior
October 1967

(U) NAME: Col Francisco Boaventura Cavalcanti

Junior ibahrahrvenn-TOCFrahi, Army.

(U) PBITION: fTemporary assignment with Brazil-
ian Mission to the United Nations, since Sep 1947,

(C) SIGNIFICANCE: A leader of the hard line

. faction that advocates a firm and authoritarian
approach in the elimination of subversion

and corruption, he has great prestige in the
Army and is highly respected for his courage

in supporting what he thinks is right. He

achieved national prominence in Oct 1963 for

his anti-Goulart stand in refusing to (c) 1962
participate in the attempted illegal arrest : ;

of Carlos lacerda, Governor of the State of

Guanabara from Dec 1960 to Nov 1965. He became very critical of Marshal

(Ret) Humberto de Alencar Castello Branco (President, Apr 1964-Mar 1967),

but has been a supporter of Marshal (Ret) Arthur da Costa e Silva,
inaugurated President in March 1967. (His brother, Army-Brig Gen (Ret)
José Costa Cavalcanti, was appointed Minister of Mines and Energy in
Mar 1907.) He is. an excellent commander, airborne qualified, and very
intelligent (graduated first in his class at the Military Academy and
the Officers Advanced School). He was United Nations Military Advisor
during the Suez Operation (1957-1959), the Congo Operation (1960-1961)
and in the Dominiecan Republic (May-June 1965), and served with the
Brazilian Expeditionary Force in Italy during World War IT (1944-1945).
A1l field grade promotions were for merit. :

(C/NFD) POLITICS:

(C/NFD) International; Strongly anti-Communist and anti-Castro.
Considered friendly toward the U.S., but extremely nationalistic.

(C/NFD) Internal: Politically conservative, he is a leader of the
hard line faction in the Army that advocates a firm and authoritarian
approach in eliminating subversion and corruption. He believes that
young leaders should replace the 251d generals who have outlived their
time. Bitterly opposed to Communist infiltration while Jo3o Goulart
was President (1961-1964), he helped organize the revolution tThat ousted
him in Apr 1964 and brought Marshal (Ret) Humberto de Alencar Castello
Branco to the Presidency, Apr 1964 to Mar 1967, He had been a supporber
and ardent admirer of Carlos Lacerda, econtroversial (overnor of the
State of Guanabara from Dec 1960 to Nov 1965, but publicly disassociated
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BREAZIL
€2l Francisco Bjaggntura CAVATICATTT Juninr
October 1967

support from liberal and leftist elementsz. He refused to sbey an order
of L Oct 1363 to participate in an Airborne Division "training exercise"
intended by the Goulart administration 1o Zldnap or kill Laecerda and was
transferred from Rio de Janeliro to & provincial post when he publicly
contradicted the administration's version of the events (h= subscouently
was placed under disciplinory errest (24 Nov-19 Dec 1963) for protesiing
the punitive transfer). Ie was dismissed from the Military febinet

of President Czstells Breneo in early July 1064 for outspokeén criticism
that the zdministration was too legalisiic snd overly cautious in handiing.
subversion. 1In Nov 1965 he was the key militeary {igure in an egboritive
attempt by military hard line elements (backed by Lacerda) o prevent
Francisco NegrgZo de Lima (inaugurated Governor of Guanabeara in Dec 1969)
from taking affice because of the latter's close tles with liberal
elements, and Col Boaventura was again placed under disciplinary arrest.
He has thus far sugported President Arthur da Costa e Silva {insugurated
March 1967) end hopes that the administration will te strict in the
handling of leftists, but he ies somewhat fearful that Costa e Silva may
sucumb to palitical pressures in an effort to be popular.

(C) PEESONAL DATA:

U) Birth:; 15 Apr 1919 in Forteleza, State of Ceard, Brazil,
Bathnih ey ) H

(¢) Femily: Momber of an old military family from the Northeast;
has two brothers, Army Brig Gen (Ret) José Costa Cavalcanti, Minister of
Mines and Energy since March 1967, and Army Lt Col Menoel Costa Cavalcenti,
an Instructor of Mathematics. Wife, Meria Amalia Figueiredn Cavalcanti
{daughter of a retired Army €ol). Children (2): Aurora (f), born in
1953: FReneldo (m), born 1935,

(C) pescrivtion; height, 9'8", always neat in apvearance., Julet
and dignified in mx Manner has a plcasant, cngaging versonality gﬂf glives
an impression of vigor and energy, Friendly, even with unimporiant

reaple: mixes well at goelal gatheringd.

(U) Languages: Natlve Portuguese, Tluent English, speaks French,
Italian, German and Spanish.

(U) Religion: Roman Catholic {practicing, 1964).

(U) Decoratiocns: Brazilian C&mpa‘gn Medal, Order of Military Merit
(Knight), Militery Medsl (Silver), War lMedal, Peccemaker X¥sdal, Marshal
Hermes Study Medal (Bronzc with 1 wrcat}), Duke of Caixas Military
Academy Medal.
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. BRAZIL
Cnl Francisco Bosventura CAVALCANTI Junior
“Qctober 1967

Cadet, Military Preparatory School, Recife.
Cadet, Military Academy. Appointed Prchationary 2d Lt in
Artillery, 1 Mar 1943; commissioned 2d Lt, 25 Sept 1943.
Student, Tnstructors Course, Army Physical Fducation
School, Rio de Janeiro.
Artillery Observer, Brazilian Expeditionary Fprce in
Italy, World Wer II, Sept L9L4-May 10LS., Promoted to
lat Lt, 25 Sept 1ghi.
Student, Officers Advanced School.
Promoted to Capt, 25 Mar.
Student, General Staff Course, Army Command and Gencral
Staflf School, Feb 1959-Jan 1952, ~
Instructor, Army Command and General Staff School, June
1952-Mar 195k,
Student, Baslic Alrborne Training and Jumomaster Courses,
Airborne Schosl, Vila Militar, Rio de Janeiro, Mar 1994-
July 1955,
Instructor, Army Command and General Staff School, July
1955-Mar 1957.
Military Advisor, United Nations Emergency Force (Suez
Operation), Mar 1957-June 1959, '
Assigned to 7th Infantry Division, Recife, TFeb-Aug.
Military Advisor, Urited Kations Emergency Force (Congo
Operation), Aug 1960-July 1061.
Staff Officer, 24 Section (intellipence), Army General
Stalf, July 1961-Mar 1962,
Student, Superior Course, Superior War School, Mar-Dec.
U.8. orientation tour with graduating cless, 21 June-
8 July. Promoted to Lt Col, 25 Apr 1962.
Cormander, Airborne Howltzer Group (Bn) (75mm), Rio de
Janeiro, July-Hov. ) '
Divisional Artilllery, 9th Infantry Division, Curitibe,
Darand, Nov 1963-Apr 106i. Under disciplinary arrest for
politieal activity, 24 Nov-1G Dec 1963.
Asgistant Secretlery to the Chief, Miititary Cabinet of the
President, Apr-July,
Army Command and General Staff Schosl, July-Dec,
Chief of Staff, Airborne Division Nu.leus, Vila Militar,
Rio de Janelro. Detached duty as Assistant Military
Advisor to United HNations Observer in Dominican Republic,
May-June. Under digsciplinary srrest for political activity,
286 Nov-8 Dec.
Commander, 24 Battalion, Tih (106mm) Howitzer Hegiment,
Natal, Rio Grande ds Norte, Jen 1066-May 1967. Promoted
to Col, 25 Aug 1066.
Commander, Z2¢ Coast Artillery Group, Rio de Janeiro,
31 Mey 1967 -Sep 1967.
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- BRAZIL
Col Francisco Boeventura GAVAICANTE Junior
October 1967

(U) CAREER:
1967-Present - Temporary assignment with Brazllian Mission to the
- United Nations, Sep 1967. '
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