


(G) SIGNIFICANCE: A j.<ulibloal" l , f f l i>Li oud I leader xW UtiiP HfflQ o f the 

• f l M t f M hard l i n e f a c t i o n rnmftMwa-trf - t h u a e "who advocateja f i r m and 

authoritarian approach i n the elimination of subversion and corruption, 

he has great p r e s t i g e i n t h e Army and i s h i g h l y respected f o r h i s courage 

i n supporting what he thinks i s rig h t . He acieved national prominence 

i n Oct I963 for his anti-Goulart stand i n refusing to riB^PBBPfcMKKXfcKKpBdEJK 

p a r t i c i p a t e i n t h e at tempted i l l i c i t a r r e s t o f Carlos Lacerda. Governor o f 

t h e State o f Guanabara f rom Dec i 9 6 0 t o Nov 1965- He became v e r y c r i t i c a l 

o f Marshal (Ret) Humberto de alencar C a s t e l l o Branco ( P r e s i d e n t . Apr 1964-

Mar 1967) , b u t has been a s u p p o r t e r o f Marshal (Ret) A r t h u r da Costa e S i l v a , 

i n u g u a r a t e d P r e s i d e n t i n March 1967f« brother, Army B r i g Gen ( R e t ) 

Jose / Costa C a v a l c a n t i . was appointed M i n i s t e r o f Mines and Energy i n Mar 1967?) 

He i s an e x c e l l e n t commander, a i r b o r n e q u a l i f i e d , and v e r y i n t e l l i g e n t 

(graduated f i r s t I n h i s c lass a t t h e M i l i t a r y Academy and t h e O f f i c e r s 

Advanced S c h o o l ) . He was tibited N a t i o n s M i l i t a r y Advisor d u r i n g t h e Suez Operat ion *\ 

(1957-1959), t h e Congo Operat ion ( I 9 6 O - I 9 6 I ) and i n t h e Dominican Republ ic 

(May-Jun i 9 6 0 ) , and served w i t h t h e B r a z i l i a n E x p e d i t i o n a r y Force i n I t a l y 

d u r i n g World War I I (1944-1945). A l l f i e l d grade promotions were f o r m e r i t . 



(6/MFD) POLITICS: 

x (6/NFD) I n t e r n a t i o n a l : S t r o n g l y a n t i - C o i m r r u n i s t ^ a n t i - C a s t r o , 

Considered f r i e n d l y toward t h e U.S.^ b u t extremely n a t i o n a l i s t i c . 

i 



(C/HFD) I n t e r n a l : P o l i t i c a l l y conservative, he i s a leader i l l t he 
,^4u A*»^ t h a t 

>f the ^hard l i n e * f a c t i o n wMrrk advocates/firm and a u t h o r i t a r i a n X 
A 

approach i n e l i j r r i n a t i n g subversion and c o r r u p t i o n . He believes t h a t young 

leaders should replace the o l d generals tfes* have o u t l i v e d t h e i r t i m e . 

B i t t e r l y opposed t o Communist i n f i l t a a t i o n w h i l e Joao Goulart was President 

( I 9 6 I - I 9 6 4 ) , he helped organize t h e r e v o l u t i o n t h a t ousted him i n Apr 19&4 

and brought Marshal (Ret) Humberto de Alencar C a s t e l l o Branco t o t h e 

Presidency, Apr 1964 t o Mar 1967. He had been a supporter and ardent adroirer 

o f Carlos Lacerda, c o n t r o v e r s i a l Governor o f the State o f Guanabara from 

Dec I960 t o Nov 1965, but p u b l i c l y d i s a s s o c i a t e d himself from Lacerda 

I n Dec 1966 "because he-regarded aa p o l i t i c a l o^wtur.is::: tbtcmpts by 

LaoeKia t o seaupe a 4 — t » p o l i t : i , r ' a ] ft.isa. l i b e r a l and l e f t i s t aupporU 

He refused t o obey an order o f 4 Oct 1963 t o p a r t i c i p a t e i n an Airborne 

D i v i s i o n " t r a i n i n g exercise" intended by the Goulart a d m i n i s t r a t i o n t o 

kidnap or k i l l Lacerda^ was t r a n s f e r r e d from Rio de Janeiro t o a p r o v i n c i a l 

t r i o w L( p J o 11 t \K,<^ CVAA^ ' * - ^ ' t ^ n i f "ftM 

post ftrp-di&el^ing ini^w»gpt!^t^«otttpad»iJltifn.l8 felw* a d m i n i s t r a t i o n ' s v e r s i o n 

(.1*4- ^ of the aguuarik events r, i,r\r\ -was subsequently placed under d i s c i p l i n a r y a r r e s t 
*\ 

tZ&fiKma&M (24 Nov-19 Dec 1963) f o r p r o t e s t i n g t h e p u n i t i v e t r a n s f e r ] . 



He was g&l'iiw&J IIIHI- P#BrtttU»LvCastello Branco i n early J u l y 196ij from the 

M i l i t a r y Cabinet o f fete r^esidentjj'for outspoken c r i t i c i s m o f .,tfte. -/; - I 

actoinistrationfc&s too l e g a l i s t i c and. overcautious i n hanciling subversion. 7<t 

" * ̂  /ie was the key r a i l i t a r y figure i n an atax abortive pressure' p l a y i n 

W©v--1945 by m i l i t a r y hard l i n e elements (backed by LacerfdaJaHd-aimed * | , ' y ^ ^ 

at prevciii4g*g Francisco Negrao de Lima (inaugurated Governor of Guanabara 

i n Dec 196-5) from taking o f f i c e ^ JU'1 !• ULJl5l Liw» close t i e s with l i b e r a l 

(A 
elements^^ ^ U ~ , ' ' ' A 6 * ^ U * * jJ**~4tts^ ck^^^Jut^*^ (VVV juT , 

He has oiKpreoaod f u l l a t q ^ r v w w J M M a r i M r i ( " " O A r t h u r da Costa ejSjJ^ra, 

r l ' t i a l T e n t "a l i m e March 1967J and hopes t h a t t h e jwpooont a d m i n i s t r a t i o n 

w i l l be U L D I U I u i n t h e h a n d l i n g < 0 l e f t i s t s , b u t i s somewhat f e a r f u l 

t h a t Costa e S i l v a may sucumb t o p o l i t i c a l pressures i n an e f f o r t t o be 

p a p u l a r . 



(C) PERSONAL DATA: C__jbrta leza, S t a t e o f C e a r a O 

(U) B i r t h : 15 Apr I 9 I 9 i n fcibuuwi, B r a z i l . 

(G) F a m i l y : Member o f an o l d m i l i t a r y f a m i l y f r o m t h e N o r t h e a s t ; 

has two b r o t h e r s , Army B r i g Gen (Ret) Jose^Costa C a v a l e a n t i . M i n i s t e r o f 

Mines and Energy s ince March 1967^ and Army L t Col Manoel Costa C a v a l c a n t i . 

an I n s t r u c t o r o f Mathematics . W i f e , M a r i a Amalia F igue iredo C a v a l c a n t i 

(daughter o f a r e t i r e d Army C o l ) . C h i l d r e n ( 2 ) ; Aurora ( f ) , born i n 

1953? Renaldo ( » ) , born 1 9 5 5 . 

(C) D e s c r i p t i o n ; H e i g h t , 5 * 6 * * , TTTnrr T f T i r T^ r r r r r ^ t e t e p w B W l 11 j 1 i l i M i l 11 

^fjc a pleasant^-a^- engaging p e r s o n a l i t y and g ives an impress ion o f v i g o r 

and energy. j j ? * * ^ ^ « ^ ^ ^ ^ > ^ t f 

(U) Languages: N a t i v e Portuguese, ^poakc E n g l i s h , -French, I t a l i a n , 

German and Spanish. 

(U) R e l i g i o n : Roman Catholic- ( p r a c t i s i n g , 1 9 6 4 ) . 

(U) D e c o r a t i o n s : B r a z i l i a n Campaign Medal , Order o f M i l i t a r y M e r i t 

( K n i g h t ) , M i l i t a r y Medal ( S i l v e r ) , War Medal , Peacemaker Medal , Marshal 

Hermes Study Modal (Bronze w i t h 1 w r e a t h ) , Duke o f Gaixas M i l i t a r y Academy Medal. 



(U) CAREER,: 

?-l939? 

1940-1943 

1944-1945 

? 

1945 

1 9 4 9 - 1 9 5 2 

1952-1954 

1954- 1955 

1955- 1957 

1957-1959 

Cadet, M i l i t a r y Preparatory School, Recife. 

Cadet, M i l i t a r y Academy. Appointed Probationary 2d Lt i n 

A r t i l l e r y , 1 Mar 1943? commissioned 2d Lt, 25 Sept 1943. 

A r t i l l e r y Observer, B r a z i l i a n Expeditionary Force i n I t a l y , 

World War I I , Sept 1944-^^1945. Promoted to 1st L t , 25 Sept 1944. 

Student, Officers Advanced School. 

Promoted to Capt, 25 Mar. 

Student, Instructors Course, Army Physical Education School, Jcte 

Rio de .TanfiTT-n.^ .—_ — — —™~~ 

Student, General Sta f f Course, Army Command and General Staff School, 

Feb 1949-Jan 1952. 

Instructor, Army Command and General Sta f f School, Jun 1952-Mar 1954. 

Student, Basic Airborne Training and Jumpmaster Courses, Airborne 

School, V i l a M i l i t a r , Rio de Janeiro, Mar 1954-Jul 1955. 

Instructor, Army Command and General Staff School, J u l 1955-

Mar- 1957. 

M i l i t a r y Advisor, United Nations Emergency Force (Suez Operation), 

Mar 1957-Jun 1959. 



i 9 6 0 Assigned to 7 t h Infantry Division, Recife, Feb-Aug. 

1960- 1961 M i l i t a r y Advisor, United Nations Emergency Force (Congo 

Operation), Aug 1960-Jul 1961. 

1961-1962 Staff Officer, 2d Section ( I n t e l l i g e n c e ) , Array General Staff, J u l I 9 6 I -

Mar 1962. 

1962 Student, Superior Course, Superior War School, Mar-Dec. 

U.S. orientation tour with graduating c l a s s , 21 Jun-8 J u l . 

Promoted to Lt Col, 25 Apr 1962. 

1963 Commander, Airborne Howitzer Group (Bn)(75mm),/jul-#BlHfcJov, 

1963-196a D i v i s i o n a l A r t i l l e r y , 5th Infantry Division, CuritibaT] Nov* I 9 6 3 -
1 4 A 

Apr 1964. Under d i s c i p l i n a r y arrest', 24 Nev-19 Dec. 1963-

1964 Assistant Secretary to th 

Apr-D^ ^ i . , 

ie Chief, Prooidenftial HiliMarf Iloui ohold, 

1964 Army Command and General St a f f School, Jul-Dec. 



1965 Chief of Staff, Airborne Division Nucleus, V i l a M i l i t a r , 

Rio de Janeiro. Detached duty as Assistant M i l i t a r y Advisor 

to United Nations Observer i n Dominican Republic, May-Jun. 

iJMdLsrv d i s c i p l i n a r y a r r e s ^ 28 Nov-8 Dec. 

1966-1967 Commander, 2d Battalion, 7th (105 mm) Howitzer Regiment, 

Natal, Rio Grande do Norte, Jan 1966-May 1967. 

1967- Present Commander, 2d Coa*£ A r t i l l e r y Group, Rio de Janeiro, 

from 31 May 1967. 


