
government has now moved w i t h v i g o r against them. 
Another f a c t o r i s t h a t student leaders are i n j a i l and 
w i l l be harassed by a u t h o r i t i e s to keep them from 
regrouping. The Armed Forces are also c o n c e n t r a t i n g 
on counter-insurgency t r a i n i n g and are q u i t e s o p h i s t i c a t e d 
about i t . The Jungle Warfare T r a i n i n g Center UJJ i n 
Manaus i s a r a t h e r unique o r g a n i z a t i o n and i s t u r n i n g 
out some tough t r o o p e r s . O v e r a l l , then, s e c u r i t y has 
improved since 13 December. 

Question: State P o l i c e doing anything to help? 
Answer: Yes. One o f the major e f f o r t s of BG Meira 

Mattos, I n s p e c t o r General of State M i l i t i a s , has been 
i n the sense of promoting c o o r d i n a t i o n and b e t t e r t r a i n ­
i n g . He has also sought t o change the r a t i o n a l e of these 
s t a t e m i l i t i a s from one of e n v i s i o n i n g world combat as 
the Army reserve, t o one o f I n t e r n a l s e c u r i t y w i t h i n 
t h e i r r e s p e c t i v e s t a t e s . 

Question: What was the r o l e of Lyra Tavares on the 
n i g h t and few days t h a t f o l l o w e d when the " h a r d l i n e r s " 
pressured Costa e S i l v a I n t o s i g n i n g the IA - 5 ? 

Answer: On the af t e r n o o n of the 12th a f t e r the. 
vote i n Congress Lyra sensed what the f e e l i n g was i n 
the V i l a M i l i t a r 0 His agents t o l d him the troops were 
uneasy. The President got back to Rio about 5 o'clock 
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I n the af t e r n o o n . Lyra'went to the palace about 5:30 and 
t o l d the President t h a t the s i t u a t i o n was d i f f i c u l t - a 
l o t o f pressure - and he urged the President to consider 
what the government was going to do. The President said 
he was very t i r e d , he r e a l i z e d what the pressures were, 
but he was not going to make any decisions t h a t n i g h t . 
Tomorrow he would announce h i s d e c i s i o n . Sizeno had been 
i n B r a s i l i a . He got back at 8 o'clock. His Chief, of S t a f f 
who i s a r e a l h a r d l i n e r and Gen Ramiro decided t o fan the 
flames of passion on the basis of pressures a t V i l a . 
M i l i t a r . They staged a 2 0 0 - o f f i c e r r e c e p t i o n f o r "Sizeno 
at the a i r p o r t so as^ to impress upon Sizeno t h a t the 
s i t u a t i o n was ser i o u s . He got to h i s o f f i c e and found 
30 General o f f i c e r s " I n c l u d i n g Gerir v a s t l l f l o j CG of the 
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V i l a M i l i t a r . At t h a t p o i n t , Sizeno went up to Lyra's 
j 

o f f i c e and said that" the s i t u a t i o n was very d e l i c a t e and 
t h a t the President had t o do something.. Lyra said t h a t 

i 

! 
the President would hot decide u n t i l tomorrow. Sizeno 
r e p l i e d : "But I don't t h i n k I can hold these people 

s 

o f f . " Lyra s a i d : "Why don't you go over to see the 
President and take Gen C a l d e r a r i w i t h you to make an 
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l a 
impression." Those close to Lyra t h i n k he d i d t h i s 

I 
d e l i b e r a t e l y , knowing f u l l w e l l t h a t the President would la 
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not receive Sizeno an'd knowing the word would get around 
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t h a t he had been r e b u f f e d by the President. The President 
sent word t h a t he was t i r e d , was watching a Western movie, 
and couldn't p o s s i b l y see them but t h a t tomorrow he would 
make the ap p r o p r i a t e d e c i s i o n . Sizeno went back to Army 
M i n i s t r y and t o l d the assembled generals there t h a t the 
President would decide tomorrow. At t h i s stage General 
Aragao s a i d : "With or w i t h o u t the President we have t o 

take a p o s i t i o n t o n i g h t . " C a s t i l l o , the Chief of S t a f f 
o f F i r s t Army, the Commander of the F i r s t Brigade, and 
others went w i t h Sizeno to Lyra's o f f i c e and announced 
t h a t a c t i o n must be taken immediately, " w i t h or w i t h o u t 
the President." At t h i s p o i n t , Lyra s a i d : " I want you 

i 

t o know t h a t I am a member of the President's government -
i f you are t h i n k i n g of overthrowing the government do not 
count on me." The Generals went back t o Sizeno's o f f i c e 
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and decided t o give the President u n t i l 11 o'clock the 
! t 

f o l l o w i n g day. C a s t i l l o said he would come from the V i l a 
M i l i t a r a t the head o f h i s troops i f a d e c i s i o n had not 
been made by 11. Sizeno s a i d , "No, you w i l l not be a t 
the head of the tr o o p s , I w i l l be at the head of the 
tr o o p s . " The next morning the President went over t o 

i 

the Naval Academy. While he was there handing out p r i z e s 
I 

t o the honor graduate's General Medici was sounding out 'the 

admirals and b r i g a d i e r s . When the President walked toward 
i 
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the d i n i n g room a t about" noon, Medici came up behind him 
and whispered i n h i s ear t h a t the s i t u a t i o n was very 
grave. He suggested the President r e t u r n to the palace 
and c a l l a meeting of the high command. This d e f l a t e d 
Sizeno 1s schedule. I t wasn't u n t i l l a t e t h a t n i g h t t h a t 
the J u s t i c e ' M i n i s t e r f i n a l l y , came on TV and announced 
the I m p o s i t i o n of I A - 5 . Lyra was 100 percent l o y a l to 
the President.^ Muricy was assigned by Lyra to stay close 
to Sizeno to see t o i t t h a t he d i d not make any w i l d 

i 

moves. The people around Lyra made c e r t a i n t h a t Costa 
e S i l v a found out about L y r a ' s . p o s i t i o n . Costa e -Silva 
was f u l l y aware of Lyra's l o y a l t y . Costa e S i l v a now i s 
p l a y i n g the game of promoting and re a s s i g n i n g those who 
were most i n t r a n s i g e n t t h a t n i g h t . 

Question: Why i s he going to put Aragao i n charge 
of the T h i r d Army? He i s such a h a r d l i n e r . 

Answer: The T h i r d Army s t a f f i s a, p r o f e s s i o n a l 
1 

homesteading s t a f f , x t i s a safe command because the 
j 

CG i s l i m i t e d i n h i s c a p a b i l i t y to stack the headquarters 
I 

w i t h h i s own people. On the basis of what he d i d on the 
n i g h t of the 12th, Aragao should not be promoted. 
Moreover, he i s tire'd and o l d and a r t e r i o s c l e r o s i s has 
set i n and he has become a b i t unstable. Nevertheless/ 
the general concensus i s t h a t he has earned t h i s s t a r . 


