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i l i t a r y C r i t i c i s m o f B r a z i l i a n ; - T r i u m v i r a t e 
A number o f h i g h - r a n k i n g B r a z i l i a n Army 

o f f i c e r s are a g i t a t i n g a g a i n s t t h e t r i u m v i r a t e 
form o f government t h a t r e p l a c e d a i l i n g P r e s i ­
dent Costa e S i l v a on 31 August. 

Gen Albuquerque jLima views t he t r i u m v i r a t e 
as t o o awkard and diss"en"sion-ridden t o f u n c t i o n 
s m o o thly. As t h i s becomes more ap p a r e n t , he 
b e l i e v e s t h e army h i g h command w i l l be f o r c e d t o 
name a s i n g l e m i l i t a r y c h i e f t o head up th e govern 
ment u n t i l Costa e S i l v a ' s term ends n e x t March. 

Gen Syseno iSarmento_, commander o f th e key 1 s t 
Army based i n Rio de J a n e i r o , shares t h e b e l i e f 
t h a t t h e three-way d i v i s i o n o f power was unwise. 
He expects m i l i t a r y demands f o r a s w i t c h t o a one-
man system t o i n c r e a s e a f t e r the 7 September 
B r a z i l i a n Independence Day c e l e b r a t i o n s . One o f 
Syseno's s u b o r d i n a t e s , 1 s t D i v i s i o n Commander Gen 

^Castilho... t o l d h i s o f f i c e r s on th e 1 s t t h a t he 
would not t o l e r a t e t h e a i r f o r c e ' s h a v i n g an eq u a l 
v o i c e w i t h the army i n r u n n i n g t h e government. 
Other h a r d - l i n e g e n e r a l s who have l o n g opposed 
P r e s i d e n t Costa e S i l v a ' s e f f o r t s t o r e t u r n the 
c o u n t r y t o some form o f c i v i l i a n r u l e are a l s o 
p r e a c h i n g d i s s e n s i o n . 

These elements have n o t y e t mustered enough 
s t r e n g t h t o f o r c e a change. S e v e r a l g e n e r a l s , 
eager t o succeed the P r e s i d e n t , have stepped up 
t h e i r maneuvering, however, and a power s t r u g g l e 
w i t h i n the m i l i t a r y seems t o be shaping up. 
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