
Maj Gen Joao D u t r a de CASTILHO 
March 1969 

(U) NAME: Maj Gen Joao D u t r a de C a s t i l h o 
(cans-TEEL-hoh), Army. 

(U) POSITION: Commander, 1st I n f a n t r y 
D i v i s i o n , V i l a M i l i t a r , Guanabara, from 
Mar 1968. 

(s/NFD) SIGNIFICANCE: An aggress ive , energet­
i c o f f i c e r , he i s an o u t s t a n d i n g l e a d e r and 
has an e x c e l l e n t p r o f e s s i o n a l r e p u t a t i o n i n 
t h e army. He i s i n f l u e n c e d by h i s p e r s o n a l 
a n t i p a t h y t o w a r d Communism and h i s r e l a t i o n ­
s h i p w i t h associates and s u p e r i o r s i s c o n d i ­
t i o n e d by h i s a t t i t u d e (withdraws support i f 
he b e l i e v e s t h e person has become l a x i n d e a l ­
i n g w i t h what he considers l e f t i s m ) . He i s 
v e r y p o p u l a r w i t h j u n i o r o f f i c e r s and supported t h e C a p t a i n ' s M a n i f e s t o 
o f Nov .1967 t h a t p u b l i c i z e d d i s s a t i s f a c t i o n o f younger o f f i c e r s w i t h 
army l e a d e r s h i p . He i s a p a r a t r o o p e r and served as Commander o f t h e 
F i r s t A i r b o r n e D i v i s i o n (Nucleus) from 196k t o 1966. He a t t e n d e d t h e 
Modern Weapons Course, U.S. Army A i r Defense School , F o r t B l i s s , 
Texas, i n i960. 

(S/NFD) POLITICS: 

(s/NFD) I n t e r n a t i o n a l : S t r o n g l y ant i-Communist ; he i s v e r y 
f r i e n d l y t o w a r d t h e U n i t e d States and has agreed w i t h t h e U n i t e d States 
p o s i t i o n i n the Dominican Republic and i n Vietnam. He b e l i e v e s t h a t 
l e f t i s t s are t r y i n g t o d e s t r o y t h e f r i e n d s h i p between t h e U.S. and 
B r a z i l . 

(s/NFD) I n t e r n a l : A r i g h t w i n g c o n s e r v a t i v e , he was h e a v i l y 
i n v o l v e d i n t h e p l o t t i n g b e f o r e t h e Apr I96U r e v o l u t i o n t h a t ousted 
l e f t i s t - t e n d i n g P r e s i d e n t Joao G o u l a r t , and p e r s o n a l l y a r r e s t e d t h e 
Governor o f Pernambuco a t i t s o u t s e t . •While l o y a l t o b o t h Pres ident 
Humberto C a s t e l l o Branco (196U-1967) and P r e s i d e n t A r t h u r da Costa e S i l v a 
( i n a u g u r a t e d 1967),~he i s g e n e r a l l y a s s o c i a t e d w i t h t h e h a r d l i n e f a c t i o n 
o f army o f f i c e r s who c r i t i c i z e t h e government f o r not t a k i n g s u f f i c i e n t l y 
d r a s t i c a c t i o n t o e l i m i n a t e l e f t i s t and c o r r u p t o f f i c i a l s . D u r i n g 1968, 
he became i n c r e a s i n g l y d i s g u s t e d w i t h Costa e S i l v a f o r h i s r e l a x e d 
a t t i t u d e t o w a r d p u b l i c d i s s e n t i o n and was considered t h e spokesman f o r 
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t h e h a r d l i n e r s . Pressure from C a s t i l h o r e p o r t e d l y was d i r e c t l y 
r e s p o n s i b l e f o r t h e harshness o f t h e I n s t i t u t i o n a l Act No. 5 
( p u b l i s h e d 13 Dec 1968) t h a t imposed censorship on i n f o r m a t i o n media 
and f u r t h e r r e s t r i c t e d p o l i t i c a l a c t i v i t y . He has been mentioned as 
a supporter o f Maj Gen Affonso Agusto de Alburquerque Lima, a l e a d i n g 
army o f f i c e r who r e s i g n e d as M i n i s t e r o f I n t e r i o r i n Jan 19&9, who has 
p r e s i d e n t i a l a m b i t i o n s . 

(C) PERSONAL DATA: 

(u) B i r t h : 8 Jun 1907 i n Rio de J a n e i r o , Guanabara. 

(U) F a m i l y : W i f e : M a r i a de C a s t i l h o (born i n R e c i f e ; Roman 
C a t h o l i c ; r a t h e r n e r v o u s ) . One m a r r i e d .daughter, one son (was f o r c e d 
out o f M i l i t a r y Academy i n f i n a l y e a r ) . 

(C) D e s c r i p t i o n : Stocky b u i l d (5'10", 180 l b s ) ; b l a c k h a i r 
( b a l d i n g ) ; b l a c k eyes; wears g lasses ; round face w i t h l a r g e mole on 
l e f t cheek; dresses c o n s e r v a t i v e l y ; aggressive and e n e r g e t i c (g ives 
i m p r e s s i o n o f s t r e n g t h and a u t h o r i t y ) ; once made a parachute jump 
on a dare ; does not d r i n k c o f f e e . 

(U) Language: N a t i v e Portuguese, -some E n g l i s h . 

(u) R e l i g i o n : Roman C a t h o l i c . 

( u ) D e c o r a t i o n s : B r a z i l i a n Order o f M i l i t a r y M e r i t ( O f f i c e r ) , 
M i l i t a r y Medal (Gold C l a s p ) , War Medal , Peacemaker Medal . 

(U) CAREER: 
192h 
1930 

Entered m i l i t a r y s e r v i c e , 8 Apr I92U. 
Guaduated from M i l i t a r y Academy; commissioned 
A s p i r a n t e ( p r o b a t i o n a r y 2d L t ) i n I n f a n t r y , 
21 Jan 1930. Promoted t o 2d L t , 2k J u l 1930. 
Promoted t o 1st L t , 22 Mar 1932. 
Student , Advanced Course, School o f Arms. 
Promoted t o Capt, 3 May 1937-
Student , General S t a f f Course, Army Command and 
General S t a f f School . 
Promoted t o M a j , 25 Jun 19*+6 ( t i m e - i n - g r a d e ) . 
Promoted t o L t C o l , 25 Oct 1951 ( m e r i t ) . 
Promoted t o C o l , 25 Aug 1956 ( m e r i t ) . 
Assigned t o 1st S e c t i o n ( P e r s o n n e l ) , Army General 
S t a f f , 1959-
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BRAZIL 
Maj Gen Joao D u t r a de CASTILHO 

March 1969 

i960 

i960 

1962-196U 

196*4 

196*4 

196*r 

196*4-1966 

1966-1968 

- Commander, Reserve O f f i c e r s T r a i n i n g Center, 
R e c i f e , i 9 6 0 . 

- S tudent , Modern Weapons Course, U.S. Army A i r 
Defense School , F t . B l i s s , Texas, 21 Aug-11 Sep 
I960. 

- Commander, l * t t h ("Guararapes") I n f a n t r y Regiment, 
V i l a M i l i t a r , R e c i f e , Pernambuco. 

- A c t i n g Commander, D i v i s i o n a l I n f a n t r y , 7'th I n f a n t r y 
D i v i s i o n , N a t a l , from Apr 196*4. Promoted t o B r i g 
Gen, J u l 196*4. 

- A c t i n g Commander, 7 th M i l i t a r y Region, R e c i f e , 
Pernambuco, from Aug 196*4. 

- Chief o f S t a f f , *4th Army, from Sep t o Dec 196*4. 
- Commander, F i r s t A i r b o r n e D i v i s i o n ( N u c l e u s ) , 

10 Dec 196*1-19 Dec 1966. Promoted t o Maj Gen, 
Nov I966. 

- Commander, 9th M i l i t a r y Region, Campo Grande, 
Mato Grosso, 19 Dec 1966-Mar 1968. 

- Commander, 1st I n f a n t r y D i v i s i o n , V i l a M i l i t a r , 
Guanabara, f rom Mar 1968. 
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