20th Century Reformation Hour
Collingswood, New Jersey

Dear Radio Listener: Octooer 1, 19957

While our boys are dying in YVietnam, we¢ have squared off here 1n the Jnited
States for the greatest battle in which we have ever been engaged for free speach
and the free exercise of religion. The radio programs, which you now hear, are
censored. The entire radio world has been shaken; it 1s stunned.

On August 14 the Federal Communications Commission sent out 1its new Jdirective
announcing a 310,000 fine that now hangs over the head of every radio station. : o4
a personal attack is made on an individual or group on aay program and that person
is not notified within seven days and given free time to make a reply, the fine
follows! The FCC has not defined what it means by a personal attack other than to
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cond, the controversial questilons of pub-

lic importance. The first has a $10,000 fine over every station. The second in-
volves the question, also, of the station's license renewal. DBut waat is a con-
troversial question of public importance? The FCC determines this in the final
analysis and it has ruled that there are no controversial questions of public im-
cortance in the area of religion. So this protects the National Council of Chur-
ches, and it is not necessary for stations to make a reasonable effort, as it 1is

called, to offer balanced programming.

The announced design of the '"Doctrine' is to provide for the airing of differ-
ent views, but the realistic effect is censorship and suppression. 1t 1is aimed
first at the political conservatives, and second at the religious fundamentalilsts; ;
a1d, since I come in my program under the second sesction, our program is listed by
the Institute for American Democracy (IAD) as No. 1. The Institute for American %
Democracy was organized, according to Broadcasting magazine, by leaders of the |
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