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rial-. "The Value of the Energy I t a i pu Will Generate" ] 
Onee again repor t s from Braz i l—th i s time from none other than General Costa 

Cavalcant i—stress something which in our country has been always overlooked and 
p r a o t i c a l l y denied by the negot ia to rs of the I t a ipu t r e a t y , the grea t importance 
the I t a i p u hydroe lec t r ic p lan t w i l l have for B r a z i l . 
General Costa Cavalcant i . who i s head of the I t a i pu b ina t iona l e n t e r p r i s e , has sa id , 
in e f f e c t , tha t the government's Investments in I t a i p u wi l l be rap id ly recovered since 
the energy to be produced by the powerplant w i l l represent about 111 mi l l ion b a r r e l s 
of o i l per year--each ba r r e l i s equivalent to 159 l i t e r s - -wh ich would cost Braz i l 
"about $1.2 b i l l i o n . " 
I t must be noted, however, t h a t General Costa Cavalcantis f igures are incomplete and 
consequently the r ea l f igures in d o l l a r s a re considerably higher than those he gave. 
In t h i s regard, we must note t ha t i t a i p u ' s generat ing capacity i s a t present estimated 
a t about 80,000 gigawatts or 80 b i l l i o n KW and tha t thermal e l e c t r i c power i s usua l ly 
estimated a t 3 KV per KG of o i l which means t ha t 175.5 mi l l ion ba r re l s of o i l a re 
needed to generate 80,000 g igawat t s . But more than 220 mi l l ion ba r r e l s would be 
needed since there i s a 30 percent increase in o i l needed to generate thermal 
e l e c t r i c i t y . 
At t h i s s tage of the evaluat ion of General Costa Cavalcant i ' s statement i t could be 
in te rpre ted tha t when he spoke of 111 mi l l ion b a r r e l s he was exclus ively discuss ing 
the e l e c t r i c i t y t ha t the I t a i p u t r e a t y grants to Braz i l ; i . e . , not tha t t o t a l 
80,000 gigawatts t ha t I t a i p u wi l l genera te , but r a the r only ha l f of t h i s amount with 
which the two f igures would be in complete agreement. 
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