
B I O G R A P H I C D A T A BRAZIL 
Brig Gen (Ret) Jose Costa CAVALCANTI 

June 1975 

(U) NAME: Brig Gen (Ret) Jose Costa Cavalcanti 
(kah-vahl-KAHN-tee), Army. 
(U) POSITION: Minis 

27 Jan I 9 0 9 . 
since 

(s/NFD) SIGNIFICANCE: A r e t i r e d army o f f i c e r 
who has been active i n p o l i t i c s since 1958, 
Brig Gen Cavalcanti was twice elected to the 
Federal Chamber of Beputies (1962 and 1966) and 
was appointed Minister of Mines and Energy i n 1967 
by the l a t e President Arthur Costa e Silva 
(President, 1966-1969)> He i s the p o l i t i c a l 
spokesman f o r the m i l i t a r y hardliners who 
advocate strong action against l e f t i s m and corruption i n the government and 
he often defended m i l i t a r y a f f a i r s while i n congress. Cavaleanti i s a 
serious, hardworking, and i n t e l l i g e n t administrator and an ambitious and 
vigorous leader. While on active duty, he was regarded as one of the most 
b r i l l i a n t f i e l d grade o f f i c e r s i n the Army (graduated f i r s t i n his class at 
the M i l i t a r y Academy and the Army Command and General Staff Schcol). He 
served as assistant m i l i t a r y attache i n Washington, D.C. 

(S/NFD) POLITICS: 

(C/NFD) International: Anti-Communist, n a t i o n a l i s t i c , and a staunch 
U.S. supporter. Open and completely at ease with U.S. diplomats. Brig 
Gen Cavalcanti received advanced i n f a n t r y t r a i n i n g at Fort Benning, Georgia. 

(S/NFD) I n t e r n a l : Cavalcanti supported the Apr I96U revolution that 
ousted L e f t i s t JoSo Goulart (President, I 9 6 I - I 9 6 U ) from the presidency. 
He was a close confidant and important adviser-to Goulart's successor, 
President Humberto' Castello Branco (President, 196^-1967). He is a member 
of the hardline f a c t i o n which advocates'a f i r m , even authoritarian approach 
to solving Brazil's problems, especially those of subversion and corruption. 
He warmly endorsed the I n s t i t u t i o n a l Act No. 5 of 13 Dec 1968 which imposed 
censorship on the' news media and further r e s t r i c t e d p o l i t i c a l a c t i v i t y . 
Very ambitious p o l i t i c a l l y , he acti v e l y sought the governorship of the state 
of Pernambuco i n 1970, and at one time had ambitions f o r the vice-oresidency 
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under the then incumbent President Emilio Garrastazii Medici (President since 
1969)- He was f i r s t elected to the Federal Chamber of Deputies i n 1962 
on the t i c k e t of the now defunct National Democratic Union (LION). He was 
reelected to the Chamber i n 1966 as a member of the currently r u l i n g 
party, the National Renewal Alliance (ARENA). 

(S/NFD) PERSONAL DATA: 

(u) B i r t h : 6 Jan 1918 i n Fortaleza, Ceara State, B r a z i l . 

(S/NFD) Family: Wife, Haidea Correa Cavalcanti (pro-U.S.; speaks 
excellent English). Brother, Col Boaventura Costa Cavalcanti (a leading 
member of the hardline f a c t i o n who was active i n the Apr 1964 Goula^t ouster: 
f o r c i b l y r e t i r e d from the army i n I 9 6 9 ) . His other brother, Col Manuel 
Costa Cavalcanti reputedly considers himself a l i b e r a l . Children ( 3 ) : 
Jose (m), born about 1946; Magda Maria ( f ) , born about 1950; t h i r d c h i l d , 
name, date of b i r t h , and sex not known. 

(C/NFD) Description: Stocky b u i l d ( 5 ' 1 1 " , 186 l b s ) ; brown ha i r , 
wears t i n t e d glasses. Quiet; pleasant; sociable; w e l l - l i k e d by his co­
workers . 

(U) Languages: Native Portuguese, excellent English, good Spanish 
and French. 

(U) Religion: Roman Catholic. 
- - " 

(u) Decorations: U.S. Legion of"Merit, (Degree: O f f i c e r ) . B r a zilian 
M i l i t a r y Medal (Silver Clasp); War Service Medal; Medal of the Peacemaker; 
Ruy Barbosa Medal. 

(U) CIVIL EDUCATION: Primary and secondary i n Brazil.. 

(U) CAREER: 
1934-1937 - Cadet, M i l i t a r y Academy, Realengo, graduated f i r s t i n 

class, 1937- Commissioned Probationary 2d Lt i n 
In f a n t r y , 22 Nov 1937-

1938 - Promoted to 2d L t , 30 Dec 1938. 
1940 - Promoted to 1st L t , 25 Dec- 1940. 

? Commander, Infantry Company. 
1944 - Adjutant, 4 t h Section", General St a f f , Brazilian 

Expeditionary Force of the I n t e r i o r . Promoted to Capt, 
25 Dec 1944. 

1948-1951 - Student, Army Command and General Staff School, Rio 
de Janeiro (graduated f i r s t i n class). 

1951 - Student, Infantry Officers Advanced Course, U.S. Army 
Infan t r y School, Fort Benning, Georgia (graduate:' f i r s t 
i n class). 
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1951-1955 - Instructor, Infantry and General Tactics Courses, 
Army Command and General Staff School. Promoted to 
Maj, 25 Jan 1952. 

1955-1958 - Assistant M i l i t a r y Attache, Washington, D.C., Aug 1955-
Feb 1958. Concurrently, Member, Inter-American 
Defense Board and Brazil-U.S. Defense Commission, 
Washington, D.C. 

1959 - Promoted to Lt Col. 
1959-1962 - Leave of absence to become Secretary f o r Public 

Security, Pernambuco State. ' 
1962-1967 - Deputy from Pernambuco State, Federal Chamber of 

Deputies, from Oct 1962. Concurrently, Vice Chairman 
and then Chairman, National Security Commission. 
Retired from active duty as Brig Gen, reportedly i n 
1966. 

I967-I968 - Minister of Mines and Energy, from Mar 1967- Visited 
England, France, West Germany, Canada and U.S. 
touring nuclear power plants, Nov-Dec I968. 

1969-Present - Minister of I n t e r i o r , from 27 Jan 1969-

NO FOREIGN DISSEM 

SECRET 

D E C L A S S I F I E D 

Authority M Ml)b 



SECRET 

B I O G R A P H I C D A T A BRAZIL 
Brig Gen (Ret) Jose Costa CAVALCANTI 

June 1973 

(U) NAME: Brig Gen (Ret) Jose Costa Cavalcanti 
(kah-vahl-KAHN-tee), Army. 

(U) POSITION: Minister of I n t e r i o r since 
27 Jan 1969. 

(S/NFD) SIGNIFICANCE: A r e t i r e d army o f f i c e r 
•who has been active i n p o l i t i c s since 1958? 
Brig Gen Cavalcanti was twice elected to the 
Federal Chamber of Deputies (1962 and 1966) and 
was appointed Minister of Mines and Energy i n 1967 
by the late President Arthur Costa e Silva (u) 19&7 
(President, 1966-1969). He i s the p o l i t i c a l 
spokesman for the m i l i t a r y hardliners who 
advocate strong action against l e f t i s m and corruption i n the government and 
he often defended m i l i t a r y a f f a i r s while i n congress. Cavalc'anti i s a 
serious, harlworking, and i n t e l l i g e n t administrator and an ambitious and 
vigorous leader. While on active duty, he was regarded as one of the most 
b r i l l i a n t f i e l d grade o f f i c e r s i n the Army (graduated f i r s t i n his class at 
the M i l i t a r y Academy and the Army Command and General Staff School). He 
served as assistant m i l i t a r y attache i n Washington, D.C. 

(S/NFD) POLITICS: 

(C/NFD) Inter n a t i o n a l : Anti-Communist, n a t i o n a l i s t i c , and a staunch 
U.S. supporter. Open arid completely at ease with U.S. diplomats. Brig 
Gen Cavalcanti received advanced i n f a n t r y t r a i n i n g at Fort Benning, Georgia. 

(S/NFD) I n t e r n a l : Cavalcanti supported the Apr 1964 revolution that 
ousted L e f t i s t J0S0 Goulart (President, 1961-1964) from the presidency. 
He was a close confidant and important adviser-to Goulart's successor, 
President Humberto" Castello Branco (President, I96U-I967) . He i s a member 
of the hardline f a c t i o n which advocates a f i r m , even authoritarian approach 
to solving Brazil's problems, especially those of subversion and corruption. 
He warmly endorsed the I n s t i t u t i o n a l Act No. 5 of 13 Dec 1968 which imposed 
censorship on the' news media and further r e s t r i c t e d p o l i t i c a l a c t i v i t y . 
Very ambitious p o l i t i c a l l y , he ac t i v e l y sought the governorship of the state 
of Pernambuco i n 1970, and at one time had ambitions f o r the vice-oresidency 
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under the then incumbent President Emilio Garrastazu Medici (President since 
1969)- He was f i r s t elected to the Federal Chamber Of Deputies i n 1952 
on the t i c k e t of the now defunct National Democratic Union' (UDN). He was 
reelected to the Chamber i n I966 as a member of the currently' r u l i n g 
party, the National Renewal Alliance (ARENA); 

(S/NFD) PERSONAL DATA: 

(U) B i r t h : 6 Jan 1918 i n Fortaleza, Ceara State, B r a z i l . 

(S/NFD) Family: Wife, Haidea Ccrrea Cavalcanti (pro-U.S.; speaks 
excellent English). Brother, Col Boaventura Costa Cavalcanti (a leading 
member of the hardline f a c t i o n who was active i n the Apr 196U Goulart ouster; 
f o r c i b l y r e t i r e d from the army i n I 9 6 9 ) . His other brother, Col Manuel 
Costa Cavalcanti reputedly considers himself a l i b e r a l . Children ( 3 ) : 
Jose (m), born about 1946;.Magda Maria ( f ) , born about 1950; t h i r d c h i l d , 
name, date of b i r t h , and sex not known. 

(C/NFD) Description: Stocky b u i l d (5'H", 186 l b s ) ; brown ha i r , 
wears t i n t e d glasses. Quiet; pleasant; sociable; w e l l - l i k e d by his co­
workers . 

(u) Languages: Native Portuguese, excellent English, good Spanish 
and French. 

(u) Religion: Roman Catholic. 

(U) Decorations: U.S. Legion of'Merit, (Degree: O f f i c e r ) . B r a z i l i a n 
M i l i t a r y Medal (Silver Clasp); War Service Medal; Medal of the Peacemaker; 
Ruy Barbosa Medal. 

(U) CIVIL EDUCATION: Primary and secondary i n B r a z i l . 

(U) CAREER: 
1934-1937 

1938 
1940 

1 
1944 

1948-1951 

1951 

Cadet, M i l i t a r y Academy, Realengo, graduated f i r s t i n 
class, 1937- Commissioned Probationary 2d Lt i n 
Infa n t r y , 22 Nov 1937-
Promoted to 2d L t , 30 Dec 1938. 
Promoted to 1st L t , 25 Dec-1940. 
Commander, Infa n t r y Company. 
Adjutant, 4th Section, General Staff, 
Expeditionary Force of the I n t e r i o r . 
25 Dec 1944. 
Student, Army Command and General Staff School, Rio 
de Janeiro (graduated f i r s t i n class). 
Student, Infantry Officers Advanced Course, U.S. Army 
Infan t r y School,'Fort Benning, Georgia (graduate;' f i r s l 
i n class). 

Brazilian 
Promoted to Capt, 
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1951-1955 

1955-1958 

1959 

1959-1962 

1962-1967 

1967-1968 

1969-Present 

Brig Gen (Ret) Jose Costa CAVALCANTI 
<j une 1973 

- Instructor, Infantry and General Tactics Courses, 
Army Command and General Staff School. Promoted to 
Maj, 25 Jan 1952.' 

- Assistant M i l i t a r y Attache, Washington, D.C., Aug 1955-
Feb 1958. Concurrently, Member, Inter-American 
Defense Board and Brazil-U.S. Defense Commission, 
Washington, D.C. 

- Promoted to Lt Col. 
- Leave of absence to become Secretary f o r Public 

Security, Pernambuco State. 
- Deputy from Pernambuco State, Federal Chamber of 

Deputies, from Oct 1962. Concurrently, Vice Chairman 
and then Chairman, National Security Commission. 
Retired from active duty as Brig Gen, reportedly i n 
1966. --• 

- Minister of Mines and Energy, from Mar 1967- Visited 
England, France, West Germany, Canada and U.S. 
touring nuclear power plants, Nov-Dec 1968. 

- Minister of I n t e r i o r , from 27 Jan 1969-
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BRAZIL Jose COSTA CAVALCANTI 

M i n i s t e r o f I n t e r i o r 

C o l . (Ret.) Jose Costa 
C a v a l c a n t i was i n s t a l l e d as 
M i n i s t e r o f I n t e r i o r on 31 
January 1969. He had p r e ­
v i o u s l y served as M i n i s t e r o f 
Mines and Energy s i n c e t h e 
i n c e p t i o n o f t h e A d m i n i s t r a ­
t i o n o f P r e s i d e n t A r t h u r da 
Costa e S i l v a i n March 1967. 
O f f i c i a l s o f t h e US Embassy 
co n s i d e r Costa C a v a l c a n t i a 
s e r i o u s , h a r d - w o r k i n g , and 
i n t e l l i g e n t a d m i n i s t r a t o r . 
His s u b o r d i n a t e s f e e l t h a t he 
i s q u i c k t o p i c k up new ideas 
and t o understand d i f f i c u l t problems 

1967) 

Costa C a v a l c a n t i i s a member o f t h e h a r d l i n e 
f a c t i o n o f t h e government, which advocates a f i r m , 
even a u t h o r i t a r i a n approach t o s o l v i n g B r a z i l ' s 
problems, e s p e c i a l l y i n d e a l i n g w i t h s u b v e r s i o n 
and c o r r u p t i o n . He warmly endorsed the promulga­
t i o n on 13 December 1968 o f I n s t i t u t i o n a l A c t F i v e , 
which a l l o w s t h e P r e s i d e n t t o govern, i n essence, 
w i t h o u t the t r a p p i n g s or inconveniences o f a 
democracy. 

Costa C a v a l c a n t i i s am b i t i o u s p o l i t i c a l l y . 
He r e p o r t e d l y i n t e n d s t o seek t h e g o v e r n o r s h i p o f 
Pernambuco i n 19 70 and i s b e l i e v e d t o a s p i r e t o 
the Presidency o f t h e Republic. His p o l i t i c a l 
f u t u r e has been s i g n i f i c a n t l y weakened, however, 
by t h e r e c e n t f o r c e d r e t i r e m e n t o f h i s b r o t h e r , 
h a r d l i n e Col. F r a n c i s c o Boaventura C a v a l c a n t i 
J u n i o r , who had openly and a c t i v e l y d i s a g r e e d 
w i t h a number o f a d m i n i s t r a t i o n p o l i c i e s . Costa 
C a v a l c a n t i had n o t agreed w i t h o r s a n c t i o n e d h i s 
b r o t h e r ' s a c t i v i t i e s and accepted t h e P r e s i d e n t ' s 
d e c i s i o n t o f o r c e him o u t o f a c t i v e m i l i t a r y s e r ­
v i c e . N e t h e r t h e l e s s , l e a d e r s o f t h e government 
f e e l t h a t Costa C a v a l c a n t i s h o u l d have r e s i g n e d 
h i s p o s i t i o n i m m e d i a t e l y , s i n c e h i s c o n t i n u e d 
presence i n the government i m p l i e s a complete 
l a c k o f f a m i l y l o y a l t y , a f a c t o r c o n s i d e r e d v e r y 
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Jose COSTA CAVALCANTI (cont.) 

i m p o r t a n t i n t h e B r a z i l i a n c h a r a c t e r and c u l t u r e . 
They are o f the o p i n i o n t h a t h i s f a i l u r e t o r e s i g n 
may cause people t o r e g a r d him as a s e r v i l e o r 
fawning p o l i t i c a n . 

Costa Caval 
Cabinet has cos 
l e a s t t e m p o r a r i 
t o h i s person. 
Rodrigo O t a v i o 
M i l i t a r y Region 
th e B r a s i l i a a i 
him on two occa 
a g r e e t i n g . Th 
t h a t o t h e r s a t 

c a n t i ' s d e c i s i o n t o remain i n t h e 
t him c o n s i d e r a b l e p r e s t i g e , a t 
l y , and has even b r o u g h t a f f r o n t s 
For example, on 20 May 1969 Gen. 

Jordao Ramos, commander o f the 9 t h 
encountered Costa C a v a l c a n t i a t 

r p o r t and d e l i b e r a t e l y walked past 
s i o n s w i t h o u t so much as nodding 
e snub was r e p o r t e d l y so apparent 
t h e a i r p o r t were stunned. 

Jose Costa C a v a l c a n t i was born on 6 January 
1918 i n F o r t a l e z a , Ceara. He e n l i s t e d i n the 
army i n 19 35 and graduated from t h e M i l i t a r y 
Academy i n 19 37. He subsequently h e l d m i l i t a r y 
assignments i n F o r t a l e z a , Manaus, Belem, Belo 
H o r i z o n t e , and Rio de J a n e i r o . He spent 5 years 
as a p r o f e s s o r o f m i l i t a r y t a c t i c s i n v a r i o u s m i l i ­
t a r y s c h o o l s , a t t e n d e d t h e B r a z i l i a n General S t a f f 
C o l l ege i n 1948, and completed t h e i n f a n t r y o f f i c e r s ' 
advanced course a t F o r t Benning, Georgia, i n 1951. 
He became a s s i s t a n t m i l i t a r y a t t a c h e i n Washington, 
D.C., i n 1955. 

A f t e r 3 years i n t h e U n i t e d 
C a v a l c a n t i took a leave o f absen 
serve as s t a t e s e c r e t a r y o f p u b l 
nambuco from 1958 t o 1962, under 
nor C i d Sampaio. Costa Cavalcan 
i n e f f e c t i v e as s e c r e t a r y o f p u b l 
used h i s o f f i c i a l p o s i t i o n t o en 
t o t he Fe d e r a l Chamber o f Deputi 
t i c k e t o f t h e now d e f u n c t N a t i o n 
He was r e e l e c t e d t o t h e Chamber 
of t he N a t i o n a l Renewal A l l i a n c e 
ment p a r t y formed i n e a r l y 1966, 
p a r t i e s were a b o l i s h e d i n Octobe 
b e l i e v e d t o have r e t i r e d from t h 
year. 

S t a t e s , Costa 
ce from the army t o 
i c s e c u r i t y i n Per-
h i s c o u s i n , Gover-

t i was r e p o r t e d l y 
i c s e c u r i t y , b u t 
sure h i s e l e c t i o n 
es i n 1962, on the 
a l Democratic Union, 
i n 1966 as a member 
, a new, pro-govern-
a f t e r a l l e x i s t i n g 

r 1965. He i s 
e army i n t h a t same 
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Jose COSTA CAVALCANTI 
(co n t . ) 

Costa C a v a l c a n t i i s very f r i e n d l y toward the 
U n i t e d S t a t e s . He r e c e n t l y spent a month i n t h i s 
c o u n t r y s t u d y i n g n u c l e a r power. US di p l o m a t s have 
c o n s i s t e n t l y found him one o f t h e e a s i e s t M i n i s t e r s 
t o t a l k t o . Although he was d e p i c t e d i n the p a s t 
as a n a t i o n a l i s t , as M i n i s t e r of Mines and Energy 
he c o n s i s t e n t l y m a i n t a i n e d a moderate approach t o 
the s e n s i t i v e q u e s t i o n o f whether B r a z i l s hould 
r e t a i n f u l l freedom t o develop p e a c e f u l uses o f 
n u c l e a r energy, i n c l u d i n g e x p l o s i v e s , and should 
remain s t e a d f a s t i n i t s o p p o s i t i o n t o the s i g n i n g 
o f t h e Nuclear N o n - P r o l i f e r a t i o n T r e a t y . More than 
once he s t a t e d p u b l i c l y t h a t B r a z i l s h o u l d approach 
n u c l e a r energy c a l m l y and " w i t h i t s f e e t on the 
ground," making i t c l e a r t h a t he d i s a g r e e d w i t h t h e 
"grandiose and s i m p l i s t i c view" o f t h e s u b j e c t p r e ­
sented by t h e M i n i s t e r o f F o r e i g n A f f a i r s , Jose de 
Magalhaes P i n t o . A c c o r d i n g t o a r e l i a b l e source, 
Costa C a v a l c a n t i c o n f i d e d t o a t r u s t e d s t a f f aide 
t h a t as f a r as he was p e r s o n a l l y concerned, B r a z i l 
f o r t h e ne x t 20 t o 30 years had more than i t c o u l d 
do t o u t i l i z e i t s v a s t , untapped h y d r o e l e c t r i c 
p o t e n t i a l , and t h a t B r a z i l was i l l equipped or p r e ­
pared t o e n t e r i n t o s e r i o u s n u c l e a r development 
which c o u l d l e a d t o e x p l o s i o n s f o r p e a c e f u l purposes. 
He d i d i n d i c a t e , however, t h a t B r a z i l s hould n o t 
ab d i c a t e her r i g h t t o develop the c a p a b i l i t y t o 
make such e x p l o s i o n s a t some f u t u r e d a t e . I n view 
o f Costa C a v a l c a n t i ' s r e p o r t e d p r e s i d e n t i a l a s p i r a ­
t i o n s , such seemingly u n s e l f i s h p o l i t i c a l b e h a v i o r 
i s w o r t h n o t i n g . Moreover, i t c o n t r a d i c t s some 
i n t e l l i g e n c e i n f o r m a t i o n from h i s home s t a t e o f 
Pernambuco which contends t h a t he has a r e p u t a t i o n 
f o r b e i n g a s e l f - s e r v i n g p o l i t i c i a n . 

As I n t e r i o r M i n i s t e r , Costa C a v a l c a n t i i s 
charged w i t h d e a l i n g w i t h t h e myriad problems o f 
poverty-wracked N o r t h e a s t e r n B r a z i l , h i s n a t i v e 
r e g i o n . There i s no i n d i c a t i o n , however, t h a t he 
w i l l be w i l l i n g t o f i g h t w i t h h i s f e l l o w M i n i s t e r s 
t o promote N o r t h e a s t development ahead o f o t h e r 
p r i o r i t y p r o j e c t s . An outspoken p o l i t i c a l conserva­
t i v e , Costa C a v a l c a n t i n e v e r t h e l e s s i s n o t i d e n t i ­
f i e d — a t l e a s t on a n a t i o n a l l e v e l - - w i t h s t a t u s quo 
economic groups. On the o t h e r hand, he i s n o t ex­
pected t o b l a z e any new t r a i l s i n t h e r e f o r m area. 
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Jose COSTA CAVALCANTI (cont.) 

Most observers f e e l t h a t he w i l l p r o b a b l y prove t o 
be a competent b u t u n s p e c t a c u l a r M i n i s t e r o f 
I n t e r i o r , j u s t as he was a competent b u t unspec­
t a c u l a r M i n i s t e r o f Mines and Energy. 

P e r s o n a l l y , Costa C a v a l c a n t i i s a q u i e t , pleas 
a n t , s o c i a b l e i n d i v i d u a l , w e l l l i k e d by h i s 
coworkers. M a r r i e d t o t h e former Haidea Correa, 
he i s t h e f a t h e r o f t h r e e c h i l d r e n . Both Costa 
C a v a l c a n t i and h i s w i f e speak e x c e l l e n t E n g l i s h . 

J u l y 1969 
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