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Biographic Data - Brazil (U) 

(U) NAME; Marshal Odylio DE*NYS (DEH-nee). 

(U) POSITION; Minister of War, since 11 February 1960. >i; 

(U) BIRTH: Born 17 February 1692 at Padua, State of Rio de Janeiro, of 
French-Swiss paternal, (Portuguese?) Brazilian aaternal ancestry.

1

 He 
i s brother of Olindo Denys, now r e t i r e d as a gentleman farmer i n the State 
of Bio de Janeiro, who was Col of A r t i l l e r y i n 1958, who e a r l i e r attended 
the U.S. Army Command and General Staff School, Fort Leavenworth. He i s 
also the uncle of Brig Gen Id a l i o Sardenberg. (BraglHfrir government, 
peteo-toom monopoly) and Col I r t o Sardenberg*". 

(U) FAMILY; K i f e , Helza Cunha
1

; married ? (close personal friend of 
Marshal Lott: very popular among high-ranking government and m i l i t a r y 
d i g n i t a r i e s . Children: Three sons, two daughters, names and ages 
unknown, ( a l l married). Two sons are Army o f f i c e r s , one is a diplomat; 
both daughters are married to Army o f f i c e r s , one to Lt Col Gabriel Aguiar.

J 

(U) CIVIL EDUCATION AND TRAVEL: C i v i l i a n elementary and high school. 
Never accepted a foreign assignment, has been out of Brazil only twice: 
22 days i n Europe i n 1956, one week i n Argentina

1

 (when?). 

(U) LANGUAGES: Native Portuguese; speaks French, understands Spanish; 
reads English and understands i t a l i t t l e , but does not speak l t . 

(0) RELIGION: Soman Catholic.
1 

1 

(U) CAREER; 

1912-1915 

1915 

1916-1921 

1922 

1923-1931 
1932 
1933 

- Cadet i n M i l i t a r y Academy, graduating with appointment 
5 Apr 1915 as Aspirante (Brevet 2d L t ) . What branch 
ef service? 

- Duty i n Bags, Rio Grande do Sul
1 

- Unknown. Promoted to 2d Lt 10 Jan 1917, 1st Lt 24 Jun 
1921.

1 

- Assignment unknown. Participated i n a revolution.
1 

- Unknown. Promoted to Capt 29 Dec 1927.
1 

- Service i n 2d I n f Regt i n (suppression of?) Sao Paulo 
Constitutionalist Revolution.* . 

- Unknown. Promoted to Maj 10 Feb 1933.
4 



Biographic Data - Brazil (U) 

1934 - Member of Executive Staff (Gabinete) of Minister of 
War, Gen Pedro de Goes Monteiro.

4 

1937 - Comdr, 7th Lt I n f Bn, Porto Alegre. Promoted to Lt 
Col 7 Sep 1937.

1 

1936-1939 - Unknown. 
1940-1945 - Comdr, M i l i t a r y Police ( s l a t e guard), Federal D i s t r i c t 

(now Guanabara State), reportedly keadled t h i s Job 
very w e l l .

5

.
9

. Promoted to Col 5 Mar 1940, to Brig 
Gen 29 Dee 1942. Not returned to Active Army service 
u n t i l decree of 7 Jan 1946.

5

; did be command the M i l i t a r y 

$k - C o ^ f f l n r ^ ^ Grande do Sul (from 
26 Jun

1

 to 21 Oct 1946).
1 0

 Promoted to Baj Gen 4 Oct 
1946.

1 

1946-1948 - Comdr, 1st I n f Div, Federal D i s t r i c t (new Guanabara 
State) (from 21 Oct 1946).

1

'
5

*
1 0 

1948- 1949 - Comdr, 2d M i l i t a r y Region and 2d I n f Div, Sao Paulo 
(from 1 Dec 1946)*•

7 

1949- 1950 - Comdr. Central M i l i t a r y Zone (now I I Army). Sao Paulo 
(from 11 Feb 1949).

1 

1950(-1952?) - Chief, Administration Dept. War Ministry (from 9 Mar 1950), 
Promoted to Lt Gen 2 Aug 1952.

1 

l952-(19543 - Comdr, Southern M i l i t a r y Zone (now I I I Army, Cu r i t i b a ? ) . 
(Concurrently?) member of commission to formulate plans 
for bringing back remains of expeditionary soldiers 
buried i n Brazilian m i l i t a r y cemetary at P i s t o i a , 
I t a l y (appointed 10 Oct 1952; served u n t i l what date?). 

1954-1960 - Comdr, I Army (known as Eastern M i l i t a r y Zone u n t i l Aug 
1956), Rio de Janeiro, the most important and powerful 
troop command i n the Army.

1

 Absent on leave to "study" 
i n Paris 5 Oct-7 Nov 1956,

 x

«
1 3

 v i s i t i n g b a t t l e f i e l d s 
i n France, Germany, and Belgium (are dates correct? 
Original stated he was granted leave on 1 Dec 1956 and 
returned from leave on 7 Nov 1956, after spending 22 
days away.).

1

 Reaehed forced retirement for service 
i n grade i n Aug 1956, but a special law ("Denys Law") 
permitted him to continue u n t i l mandatory retirement 
age of 66,

1 1

 when r e t i r e d 14<
17?

> F*b l$58 bat 
immediately recalled to active d u t y

2

*
1 4

 by special 
l e g i s l a t i o n expiring i n Feb i960.

1 1

 Transferred to 
Reserve 11 Nov 1958 to permit promotion to Marshal 
(retroactive to 15 Oct 1956) and immediately recalled 
to active duty a t h i r d time, continuing i n the same 
p o s i t i o n .

1 4 

1960-^U- - Minister of War (appointed 11 Feb i960).
1

 This 
position allows him to continue on active duty. 

-2-
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(U) DECORATIONS: U.S. Legion of Merit (grade of Commander); French Officer 
o f Legion of Honor; Portuguese Grand Cress of Military Merit; Paraguayan 
National Order of Merit (Grand Cross); Peruvian Military Order of Ayacucho; 
Brazilian Order of Military Merit (Grand Knight), Order of Aeronautical 
tferit (Grand Officer), Military Medal with Silver Claap, War Medal, 
Pacifier Medal, Santos Dement Medal of Merit ( S i l v e r ) . 

(C) PERSONAL CHARACTERISTICS; Handsome,
6

 fairlv t a l l U ' l " )
1

 and well 
built, with good military bearing though not a particularly neat dresser. 
In very fine physical condition for his age.

1

 He moves slowly, smiles 
rarely,

1

 speaks with a low voice, does net shout at subordinates, appears 
a l i t t l e pompous by U.S. standards.

,?

 Not talkative, very reserved, hard 
to know. Probably Brazil's best troop commander, makes good use of his 
staff officers!'has a very high reputation in military profession,

1

'
6

. 
Strict disciplinarian, believes in maintaining law and order. Appears 
to be well educated,

6

 though there are conflicting reports ooncerning his 
intelligence. Bis hobby i s reading history; i s a strong admirer of Napoleon, 
Rommel, Patfcon, and Leclerc. He is a heavy smoker, drinks very l i t t l e , and 
rarely attends social functions.

1

 He is described as opportunistic and 
ambitious, and some consider this factor could cause a change in any of 
his political and personal loyalties. Notwithstanding his marital status, 
an unconfirmed report made in the spring of 1956 by a responsible source 
stated that Denys rather recently had approached a young soldier with 
immoral intentions; the incident was referred to as being top secret" 
in higher echelons of the Brazilian Army, but the government's opposition 
press is said to have referred to i t in not-unveiled terms.

14 

(C) POLITICS; Not an overt^politician; reports others* opinions as long as 
they are not subversive.

1

 Denys strongly supports constitutional procedures, 
as shown in his nonpartisan and objective fulfillment of his important 
responsibilities as Minister of War during the ^October 1960 election, 
even though his long-time close associate Marshal Lott was a candidate. 
Denys' attitude was so important that he probably would have been dis­
missed i f Lott had won. Denys apparently considered i t a mistake for an 
Army officer to seek the Presidency and, like most of the Army, may have 
considered Lott undesirable as President because of his f i s c a l austerity 
toward the Armed Forces ( i s this true?). Denys has the greatest influence 
of any individual over the Army, his power depending on personal loyalties 
or on his position* and favored because he had l i t t l e overt connection 
with the November 1955 "counter-coup", by which Marshal Lott ensured his own 
continuance as Minister of War and the assumption of the Presidency by 
President Kubitschek. Denys reportedly master-minded that "counter-
coup"/ however, and Lott considered him indispensable in 1955-1960 to 
control over the Army.^ During that period, Denys was said to be very 
close to Lott, with considerable influence over him. Was a long-time friend 
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T H E N E W YORK TIMES, 
Brazilian Strong Man 

Odilio Denys 

M a n 
in the 
N e w s 

MA R S H A L O D I L I O D E N Y S , the "strong man" of the Brazi l ian Army, has built a reputation during forty - e ight years on act ive duty of being a soldier de­voted to keeping his country's l aws and upholding the Con­stitution. H e is v igorously anti-Communist . But at criti­cal moments in Brazil 's turbulent political history, Marshal D e n y s (pronounced de-N E E ) h a s a l w a y s shown himself t o be a moder­ate who stood for civil ian rule through constitutional processes . 
The 6 9 - y e a r - o l d marshal , w h o graduated from the B r a ­zil ian a r m y academy t h e s a m e year Pres ident E i sen ­hower finished a t W e s t Point , recent ly made th i s s ta tement of h i s v i ews on t h e relat ion­ship of the armed forces w i t h national pol i t ics: 
"Politics i s a mat ter for the polit icians w h o i t is hoped wil l k n o w h o w to do their difficult job well . The job of t h e armed forces i s to serve the law and defend the in ­t egr i ty and honor of the na­tion." 
Marshall D e n y s i s a burly, 

tac i turn career soldier. H e 
h a s come u p t h e mi l i tary lad­
der and his s trength wi th in 
the a r m y has been that he is 
"a soldier's soldier." H e 
probably knows more about 
the individuals and conditions 
t h a t shape the Brazi l ian army 
than any other m a n on act ive 
duty. 

H e Shuns Publicity 
Marshal Denys shuns pub­

licity. When Brazil 's expedi-
tolnaxy force w e n t to f ight in 
Europe and North Africa w i t h 
t h e Al l ies in World War II, 
he remained beh ind Other 
mil i tary figures sprang to na­
tional prominence as wart ime 
M M M B d e r s . but when they 
returned Marshal Denys w a s 
chief ot mi l i tary police w i th 
jusidiction over Rio de Jan­
eiro, which w a s then the 
c a p i t a l 

Returning troops brought new ideas about the need for I democratic Government in I Brazil . Af ter fifteen years of 
ian rule by President Getulio Vargas , the country fe l t it w a s t ime for a change. A mil i tary coup brought about res ignat ion of Dr. Vargas and general e lect ions were called. Marshal D e n y s s tayed on t h e sidelines during the coup, but he mainttained public order in the capital. 

In October, 1955, Marshal 
D e n y s asserted his powerful 
posit ion in t h e a r m y in a 
manner t h a t affected the po­
litical life of Brazil . 

That month Brazil held na­tional e lect ions and Dr. Jusce-lino Kubitschek w o n the Presidency. There w a s con­siderable res is tance in the armed forces to Dr. Kubi-tschek's tak ing office on the I ground t h a t he had been backed by m a n y supporters of Dr. Vargas . 
A month after the 1955 elect ion but before Dr. Ku­bitschek took office, the in­ter im President, Carlos Luz, tried t o force the res ignat ion of W a r Minister Henrique Teixeira Lot t , a s trong sup-j porter of a legal succession. 

I Dr. Kubitschek's supporters interpreted this move as a jrelude t o an a t t empt to his access ion to the 

Associated Press 

The voice of the army 
Marshal D e n y s then made his move. On the n ight of Nov . 11, 1955, after General Lot t had left the Pres iden­tial palace, apparently out as minister, Marshal D e n y s pre­sided over a mee t ing of a r m y commanders in Rio. The re­sult of this meet ing w a s a telephone call to General Lot t urging h im t o return to t h e minis try a t dawn in defiance of Dr. Luz. The nex t morning troops occupied the streets of Rio. Dr. Luz boarded the cruiser Tamandare w i t h Gen. Juarez Tavora, who had lost the elec­tion to Dr. Kubitschek, and made a dash for Santos, t h e main port of Sao Paulo State , where the Governor w a s Dr . Janio Quadros. The plan w a s to establish the Government in Sao Paulo. 
A r m y forces were w a i t i n g when the cruiser arrived. I t w a s forced to return to Rio and Dr. Luz resigned in favor of the Pres ident of the Su­preme Court, w h o ruled until Dr. Kubitschek took office Jan. 31, 1956. 
Marshal D e n y s w a s due for retirement that year. B u t Dr. Kubitschek issued a special decree continuing h im on ac­t ive duty as commander of Brazil's eastern army forces. Later he named him W a r Minister. 

H e Continues a t P o s t 
When Dr. Quadros became 

President last January he 
invited Marshal D e n y s to 
continue as W a r Minister, al­
though he changed the n a v y 
and air force ministers. This 
w a s considered clear recogni­
t ion that Marshal D e n y s w a s 
the true voice of the a r m y 
and, as such, stood for keep­
ing the armed forcse on the 
side of the Constitution. 

After Dr. Quadros took of­
fice he consulted Marshal 
D e n y s and other top army 
commanders on nearly all 
major decisions, including the 
reestabl ishment of diplomatic 
relat ions w i th the Soviet U n ­
ion and the "hands-off" policy 
toward Cuba. 

The Marshal is as disci­plined in his personal life a s he expects h is subordinates to be in the army. H e rises a t 6 A. M. and spends a large part of his t ime inspect ing irrisons and interviewing of-ssional and per-
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Biographic Data - Brazil (U) 

(U) NAME: Marshal Odylio DENYS (DEH-nee). 

(U) POSITION: Minister of War, since 11 February 1960. 

(U) BIRTH: Born 17 February 1892 at Padua, State of Rio de Janeiro, of 
Swiss paternal ancestry. He is brother of Olindo Denys, Col of A r t i l l e r y 
in 1958, who ea r l i e r attended the U.S. Army Command and General Staff 
School, Fort Leavenworth, but was no longer in the Active Army in 1959. 
He is also the uncle of Col Idal i o Sardenberg, Director of Petrobras 
(Brazilian government petroleum monopoly). 

(U) FAMILY: Wife, name and marriage date unknown. Children: Several, 
names and ages unknown. One son is reportedly an o f f i c e r in the Army, 
presumably Maj Roberto Bayma Denys, born 1923. 

(U) CIVIL EDUCATION AND TRAVEL: Marshal Denys appears to be well educated. 
He has v i s i t e d Europe several times. 

(U) LANGUAGES: Native Portuguese; probably no others. 

(U) RELIGION: Probably Roman Catholic. 

(U) CAREER: 

1912-1915 

1915-1940 

1940-1945 

1946 
1946 

1946-1948 
1948- 1949 

1949- 1950 
1950 
1952 

1954-1960 

CONFIDENTIAL p*,* i of a 

- Cadet in M i l i t a r y Academy, graduating with 
commission as Aspirante (Brevet 2d L t ) . 

- Held increasingly important posts, served on 
several special m i l i t a r y missions abroad, 
participated in suppression of 1932 Sao Paulo 
revolution, was member of s t a f f of Minister of 
War (Gen Pedro de Goes Monteiro) in 1934. 
Promoted to Col 5 March 1940. 

- Comdr, M i l i t a r y Police (state guard), Federal 
D i s t r i c t . Promoted to Brig Gen 29 Dec 1942. 

- Comdr, Eighth M i l i t a r y Region, Belem. 
- CG, 3d I n f Div, Santa Maria, Rio Grande do Sul. 
Promoted to Maj Gen 4 Oct 1946. 

- CG, 1st I n f Div, Federal D i s t r i c t . 
- CG, Second M i l i t a r y Region and 2d I n f Div, Sao 

Paulo. 
- CG, Central M i l i t a r y Zone (now I I Army), Sao Paulo. 
- Chief of Administrative Department of the Army. 
- CG, Southern M i l i t a r y Zone. Promoted to Lt Gen 

2 Aug 1952. 
- CG, I Army (known as Eastern M i l i t a r y Zone u n t i l 
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May 1957), Rio de Janeiro, the most important 
and powerful troop command in the Army. Reached 
forced retirement for service in grade in 1956, 
but a special law ("Denys Law") permitted him to 
continue u n t i l mandatory retirement age of 66, 
when r e t i r e d 14 Feb 1958 but immediately recalled 
to active duty by special l e g i s l a t i o n expiring 
in Feb 1960. Transferred to Reserve 11 Nov 1958 
to permit promotion to Marshal (retroactive to 
15 Oct 1958) and immediately recalled to active 
duty a t h i r d time, continuing in the same po s i t i o n . 

1960 (11 Feb) - Appointed Minister of War. This position allows 
him to continue on active duty. 

(U) DECORATIONS: U.S. Legion of Merit (grade of Commander); French Officer 
of Legion of Honor; Portuguese Grand C r o s s of M i l i t a r y Merit; Paraguayan 
National Order of Merit (Grand Cross); Peruvian M i l i t a r y Order of Ayacucho; 
Brazilian Order of M i l i t a r y Merit (Grand Knight), Order of Aeronautical 
Merit (Grand O f f i c e r ) , M i l i t a r y Medal with Silver Clasp, War Medal, 
Pacifier Medal, Santos Dumont Medal of Merit ( S i l v e r ) . 

(C) PERSONAL CHARACTERISTICS: Handsome, f a i r l y t a l l and well b u i l t , Marshal 
Denys has good m i l i t a r y bearing. He is one of Brazil's most outstanding 
o f f i c e r s . He is not t a l k a t i v e and does not shout at subordinates, though 
he appears a l i t t l e pompous by U.S. standards. There are c o n f l i c t i n g reports 
concerning his i n t e l l i g e n c e , but he handled his commands well and makes 
good use of his s t a f f o f f i c e r s . He is described as opportunistic and 
ambitious, and some consider this factor could cause a change in any of his 
p o l i t i c a l and personal l o y a l t i e s . 

(C) POLITICS: Denys reportedly master-minded the counter-coup in November 
1955 by which Marshal Lott ensured his own continuance as Minister of War and 
the assumption of the Presidency by President Kubitschek. Denys is second 
only to Lott in influence in the Army, his power depending on personal 
l o y a l t i e s or on his p o s i t i o n . He is said to be very close to L o t t , with 
considerable influence upon him, and Lott long considered Denys indispensable 
to control over the Army. He was reportedly very pro-Allied during World War 
I I and fr i e n d l y toward the United States. 

(C) GENERAL COMMENT: Denys p o l i t i c a l future i s largely dependent on that of 
L o t t . He would be expected to play an important role i f Lott becomes 
President. 
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of Gen Pedro de Goes Monteiro.
4

 Denys reportedly was very pro-Allied during 
World War I I . ' *

9

 He i s ant1-Communist and fri e n d l y toward the U.S., but 
oriented more toward Europe than^toward the U.S. No U.S. nationals are known 
to enjoy close friendship with Denys or have any potential for influencing him. 
Being a great admirer of General Patten, Denys has expressed a desire to t a l k 
to some high U.S. Army o f f i c e r who served with Patton.

1 

(C) GENERAL COMMENT; Denys was retained as Minister of far probably because 
his strong personal influence could be r e l i e d upon to ensure the continued non-
p o l i t i c a l a t t i t u d e of the Army. I t appears l i k e l y , however, that President 
Quadros i s building up the influence and power of Gen Oswaldo Cordeira de Farias, 
somewhat behind the scenes, and presumably w i l l replace Denys l a t e r , presumably 
about the f a l l of 1961.

1 6 , 1 7

 Thereafter, Denys would r e t a i n considerable 
personal influence i n theA Army, but would sot be expected to use i t against 
constitutional authority, and probably would remain i n retirement ( i s t h i s 
estimate considered correct?). 

PHOTOGRAPH: 3-66-60; ACSI MIS 75344 (1958) 

Sources; 
1. R-66-60 
2. Weeka 14 Nov 58 Heel 
3. R-170-45 2 Mar 
4. R-597-45 
5. R-56-46 24 Jan 
6. R-100-48 
7. Weeka 3 Dec 48 
8. R-121-54 
9. R-6270-43 25 Nov 
10. R-724-46 29 Oet Unci 
11. R-36-53 
12. R-2-5B Conf 
13. R-187-57 Unci 
14. State Dept Biog Feb 1961 Conf 

15. >̂ *i LU-cU^ 
16. ArmA Cable C-l 3 Jan 61 Conf 
17. ArmA Cable U-44 17 Mar 61 



„ May 
* (zm I960) 

( ) POLITICS: Was reported/not strongly in f&vor of Marshal Lott for 

President, ana removed many prc-Lott officers about that time.19/ 

After the resignation of President quadros on 25 Aug 1961, he 6$ attempted 

to oppose the succession of Vice President Joao Goulart to the Presidency, 

cn the grcuna that ne was too pro-Communist, resulting in a c r i s i s in 

/6a, (>W /9t>) Au^ ui c~Z£a~ •̂ ug-Sep 1961, but failed in this effort.. 

iifflFl 


