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L, Persenalities

1., Biegraphical Sketches

DENYS, Odylie, Marshal, Minister of War —- Marshal Denys was ol
17 February 1892 at Padua, State of Rie de Janeire, sf ‘rench-Swiss
paternal and Braziliam matermal paremtage, Marshal Denys assumed
his pesitien as Minister ef War im February ef 1960 umder Fresident
Kubitschek, and was the snly cabimet minister retaimed when
President Quadres teek effice., Prier te his cabinet pest, Lsmpe he
served as Cemmandimg General of the First Army, He was named te
that pest, the mest impertant and pewerful cemmand im the Brazilian
Army, im 1954, His influence im the “rmy was censidered secend enly

MALS b

te the then-minister of war, Hemrique Teixsira LOTT, /\Denys was
scheduled fer statuatery retirement im August 1956, but Marshal Lett
prevailed en the geverament te pass the se-called "Denys Law", a
special bill allewing him te retaim his cemmand till the cempulsery
retirement age of 66, The appresval ef this bill raised eemsiderable
eppesitien in the yeumger military element and in Cengress., Om Februsy
17, 1958, his 66th birthday, he was placed en retirsment status,
but Marshal Lett arramged te have him recalled te immediate active

A
duty. Again, theis "reactivatiea" was widely cendemmed by eppesitien

congressmen, the press, and seme Army efficers, While serving as a
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treep commander in the early fifties, he was very eclese te the
treeps under him, making mumereus visits te treep areas. He played
a planning rele in the Ceup eof 1955, In spite of seme dissatisfactien
ameng fellew Army eofficers, he is theught te have firm centrel sver

the Army establishment,

Marshal Demnys entered the DPraziliam Military Academy inm
1912, graduated im 1915 as an Aspirante, was cemmissioned a Secend
Lisutenant in 1927, and returaned te therki;;F::{an instructer in
1918, He was premeted te Captaia im 1927, Majer im 1933, and in
1934 served en the staff ef the Minister of War, Ceneral E: Pedre
de GOES Menmteire., Im 1940 Marshal Denys was named Cemmander eof the
Military Pelice of the “ederal District, and in 1942 was premeted
te Brigadier Gemeral, Im 1946 he was elevated te the rank eof Majer
General while cemmanding the Third Iafantry Divisien at Santa Maria,
State ef ‘*ie Grande de Sul, He cemmanded the First Imnfantry Divisien
in the Federal Distriet im 1948, and them the Secend Military Regienm

and the Secend Infantry Divisiem at Sae Paule till Hecember, 1949,

He was later Cemmanding Gemeral eof the Central Military Zeme, (new
&
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the Secend Army), and in 1950 was appeinted Chief ef the Adminmis-
trative Department #f the War Ministry. In 1952 he was named Cemm-
aucior of the Seuthern Military Zenme (new the Third Army), and in
1954 he assumed cemmand ef the First Army, the mest impertant and
powerful tresp cemmand in the flrny. He retaimed this cemmand till

his appeintment as Minister eof War in 1960,

It was theught that President Quadres retained Marshal Denys
as Minister ef War because i his streng persenal influence ceuld
be relied upen te keep the Army asn-pelitical, It appeared, hewever,
that fresident Quadres was greeming General Oswalde Cerdeira de
FARIAS fer the new Minister of War, with intentien of replacing
Denys in the fall ef 1561, When Prasident Quadres resigned frem the
Presidency in August ef 1961, Marshal Denys remained as Minister ef
War during the peried of deciding whether ite allew Vice-President

Jeae Geulart te assume the presideney.

Denys is a tall, slew-meving, seber imdividual, He is g seft-speken,

a striet diciplinarian, drimks very little, and seldem sttends secial
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functiens, He is quite reserved amd thus is very difficult te
appreach, He is an avid student ef histery, particulary admirimg
Napslean, Remmel, Pattem, and Leclere, Denys is described as
eppertunistic and ambitieus. His native language is Pertuguese, tut
he speaks Fremch, and has an understanding ef Spanish, He ecar read
English; understands English te a small degres, but cannet speak it,
He has beern sutszide ef Brezil emly twice; shert trips te Eurepe and

Argentina,

Denys wasz reperted te bs pre-Allied during WW II., He is anti-
Cermunist and friendly teward the Hnited States, but mere clesely
eriented teward Eurepe than the United States., Denys is married
and the father of thres semns and twe daughters, Twe of the sens
are Army officers, ens a diplemat, and beth of his daughters are

marrisd te Army sfficers,
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Les Perseaszlities

1. Biegraphical Sketeches

DENIS, Odylie, lMarshal, Minister eof War —- Marshal Vemys wéy Bolst

17 February 1892 st Padua, State ef Ris de Janeire, ef ~rench-Swiss
paternal and Crazilian matermal parentage, Narshsl Denys assumed
his pesitiem as Hinister eof Har in February eof 1960 uader ‘resideat
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npertant and pewerful cemmand in the Jraziliam

Army, 4ia 1958, His iafluence in the “rmy was ceasidered secend enly

amavsial
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te the then-minister of war, Henrique Teixeira LOTT, A.}‘e-;‘:;-,': Has
gcheduled for statuatery retiremsnt in fugust 1956, but Marshal Lett

prevailed sn the gevermmesnt teo pass the so-called "Denys Law", a

specisl bill allewiag him te sretain his cemmand till the cempulssry

retiremsnt asge of 66, The approval of this bill rsised censiderable
sppesition in the yeunger military element aand in Cengress., OUm Februay
17, 1958, his 66th birthday, he was placed em retirem nt status,

but HMsrshal Lett arramced te have him recalled tse immediats active
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duty. Again, théis "reactivation" was widely cendemmed by eppssitisam
-

congrassmen, the press, and some Army offlcers, Vhile serviag as a
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troop cammander in' the sarly fifties, he vas very clese te the

troeps under him, making mumersus visits te treep areas, He played
} 9 § piay

a plamning rele in the Ceup af 1955, In spite eof seme dissatisfsctionm

amenr fellew Army officers, he is theught te have firm ecentrsl sver

the Army establishment.

Marshal Denys entered the Yrazilisa Military Academy in

1912, @raduated ia 1915 as an Aspirasate,

Lisutenant in 1937, aad returaed te the ﬁ a5 an iastructer in
1918, lie was prsmeted te Captain ia 1027, Hajar in 1933, and in
1934 served en the staff ef the Minister of War, Usneral i FPedre
de GOES Memteire. Ia 1940 Marshel Denys was named Cemmander ef the
Military Pelice ef the ¥ ederal District, and in 1942 was premeted
te Drigadier Gemersl, Ia 1946 he vas elevated te the ramk of Majer
General vhile commandiamg the Third Infaantry Divisiem at Santa laria,
State of **ieo (Grande de Sul, He cemmanded the First Infantry Divisien
in the ederal Distriet in 1948, and then the Seeend Military Regiem
~
and the Seegend Infantry Divisiem at Sae Paule till December, 1549,

He was later Ceomnanding Ceneral ef the Central Hilitary .;.:2, (new
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the Seeend Army), and in 1950 was appointed Chief of the Adminis-

trative Vepartment af the »ar Ministry. In 1952 he was named Coumne

ander of the Jsuthern Military Zene (new the Third Ammy), aml in

195% he assumed cemmand ef ‘the ¥irst Army, the mest impertant and

powerful tresp cemmand in the Srmy, He retasined this cemmand t1il

veintment as Minigter of ‘ar in 1960,

It wss thesugzht that
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as "inister of War bLecause mfl his streng persenal influence could
be relied upen: t® keep the Army nen-pslitical. It appsared, hewever,

that fresident (uadres was groominy Uensrsl Oswalde Cerdeira de

FARIAS Tor the new Minister of var, with iatention af replacing
Denys in the fall eof 1961, Vhen Fresident Quadres resigmed frem the
Presidency in August ef 19 51, Harshal Denys remained as liinister ef

War during the psried of deciding whather te allew Viece-Prasident

Jeas Geulart te assume the presidency.

Jenys is a3 tall, slew-meving, seber individual, He is % seft-speken,

a strict diciplinasrian, drinks wvery little, and seldem alttends secisl
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functions, He is quite reserved and thus is very difficult te
appresch, He is am avid student of histery, particulary admiring

Hapolean, lemmel, Patten, and lLeclere. Denys is desecribed as

native lanpuage is Fertuguese, ut

sppertunistie and ambitieus.

@ speaks Fremch, and has an wderstanding ef Spanish, He ean read

‘[.‘.

r#lishs understsnds Fnrlish te a small depree, ut eannet spesk

- twies; shert trips te urepe and

Jenys was repertsd te be pre-Allied during WW II, lHe is anti-

Communist and frieadly teward th: United ~tates, but mere clesely

4= | T | 3 - N . & e 2 3
Lian tae YRitad >tates, Janys 185 marrisd

sriented teward

sad the fTather of thres sens and twe deughters. Twe of the soms

are Army officers, eme a diplemat, and beth eof his daughters are

married teo Army officers,

DECLASSIFIED
Authority - AN r\m




