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1. (U) I CALLED ON ARMY MINISTER GEN, LYRA TAVARES AT MIDNIGHT

LAST NIGHT TO DELIVER MEDICINE FOR canICALLV fLL RELAT]VE WHICH

HAD BREEN BROUGHT AT MY REQUESY ARQARD REN, PORTER!S AIRCRAFT,

MRS, MOURA AND MAJ. BRINTNALL, J=2 DEV!SIGMQ USSOUTHCOM,

ACCOMPANIED ME, MINISTER AND MRS. LYRA TAVARES WERE ALONE AND

DESPITE LATE DINNER PARTY PREVIOUS EVENING AND TRIP TO SAO PAULO

YESTFRDAY, MINISYER WAS RELAXED.

2.(C) DESPIYTE HIS NORMAL RELUCTANCE YO DISCUSS DOMESTIC POLITICAL

SITUATION, GEN, LYRA ON THIS OCCASION WAS IN FORTHCOMING MOOD

WHICH CHARACTERIZED BY CONCERN, WE SAID THAT RAZILIAN AIR FORCE

(FABY WAS IN A STAYE OF CRISIS BECAUSE OF AYTEMPTS BY RADICAL

ELEMENTS TO UTILIZE SEARCH AND RESCUE (SAR)Y PARATROOPERS IN

'ELIMINATION® MISSIONS AGAINST CPPOSITION POLITICIANS AND STUDENTS,

AND THFE RESULTANYT REFUSAL OF SOMF SAR OFFICERS TO COMPLY. MORE~-

ALL Ggp‘FRUS“RATED ATTEMPT BY AIR INTELLIGENCE CHIEF
BUURN‘EQ TO ORDER SAR TROOPERS INTO SANTAREM, PAR&

; TONOR OF CONGRESSMAN (RETIRED BRIGADIER

ELLOsﬂg wHO WOUNDED [N LOCAL GBUN FIGHT, HWAS ADDED FUEL fO FAB

FIRES 0OF DISSENSION. AS RESULY OF BROUNIER ACTION, (HE ALSO

SAID INVOLVED IN PLANNED POLITICAL UTILIZATION OF SAR)};, WHICH BYs

PASSED BRIGADIER [TAMAR [ROCHA S DIRECTOR OF AIR ROUYES AND TIVULAR

HEAD OF SAR ELEMENTS, ITAMAR HAS RESIGNED (SOME QUESTION AS 7O

WHETHER HE WAS FIRED OR RESIGNEDY AND AY LEASY TWO POPULAR SAR

OFFICERS REASSIGNED.

3, (C) ACCORDING TO ARMY MINISTER, BRIGADIERS IN RIO WERE CIRCULATs

ING A MANIFESYO VYESTERDAY IN EFFORY YO GAIN SOLIDARITY SUPPQRT FOR

BRIGADIER ITAMAR, MINISTER LYRA TAVARES HAD HEARD THAT ]TMAR

HIMSFLF HAD URGED THAT MANIFESTO NOT BE PURSUED IN ORDER TO

AVOID FURTHER TENSIONS, OVERALL, HOWEVER, GEN, LYRA NOYT OPTl=-
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MISTIGC OVER GENERAL SITUATION (N FAB AND DEERLY CONCERNED THAT T
MIGHY SERVE AS GATALYSY FOR TRANSFERRAL OF TROUBLE TO NATIONAL
SCENE. WHEN 1 SUGGESTED TO THE MINISTER TYHAT CURRENT FAB CR1SIS
MIGWT LEAD 70 DISM]CEAL OR RESIGNATION OF AIR MINJSTER MARC0.

HE INDICATED THAT HE DID NOT THINK SO,

V4, (G) MINISTER LYRA TAVARES COUNDED QUITF PLDUMY IN REFERRING TO
NATIONAL SITUATION. WE SAID THAT THE NATIONAL PICTURF WAS NOT
GOOD, ('0 QUADRO GERAL DA NACAD NAD E ROM,*). IN REPLY 70 My

PROBE FOR MQRE INFORMATION HE WENT INYO A LONG DEFINITION OF THE
DIFFFRENT STAGES OF ENV]RONMENT WIYHIN WHICH A DEMOCRACY CAN
EX1ST: HE SAID THAT HIS RECENY STIMULATING QUESTION AND ANSWER
SESSION AT YHE V.S, NATIONAL WAR COLLEGE HAD CONVINCED HMIM THAT
AMERICANS DID NOY PERCEIVE THE PRECISE SITUATION IN BRAZIL.

WHILF PRAISING THE LAYE PRESIDENT CASTELLO BRANCC'S EFFORTS ON
BEWALF OF DEMOCRACY IN BRAZI{L, HF SAID THAT CASTELLO HAD FAJLED

YO PROVIDE THE TOOLS WITH WHIGH DEMOGRAGY cCOULD DEFEND ITSELF,

THE MINISTER WENT ON 7O QUOYE YHE 5 SEPTEMBER SPEECH IN THE
FEDERAL CHAMBER OF DEPUTY MARCIO ALVES WHO BLASTED THE MILITARY
INSTITUTION AND URGED THE PEOPLE NOT T0O ATYTEND THE 7 SEPTEMBER
INDEPENDENCE DAY PARADE, THE DEPUTY ALSO IMPLORED TYHE PEOPLE

NOT TO ASSOCIATE WITH MILITARY MEN AND URGED YOUNG WOMEN NOT TO
DATE OR MARRY OFFICERW CF THE ARMED FORCES, GEN, LYRA 81AD

YHAT HE HAD REMAINED AWAKE THE ENTIRE NIGHY OF S5-¢6 SEPTEMBER

(HE WAS IN BRASILIA FOR THE 5 SEPTEMBER RECEPTION FOR CHILEAN
PRESIDENT FRE!) AND YHAT HE HAD WRIYTEN A STERN, YHQUGH RESPECT-
FUL, PLEA FOR ACTION ON THE PART OF PRESIDENT COSTA E SILVA,

THE MIN]JSTER SAID THAT ON 7 SERTEMBER,; HE HAD SPENT MOSY OF THE
YIME DURING THE 3+HOUR FARADE IMPLORING YHE PRESIDENTS OF THE
SENATE AND CHAMBER TO TAKE ACTJION AGAINSY THE OFFENDING DEPUTY,

1] WENL TO-IHE US ON 8 _SEPTEMBER AND RETURNED nm i _SEPTEMBER TO
DISCOVER THAY NOTRINGHAD BEEN DONE,! H\famwwf.-gﬁ

5, (C) GENERAL LYRA S[AD THAT *A GROUP ARQUND THE PRESIDENTY AL~
WAYS SFEKS TO UNDQ (DESFAZER)Y “HEfTRUiH, IN THIS CONN””““ONa

HE SAID THAT HE AND GEN, SYSENO/AND TWO OVHWERS {NOT IDENTY

FIED, RUT ONE OF THEM PROBABLY IS GEN, [MURICY. ARMY PERSONNEL
CHIEF) WO ARE CLOSE FRIENDS OF THE PRESIDENT TAKE IMPORTANTY
MESSAGES TO HIM ON A REPEYITIVE RASI!S/IN ORDER TO PREVAIL OVER ;
THOSE WHO DISTORT RALITIES. 'THIS 1S NFCESSARY WITH THE '
PRESIDENT, " HE SAID, GEN LYRA SAID THAT HE OPED THAT MRS. COSTA !
E SILVA HAD INVITED GEN, SYSEND TO DINE WI!TH THE PRESIDENY TYODAY |
(THE PRESIDENY'S BIRTHDAY) BECAUSE LYRA WANTED SYSENO 7O DEL!VER
AN IMPORTANT MESSAGE TO COSTA E SILVA. HE ALSO INDICATED “HA. HE
WASN'T AWARE OF SUCH AN INVITAYINN BECAU E AS FAR AS HE KNEW;

ONLY THE CABINET WAS TO DINE NIIH COSYA E SILVA, ON THE OTHER
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HAND, HE ADMITTED THAT MRS, COSTA B SI|LVA WAS FOREVER HAK]ING
ARRANGEMENTS WITHOUT THE PRESIDENT®S KNQWLEDGE AND THAY SHE

WAS CLOSE TO GEN; SYSENQ AND THAY 1Y WOULD NOT BE SURPRISING

FOR SYSENQ T0 HAVE BEEN INVIYTED,

6. (6} THE ARMY MINISTER GSAAID THAT THE PRESIDENT HAS

ALREADY RESPONDED TO WIS % SERPTEMBER WRITTVEN ASSESSMENT B Sy8-
MITTING TO THE FEDERAL COURTS A REQUESY For THE SUGSPENSION FOR .

A PERIND OF 10 YEARS QOF THF POLITICAL RIGHTS OF DEPULA MARCIO
ALVES.: IN GEN, LYRA®S VIEW, THE CONSYITUTION PROVINES CLEARLY FOR
SUCH ACTION AGAINSY THOSE WKWOD WOILD DEMORALIZE THE INSTITUTION
CHARGED WITH GUARANTEEING SUCH OYHFR DEMOCRATIC INSTITUTIONS AS
THE CONGRESS ITSFLF. A MEMBER oOF CONGRESS CAN CALL A GENERAL A
CROOK NR A SUBYERSIYE, BUY HE &ANNOT INCITE YHE PEOPLE AGAINST

THE INSTITUTION TO WHICH THAY GENERAL RELONGS, MINISTER LYRA

SAID THAY HE DID NOT KNOW WHAT TWE SURREME COURT'S REAGYION WOULD
BE Tn THE PRESIDENT'S REQUEST., BUT THAT WE WAS ENCOURGAED By

178 ACTION YESYVERDAY IN DENYING RY & 10+=5 VOTE A WRIT OF HABCLUS
CORPUS 0N REHALF OF FX~PRESIDENT QUADROS WHO 18 RESTRICYED 70 THE
CITY OF CORUMBA,

COMMENT: (C) IT IS SIGNIFICANT THAT GEN LYRA WOULD OPEN UP ON
TRESFE DELICATE MATTERS, HE SOUNDFED WQRRJED QVER THE SITUATION

AND THF PRESIDENT?S APPARENY UNWILLINGNESS Y0 fOME VO GRIFPS

WITH 1TS MORF PROVOGATIVFE ASPEGTS, | HAD BFEN Y0 GEN, LYRA'S .
HOUSE FOR DINNER THE NIGHT BEFORP AND HE GAVE NO INDICATION OF L
SUCH DEEP CONCERN, THIS LEADS ME T0 BELJEVF THAT THE FLUID FAB '
SITUATION AND LYRA'S CONTACT WITH THE PRESIDENT [N SAQ PAULD
YESTERNAY MAY HWAVE GIVFEN RISF TO A SUDDEN FEELING 0OF UNEASINESS,
IT IS ALSO POSSIRLE THAT GEN, LYRA HAS REGEIVED INDICATIONS THAT
HE WILL NOT BE RETAINED AS ARMY MINISTER WHEN WIS COMPULSORY
RETIREMENY COMES UP IN DFCEMRER, AND 185 GEGINNING TO HOIST
ARTIFICIAL FCRISIS WARNING® FLAGS FOR THE PURPOSE OF PEHRPETUATING
HIMSELF IN COFFICF, WHATEVER THE REAL REASONS, 1T APPEARS LIKELY
THAT THE NEXT 90DAYS WILL BE PARTICULARLY DIFFICULT. (THIS MESSAGE
CONRDINATED WITH PoLITICAL SECTINN AND CASY, GPs3
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