
B10GRAPHIC D A T A BRAZIL 
Maj Gen Adolpho Joao de Paula COUTO 

November 1969 

(U) NAME: Maj Gen Adolpho Joao de Paula Couto 
(PAU-lah KOH-toh), Army. 

(U) POSITION: Commandant, Army Command and 
General Staff School, Praia Vermelha, since 
Apr 1969. 

(C) SIGNIFICANCE: An a r t i l l e r y o f f i c e r , he 
has had some command and general s t a f f 
experience (commanded the Divisional A r t i l l e r y 
of the 3d I n f a n t r y Division i n 1965 and served 
as Deputy Chief of Staff, 3d Army, from I96U 
to 1965). He has had a good reputation f o r 
i n t e g r i t y and professional competence, although 
several administrative scandals that allegedly 
occurred while he was Superintendent of the 
M i l i t a r y Academy (1967-I969) may adversely affect his relationship with 
his subordinates i n his present assignment. He attended the U.S. Army 
Command and General Staff College, Fort Leavenworth, Kansas, i n 1955. 

(C) POLITICS: 

( c ) I n t e r n a t i o n a l : Strongly anti-Communist; he i s considered 
f r i e n d l y toward the United States. 

(C) I n t e r n a l : Conservative i n p o l i t i c a l o r i e n t a t i o n ; he conspired 
a c t i v e l y against the l e f t i s t - t e n d i n g government of Joao Goulart 
(President, I 9 6 I - I 9 6 4 ) and was banished to a r e c r u i t i n g c e n t e r - u n t i l 
President Goulart was ousted by the m i l i t a r y i n Apr 19^4. 

(C) PERSONAL DATA: 

(U) B i r t h : 11 Dec 1913 i n Porto Alegre, State of Rio Grande do Sul, 
B r a z i l . 

(C) Family: He comes from a m i l i t a r y family. A brother, Army 
Brig Gen Ruy de Paula Couta, was Commander of Divisional A r t i l l e r y , 
6 t h I n f a n t r y Division, Cruz Al t a , i n Oct 1969. Wife, Gieselda de Paula 
Couto (born i n Porto Alegre, State of Rio Grande do Sul, B r a z i l ; 
Caucasian; Roman Catholic). Children ( 3 ) : Meda Lucia ( f ) , date of 
b i r t h not known; Gilberto (m), date of b i r t h not known; Sergio (m), 
date of b i r t h not known. 
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(C) Description: l Medium b u i l d (5 '10", 175 l b s ) ; black hair 
(balding); brown eyes; has a mustache; wears glasses; dresses neatly, 
wears conservative c i v i l i a n clothes;•quiet, but f o r c e f u l ; gives 
impression of strength and leadership; methodical and l o g i c a l 
i n his reasoning; his tastes are l a r g e l y i n t e l l e c t u a l ; has an excellent 
sense of dry humor; drinks and smokes I n moderation. 

(u) Language: Native Portuguese, good English and Spanish. 

(u) Religion: Roman Catholic. 

(U) Decorations: B r a z i l i a n Order of M i l i t a r y Merit (Bronze), 
Order of Aeronautical Merit, M i l i t a r y Medal (Gold), Peacemaker 
Medalj Santos Dumont Medal of Merit, Marshal Hermes Study Medal. 

(U) CIVIL EDUCATION: Secondary at m i l i t a r y school i n Porto Alegre, 
B r a z i l . 

(U) CAREER: 
? -1934 - Cadet, M i l i t a r y Academy, Realengo. Commissioned 

Probationary 2d Lt i n A r t i l l e r y , 25 Jan 1934. 
Promoted to 2d L t , 30 Aug 1934. 

1936 - Promoted to 1st L t , 9 Sep 1936. 
1940 - Promoted to Capt, 25 May 19U0. 

? - Student, Officers Advanced School, V i l a M i l i t a r . 
1948 - Promoted to Maj, 25 Mar 1948. 

? - Student, Army Command and General Staff School, 
Praia Vermelha. 

1952 - Promoted to Lt Col, 25 Oct 1952. 
1955 - Student, Command and General Staff Course, U.S. 

Army Command and General Staff College, Fort 
Leavenworth, Kansas, from Jun 1955-

1959 - Vi s i t e d various army i n s t a l l a t i o n s i n the U.S., 
Jan 1959. 

1960 - Promoted to Col, 25 Aug i960. 
1962 - Commander, 6th (105-ram) Howitzer Regiment, Cruz 

Al t a , from Jul 1962. 
1963 - Chief, 30th Recruiting D i s t r i c t , from Jun 1963. 
1964-1965 - Deputy Chief of Staff, 3d Army, Porto Alegre, 

" 196U-Nov I965. Promoted to Brig Gen, 25 Nov 
1965. 

1965 - Commander, Divisional A r t i l l e r y , 3d I n f a n t r y 
Division, Pelotas, from Nov 1965. 

1967 - Director of Motormechanization, Jan-4 Oct 1967. 
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I967-I969 - Superintendent, M i l i t a r y Academy, Rezende, 
k Oct 1967-Apr 1969. Promoted to Maj Gen, 
Apr 1969. 

1969-Present - Commandant, Army Command and General Staff 
School, Praia Vermelha, from Apr 1969. V i s i t e d 
the U.S. on an or i e n t a t i o n tour, 6-28 Jun 1969. 
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(U) NAME: Maj Gen Adolpho Joao de Paula Couto 
(PAU-lah KOH-toh), Army. 

(U) POSITION: Commandant, Army Command and 
General Staff School, Praia Vermelha, since 
Apr 1969-

(C) SIGNIFICANCE: An a r t i l l e r y o f f i c e r , he 
has had some command and general s t a f f -
experience (commanded the Divisional A r t i l l e r y 
of the 3d I n f a n t r y Division i n 1965 and served 
as Deputy Chief of Staff, 3d Army, from 196k 
to 1965). He has had a good reputation f o r 
i n t e g r i t y and professional competence, although 
several administrative scandals that allegedly 
occurred while he was Superintendent of the 
M i l i t a r y Academy (1967-I969) m a y adversely affect his relationship with 
his subordinates i n h i s present assignment. He attended the U.S. Army 
Command and General Staff College, Fort Leavenworth, Kansas, i n 1955. 

(C) POLITICS: 

(C) I n t e r n a t i o n a l : Strongly antI-Communist; he i s considered 
f r i e n d l y toward the United States. 

( c ) I n t e r n a l : Conservative i n p o l i t i c a l o r i e n t a t i o n ; he conspired 
ac t i v e l y against the l e f t i s t - t e n d i n g government of Joao Goulart 
(President, I 9 6 I - I 9 6 U ) and was banished to a r e c r u i t i n g center u n t i l 
President Goulart was ousted by the m i l i t a r y i n Apr I 9 6 U . 

(C) PERSONAL DATA: 

(U) B i r t h : 
B r a z i l . 

11 Dee 1913 i n Porto Alegre, State of Rio Grande do Sul. 

(C) Family: He comes from a m i l i t a r y family. A brother, Army 
Brig Gen Ruy de Paula Couta, was Commander of Divisional A r t i l l e r y , 
6 t h I n f a n t r y Division, Cruz Al t a , i n Oct 1969. Wife, Gieselda de Paula 
Couto (born i n Porto Alegre, State of Rio Grande do Sul, B r a z i l ; 
Caucasian; Roman Catholie). Children ( 3 ) : Meda Lucia ( f ) , date of 
b i r t h not known; Gilberto (m), date of b i r t h not known; Sergio (m), 
date of b i r t h not known. 
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(C) Description: 'Medium b u i l d (5 '10", 175 l b s ) ; black hair 
(balding); brown eyes; has a mustache; wears glasses; dresses neatly, 
wears conservative c i v i l i a n clothes;•quiet, but f o r c e f u l ; gives 
impression of strength and leadership; methodical and l o g i c a l 
i n his reasoning; his tastes are l a r g e l y i n t e l l e c t u a l ; has an excellent 
sense of dry humor; drinks and smokes i n moderation. 

(u) Language: Native Portuguese, good English and Spanish. 

( u ) Religion: Roman Catholic. 

( u ) Decorations: Brazilian Order of M i l i t a r y Merit (Bronze), 
Order of Aeronautical Merit, M i l i t a r y Medal (Gold), Peacemaker 
Medal, Santos Dumont Medal of Merit, Marshal Hermes Study Medal. 

(U) CIVIL EDUCATION: Secondary at m i l i t a r y school i n Porto Alegre, 
B r a z i l . 

(U) CAREER: 
? -1934 

1936 
19^0 

19^8 

1952 
1955 

1959 

I960 
1962 

1963 
1964-1965 

1965 

1967 

- Cadet, M i l i t a r y Academy, Realengo. Commissioned 
Probationary 2d Lt i n A r t i l l e r y , 25 Jan 1934. 
Promoted to 2d L t , 30 Aug 1934. 

- Promoted to 1st L t , 9 Sep 1936. 
- Promoted to Capt, 25 May 19U0. 
- Student, Officers Advanced School, V i l a M i l i t a r . 
- Promoted to Maj, 25 Mar 1948. 
- Student, Army Command and General Staff School, 

Praia Vermelha. 
- Promoted to Lt Col, 25 Oct 1952. 
- Student, Command and General Staff Course, U.S. 
Army Command and General Staff College, Fort 
Leavenworth, Kansas, from Jun 1955. 

- Vi s i t e d various army i n s t a l l a t i o n s i n the U.S., 
Jan 1959. 

- Promoted to Col, 25 Aug i960. 
- Commander, 6th (105-mm) Howitzer Regiment, Cruz 

Alt a , from Jul 1962. 
- Chief, 30th Recruiting D i s t r i c t , from Jun 1963. 
- Deputy Chief of Staff, 3d Army, Porto Alegre, 
' 1964-Nov 1965. Promoted to Brig Gen, 25 Nov 

1965. 
- Commander, Divisional A r t i l l e r y , 3d I n f a n t r y 

Division, Pelotas, from Nov 1965. 
- Director of Motormechanization, Jan-4 Oct I967. 
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1967-1969 - Superintendent, M i l i t a r y Academy, Rezende, 
h Oct 19o7-Apr 1969. Promoted to Maj Gen, 
Apr I969. 

1969-Present - Commandant, Army Command and General Staff 
School, Praia Vermelha, from Apr 1969. Visited 
the U.S. on an ori e n t a t i o n tour, 6-28 Jun 1969. 
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(U) NAME: Maj Gen Adolpho Joao de Paula Couto 
(PAU-lah KOH-toh), Army. 

(U) POSITION: Commandant, Army Command and 
General Staff School, Praia Vermelha, since 
Apr 1969. 

(C) SIGNIFICANCE: An a r t i l l e r y o f f i c e r , he 
has had some command and general s t a f f 
experience (commanded the Divisional A r t i l l e r y 
of the 3d I n f a n t r y Division i n 1965 and served 
as Deputy Chief of Staff, 3d Army, from I96U 
to 1965). He has had a good reputation f o r 
i n t e g r i t y and professional competence, although 
several administrative scandals that allegedly 
occurred while he was Superintendent of the 
M i l i t a r y Academy (1967-I969) may adversely affect his relationship with 
his subordinates i n his present assignment. He attended the U.S. Army 
Command and General Staff College, Fort Leavenworth, Kansas, i n 1955-

(C) POLITICS: 

(C) In t e r n a t i o n a l : Strongly anti-Communist; he i s considered 
f r i e n d l y toward the United States. 

( c ) I n t e r n a l : Conservative i n p o l i t i c a l o r i e n t a t i o n ; he conspired 
a c t i v e l y against the l e f t i s t - t e n d i n g government of Joao Goulart 
(President, I 9 6 I - I 9 6 4 ) and was banished to a r e c r u i t i n g center u n t i l 
President Goulart was ousted by the m i l i t a r y i n Apr 1964. 

(C) PERSONAL DATA: 

(U) B i r t h : 
B r a z i l . 

11 Dec 1913 i n Porto Alegre, State of Rio Grande do Sul, 

( c ) Family: He comes from a m i l i t a r y family. A brother, Army 
Brig Gen Ruy de Paula Couta, was Commander of Divisional A r t i l l e r y , 
6th I n f a n t r y Division, Cruz Al t a , i n Oct 1969. Wife, Gieselda de Paula 
Couto (born i n Porto Alegre, State of Rio Grande do Sul, B r a z i l ; 
Caucasian; Roman Catholic). Children ( 3 ) : Meda Lucia ( f ) , date of 
b i r t h not known; Gilberto (m), date of b i r t h not known; Sergio (m), 
date of b i r t h not known. 
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(C) Description: 'Medium b u i l d (5 '10", 175 l b s ) ; black hair 
(balding); brown eyes; has a mustache; wears glasses; dresses neatly, 
wears conservative c i v i l i a n clothes; quiet, but f o r c e f u l ; gives 
impression of strength ar.d leadership; methodical and l o g i c a l 
i n his reasoning; his tastes are largely i n t e l l e c t u a l ; has an excellent 
sense of dry humor; drinks and smokes i n moderation. 

(U) Language: Native Portuguese, good English and Spanish. 

(U) Religion: Roman Catholic. 

(U) Decorations: B r a z i l i a n Order of M i l i t a r y Merit (Bronze), 
Order of Aeronautical Merit, M i l i t a r y Medal (Gold), Peacemaker 
Medal 5 Santos Dumont Medal of Merit, Marshal Hermes Study Medal. 

(U) .CIVIL EDUCATION: Secondary at m i l i t a r y school i n Porto Alegre, 
B r a z i l . 

(U) CAREER: 
? -1934 - Cadet, M i l i t a r y Academy, Realengo. Commissioned 

Probationary 2d Lt i n A r t i l l e r y , 25 Jan 1934. 
Promoted to 2d L t , 30 Aug 1934. 

1936 - Promoted t o 1st L t , 9 Sep 1936. 
1940 - Promoted to Capt, 25 May 1940. 

? - Student, Officers Advanced School, V i l a M i l i t a r . 
19^8 - Promoted to Maj, 25 Mar 1948. 

? - Student, Army Command and General Staff School, 
Praia Vermelha. 

1952 - Promoted to Lt Col, 25 Oct 1952. 
1955 - Student, Command and General Staff Course, U.S. 

Army Command and General Staff College, Fort 
Leavenworth, Kansas, from Jun 1955-

1959 - Visited various army i n s t a l l a t i o n s i n the U.S., 
Jan 1959. 

1960 - Promoted to Col, 25 Aug i960. 
1962 - Commander, 6th (l05-mm) Howitzer Regiment, Cruz 

Alt a , from Jul 1962. 
1963 - Chief, 30th Recruiting D i s t r i c t , from Jun 1963. 
I96H-I965 - Deputy Chief of Staff, 3d Army, Porto Alegre, 

" 1964-Nov 1965. Promoted to Brig Gen, 25 Nov 
.jo: 

1965 - Commander, Divisional A r t i l l e r y , 3d I n f a n t r y 
Division, Pelotas, from Nov 1965. 

1967 - Director of Motormechanization, Jan-U Oct 1967. 
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I967-I969 - Superintendent, M i l i t a r y Academy, Rezende, 
h Oct 1967-Apr 1969. Promoted to Maj Gen, 
Apr I969. 

1969-Present - Commandant, Army Command and General Staff 
School, Praia Vermelha, from Apr 1969. V i s i t e d 
the U.S. on an ori e n t a t i o n tour, 6-28 Jun 1969. 
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