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(c) THis IR reproduces the unif o r m l y favorable views o f a representative group 
o f m i l i t a r y men w i t h respect t o the acceptance speech which General Ernesto GSISEL 
d e l i v e r e d t o the AREHA Party convention. The two major impressions l e f t on 
.sources were: ( l ) C o n t i n u i t y o f current programs, and (2) Continuing a t t e n t i o n 
t o n a t i o n a l s e c u r i t y . 
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1.- (U) Spewing t o t: 
t e l e v i s i o n audience on 
de l i v e r e d his long-aw 
on the l L t h t o receive 
from a l l over BRAZII 

convention i n B r a s i l i a and a nation-wide 
15 September 1973, General E r n e s t o ( ^ K S L / 

L i t i c a l speech. Ee had a r r i v e d i n B r a s i l i a 
vote o f n e a r l y 7C0 AREHA representatives 

d u r i n g thone 
According t o sources who were i n close contact w i t h him 
he p r o j e c t e d an image o f warmth and c o r d i a l i t y i n h i s 

dealings w i t h p o l i t i c i a n s . A large number o f p o l i t i c a l leaders had gene t o the 
B r a s i l i a A i r 3ase t o receive him and he i n s i s t e d on shaking hands w i t h everyone 
present. He repeated the performance i n every other contact, d i s p l a y i n g patience 
and what was i n t e r p r e t e d t o be genuine r e l a x a t i o n and a w i l l i n g n e s s t o l i s t e n t o 
p o l i t i c a l judgments. 
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d e n t i a l candidate Gei: •eeived with en 

the f a c t t h a t General Ernesto had given s p e c i a l emphasis t o the need ' t o avoid a 
r e t u r n t o the condemned past." General KUMBSKTO also praised the statement t h a t 
the regime "cannot abdicate the p r e r o g a t i v e s c r powers given t o I t -o long as 
they are necessary f o r the achievement o f concrete and s p e c i f i c goals which i t 
must pursue." I n General hX̂ -SSSTO's view, the foregoing means t h a t " a l l the 
t a l k about 'democratic openings 1 was pure spe c u l a t i o n by the enemies of the 
Revolution who are going t o have t o contend w i t h I n s t i t u t i o n a l Act Ho. 5 f o r 
many years." 

3- (C) On 18 September I met Gereral (Ret) G0IS2RY do Couto e ( s i l v a \ the 
c l o s e s t adviser t o General Ernesto GEISEL, i n Sao Paulo. Cur meeting was 
unplanned and b r i e f , but I asked him about h i s r o l e i n w r i t i n g the speech. 
He s a i d t h a t i t was "9Ĵ - Ernesto and a modest 5̂  E d n e . " VThen I askel about 
the wain message which they wished t o convey through the speech, he r e p l i e d : 
" I t was necessary t o address those thing3 t h a t people e;-rpected t o be mentioned, 
w i t h o u t g e t t i n g too s p e c i f i c about any s i n g l e aspect o f the f u t u r e . Our major 
desi r e was t o keep our options open. We also took care not t o weaken .MSDICJ's 
a u t h o r i t y or h i s programs." 

h . (C) Colonel IVAN de Sousatffindesj who vas General Ernesto GEISEL'S senior 
aide f o r n e a r l y two years a t HSTROSlPAS, and who now serves on the personal s t a f f 
o f Army M i n i s t e r Orlando GEISEL, sa i d t h a t General Ernesto r e a l l y d i d n o t wish 
t o make a speech at a l l . He s a i d t h a t t h e General deplored the idea of having 
t o give p?rer.iature i n s i g h t s i n t o h i s f u t u r e courses o f a c t i o n . Colonel IVAN said 
on 21 and 23 September, i n B r a s i l i a , t h a t General Ernesto had w r i t t e n the 
speech h i - s e l f , w i t h minimum inputs by General GOIESRY. i n IVAN'S view, the 
speech vt.* h i g h l y p o s i t i v e , p a r t i c u l a r l y w i t h respect t o i t s f i r m announcement 
t h a t the .'. w President "hcs no commitments o f a personal nature w i t h anyone." 
IVAN also applauded GEISEL'S a s s e r t i o n that the p o l i t i c i a n / i s as important to 
the o b j e c t i v e s o f the Revolution as i s the technocrat. 

5. (C) A s o l d i e r - p o l i t i c i a n , General (Ret) I t a l o J l X I v I I M a member o f the Chamber 
o f Deputies from the State o f Parana, t o l d me on agHS?S«sber t h a t h i s colleagues 
i n the Congress and his.many m i l i t a r y contacts were i n a s t a t e o f euphoria over 
the speech. He pointed out t h a t the p o l i t i c i a n s were d e l i g h t e d w i t h the few but 
meaningful i n d i c a t o r s o f a mere i n f l u e n t i a l involvement during the Ernesto GEISEL 
Government. He s a i d t h a t p o l i t i c i a n s were w o r r i e d about only one aspect o f the 

" speech and t h a t was GEISEL's sfisJewhat vague reference t o "lergs m u l t i n a t i o n a l 
e n t e r p r i s e s --- whose p o t e n t i a l f o r good cr perhaps f o r harm we have net yet 
had occasion t o evaluate." According t o o.-.~I, -the opposition KD3 i s making 
a great issue o f t h i s p o r t i o n o f the speech and the AREri'i Party i s confused as 
t o j u s t how i t i s t o r e p l y t o the ICG's statements, because ARENA p o l i t i c i a n s 
si»ply don't know e x a c t l y what General GSICEL's t r u e views are on the matter o f 
the m u l t i n a t i o n a l s . . With respect t o h i s conversations wither, l e a s t a score o f • 
a c t i v e duty m i l i t a r y men, CONTI said t h a t they a l l had applauded the speech, 
s t r e s s i n g i t s emphasis on development and s e c u r i t y . 

6. (c) Ge . " 'T?I A u g u s t '.-V" 'V M i n i s t e r c f the Superior M i l i t a r y T r i b u n a l and 
former Command:r.t of the "Superior Kar School, was d e l i g h t e d ever the speech's 
form as well. :<~3 i t s substance. He described General GEISEL'S f i r s t p o l i t i c a l 
pronouncement as "a p e r f e c t Superior War School l e c t u r e . " He pointed out t h a t 
both GEISEL and QOI£E~f had beejj d i s t i r . r i i s h e d members o f t h a t school's f a c u i t y 
and t h a t they had been among the p r i n c i p a l a r c h i t e c t s of the school's d o c t r i n e . 
I n General iSAGCOO's view, the C2IS1L address revealed the new P r e s i d e n t ' s u t t e r 
freedom t o t h i n k end act as he pleases, as v e i l as h i s w e l l known cr.:-racteristic 
o f net saying more than he has t o at any given time. 
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r. (c) The themes c f "security wid development," "calculated and reasonable ! 

s l a x a t i o n , " " c o n t i n u i t y o f programs," and " a t j a t e r l t y , authority, a p o l i t i c a l r( 
integrity," were highlighted by"the following o f f i c e r s who cataaentec 
about t h e i r r eactions t o the speech: 

Ma,j. 
B r i g 
Col. 
Col. 
Col. 
Col. 
Col. 
Col. 
Col. 
Col. 
Col. 
Col. 

Gen. Moacyr Baxcellos POTYOt&RA, Chief o f Cabinet t o the Army Min i s t e r 
, Gen. Antonio BAHDEIRA, Chief o f the Federal P p l i c e Department 
Darcy IAVARES, Personal s t a f f o f Amy M i n i s t e r GEISEL 
OSMANY K a c i.el P i l l a r , Executive O f f i c e r t o Gen. HUMBERTO c.: >:i-)/ 
Romero LEP3SQUEUR Sobrinho, Germander, .2nd A r t i l l e r y Regiment at ITU 
Danilo VEHTURIHI, Executive O f f i c e r t o the Aray M i n i s t e r 
Jose MATT03, Central Agency, I.'ational I n t e l l i g e n c e Service 
NELSON Souto Jorge, Superintendent o f the B r a s i l i a Telephone Company 
Carlos XAVIEH de Miranda, O f f i c e o f the Vice Chief o f the Army Gen. S t a f f 
LAYETTE Jacques de Moraes Fassos, G-8 Section, Army General S t a f f 
JOBERTO F e r r e i r a Bias, Armed Forces General S t a f f 
Jose Guimaraes BARRETO, G-2 o f the Army General S t a f f 

C0MM2NT: (c) Strangely enough, not a s i n g l e a c t i v e duty o f f i c e r expressed any 
view on General GEISEL's statement concerning m u l t i n a t i o n a l corporations. Perhaps 
they already suspected or knew t h a t General GEISEL might have some r e s e r v a t i o n i n 

t h i s connection. ' On the other hand, i t i s also l i k e l y t h a t o f f i c e r s considered some 
o f the other t h i n g s he sai d (or l e f t unsaid) t o be more important. While some 
o f f i c e r s have expressed what appears t o be genuine concern over m u l t i n a t i o n a l 
corporations and t h e i r a c t i v i t i e s i n BRAZIL, the issue does not seem t o occupy 
great prominence on the l i s t o f th i n g s t h a t bother B r a z i l i a n m i l i t a r y men. 
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