
best, permit her to exist under the constant
bombing of the German air fleet. Suppose
we had an air force that we could semdto
Europe. Where could it operate? Some
of our squadrons might be based in the
British Isles; but it is physically impos-
sible to base enough aircraft in the British
Isles alone to equal in strength the aircraft
that can be based on the contineat of
Europe.

I HAVE asked these questions
on the supposition that we had in existence
an army and an air force large enough and
well enough equipped to send to Europe;
and that we would dare to remove our

navy from the Pacificc Even on this basis,
I do not see how we could invade the con-

tinent of Europe successfully as long as all
of that continent and most of Asia is under
Axis domination. But the fact is that none
of these suppositions are correct. We have
only a one-ocean navy. Our army is still
untrained and inadequately equipped for
foreign war. Our air force is deplorably
lacking in modern fighting planes.

WHEN these facts are cited,
the interventionists shout that we are de-
featists, that we are undermining the prin-

7

ciples of Democracy, and that we are giving
comfort to Germany by talking about our

military weakness. But everything I men-

tion here has been published in our news

papers, and in the reports of congressional
hearings in Washington. Our military
position is well known to the governments
of Europe and Asia. Why, then, should it
not be brought to the attention of our own

people?

I SAY it is the interventionist
in America, as it was in England and in
France, who gives comfort to the enemy.
I say it is they who are undermining the
principles of Democracy when they de-
mand that we take a course to which more

than eighty percent of our citizens are

opposed. I charge them with being the real
defeatists, for their policy has led to the
defeat of every country that followed their
advice since this war began. There is no

better way to give comfort to an enemy than
to divide the people of a nation over the
issue of foreign war. There is no shorter
road to defeat than by entering a war with
inadequate preparation. Every nation that
has adopted the interventionist policy of
depending on some one else for its own de-
fense has met with nothing but defeat and
failure.


