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ACORN is the Association of
Community Organizations for
Re form Now, a neighborhood-
based membership organization of
low and moderate income people.
Founded in Arkansas in 1970,
ACORN has grown to a member-
ship of over 60,000 families in 27
states.

HISTORY
Over the past 13 years, ACORN

members have addressed a broad
range of issues and achieved signifi-
cant results. ACORN’s winning
ways have:
e Established or improved home-

steading programs that turn over

vacant houses to low income resi-
dents (Philadelphia, Bridgeport,
Ft. Worth, Phoenix, Columbia,
Detroit).

e Prevented the closing of libraries,
day care centers and other social
services due to Reagan budget
cuts (Jersey City, Memphis, Phi-
ladelphia, Tampa).

e Abolished the sales tax on medi-
cine (AR, MO) and blocked sales
tax increases (Tulsa, Colorado
Springs, St. Louis, Atlanta, AR).

e Won Lifeline telephone rates

(GA, LA, SC, SD, TN, TX), life-
line rates for electricity and gas
(CA, Austin).

® Secured passage of a bill outlaw-
ing insurance redlining (MO) and
curbed redlining by banks (St.
Louis, Dallas, Memphis,
Phoenix).

ACORN members have organ-
ized to improve their communities
and win a fairer share and greater
voice for low and moderate income
Americans. The fundamental issue
for ACORN members is who has
the power to control what happens
in our neighborhoods, cities, states,
and the nation. As ACORN’s motto

says: ““The People Shall Rule.”

e Stopped community develop-
ment rip-offs (AR, Denver,
Grand Rapids, Durham) and
passed ordinances to guarantee
that community development
block grant funds benefit low and
moderate income people (Phila-
delphia; Dade County, FL; Albu-
querque; Austin).

e Forced companies to clean up,
move or cancel plans for toxic
chemical plants and dumps
(Memphis, Ft. Worth, Philadel-
phia, Des Moines, Minneapolis,
Jacksonville, St. Paul).

e Saved lower bus fares for city res-

idents or senior citizens (Pitts-
burgh, Dallas, Denver, Atlanta,
Boston).

e Improved facilities and text

books in low income schools
(Bridgeport), stopped school
closings (Huron, Des Moines),
and won testing for asbestos in
schools (Philadelphia, New
Orleans).

® Increased payments and eligibil-
ity for federal energy assistance
(R, ARINCTA TAZ TN, MA).


