
any way for the average citizen to be able to
judge the substantive issues relevant to the vast
sums for research and development, medicine,
space exploration, and technical training; but it
would be helpful if he understood the interests
and politics involved.

With regard to one area of science, how-
ever, it is essential that citizens do learn to
judge the substantive issues. This is human
ecology, combining physical science, physical
and mental hygiene, sociology, and political
economy, to analyze problems of urbanism,
transportation, pollution, degenerative disease,
mental disease, pesticides, indiscriminate use
of antibiotics and other powerful drugs, and so
forth. These matters are too important to be
delegated to experts.

6.

A few years ago, C.P. Snow created a stir by
speaking of the chasm between “two cultures,”
that of the scientists and that of the humanists.
Since we live in times dominated by scientific
technology, he castigated the humanists espe-
cially for not knowing the other language. The
point of this lecture has been that Sir Charles
posed the issue wrongly. There is only one cul-
ture; and probably the scientific technologists
have betrayed it most. Science, the dialogue
with the unknown, is itself one of the
humanities; and technology, practical effi-
ciency, is a part of moral philosophy. Scientific
technology has become isolated by becoming
subject to the empty system of power: exclud-
ing, expanding, controlling. The remedy is for
scientists and technicians to reassert their own

proper principles and for ordinary people to
stop being superstitious and to reassert their
own control over their environment. Then
there will be communication again.
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People believe that the great background
conditions of modern life are beyond our

power to influence. The proliferation of
technology is autonomous and cannot be
checked. The galloping urbanization is going
to gallop on. Our overcentralized administra-
tion, both of things and men, is impossibly
cumbersome and costly, but we cannot cut it
down to size. These are inevitable tendencies
of history. More dramatic inevitabilities are the
explosions, the scientific explosion and the
population explosion. And there are more lit-
eral explosions, the dynamite accumulating in
the slums of a thousand cities and the ac-

cumulating stockpiles of nuclear bombs in na-

tions great and small. Our psychology, in brief,
is that history is out of control. It is no longer
something that we make but something that
happens to us. Politics is not prudent steering
in difficult terrain, but it is—and this is the
subject of current political science—how to get
power and keep power, even though the sphere
of effective power is extremely limited and it
makes little difference who is in power. The
psychology of historical powerlessness is evi-
dent in the reporting in and the reading of
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