
derstood 1if approached from another angle.*
If all persons in the world except you were

suddenly to die, 1t 1s most unlikely that you
would live out your normal span of life as you
would want to do. That 1s true because the
increased material prosperity resulting from
specialization and division of labor has en-

couraged you to depend upon other persons
for the things you want and need—the things
you want to do. Imagine what would happen
to you 1f you had to build your own house
from virgin timber with no axe or saw or nails,
raise your own food without hoe or plow or

seeds, be your own surgeon without instru-
ments or medicines, construct every item of
your own electric system without tools of any
kind, and so on and so on. You would soon

perish.
If half the people in the United States were

suddenly to die, you would, for the same rea-

son, no longer be able to do many of the
things you have been doing and wish to con-

tinue to do. And although it is difhcult to

trace directly, the same sort of thing happens
when even one productive person dies. This
fact 1s easier to visualize if you think in terms

* While the examples given herein deal primarily with
material prosperity, this is not to say that economic
well-being 1s the most important aspect of freedom.
Actually, 1t is merely a by-product of something far
more important. The examples deal mostly with pro-
duction because it 1s generally familiar and because it
appears to be the most restricted freedom of all.
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of the “key man” of whatever business you
are most interested 1n.

The Result of Controls

Now LET us transfer this same idea over to

the concepts of controls and slavery instead
of death. If the records of history are to be
given any value at all, they offer conclusive
proof that the slave doesn’t produce as much
as the person who 1s working of his own free
will. Nor can the slave contribute as much to

one’s spiritual and mental development as he
could 1f he were released from the physical
controls over him.

If all mankind were enslaved or controlled
by one person or a small group of persons,
literally millions of people would starve to

death as a result of the tremendous decrease
in production that would automatically fol-
low.* The rest would sink slowly back into
darkness and savagery. Yet, the people who
hold the popular, one-sided concept of free-
dom will still say that the slave master, at

least, would have his “individual” freedom
under those circumstances because no one

would be controlling Aim/
It 1s true that the slave master might be

able to confiscate a large share of the avail-
* The truth of this factis proved by both the ancient
and modern histories of various European and Asiatic
nations.
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