
mental authority. And it 1s being done be-
cause most of us honestly but mistakenly be-
lieve that freedom demands that some men

control the creative activities and incomes of
other men! The vast majority of the world’s
people still sincerely believe that they them-
selves can have complete freedom even

though they use violence or the threat of vio-
lence to direct the activities and control the
incomes of others! They do not accept the
1dea that freedom 1s a mutual relationship of
non-molestation among persons.

Now someone may say: ‘“This is all very
well in theory, but there 1s no possible way of
measuring what might have been or, in this
case, even what might be. I still can’t see spe-
cifically how I lose any of my freedom merely
because some person in this or some other
country might be controlled by his own

government.”

Communist Freedom

WeELL, let’s apply the test to the communist
nations of today. Several hundred millions of
individual Russians, Chinese, and others are

forbidden to trade with you or to visit you or

to exchange ideas with you or to worship with
you. Our periodicals and newspapers devote
much space to the telling of how those per-
sons have lost most of their freedom.
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But what has this to do with your freedom?
Well, can you visit with those individual
Russians and trade with them or exchange
ideas with them or worship with them? No,
you have lost a great deal of your own free-
dom even though you may not be aware of 1t.
If any person anywhere in the world 1s de-

prived of his freedom to trade or to commu-

nicate with you, automatically you thereby
lose your freedom of opportunity to trade or

to communicate with him. That fact 1s as un-

deniable as two plus two equals four.

A Comparison

L.eGaL1zED vioLENCE is already being used
to deprive almost halfof the world’s people of
their freedom of opportunity to trade or to

worship or to communicate or to visit or to

exchange ideas with you. To visualize how
this affects your own freedom, just imagine
what would happen to you if the other half
of the world’s people were also deprived of
their freedom to have any contact with you.
Under those conditions, you would soon die
from lack of food or shelter or clothing or

medical attention, or from sheer boredom or

frustration. Yet, the persons who hold the

popular idea that freedom can be applied to

one person alone would still say that you
would remain free because no one would be
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