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{Leava Blank)
2, {¢) pwing Lwo lengthy mestings with Gensral ¥IMICY in Rio de Janeirc ch

i January 107%, ha vecapitulated the status of tho Church -and the evolntion

of his role as a liadisen clement between the Chuveh hierarchy and the Brazilian
Governmment. Initially, Ganersl MINICY asked me if I had rewd Lhe series of
articles which the nowspaper "0 EButade de Sao Paulo” had weitien on the realitics
of Catholi¢lom in BRAZIL. T agoured Genswsl MURTIOY that I had read the articles bt
With groat save and that T had retained Ll [or future reference. He aald ,
that solid Cotholic laymen and pragmatic priests had discussed the copclusions of :
the articles with him and that all were in general. agreement with their revelations
Moreaver, ke admitted that he and some of his frisnds (laymen and priests}, had
been copsulbed by "0 Fstado' reporters snd kad furnished some oI the facts used

in the series.

3. (U) Decpite my insistence thet T had read and clipped the articles, General
MURICY insisted on reiteraling the essence of their sontent. Thus, he high-.
Algnbed the fellowing pointes

a. Praziiien Catholicism is in a state of crisis.

b. The crisis will De resolved and BRAZIT will emerge with & far smaller
genuinely Cathelle populaticn, bul those who survive the erisis will be devoul
and congcienticus.

; fms C.  BEven though the Vatican says that EZRAZIL has £0 million 6f the worldi's
B0 miltion Catholics, and is the world's largest Cathclic country, the fast
i4.that most of LRAZIL's Cathollics become Catholic .once every 10-years when the
census 1s teken. '

d. 1In Rle de Janeiro's shanty-towns, for instance, Catholics are oute
numbered by Protestants and there are two Spiritualists for evexy Catholic.

e. KA ragent survey among socondary school sbudents and their mothers
revealed that, in general, reiigious values are transferred from "non-Catholic"
to "non-Catholic,” since only sbout-10% of the mothers were practicing Gatholics
and even fewsr of thoir children gowld be called authentie .Cathelies.

f. About 100 years ago, the census revealed that only 3 in 100 people wera
K non-Catheolte. The Church listed 99.7% of the populatien as Cathelics in 1870~~~
- inednding 30,00C chlldren under fge one ond 1,500,000 slaves]

#£. OF today's neaviy 100 million Erwcilians, about 20«25% avow that they
are non-Catholicss Under the most generous interpretstion, only approximately
20 million Prazilians can be olaseified as meebing the minimal ctandards of =a
practicing Catholic.

h, The decline of Cathelicism in BRAZIL can ba wverified in terms of statis-
tico rclating to baptism, marriage, and econfirmation. During the past 10 years,
baptismg have vemained 3 million annually, despite a population growth rate of
approximately 3% per year and & huge backlog of unbapticed -individuals. Even
more slartling 15 the decline of confirmatiens tetween 1958 and 1968, The
minher went dowm frew 1.0 mdllion in 2958 to 500,000 in 1%00. Nol only ia
baptism ne longer automatic and confirmation even iess g0, but church weddings
heve stagnated at about 400,000 per vear, despite a 20% annuel increase in
weddings. The cbviong eonclusion is that a church wedding is no longer regarded
8¢ An ecgentin) corcomitanl of the ¢ivil ritual. . T

i, The decline of Catholicism in BRAZIL is evident in the Dwrber of young
people pursuing studizs leading to the priesthoud. Tuo 1961, there were 1,700
seminarians«{exclusive of the religiocus Oréers) nearing the end of thelr studies.
By 1970, there were oniy 81% seminarians ready to be ordained. BRRAZIL has one
i prilest for every 6,000 Catholies, The nuowber of Parish Priests declined from
g 9,000 in 1961 to 8,000 in 1969. (The grand total of all categories of priesta
s 17,152 in A770L) -
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J» Even though therce are faxr fower Probestants than Ca‘(:hollca in BRACYT,
the number of Protestant clergymen (i7,000) far exceeds ihe nwibier of pricstse

K. The Catholic Church in BRAZIL has suffered & loss In pr
the increase in publie schoels, egpecially at the wniversity 7
attendant decline in the pwiber of Cablhollec Schools, In addl
Oatholie daily newspapers have disappeared from large cliiese Loy wie .
axistenos of 200 Catholic Church-owned rodio statlons and three tf:levision chanwna in?
thogs dedieate themselves largely to compercial acbivities.

1. Or the &,06¢ pricsla sepreacating Orisss and Congregnt!
Draziliane. The Sapular Priests (a total of 5,000) -have 1,05
151 natuvelized Brawilians in thelr midst.

m. Por oa variety of reasons, ineluding politieal invel
priests lefl BRAZIL in 1969; 124 left in 1970; and, 171

. n. ociuding Deacons and Presbylers, 1t Is estimated the
61,000 Tr-itzakant vreachers in BRAZIL. Statistics on the numbr
in HRAZYT, rangr frem 3 fo 10 million.

O o imated that up to cne-third of wderpriviler
atbseribe te one form or another of Spiritualism.

+#% thougk he is proud to list himself amohg the dews
¥ seys that he iz too much of a realist to ignerc
harnhte pos"tion in contemora.ry BRAZIL. He C"a.il.’ni
3 ma s the uwnwillingnese of certain leade
“Lo atmit that there are sharp differentletionc
“22 baeckward condition of BRAZIL in ferms of . .
Catholiciem reflects the long-standing high des
T g .Morﬂover, he asaertq, the Catholic Church of i
was fneffective in "de-Africonizing" the Elaves, in roligious -
years, he wenb oay the few pricals whe puwrsusd iptellectual. xc ;
serng ovdained . emeryged ae poiiticaliy congeious rebels Talher
Javiorn of gould. A6 tases wrticwkabs aRd Jrwslrated cloners
aelves . and the Chureh, in assentially seonlor aotivitisg, -
aighly negwtive process within the Church, General MUKT:
~m.c,cr Hhay gamr&tﬂu confusion and doubt amonyg their
* perpiexity has bheen noted by the declini.-
wed by the uwnorihodox behavior of pricsts:
- -ns far religious ex'_press;'.on {Protestantie:
- - seal or titular Catholics who were gistr
¢ivhic vae ¢onurch and emong its clergymen. In General !
t“F-s*-z o vnc"ude& thal their Church had been identifizd
% »3ites and that thse time had come for a by
T .J.lcd progressive .r:outr_J he said,”with all
c= ipbtentions but who were painfully nalvg. A
BRAZTYL suffered g final crippling blow thro:
<its in deadily bterrorism, It is Genexal MUY
wavering Catholics (especially amouy the e: .
cviern to violanee) sbandered evern their bareli:
Aldeism over the imvelvement of priects i_n
Ly winlell acerued Lo the Clivech throvgsh the ach .
G mnve severe, he went on, when one considers thr &
‘ﬂ.oex‘tia.lly Catholic security ee&zﬂ*l:zshmen‘l‘. bagan o

General
Nepane .o

o Lur el
e

: : 1 the Church-State ares that General MURICY
Lohwrded in his determinabion to asgist his Church in o

venbs His retirerment from active duty has not lessened hi.

Lvaly o behalfl of anderstandihg between the hier:

e wilitary establishmerts. Az o matter of fact,
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Tlexibility and Ifrecdom of mancuver, When he was Chief of Staff of the AI“ILV

he said, his sontaoste with senicr leaders of the Chuxrch often were clandestine,
at his ¥esidence and inhibited by hia wvewyy tipht officlal schedule. Now, he
pointed Ohl he has the Tinancial a.;d functional independence to spend an entire
dayy tial laymen. Moreover, he does so openly,
either at hig office y or ‘at any other place considered con-
venient. Among his avolutionary credentials; the fact that

g with priests 0_1:1 inf

. drumpe oy

he is a close friend of his piddd Academy classmate, Army M ter GEISEL: | #
absence of any n*'har four.qta ; uﬂml [ucb“rﬂ or rcm.rcd) with | g
goverm and Church, a ! ! ]
the 1id on" in sltuabl
iL0Y sadd that ChurchaS ‘

E ishe op of Rio.de Jdn- The two 1 £

1 Bahia and “they hav g

ctiring, General MUNR '<

)0 MENDES, the leyman 1 o

and -abroad. General MU g

on a eollision course 4

as Fesult of its intz { :

ed withthis Catholic pur | |

o sustain mewtingful L‘L.,dz.'—\-‘,- | i

the mRjor :security reserve |

."t.t he hadibeen a lecturer et i

; _;‘L.mLe.J (IBES) /during the GOULART ]

; and convineced him of the pettiness of g

wity services to.@estroy the CANDIDO E

1is activities. The gpatitude of CANDTI ‘

|

=55 and effective lialson activities.
DES learns of somewsource of Churc h
wnd they work out & strategy/desi )
Y recognizes that CANDIDO MENDES madint
and sthers opposed to the

tieciems. ‘More importantly, he. went
has opened new horizons Ffor Church-Stat:

SRS R

al MURICY as most hel

ix 3 F;J, 'h"uncio, Monsignor H
URT 've and firm, He i
"progressives" | :
nee «,i‘ contyoveraial Bichop Dom rE:L_il'h Camara of
YL thet he sees the Nuncilo nf’tl.cn and that {‘l"“" have : ;
constructive relationship. The Nuncio reportedly has | g
assurcd h;ﬂm that ope does not wish to antagenize the Brazilian Government 3
in any way and he is under Vatican instructions to promote conbacts

3 the Gk
involves the oft
arnears, Gen

controversial Archbishop of a0 Paule, Dom Evaristo ARNS. - It
'Y went on, that the Nuncjo has won over Blshop ARNS teo a-
to cooperate with the Govermment. ‘General MURICY has been
found him willing bubt deeply huxrt over the hostility
. Mello, Oormander of the II Ammy in Sao Paulo.

to HUMBERTO & Gold him that he was going to have to swallow his

YT

|
; i
h and the Govermment. One of the most promicing cuech efforts |
|
|

S

T wnd ma o g ire of friendship toward Bishop ARNS. i
MURLCY said t +h : would be in the form of a call on AR | i
3 ] ] arly el on to Cexrdinal, He .said that HUMPERTO = ' ¥
ect and otherwise indicated bis umwlllin gness to coo; :

e has received agsurances from Army Min

i;,:,s been directed to change.his posture ¢ |
1 E
‘ £
| {
| E
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8. (CY In response Yo my query on the nawas of the most lrportun
Sup:partnrs of Church-jtate unaersvendlngy General MURTCY liste™

10 CG Oth Army Division in T
ot Comrandant of the Marine Crop:s
RKio de Janciro Agency of the National In‘tel’hg

l Cenersl MURICY adced thab he has made some progress in WeAYing ‘GCW!] the v
ebbitnics vhich Ceneral] FONTCURS Y Chiel of the Natiopal Intelligence
TOWELd if1e Ghurch and sor~ . its leadewe. Ho has no illusicns over
contimming skepticic, cub sald thet the aveidance of a 2ollision
of the feaquics ornpaal eelebratiions tended e prove o FONTOUR?
LALATO0ge W . ~usS1ible.  General MURTCY then went on to say th
other . t.emtial priegte had decided to defy the Governmont
*15 which would have been uthevad during C"‘LUI'CH Serviges -
ohonber 1972 Sesquicentennial ceremonies in Sao Paulo. V
Of th vian and declded that its inplementation would produce ax
split. e mobllized all of his friends on both sides and enlis%:. .
help 2~ =1l fec aveid the confrontation. The success of that effort ied

Y Genera. W T’RA to admit that "dialegue is betier than war,” oot
i MURICY. Op ofe obhey hand, General MIRICY said, he lost the
: Antonins & _head of the Sesqulcentenm.a.l festivitie.
Thimrace wacl& of cooperalion and zlleged attempt to uwdermss: his

- <ing to bring CORBEA Pack inte the fold

L LLiB P"’JRIGY 15 now more optimistie than < . .
4 g L-Liate relations. He is firmiy convinced that the
: and trat tr, wagor irritants have been removed or neutralizsc
of optimite liss in the expanding rolis of men of good will who -
Groatad te the cause of wunderstanding and constructive cocr -
. uathohc Chuwrch and the Brazilian Govérmment.,  If he in o
Nvh » of men of the stature of GEISEL, ARNS and CANDIDO ...
snewledged thas Uhé grim deys of 1068- 1970 have given wax
' LI - S Leas optimism. .
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