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« y""(c) During a long and candid conversation with General MURICY i n Rio de 
" hs f i l l e d we in on recent developments In his continuing role as the p r i 
' - buffer between Church and State i n BRAZIL. This IR discusses that SitUE 

i "• and his tlews on i t . 

e Chief of Staff of the Army (1969-70), General Antonio C 
J a a r r i a d out an ancillary (albeit informal) role as 1 
>int of contact with the Brazilian Catholic Church hierarchy. 
' T's quarters were well known to leading churchmen—includ; 
P*VgreSSiV5 Yiews--and I saw several hi^-b r^l-Jr,'-

3 -.here cn numerous occasions. Even though Bene: 
SUillSt, he also i s a Catholic out of conviction and is able to : 
en's urgent search for new roles with the Government*s equally 1 
s that "progressive" priests often give aid and comfort t o aearl 
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2. (c) During two lengthy meetings with General Htmrcx in RXO de Janeiro on 
17 January 1973, he recapitulated the status of the Church -and the evolution 
of his role aa a liaison element Between the Chm'eh hierarchy and the Brazilian 
Government. I n i t i a l l y , General M U R I C Y asked me i f 1 had read, the series of 
articles which the neVspaper "0 EstadO fle Sao Paulo" had written on the r e a l i t i e s 
of Catholicism i n BRAZIL. I assured General MURICY that i had read the articles 
with great oare and that 1 had retained them for future reference. He said 
•that soiia catholic laymen ana pragmatic priests had discussed the conclusions of 
the articles with him and that a i l were i n general agreement with their revelations 
Moreover, he admitted that he and some of his friends (laymen and priests), had 
been consulted by "0 Estado" reporters and had furnished some of the facts used 
in the series. 

3« (U) Despite my insistence that 1 had read and clipped the a r t i c l e s , General 
MURICY insisted on reiterating the essence Of their content. Thus, he high­
lighted tiie rellowing points! 

a. Brazilian Catholicism i s i n a state of c r i s i s . 

b. The cri s i s w i l l he resolved and BRAZIL w i l l emerge with a far smaller 
genuinely Catholic population, but those who survive the c r i s i s w i l l be devout 
and conscientious. 

' LJ c. Even though the Vatican says that BRAZIL has 80 m i l l i o n of the world's 
^ 0 million Catholics, and is the world's largest Catholic country, the fact 
is,that most of BRAZIL'S Catholics become Catholic .once every 10-years when the 
census is taken. 

d. I n Rio de Janeiro's shanty-towns, .for instance, Catholics are out­
numbered by Protestants and there are two Spiritualists for every Catholic. 

e. A recent survey among secondary school students and their mothers 
revealed that,' i n general, religious values are transferred from "non-Catholic" 
to "non-Catholic," since only about-10$. of the mothers were practicing catholics 
and even fewer of their children could be called authentic .Catholics. 

f. About 100 years ago, the census revealed that only 3 i n 100 people were 
non-Catholic. The Church llStefi 99.7% Of the population as Catholics i n IQJQ 
including .350,000 cnilGJQn under ftge one and 1,^00,000 slavas.' 

g. Of today's nearly 100 million Brazilians, about 20-25% avow that they 
are non-Catholics. Under the most generous interpretation, only approximately 
20 m i l l i o n Brazilians can be classified as meeting the minimal standards of a 
practicing Catholic. 

h. The decline of Catholicism i n BRAZIL can be v e r i f i e d i n terms of s t a t i s ­
t i c s relating to baptism, marriage, and confirmation. During the past 10 years, 
baptisms have remained 3 m i l l i o n annually, despite a population growth rate of 
approximately 3#s per year and a huge baclvlog of unbaptized individuals. Even 
more start l i n g i s the decline of confirmations between 1958'and 1966, The 
numher went down frew 1.5 m i l l i o n i n 195$ to 500.000 i n 1968. Not only is 
baptism no longer automatic and confirmation even less so, but church weddings 
have stagnated at about ^ 0 , 0 0 0 per year, despite a 20$ annual increase i n 
weddings. The obvious conclusion i s that a church wedding.is no longer regarded 
as an essential concomitant of the c i v i l r i t u a l . * 

1 . The decline of Catholicism i n BRAZIL i3 evident i n the ̂ number of young 
people pursuing studies leading to the priesthood. I n 19ol, there, were 1,700 
seminarians'(exclusive of the religious orders) nearing the end of their studies. 
Sy 1970, there were only 813 seminarians ready to be ordained. BRAZIL has one 
priest for every 6,000 Catholics. The number of Parish Priests declined from 
9,000 i n 1961 to 8,000 i n I 9 6 9 . (The grand t o t a l of a l l categories of priests 
was 15,152 i n 1270.) . 
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J » Even though there axe far fewer Protestants than Catholics i n BRA'ZIL, 
the number of Protestant clergymen (17,000) far exceeds the'number of priest 

k. The Catholic Church i n BRAZIL has suffered a lose i n prominence through 
•the increase in public schools, especially at the university level, and an 
attendant decline' i n the number of Catholic Schools, I n addition, major 
catholic daily newspapers have disappeared from large c i t i e s . Despite the 
existence of 200 Catholic Church-owned radio stations and three television chans-ie] 
these dedicate themselves largely to commercial a c t i v i t i e s . 

I t Of the 0jO66 priests ,representing Orders and Congregations, h<5% are non-
Braailians. The Secular Priests (a t o t a l of 5,056) have 1,052 foreigners ana 
151 naturalized Brazilians i n -their midst. 

m. For a variety of reasons, including p o l i t i c a l involvement, 21h foreign 
priests l e f t BRAZIL i n 1369; 12k l e f t in 19703 and, 171 in 1571. 

n. Including Beacons and Presbyters, i t is estimated that there are 
61,000 Protestant preachers i n BRAZIL. Statistics on the number of Protestants 
i n BRAZIL range from 3 to 10 million. 

o. I t is estimated that up to one-third of underprivileged Brazilians 
subscribe to one form or another of Spiritualism. 

h . (C) Even though he is proud to l i s t himself among the devout Catholics, 
General MTJRICX says that he i s too much of a r e a l i s t to ignore the truths which 
menace the Church's position i n contemporary BRAZIL. He claims that one of the 
fundamental problems i s the unwillingness of certain, leaders of the Church 
hierarchy to admit that there are sharp differentiations aipong Brazilian Catholic 
I n his view, the backward condition of BRAZIL i n terms of understanding i n depth 
the mc . of Catholicism r e f l e c t s the long-standing high degree of i l l i t e r a c y 
of the people. Moreover, he asserts, the Catholic Church of the XlXt'n• Csr.tury 
was Ineffective i n "de-Africanizing" the slaves, i n religious terms. T 

years, he went on, the few priests who pursued i n t e l l e c t u a l refinement •-
oeing ordained, emerged as p o l i t i c a l l y conscious rebels rather than as enllghtenei 
aavloro Of SOUlSf AB tilSSS WtiSWlate a«a, frustrated clergymen In* 
selves . -and the Church, i n essentially secular a c t i v i t i e s , th. 
highly negative process within the Church, General MURICY said. Ir. the 
place, they generated confusion and doubt among their colleagues a r l • - < 
That state of perplexity has been.noted by the declining flock of the f a i t h f u l , 
further :l«cinat»ed, by the unorthodox behavior of priests. Moreover, the grow h 
of otb.Gr o-prfcions for religious-expression (Protestantism And' S^ftiritufi has 
attracted many rea l or t i t u l a r Catholics who were distressed ov, the ir l e r t a i n t i i 
withir the Church and among i t s clergymen. I n General MU?T."~ some 
priests concluded that their Church had been identified for Of -.'Ith the 
conservative elites and that the time had come for a break. The choice of many 
was the so-called progressive route, he said,"with a l l of i-£s p i t f a l l s for those 
vtith honorable intentions but who were painfully naive. As a resu l t , he said, " 
the Church in BRAZIL suffered a f i n a l crippling blow through the-involvement of sc 
of i t r elersents i n deadly terrorism. I t is General MURICY'c b e l i e f tha-f • 
numbers of wavering Catholics (especially among the less privi leged who have a 
3jrofo«nd aversion to violence) abandoned even their barely perceptible ident i f ica­
t i o n with Catholicism over the involvement of priests i n subversive a c t i v i t i e s . 
Ihe hstudicap which accrued to the Church through the actions of i t s rr--s<-;-
W M even-more severe, he went on, when one considers the .suspicion with which, the 
essentially" Catholic security establishment began to reg.-v- irch as a whole 
u (c) I t i s i n the Church-State area that General MURICY 
'or h^jfiiself i n his determination to assist hie Church i -
lent. His retirement from active duty has not lessened his 
ifTecs,. vely on behalf of under standing between the hierarc'i 
M« tha i s i l i t a r y establishments. As a matter of fact, he a' 
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f l e x i b i l i t y anfl freedom of mansuver, when he was chief of Staff of the Army, 
Re said, his eent&ets with senior leaders of the cnurcn often wore clandestine, 
at his residence and inhibited by his very t i g h t o f f i c i a l schedule. Row, he 
pointed, out, he has the financial and functional independence to spend an entire 
day meeting with priests and i n f l u e n t i a l laymen. Moreover, he does so openly, 
either at his office or at hia residence, or at any other place considered con­
venient. Among his t i g trtaaps are his Revolutionary credentials; the fact that 
he iS a Close friend Of his M i l i t a r y Academy classmate, Army Minister GEISEL; the 
absence of any other four-star General (active or retired) with his access to 
QoYtrjaacrefc- ana church, ana his considerable record of achievements In "Keeping 
the l i d on" i n trying situations between church and state. 

6. (C) General MURICY said that one of h i s mainstays i n promoting Church-State 
dialogue has been Dom Eugenio SALIES, Archbishop of RiO.de Janeiro. The two 
have been friends since -the Cardinal was i n Bahia and 'they have acted together 
often to resolve delicate problems, since r e t i r i n g , General MORiey reports that 
he has enlisted the cooperation of CAIfljIPO MEMOES, the layman Intellectual he 
regards as most i n f l u e n t i a l domestically and abroad. General MURICY said that 
CANDIDO MENDES and the Government had been on a colli s i o n course ever since 196h 
and that the Government had lost the most as a result of i t s intransigence. He 
contacted CANDIDO MEMOES and was impressed with his Catholic purity, patriotism, 
i n t e l l e c t u a l b r i l l i a n c e and willingness to sustain meaningful dialogue with the 

^Government. Investigation revealed that the major security reservation toward 
* CAHDIDO MEMOES flowed from the fact that he had been a lecturer at the l e f t i s t 
' "Brazilian I n s t i t u t e of Social Studies" (IBES) during the GOUIART Regime. MURICY 
''.went to Army Minister GEISEL and convinced him of the pettiness of the charge. 
The Minister ordered the security services to destroy the CAHDIDO MEMOES f i l e and 
to 3top any surveillance of his a c t i v i t i e s . The gratitude of CAHDIDO MEMOES 
has been expressed i n tireless and effective l i a i s o n a c t i v i t i e s . Now, General 
MURICY said, when CAHDIDO MEMOES learns of some -source of Church-State f r i c t i o n , 
he comes to him immediately- and they work out a strategy designed to relieve the 
pressure. While General MURICY recognizes that CANDIDO MEMOES maintains contact 
with foreign j o u r n a l i s t s , academicians, and others opposed to the 196U Revolution, 
he would l i k e to think that the distinguished Catholic layman might be s l i g h t l y 
more restrained i n his criticisms. More importantly, he. went, on, the collabora­
t i o n Of CAHDIDO MEMOES has opened new horizons for Church-State dialogue. 

7. (C) Another individual cited by General MDEICY as most helpful i n relieving 
Church-State tensions i n BRAZIL is the Papal Nuncio, Monsignor Humberto MOZZONI. 
According to General MURICY, the Nuncio i s active and firm. He apparently i s 
under orders from the Vatican to keep Brazilian "progressives" under control 
and, to aowngr&a.e the influence of controversial Bishop Dom HELDER Camara of 
Recife. General MURTCI saye that he sees the Nuncio often and that they have 
worked out a very warm and constructive relationship. The Nuncio reportedly has 
assured him that the pope does not wish to antagonise the Brazilian Government 
in any way and that he is under Vatican instructions to promote contacts 
between the church and the Government. One of the most promising such efforts 
involves the often controversial Archbishop of sao Paulo, Dom Evaristo A B B S . - i t 
appears, General MURICY went on, that the Nuncio has won over Bishop Anns to a-
posture of willingness to cooperate with the Government. General MURICY has been 
i n touch -with tho Bishop and found him w i l l i n g but deeply hurt over the h o s t i l i t y 
of general H U M B E R T O de Souza Mello, Commander o.f the I I Army i n Sao Paulo. 
MURICY. went to HUMBERTO and told him that he was going to have -to swallow his 
pride and made a public gesture of friendship toward Bishop ARMS. Moreover, 
MURICT said that the gesture would be i n the form of a c a l l on ARMS at the time 
Of his llKely early elevation to Cardinal. He said that HUMBERTO sought to 
change the subject and otherwise indicated his unwillingnes's to cooperate. 
General.MURICY claims that he has received assurances from Army Minister GEISEL 
that the blustery HUMBERTO has been directed to change.his posture toward the 
Church and i t s hierarchy. 
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6. (C) In response to my o.uery on the names of the most import or 
supporters of Church-State understanding, General MURTOT l i s t e d 1 

Army Mlnlsteg GBISBIil 
MG Adolpho J o y de iauTAt COOTOt CG 6th Army Eivision 
VADM ROBERVAh/pizarrot Commandant of the Marine Crops 
Col. I B A - O I P I O O J City Of RiO de Janeiro Agency of the National I n t e l l i g f 

uttiWiea which General/FONTi 
Genera 1 MURICY added that he has jaade some progress i n wearing down the 

OURAj Chief Of the National' i n t e l l i g e n c e S 
toward me Church and B O T ^ - : i t ! leaders. He has no illusions over I 
continuing skepticl r" cut said that the avoidance of a coll i s i o n a 
of the Sesquio^- -r n n i a l celebrations tended to prove fro FONTOURA that 
-dialogue w , ̂ s s i b l e . General MURICY then went on to say that Bishop AF 
other " L^ential priests had decided to defy the Government through pro\ 
str j^.jnts which would have teen uttered during Church services at the 

7 September 1972 Sesquicentennlal ceremonies i n Sao Paulo. MURIQ 
Of the plan and decided that i t s implementation would produce an i 
s p l i t . He mobilized a l l of his friends on both sides and enlis-ied t 
help a? well to avoid the confrontation. The success of that effort 
General FOMTOURA t o admit that "dialogue is better than war," according 
MURICY. On the other hand, General MURICY said, he lost the support of -C 
Antonio JorgeJgOJjEjiiJ.head of the Sesquicentennial f e s t i v i t i e s , who r 
the Church'E lack of cooperation and alleged attempt to undermine his woi 
MORiC"' B -row working to bring CORREA 'back into the f o l d . 

COMMEM; (0) General MURICY is now more optimistic than ever over t h 
f o r Church-State relations. He is firmly convinced that the c r i s i s h 
and that the major i r r i t a n t s have been removed or neutralized. His ro 
->f " f Lies i n the expanding r o l l s of men of 500.; w i l l who are ^ 
ded*.:x.(,t& t o the cause of understanding and constructive cooperation ' 
the Catholic Church and the"Brazilian Government. I f he i n fact has., 
ace... - :.e of- wen of the Stature of GEISEL, AKN3 and'-CAI0ESO NEKS , 
must he acknowledged that the grim days of 1968-1970 have given way 
eaca vf cautious optimism. ' , 
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